
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 

BOBBY SINGLETON, et al.,  ) 
      ) 

Plaintiffs,    ) 
      ) 
v.      ) Case No.: 2:21-cv-1291-AMM 
      ) 
WES ALLEN, in his official   )  THREE-JUDGE COURT 
capacity as Alabama Secretary of  ) 
State, et al.,      )   
      ) 

Defendants.    ) 
__________________________________________________________________ 

EVAN MILLIGAN, et al.,   ) 
      ) 

Plaintiffs,     ) 
      ) 
v.       ) Case No.: 2:21-cv-01530-AMM 
      ) 
WES ALLEN, in his official   ) THREE-JUDGE COURT 
capacity as Secretary of State of  ) 
Alabama, et al.,     )  
      ) 

Defendants.     ) 
__________________________________________________________________  

 MARCUS CASTER, et al.,   )  
)  

Plaintiffs,     )  
)  

v.       ) Case No.: 2:21-cv-01536-AMM  
)  

WES ALLEN, in his official  ) 
Capacity as Alabama Secretary of )   
State, et al.,     ) 

)  
Defendants.     )  
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PARTIES’ JOINT NOTICE OF FILING HIGHLIGHTED DEPOSITIONS 
 

The Milligan Plaintiffs, Caster Plaintiffs, Singleton Plaintiffs, and State 

Defendants Secretary Allen, Senator Livingston, and Representative Pringle (the 

“Parties”) have filed various deposition designations related to the ongoing trial. The 

Parties hereby file the deposition transcripts, with highlighting added to reflect the 

designations. The Plaintiffs’ designations are in Yellow. The State Defendants’ 

designations are in Blue. Where both sides designate the same testimony, the 

designations are in Green. 

In the few instances where entire depositions were designated, there is no 

highlighting.  This is true even if only one side designated the entire transcript and 

the other side designated specific pages and lines. Where any party designated the 

entire transcript, only that designation is indicated in the list below.  

Where the same document was filed in multiple cases, only one citation to the 

document containing the designations is included in the list below.  

Highlighted deposition transcripts are attached for: 

1. Kenneth Boswell, Milligan Doc. 458 

2. Valerie Branyon, Caster Doc. 329; Milligan Docs. 427 & 434 

3. Chris Brown, Milligan Docs. 4261, 427, 434 & 435 

 
1  The State Defendants inadvertently designated 76:28-77:5.  See, e.g., Milligan doc. 426 at 
2.  The designation should have been 76:18-77:5.  The correct designation has been highlighted.  

Case 2:21-cv-01291-AMM     Document 299     Filed 02/25/25     Page 2 of 10



3 
 
 

4. William Carroll, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

5. Bobby Lee DuBose, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

6. Randy Hinaman (Dec. 9, 2021), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire transcript) 

7. Randy Hinaman (Aug. 9, 2023), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire transcript) 

8. Benjamin Jones, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

9. Sam Jones, Milligan Doc. 451  

10. Brad Kimbro (Aug. 11, 2023), Milligan Doc. 458 

11. Brad Kimbro (Aug. 29, 2024), Milligan Doc. 458 

12. Lee Lawson (2024 deposition), Milligan Docs. 426, 435, 451; Caster 

Doc. 341  

13. Sen. Steve Livingston (Aug. 9, 2023), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire 

transcript) 

14. Rodney Allen Love, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

15. Sen. Jim McClendon (Dec. 17, 2021), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire 

transcript) 

16. Sen. Jim McClendon (Alabama NAACP, Apr. 18, 2024), Milligan Doc. 

427 2 

17. Gerald Nix, Milligan Doc. 458 

 
2  The Milligan Plaintiffs erroneously designated lines 81:19-82:11 of this deposition and 
correct that here to reflect the proper designation of 81:18-82:10. 
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18. Manasseh Powell, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

19. Rep. Chris Pringle (Dec. 17, 2021), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire transcript) 

20. Rep. Chris Pringle (Aug. 9, 2023), Milligan Doc. 427 (entire transcript) 

21. Mike Schmitz (Aug. 10, 2023), Milligan Doc. 458  

22. Mike Schmitz (Aug. 27, 2024), Milligan Doc. 458 

23. C.J. Small, Milligan Doc. 451 

24. Ronald Smith, Milligan Doc. 426; Caster Doc. 341 

25. Sen. Rodger Smitherman, Milligan Doc. 426  

a. The Milligan and Caster Plaintiffs object to these designations coming 

into their cases.   

b. The State Defendants contend that objection is insufficient and further 

that is waived because no proper objection was included in their 

response to our designations, see Milligan Doc. 435; Caster Doc. 341. 

26. Derrick Turner, Milligan Doc. 458  

27. Jeff Williams (Aug. 10, 2023), Milligan Doc. 458  

28. Jeff Williams (Sept. 6, 2024), Milligan Doc. 458 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Marshall  
   Attorney General  
 
s/ Misty S. Fairbanks Messick 
Edmund G. LaCour Jr. (ASB-9182-U81L) 
   Solicitor General 
Soren Geiger (ASB-0336-T31L) 
   Assistant Solicitor General 
James W. Davis (ASB-4063-I58J) 
   Deputy Attorney General 
Richard D. Mink (ASB-4802-M76R) 
Misty S. Fairbanks Messick (ASB-1813-T71F) 
Brenton M. Smith (ASB-1656-X27Q) 
Benjamin M. Seiss (ASB-2110-O00W) 
Charles A. McKay (ASB-7256-K18K) 
Scott Woodard (ASB-1001-F94C) 
Matthew E. Duggan (ASB-1512-D00L) 
   Assistant Attorneys General 
 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
501 Washington Avenue 
P.O. Box 300152 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0152 
Telephone: (334) 242-7300 
Fax: (334) 353-8400 
Edmund.LaCour@AlabamaAG.gov 
Soren.Geiger@AlabamaAG.gov 
Jim.Davis@AlabamaAG.gov 
Richard.Mink@AlabamaAG.gov 
Misty.Messick@AlabamaAG.gov 
Brenton.Smith@AlabamaAG.gov 
Ben.Seiss@AlabamaAG.gov 
Charles.McKay@AlabamaAG.gov 
Scott.Woodard@AlabamaAG.gov 
Matt.Duggan@AlabamaAG.gov 
Counsel for Secretary of State Allen 
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s/Michael P. Taunton 
J. Dorman Walker (ASB-9154-R81J) 
BALCH & BINGHAM LLP 
Post Office Box 78 (36101) 
445 Dexter Avenue, Suite 8000 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
Telephone: (334) 269-3138 
DWalker@Balch.com 
 
