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Credit: New York State Senate

NEW YORK -
Yesterday, the New York State Legislature introduced bills to adopt

new state senate and assembly maps that have the potential to drastically shift

power for voters in New York. The Legislature had similarly introduced bills for new

congressional districts on Sunday. The Asian American Legal Defense and Education

Fund (AALDEF) is disappointed to see common themes among all three sets of maps:

incumbency protection and a disregard for communities of interest.

"Redistricting is a critical part of our democratic system and is supposed to reflect

demographic shifts in the past
decade"

said Jerry Vattamala, director of

AALDEF's Democracy Program. '†ALDEF§ and the other members of the Unity Map

Coalition provided the Unity Maps to illustrate what fair maps look like that preserve

communities of interest, and to prove to map-drawers that it could be done

equitably. Unfortunately
- there are too few places where the Unity Map

configuration was adopted by the Legislature. And in Richmond Hill/South Ozone

Park, the Legislature's plans divide the Asian American community of interest into

three separate districts. The Unity Map keeps communities
whole."

Asian Americans are the fastest growing racial group in New York City and the

country and were the main driver of population growth in the city
- which ultimately

limited New York State to losing one congressional seat, not two. The Asian

population grew by 43% in Brooklyn, by 29% in Queens, and 24% in Manhattan. The
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