Michael P. Taunton (ASB-6833-H00S) 
Riley Kate Lancaster (ASB-1002-X86W) 
BALCH & BINGHAM LLP 
1901 Sixth Avenue North, Suite 1500 
Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
Telephone: (205) 251-8100 
MTaunton@Balch.com 
RLancaster@Balch.com 
 
Counsel for Sen. Livington & Rep. Pringle 
 

 
/s/ Deuel Ross 
Deuel Ross* 
NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE & 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 
700 14th Street N.W. Ste. 600 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 682-1300 
dross@naacpldf.org 
 
Stuart Naifeh* 
Kathryn Sadasivan (ASB-517-E48T) 
Brittany Carter* 
Colin Burke* 
Victor Olofin*  
NAACP LEGAL DEFENSE & 
EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. 
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40 Rector Street, 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10006 
(212) 965-2200 
snaifeh@naacpldf.org 
 
/s/ Sidney M. Jackson 
Sidney M. Jackson (ASB-1462-K40W) 
Nicki Lawsen (ASB-2602-C00K) 
WIGGINS CHILDS PANTAZIS 
FISHER & GOLDFARB, LLC 
301 19th Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 341-0498 
sjackson@wigginschilds.com 
 
Davin M. Rosborough* 

Theresa Lee* 

Dayton Campbell Harris* 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION FOUNDATION 
125 Broad St. 
New York, NY 10004 
(212) 549-2500 
drosborough@aclu.org 
 
Alison Mollman (ASB-8397-A33C) 
Laurel Hattix (ASB-4592-E20I) 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION OF ALABAMA 
P.O. Box 6179 
Montgomery, AL 36106-0179 
(334) 265-2754 
amollman@aclualabama.org 
lhattix@aclualabama.org  
 
Shelita M. Stewart* 
Jessica L. Ellsworth* 
Amanda Allen* 
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
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555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
(202) 637-5600 
shelita.stewart@hoganlovells.com 
 
David Dunn* 
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
390 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 
(212) 918-3000 
david.dunn@hoganlovells.com 
 
Blayne R. Thompson* 
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
609 Main St., Suite 4200 
Houston, TX 77002 
(713) 632-1400 
blayne.thompson@hoganlovells.com 
 
Michael Turrill* 
Harmony A. Gbe* 
James Ettinger* 
HOGAN LOVELLS US LLP 
1999 Avenue of the Stars 
Suite 1400 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
(310) 785-4600 
michael.turrill@hoganlovells.com 
harmony.gbe@hoganlovells.com 
 
Counsel for Milligan Plaintiffs 
*Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
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/s/ Abha Khanna 
Abha Khanna* 
Elias Law Group LLP 
1700 Seventh Ave, Suite 2100 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 656-0177 
AKhanna@elias.law 
 
Lalitha D. Madduri* 
Richard A. Medina* 
Qizhou Ge* 
Elias Law Group LLP 
250 Massachusetts Ave, Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 968-4490 
LMadduri@elias.law 
RMedina@elias.law 
AGe@elias.law 
 
Richard P. Rouco 
(AL Bar. No. 6182-R76R) 
Quinn, Connor, Weaver, Davies & 
Rouco LLP 
Two North Twentieth 
2-20th Street North, Suite 930 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
Phone: (205) 870-9989 
Fax: (205) 803-4143 
rrouco@qcwdr.com 
 
Attorneys for Caster Plaintiffs 
*Admitted Pro Hac Vice 
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/s/ James Uriah Blacksher   
James Uriah Blacksher 
825 Linwood Road 
Birmingham, AL 35222 
Tel: (205) 612-3752 
Fax: (866) 845-4395 
Email: jublacksher@gmail.com 
 
U.W. Clemon 
U.W. Clemon, LLC  
Renasant Bank Building  
2001 Park Place North, Tenth Floor  
Birmingham, AL 35203  
Tel.: (205) 506-4524  
Fax: (205) 538-5500  
Email: uwclemon1@gmail.com 

 

/s/ J.S. “Chris” Christie   
J.S. “Chris” Christie (ASB-3162-H07J)  
Dentons Sirote PC 
2311 Highland Avenue South 
Birmingham, AL 35205 
Tel: (205) 930-5100 
Fax: (205) 930-5101 
chris.christie@dentons.com 
 

Counsel for Singleton Plaintiffs 
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         UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

     FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

---------------------------x

MARCUS CASTER, et al.,     :

          Plaintiffs,      :

   v                       : Civil Action No.:

WES ALLEN, et al.,         : 2:21-cv-1536-AMM

          Defendants.      :

---------------------------x

 

                Deposition of

               VALERIE BRANYON

              Fayette, Alabama

            Wednesday, July 24, 2024

                   1:39 p.m.
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       A P P E A R A N C E

ON BEHALF OF THE CASTER PLAINTIFFS:

    JYOTI JASRASARIA, ESQUIRE

    MAKEBA RUTAHINDURWA, ESQUIRE

    ELIAS LAW GROUP, LLP

    250 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

    Suite 400

    Washington, DC 20001

    (202) 968-4490
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          Deposition of VALERIE BRANYON, held

at the offices of:

 

          ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

          399 25th Street NE

          Fayette, Alabama 35555

 

 

 

 

          Pursuant to Notice, before Isaiah

Sheridan, AAERT CER and Notary Public in and

for the State of Alabama.
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       JAMES BLACKSHER, ATTORNEY AT LAW

       825 Linwood Road
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   ON BEHALF OF DEFENDANT SECRETARY ALLEN:
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       OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
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       (334) 242-7300
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              P R O C E E D I N G S
          THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  I am a notary
authorized to administer oath, and this
deposition will be recorded by electronic
means.  All parties understand and agree that
any certified transcript produced from the
recording of this proceeding is intended for
all use as permitted under applicable
procedural and evidentiary rules and laws and
shall constitute written stipulation.  The
parties stipulate to the use and certification
of this testimony consistent with applicable
law of such.
          Hearing no objection, I will now
swear in the witness.
Whereupon,
               VALERIE BRANYON,
was called for examination by counsel and,
after having been duly sworn, was examined and
testified as follows:
          THE DIGITAL REPORTER:  You may
proceed.
          MS. JASRASARIA:  And we can agree to
the usual stipulations?
          MS. MESSICK:  Yes, please, except the
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              C O N T E N T S

EXAMINATION OF VALERIE BRANYON             PAGE

  By Ms. Jasrasaria                          8

  By Ms. Messick                           107

  By Ms. Jasrasaria                        120
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           (Attached to transcript)
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witness may wish to read and sign.
          That means you have the opportunity,
when the transcript is completed, to read it
and make any corrections that you feel are
necessary.
          THE WITNESS:  Okay.
          MS. MESSICK:  And so we would
encourage you to -- to do -- to reserve that
right.
          THE WITNESS:  Okay.  I do.
          MS. MESSICK:  And, then, we also have
been agreeing that objections for any Defendant
are objections for all Defendants.
          MS. JASRASARIA:  Correct.
          MS. MESSICK:  Thank you.
          MS. JASRASARIA:  Thank you.
              DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MS. JASRASARIA:
    Q.    Wonderful.
          Well, Ms. Branyon, my name is Jyoti
Jasrasaria.  I represent the Caster Plaintiffs
in this matter.
          Could you please state your full name
for the record?
    A.    It's Valerie Branyon.

Transcript of Valerie Branyon 2 (5 to 8)
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    Q.    Did you bring anything with you to
today's deposition, Ms. Branyon?
    A.    You mean such as --
    Q.    Documents or anything.
    A.    Oh, no.  No.  Just me.  I have my
cell phone, but that's it.
    Q.    No problem.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    And have you ever been deposed
before?
    A.    Maybe once, I believe.
    Q.    Okay.  Do you recall when that was?
    A.    It's when I was in Florida.  I don't
necessarily remember the year, but it was
before 1998.  That's all I can say.
    Q.    Okay.  So at least 25 years ago?
    A.    Yeah.  Yeah.
    Q.    And do you recall what case that
deposition pertained to?
    A.    I had forgotten about it, but it's
probably something -- maybe I filed a complaint
against the Florida DOT or something.
    Q.    Okay.  And what was the -- what was
the nature of that complaint?
    A.    It was discrimination.
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it's just everything was made -- I used to
supervise some people, and, then, all of a
sudden, they got taken away from me.  And my
boss would come to my office every morning to
try to just intimidate me.
          And it was just very -- just a very
unpleasant situation, but I had not really done
anything to them or whatever.  It was just
something that started all at once.
    Q.    I hate to make you re-explain any of
that, but I'm just curious.
          When you say, Intimidation, what do
you mean by that?
    A.    Like, let's say I was working on a --
I was a geotechnical engineer at the time, and
let's say I would be working on a geotechnical
report, which is a lengthy process.  He would
just come to my office every morning; Why
haven't you gotten this done, and that -- you
know, that type of situation.
          And I'm, like, I haven't had time to
do that.  It was just -- I mean, it started all
at once.  Before, I'd never had any problems,
but with this particular guy, he seemed to
start having problems with -- everything I did
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    Q.    What type of discrimination?
    A.    Well, I just felt like they were
discriminating against me at my workplace.  So
they were making it, like, very hard for me to
go in and just do my job.  It was, like, trying
to intimidate me every day and just making it
really, like, an unpleasant workplace.
    Q.    I'm sorry to hear that.
    A.    Yeah.
    Q.    Do you recall what claim you brought
in that case?
    A.    When you say -- I don't understand.
Like, in what sense?  It's just discrimination.
I don't know what you mean, like --
    Q.    Yeah.
          So do you recall whether it was,
like, a gender discrimination or race
discrimination?
    A.    Well, I -- I'm sure I claimed race,
but it was probably gender, in reality.  But I
thought it was race at the time.
    Q.    And what made you think it was race
at the time?
    A.    Probably because I was the only black
engineer in the section, and it was just --
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was maybe a problem or whatever.  And it was
after I had made a recommendation to terminate
a white man that all of it started.
    Q.    Was that white man that you
recommended, was he terminated?
    A.    No, he wasn't, but he -- well, he
ended up being terminated because he got put in
jail.  So Florida DOT had no problem -- no
other choice but to terminate him.
    Q.    And what was the outcome of your
lawsuit that you filed?
    A.    Basically, it didn't go any further
than the complaint, but it did get to a
deposition-type phase.  But after that, it was
kind of maybe dropped or whatever and --
    Q.    And did you choose to drop the
lawsuit?
    A.    I'm sure -- I mean, this has been a
while ago.
    Q.    Of course.  To the best of your
knowledge and recollection.
    A.    I don't think I did.  I think it was
maybe ruled that it wasn't a good lawsuit or
whatever.  But I just wanted to be left alone
so I could work in peace.
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    Q.    Did you continue working at the
Florida Department of Education -- of -- of
Transportation?
    A.    I did, for several -- for, I'd say,
maybe at least a year or two after that, and I
ended up getting a job with ALDOT, so I
resigned.  I made sure I got my ten years in,
so I was vested or whatever, but, yeah, I
eventually left.
    Q.    And did the intimidation stop after
the lawsuit was filed?
    A.    It -- it reduced it a great deal.
It -- there were still a few things that went
on, but it -- it reduced it a tremendous
amount.
    Q.    Okay.  Well, we can -- we can go back
to this if we need to, but I appreciate --
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    -- that information.
          So I wanted to go over some ground
rules for today's deposition, since I know that
the last time was, you know, 25 years ago.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    So as you know, there's a court
reporter here who's taking down everything that
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question, but that doesn't mean that you can't
answer.
          Of course, if you are specifically
instructed by, you know, the -- your attorney
from the DOT or anything like that not to
answer, then, of course, you can choose to take
that instruction.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    And, finally, if you need to take a
break at any time for any reason, please let me
know.  The only thing I'll ask is that if I've
already asked you a question, that you answer
that question before we break.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    So I'm going to start by just showing
you a document that I am going to mark as
Exhibit 1.
          (Deposition Exhibit 1 was marked for
identification.)
    Q.    This is a subpoena for you to appear
at today's deposition.  Have you seen this
document before?
    A.    I believe.  Maybe I didn't look at
it.  I was probably sent it.
    Q.    Fair enough.
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we're saying, and it's -- and so, therefore,
it's important for us not to interrupt each
other, just to make sure that we're getting a
clean record of -- of this conversation.  So I
will certainly wait, and -- I will try my best
to wait until your answers are complete before
I ask you a question, and I would ask that you
do the same.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    We would also want to ensure that all
of our answers are verbal, just as you've been
doing so far.  Instead of nodding or shaking
your head, just actually say yes or no.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    And if my question is unclear to you,
I'll just ask that you let me know, and I can
certainly clarify or rephrase the question.  If
you do answer a question, though, I'll assume
that you understood that question.
          Does that make sense?
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    And as Ms. Messick mentioned, there
may be some objections from the other attorneys
who are here, and that probably just means that
they don't like the way I'm phrasing a
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          And do you understand that you're
here pursuant to a subpoena?
    A.    Right.
    Q.    And the subpoena was issued by the
Caster Plaintiffs in the lawsuit Caster versus
Allen.  That's who I represent.  And as we
mentioned before this got started, there are
two other Plaintiff groups representing the
Milligan Plaintiffs and the Singleton
Plaintiffs who are also on the Zoom, and they
may want to ask you questions after I'm
finished.  Your testimony is being provided in
all three cases.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    Do you understand that?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Your testimony today is under oath.
Is there any reason that you cannot provide
complete and truthful testimony today?
    A.    No, not that I know of.
    Q.    Perfect.  Thank you.  So we can get
started.
          So I'd like you to start by going
over some of your background and professional
history.  Where do you currently live?
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    A.    I live in Fayette, Alabama.
    Q.    Okay.  So you live in --
    A.    Yeah.
    Q.    -- Fayette City?
    A.    Yeah.  Well, not the city, but --
    Q.    The county?
    A.    The county.
    Q.    Okay.  What's your address?
    A.    It's , Fayette,
Alabama, 35555.
    Q.    Okay.  That's a nice zip code.
    A.    Yeah.  I know.  It's easy to
remember.
    Q.    And how long have you lived at that
address?
    A.    Well --
    Q.    About how long?
    A.    About at least since August of '99 or
so.  I lived there before I graduated college
for a short while.  We -- I grew up maybe at
another location just down the road, but before
I went to college, I lived there for a while --
or finished college.  Yeah.
    Q.    Where were you born?
    A.    Fayette, Alabama.
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because I -- I co-oped, and I'd go to school a
semester and work in Florida a semester.
    Q.    And what -- where did you go after
Florida?
    A.    I -- I moved to Montgomery.  And
while I was -- well, I worked in Montgomery, so
I lived in Montgomery for several months in
Wetumpka.
    Q.    How do you spell Wetumpka?
    A.    I'm not a good speller.
    Q.    Okay.
          MS. MESSICK:  Can I answer that one
for you?  It's W-E-T-U-M-P-K-A.
    Q.    Okay.  I'm glad I got that spelled.
I had no idea.
          And where is that?
    A.    It's -- I don't know if it's north or
east or west.  I'm not sure which direction it
is.  It's just outside of Montgomery.
    Q.    Okay.  And how long were you living
in the Montgomery area, including Wetumpka?
    A.    For about a year and a half.
    Q.    Okay.  And --
    A.    Or maybe -- wait.  1998?
          Yeah, about a year and a half.
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    Q.    Okay.  And what's your date of birth?
    A.     1964.
    Q.    And based on what you said, it sounds
like you lived in Fayette from when you were
born through graduating college; is that right?
    A.    Through graduating high school.  I --
I moved to Tuscaloosa to go to college, but I'd
be back and forth to Fayette and Tuscaloosa
during that time period.
    Q.    And where did you live after
graduating from college?
    A.    I lived in a -- a town called Deland,
Florida, for several years and a few years in
Deltona, Florida, which is really the same
area, but just little different towns or
whatever; that area.
    Q.    And that's in central Florida,
correct?
    A.    Yes.  It's between Orlando and
Daytona Beach, kind of somewhere in that area,
kind of like.
    Q.    And how long did you live in Florida?
    A.    For ten years.  I lived there --
that's after college.  But I lived there --
maybe every other semester, I lived in Orlando
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    Q.    Okay.  And you said this is around
1998?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And so you were there until about
1999 or so?
    A.    About August of '99.
    Q.    And where did you go next?
    A.    I got a job in -- with ALDOT, which I
worked with ALDOT when I was in Montgomery, but
I got a promotion to Tuscaloosa.  And I worked
there, but I still lived in Fayette.
    Q.    So fair to say that you moved back to
Fayette around 1999?
    A.    Yes.  About August or so.
    Q.    And you've been there ever -- you've
been here ever since?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Have you lived in any other states
besides Alabama and Florida?
    A.    I don't think I've actually lived in
any other state, just -- just those two.
    Q.    And have you ever lived anywhere in
Alabama besides Fayette, Tuscaloosa,
Montgomery, and Wetumpka?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
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    A.    (No verbal response.)
          MS. MESSICK:  You can answer the
question.  I just wanted to state an objection.
    A.    Oh, okay.  Not that I can remember.
That's -- yeah.
    Q.    Where did you go to high school?
    A.    Oh.  Did you mention Tuscaloosa?
    Q.    I did.
    A.    Okay.  Okay.  I just wanted to make
sure.
    Q.    Perfect.  Good.  Good to be
double-checked.
          Where did you go to high school,
Ms. Branyon?
    A.    Fayette County High.
    Q.    And did you attend college after that
in Tuscaloosa, you said?
    A.    Yeah, at the University of Alabama.
    Q.    What did you study there?
    A.    Civil engineering.
    Q.    And did you graduate?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    What degree did you graduate with?
    A.    A Bachelor's degree in -- a BS in
civil engineering; Bachelor's of Science.
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Tuscaloosa.  It was a district office at -- at
the time, and they changed over to the area
system, so --
    Q.    What are your general
responsibilities in your current job?
    A.    I supervise the materials section,
and, basically, we test any materials that go
into the construction of roadways and bridges.
If there's a material that we don't test, we
see to it that it gets certified through
Montgomery Materials and Tests Bureau.
          And we also -- we have a design side,
so any project that -- a resurfacing project,
we'll go out and test the roadway and decide
what kind of buildup should be put on during
the resurfacing.  And if there's a new roadway,
we'll go out, and we have people that do, like,
test the soils.  And we'll decide what --
depending on the traffic, what type of buildup
a new roadway should have.  And that would
start from, do we need to improve the soils;
what kind of base it might have; and the
thickness of asphalt -- of the asphalt or
concrete, if we're able to use concrete.  Yeah.
So --
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    Q.    What year was that, that you
graduated?
    A.    Let's see.  It'll be December of
eighty -- 1987.
    Q.    Do you have any other educational
degrees or certificates?
    A.    No.  I didn't like school that well,
so it's good to get me through that.
    Q.    Yes.  And it sounds like you were
working while you were in school, so you found
a way to do that.
    A.    Yeah.
    Q.    And you said you're currently
employed with the Alabama Department of
Transportation?
    A.    That's correct.
    Q.    What's your current position?
    A.    I'm the Fayette area materials
engineer.
    Q.    And how long have you held that role?
    A.    In Fayette, since maybe -- it was
probably the end of 2014 or early 2015.
    Q.    And what was your previous role with
the -- with ALDOT?
    A.    I was the materials engineer in
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    Q.    Do you have a lot of family here in
Alabama?
    A.    Not that much.
          You mean, like, immediate or --
    Q.    Yeah.
          I guess, let's start with immediate
family.
    A.    Okay.
    Q.    Where is your immediate family?
    A.    Well, I don't have a family of my
own, but I -- I live with my mother, and I have
a brother that lives in Huntsville.
    Q.    And do you also have extended family
in the state?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Whereabouts?
    A.    I have some in Fayette, some in
Dothan, some in Birmingham.  Of course, my
brother is in Huntsville.  That's about the
extent of the ones I know.
    Q.    Can you remind me where Dothan is?
    A.    It's south of Montgomery.  You go
through Troy and keep going south, and you'll
hit -- Dothan is the next largest town.
    Q.    That's what I thought.  I was, like,
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I know I've heard it.  I can't quite place it.
          Are you currently running for office
in Alabama, Ms. Branyon?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Which office?
    A.    District Six County Commission here
in Fayette County.
    Q.    And is that a partisan election?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Which party are you affiliated with
in that election?
    A.    The Republican.
    Q.    How would you describe District Six
in Fayette County?
    A.    You mean, like, demographics?  What
is --
    Q.    Yeah, demographics.
    A.    It's -- it used to be -- they created
it to be, like, a majority African American
district early on, but I think maybe the
demographics have changed a little bit.  So it
may be about even, African American, whites.
    Q.    Do you recall when it was changed
to -- or when it was created as a
majority-minority district?
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    Q.    And is Mr. Underwood a Democrat?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And is Mr. Underwood black?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Based on your experience campaigning,
do your supporters in this election tend to
belong to any particular group or
organizations?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    Okay.  I really haven't started
campaigning, per se.  A lot of people know I'm
running for office, but I haven't started
campaigning.  So I don't know if I could really
answer that.
    Q.    When do you intend to start
campaigning?
    A.    Probably maybe some time in August or
early September.
    Q.    And what does campaigning for a
county commission seat look like here?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    Okay.  I ran for the office last
term, and, mostly, I just knocked on the doors
and introduced myself, and I had signs out.  I
put some -- a few ads in the newspaper, but it
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    A.    I just remember I was a kid, maybe
elementary and high school.  I'm not sure
exactly.  I mean, I didn't really pay much
attention to politics.
    Q.    When did you start paying attention
to politics?
    A.    Maybe when I moved back to Fayette,
I -- I started getting a little more involved.
    Q.    Why do you think that is?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    I didn't see things being done for
the people like I thought they should be.  I
just thought it was a little stagnant there.
    Q.    Do you know what the partisan makeup
of District Six is currently?
    A.    You mean, how many Democrats and how
many Republicans?  I'd say maybe it could be
just slightly more Democrats or about even.
    Q.    Did you have a primary election for
your current race?
    A.    No.
    Q.    Who -- who are your competitors in
the general election?
    A.    A gentleman named John Underwood.
He's been in office for a good long time.
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was mostly the door knocking.
    Q.    And when you say you ran last time,
was that in 2022?
    A.    2020, I believe it was, but -- yeah.
I'm pretty sure, because it was -- the virus
was still around pretty good.
    Q.    Is the term for county commission
four years?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    What was the reception like at the
doors in 2020 when you were campaigning?
    A.    You mean as to whether I thought -- I
mean, in what way?  Like, did I think they were
supporting me?  That type of way?
    Q.    Yes.
    A.    I couldn't tell.  I lost the
election, so -- but it was about even.  I mean,
I only lost by 30-something votes, so -- he was
an incumbent.  I didn't realize how popular he
was, so I would say I did pretty good,
actually.
    Q.    Sounds like it.  Thirty votes is very
slim.
          How many people vote in the District
Six election; about how many?
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    A.    I would say last time around -- I
don't know the exact numbers, but somewhere
around twelve, thirteen hundred maybe.
    Q.    Do you know -- so thinking about last
election, did your supporters tend to care
about any particular issues?
    A.    I don't -- I don't think there was
any particular issues they really cared about
last time around.  I can't -- I mean, I would
tell them what I thought I would try to do, but
I don't remember anybody, like, telling me what
they wanted to see done or anything.
    Q.    Are there any particular issues that
you are advocating for in your current
election?
    A.    One thing is transportation system
for the county, is one thing that I'd like to
try to make happen if I was elected.
    Q.    Any other issues?
    A.    I can't think of any particular --
well, there's probably something, but I
don't -- I don't think I would -- I don't think
I can campaign on that issue.  So I'd probably
just say the transportation system.
    Q.    What's the issue that you're not able
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          It's in the -- it's near the project
area, but I want it to serve all of Fayette
County.  It's -- it's, like, a historic
building, so I'm pretty sure I could get
funding to restore it.
    Q.    Do you know the general demographics
of your supporters in this campaign or in the
last one?
    A.    When you say -- you mean like,
personally, or are you just -- I -- I thought I
answered that, but you mean, like,
percentage-wise, African American?
    Q.    Yeah.
          Of the people that supported you as
opposed to the whole district.
    A.    Oh.  The last time around or this
time around?
    Q.    Let's start with this time, if you
know.
    A.    I don't.  I just feel like it's more
even this time of Republican and Democrats than
it was maybe last time or whatever.  It started
out, it was a very Democratic district or
whatever.
    Q.    And would you say that most of your
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to campaign about?
    A.    Well, I recently got a non-profit,
and I can't use that to campaign on.  There's a
-- a school -- an African American school that
was built in the early '60s, and it's -- it's
no longer used for anything.  And I would like
to make a recreational center out of it, but
that's something I can't campaign on, so --
    Q.    And when you said that you have a
non-profit --
    A.    Yeah.
    Q.    -- that's a non-profit that you're
working on in order to advocate for the school
to be turned into a rec center?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And is that something that you're
doing on your own?
    A.    Yes.  Of course, with any non-profit,
you have to have officers and that type of
thing.  So I'm working with other individuals,
but -- so I can't legally use that as a
campaign tool.
    Q.    Do you have a particular vision for
who the recreation center would serve?
    A.    Fayette County.
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support comes from Republicans?
    A.    I don't know this time around.  I
know last time around, it appeared that there
was less Democrats.  But this time around,
Democrats have come to me and asked me to run
because they don't feel like they're getting
their fair share of things being done in their
district.
          So -- and I haven't been out, like,
knocking doors, really, this time yet, but I do
know that people have come to me that -- from
the Democratic side that's asked me to -- to go
ahead and run for office.
    Q.    And have those people who have asked
you to run for office this time, have those
Democrats been black?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    In your last election, do you have a
sense of whether your supporters were primarily
white or black?
    A.    I felt like they were primarily
white.  And even last time around, blacks said
they were going to support me until it came
time to vote, and it didn't quite go the way
they said they were going to vote.  So I just
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have to see.
    Q.    Do you have a sense of why they did
not end up voting -- the black voters did not
end up voting for you last time?
    A.    Because Fayette used to be more of a
Democratic County, and it slowly moved to a
majority Republican.  And I know that my
opponent, he went to most of the blacks and
said, Well, if you vote for Valerie, then we
won't have any Democratic -- hold any
Democratic offices in Fayette.  So they decided
they wanted some Democrats in Fayette.  So
they -- they flipped on me, I guess, people
that said they would and they didn't.  So --
    Q.    In your experience, do black voters,
then, typically vote with the Democratic Party
in Fayette?
    A.    Yes.  I would say a good majority,
they do.
    Q.    Why do you think that is?
    A.    I've never understood it myself.  I
-- I don't know, because I don't understand
just sticking with one party.  I feel like you
ought to go with whatever is best for you
and -- but there have been more Democrats.
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    Q.    Yeah.
          Let's start with the last time
around.
    A.    Okay.  You mean, like, publicly or
whatever?
    Q.    Yeah.
    A.    Well, at the meetings they did, but I
don't know, you know, like, a newspaper article
or anything like that.  I don't remember any of
that.  But I did run -- try to run a previous
time, and I couldn't because of the Hatch Act.
I had to drop out.  But that time, they did put
out a newspaper article on me.  So they did,
say, support me in some kind of ways
financially.
    Q.    And was that also for the county
commission, District Six?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    What year was that?
    A.    Well, I couldn't tell you the exact
year on that.  I just know it was -- it was
probably, let's see -- 2000, 1996 -- maybe '92.
I'm not sure the exact year, but I just know
that I tried before, and I couldn't run.
    Q.    And was this after you moved back to
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    Q.    In your current election, have you
received support or endorsements from any
organizations?
    A.    No.
    Q.    What about in your last election?
    A.    I can't say that I have.  No.
    Q.    Have you received any support from
the Fayette County Republican Party?
    A.    In what sense?  You mean, like, we're
rooting for you, kind of thing or in the sense
of financial or what?
    Q.    Yeah.
          So let's start with financial.
    A.    Okay.  To this point, no.
    Q.    What about volunteer support?
    A.    I would say, at that time, I didn't
know most of the people in the Democratic -- I
mean, the Republican Party.  So I mean, I
pretty much campaigned on my own.  I didn't
really receive any financial support last time
around.
    Q.    And has the local Republican Party
ever endorsed you formally?
    A.    You mean as to say, Hey, we support
her?  And you said the last time around or --
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Fayette in 1999?
    A.    Yeah.
          Wait.  I may have had that year
wrong.  It was 2000-something.
          Yes, it was after I moved back to
Fayette.
    Q.    Have you ever received any kind of
financial or volunteer support from the state
Republican Party in your elections?
    A.    Well, they contacted me this time
around.  I haven't received any money or
anything, but they did contact me, and they
asked me to come down to Montgomery to a
training that they had.  So that's the bulk of
the support that I had.
    Q.    Have you attended the training?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    When was that?
    A.    Oh, Lord.  It was after the First of
the year.  That's all I can say.  I can't maybe
tell you the exact month or whatever.
    Q.    That's fine.
    A.    I'm sorry.
    Q.    What was the training about?
    A.    Just basically how to campaign and
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all the different things that was out there
they had to offer and stuff, so --
    Q.    Who were the other participants in
the training?
    A.    I just remember it was held in maybe
the Alpha Building or something.  It was some
people from the state party.  I can't remember
the guy's name that had invited me down, but it
was people from other areas of Alabama had come
to the training.
    Q.    And were all of those people who had
come to the training candidates for office?
    A.    Yes, they were.
    Q.    And they're -- were they mostly for
local office, from what you remember?
    A.    I think maybe one may have been a --
a legislative position, but most of them were
from -- for local offices in their area.
    Q.    From all over the state?
    A.    From -- I'm -- I'm -- I'm guessing it
was from all over the state, but I -- I feel
like it was more south of -- of Fayette, toward
maybe Mobile -- not maybe Mobile, but toward
that area.  I remember a few people from that
area.
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    A.    I believe about two years, but --
maybe three.  Two to three years.
    Q.    Do you serve on -- in any other
organizations?
    A.    I've served on a few committees with
the City of Fayette.  One is a marketing
committee, one was the transportation
committee, which we were successful to get the
transportation city -- system in the City of
Fayette.  And there may have been one other,
too, that I served on.  I can't maybe remember
what that was, but --
    Q.    And are those committees appointed by
officials?
    A.    Well, they -- they want citizens to
serve on those committees so -- so they -- they
get a broader variety of ideas.  So I don't
know if you have to say you're appointed, but
maybe just asking for volunteers to serve on
it.
    Q.    How long have you been involved with
the marketing committee?
    A.    It's a newer one.  It used to --
housing was one.  It was the old committee that
was the housing committee.  The marketing
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    Q.    And were the candidates any
particular race?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    There was some whites there, but a
few blacks.  I wasn't the only black there,
basically.
    Q.    But it wasn't, like, all black
candidates?
    A.    No, it wasn't all blacks.
    Q.    Do you belong to any professional
organizations yourself?
    A.    I'd say -- well, maybe not
organizations, but appointed to a -- a board --
a professional -- a board, I guess.
    Q.    Which board is that?
    A.    It's called the C3 Board.  It's,
like, three counties, Fayette, Lamar, Marion
County.  And their goal is to get industry in
those three counties to come to the area.
    Q.    How did you get involved in that
board?
    A.    I was appointed to the board by the
mayor of Fayette.
    Q.    And how long have you served on that
board?
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started this year, so maybe -- and I'm not
exact on time.
    Q.    That's fine.  Estimates are fine.
    A.    Okay.  Maybe three, four months.
    Q.    And did you serve on the housing
committee before that?
    A.    Yes, I served on the housing
committee before that.
    Q.    For about how long?
    A.    I'd say maybe two years.  And this is
just an estimate.  I -- it's not hard, fast
that I'm right on that time period.
    Q.    What are the issues that the housing
committee discussed?
    A.    We were trying to get contractors to
build houses in the city -- in Fayette to bring
more people here, increase the population.  So
it was, like, when I was little, there was a
lot of contractors that built houses and stuff
in Fayette, but I guess since the population
has diminished some, we haven't been able to
get contractors interested in building houses
here.  But we do have one now, so --
    Q.    You said the population has
diminished in Fayette; is that right?
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    A.    Yeah.  It's diminished a little bit
over the years.
    Q.    Do you have any understanding of why
it's diminished?
    A.    Maybe a little bit to do with the
economy.  At one time, the industry kind of
went down a little bit in Fayette.  Fayette is
a small town.  It doesn't have a lot of, say,
activities to offer.  So when kids grow up,
they just want to move away.  So trying to
retain citizens when they grow up are probably
some of the reasons the population has
diminished some.
    Q.    What kinds of issues does the
transportation committee work on?
    A.    We wanted to get a bus system in the
City of Fayette.  That was one of the things I
wanted to do when I ran last time, but -- I
thought it was a good idea.  So I tried to work
with John to try to get a bus system
countywide, but the county commission, they
weren't very open to the idea.
          So when they refused us, I started
working with the city to try to make it happen.
And they -- there's a lot of elderly citizens
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    Q.    And did it -- does it affect any
particular region within the county?
    A.    Well, we didn't get it county-wise,
but the city.  I would say -- I wouldn't say it
was any particular area.  Of course, the poor
people were from the projects, and there's
another area in Fayette where you find poor
people.  But there's elderly, too, so it was
both of those.  And they were all over in the
city, so the elderly, at least.
    Q.    In your experience living in Fayette,
do the poor people in the city and the county
tend to be black?
    A.    I'd say it's a mixture.
    Q.    When you talk about, The project, is
that a mixture of black and white residents?
    A.    It's a mixture, yeah, also.  But it
could be more black, but it's -- it's a
mixture.
    Q.    So you spoke to me a little bit about
this earlier, but how have black voters in
Fayette generally reacted to your candidacy for
office?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    Well, as I said earlier, some blacks
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and a lot of poor people that live here.  And
there's people that were paying, like, 25, 30
dollars to get a ride from the project to
Walmart just to get their grocery, and it just
didn't make sense.
          They couldn't get to medical
appointments, and I just felt it was a good
idea to try to help people be mobile so that
they could, you know, take care of themselves.
And I was thinking about maybe being able to
get to their jobs and being able to work, also.
          So that's kind of what I was hoping
for.  But the city was receptive, and they
created a committee.  And the problem was, you
know, like, there's federal funds that run
through ALDOT for this transportation system,
but the local government has to pay a certain
portion, and they couldn't really afford it.
          So our goal of the committee was to
find a way to make the transportation system
affordable for a small town.
    Q.    Who do the transportation issues that
you mentioned affect most?
    A.    It affected the elderly and the poor,
I'd say.
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have come to me and asked me to run this time,
but I haven't really campaigned.  So I don't
really know, overall, what -- how everybody
feels yet, so --
    Q.    Have you received support from any
women's organizations?
    A.    You mean, like, Hey, we support you,
or financial, or what?
    Q.    Yeah.
          Any kind of support.
    A.    No, not that I can remember.
    Q.    Have you faced any challenges in
gaining support for your campaign?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    Today, I can't say I have faced any
challenges because, again, I haven't really
fully started to campaign.
    Q.    Did you face any challenges gaining
support when you ran in 2020?
    A.    From -- not that I know of.  I mean,
I didn't win, so I didn't get the support that
I hoped for.  But I don't know that I faced any
challenges or whatever, but just a loss.
    Q.    When you ran for office in 2020, that
was also for county commission, right, District
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Six?
    A.    Correct.  Yeah.
    Q.    And did you face any competition in
the primary that year?
    A.    Yes, I did.
    Q.    Who were your competitors in the
primary?
    A.    It was a -- a gentleman that pretty
much, he lived down the road for me -- from me
he was running against me, also.  I think he,
at the time, may have worked for the sheriff's
department or whatever.
    Q.    And he was also a Republican,
correct?
    A.    He was a Republican.  I had to face
him in the primary.
    Q.    Was he white or black?
    A.    He was white.
    Q.    And was he your only other competitor
in the primary?
    A.    He was my only other competitor.
    Q.    And you won that primary, correct?
    A.    I won it.  Yeah.
    Q.    And have you ever run for office
besides this year and 2020?
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probate judge -- at the time, I worked in
Tuscaloosa, and he went to visit my boss and,
you know, to tell him I was running for office,
so -- to try to get me out of the race, so I
guess it worked.
    Q.    Were you running as a Republican
in -- in that election cycle?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And you said that you don't recall
having a primary competitor?
    A.    I don't recall having that.
    Q.    Have you ever won an election,
Ms. Branyon?
    A.    Not the election.  Well, just the
primary, not the election, no.
    Q.    And why do you think that you've
never won an election, to the extent you know?
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    I don't know.  I guess they didn't
like my ideas or whatever, or they didn't
believe that I would deliver on the things that
I was -- I said I would deliver on.  But
this -- from the last time to this time, I --
that's why I was happy to work on those
committees with the city to help prove that I
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    A.    Just --
          MS. MESSICK:  Object to the form.
    A.    Oh, sorry.
          Just that other time, which was maybe
two or three times before that.
    Q.    And that was also for the same
District Six, correct?
    A.    I guess I had my eye on that county
commission thing.
    Q.    And you had to drop out of that race?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And why was that?
    A.    The Hatch Act.  At that time, if you
worked for an organization or anything that
accepted federal dollars, then you couldn't run
for office.  But they later on changed the
Hatch Act, that if you didn't necessarily work
for the federal government, but if, say, you
work for someone that accepted federal dollars,
you can run for an office.  So I tried it.
    Q.    Do you recall at what point in the
cycle you dropped out of that race?
    A.    It was -- I feel like I didn't have
anybody running against me in the primary.  It
was before the general election.  The -- the
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am sincere about this; if you elect me, I'm
going to make sure we get some things done.
    Q.    So all of your campaigns have been
here in Fayette County, correct?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    What's the size of Fayette County?
    A.    I would say maybe around 16,000 or
so.
    Q.    And there are six districts for the
county commission, correct?
    A.    Correct.
    Q.    And you mentioned to me earlier that
District Six is probably about half-half, black
and white?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Do you know what the racial
demographics of the entire county are?
    A.    I would guess maybe 27 to 30 percent
black, maybe.
    Q.    And do you know what the partisan
makeup of the county is?
    A.    I would have to say, at this time,
it's more Republican.
    Q.    Do you have a sense of what the,
like, income level or economics of the --
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    A.    The county is?
    Q.    Yes.
    A.    I couldn't tell you exactly, but I --
I would say it's more a poor county.
          You looking for, like, median income
or what are you looking for?
    Q.    If you have it, but, otherwise, I
think I was just curious if it was a more
affluent or poorer county, in your view.
    A.    I'd say it's -- the majority are more
middle class, lower class, but there are some
wealthy folks that live here.
    Q.    And are there any particular
industries that people who live in Fayette
County tend to work in, in your experience?
    A.    Yes.  There's a few different
industries here.  We have Ox Bodies and Phifer
wire.  There's a -- a tile plant, a glove
plant, and there's some other kind of welding
kind of plant.  I don't know what they make,
but it makes something that you have to weld
together.
    Q.    What's the partisan breakdown of the
current county commission?
    A.    You mean, like, race-wise or --
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    Q.    Okay.  Is he a Republican?
    A.    He is a Republican.
    Q.    Okay.  And is he white?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    The probate judge, that's also an
elected position, correct?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    It's partisan?
    A.    Yeah.  I believe.  I'm pretty sure
that's partisan.
    Q.    Do you know who that is?
    A.    Maybe if you hadn't asked me his
name.  He owns the Ford dealership.
    Q.    It's fine if you don't know his name.
    A.    I -- I can't think of his name right
now.
    Q.    That's fine.
          Is he a Republican?
    A.    He's a Republican.
    Q.    And is he white?
    A.    He's white.
    Q.    And the circuit judge, is that person
a Republican, if you know?
    A.    I don't know.  I don't know who --
    Q.    That's fine.
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    Q.    Party-wise.
    A.    Party-wise?
          Probably five Republicans and one
Democrat.
    Q.    And what's the racial breakdown?
    A.    The racial is five white men to one
white man --
    Q.    And is --
    A.    -- I mean, one black man.
    Q.    And is the one black man the one
Democrat?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And that's Mr. Underwood?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Who's the mayor of Fayette?
    A.    Rod Northam.
    Q.    And that's a non-partisan?
    A.    It's non-partisan.
    Q.    And is he white?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    Who's the sheriff of the county?
    A.    (No verbal response.)
    Q.    Not meant to be a test.  If you don't
know, that's fine.
    A.    I don't -- I don't know his name.
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          Do you know who the district judge
is?
    A.    No.
    Q.    And turning to the city council, how
many members are there on the city council in
Fayette?
    A.    Let me see.
          It's five or six, I believe.
    Q.    Okay.  Do you know what the, like,
party breakdown is?
    A.    Well, it's -- it's non-partisan, so
--
    Q.    Right.
    A.    -- I don't really know what they -- I
don't know the party.  I can tell you
race-wise.
    Q.    Okay.
    A.    There's two white women, and I
believe four white men.  Wait.
          Two black women and four white men, I
believe.
    Q.    Have black candidates typically been
successful in Fayette County?
    A.    In District Six they have.  But on
the last city election, blacks decided to run
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in the other -- I don't know if you call theirs
districts or what they call them, but in other
areas.  And it was three blacks that ran, and
two got into office.  The other one that lost,
I think he lost by -- it may have been less
than five votes or something.
    Q.    Wow.
          So this is a city council?
    A.    This is for the city council.  Yeah.
    Q.    And so you're saying that city -- in
the city council, black candidates have been
successful even outside of the kind of
traditionally majority black districts?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    But that's not true of the county
commission?
    A.    Okay.  Not for the county commission,
but the Board of Education, blacks have been
successful outside the black district.
    Q.    And do you know --
    A.    At least one has.
    Q.    Okay.  And who's that one?
    A.    Tierre.  His name is Tierre.  I can't
think of his last name, but --
    Q.    And do you know if he's a Republican
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first one that's tried, are you the first
Republican candidate that's ever tried or the
first black Republican candidate?
    A.    Now, see, I told you I ran against a
white candidate in the primary last time.  I
don't know that I remember anyone else.  I
can't remember anyone else trying in the -- in
District Six.  I'm not saying that they
haven't, but I -- since I've been keeping up
with it, I don't think I remember.
    Q.    Okay.  So in your experience,
typically, District Six does not have a
Republican candidate running in the general
election?
    A.    No, not other than, say, the times I
tried.  I think that that guy that ran -- that
I ran against in the primary, I feel like --
and I may have it wrong, but I feel like he ran
on the Democratic ticket one time, and he
didn't -- he didn't do well, but --
    Q.    Have you always voted in Fayette
County?
    A.    No.  I voted in Florida when I lived
down there, and when I lived in Montgomery, I
voted there, and, yeah, then Fayette.
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or a Democrat?
    A.    He -- he had ran for sheriff a few
times before.  He ran Democrat, but when he ran
for the Board of Education, he ran Republican.
          His last name is Agnew.  Tierre
Agnew.
    Q.    Okay.  Thank you.
          Do you recall when the last time a
white candidate represented District Six was,
if ever?
    A.    Probably before they made it a black
district.  I'm sure it was a white candidate.
    Q.    And has a Republican candidate ever
been successful in District Six?
    A.    Since it's been a black district, I
don't know.  I don't think so.
    Q.    Why do you think that is?
    A.    Maybe part -- there hasn't been that
many that's run for office.  I'm probably the
first one that's ever tried, but maybe -- I
think so.  I'm probably the first one that's
maybe -- there may have been another one that
tried, but I don't think there's been very
many.
    Q.    And when you say that you're the
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    Q.    When was the first time that you
registered to vote?
    A.    When I was -- when I turned 18, I
did.
    Q.    And that was in Fayette?
    A.    Yes.
    Q.    And have you ever had any challenges
registering to vote?
    A.    No.  I think it was something that
was encouraged when you were in high school, so
as soon as I could, I -- I did.
    Q.    Have you ever had any challenges or
trouble updating your registration?
    A.    No.
    Q.    Have you ever faced any challenges in
actually casting a ballot?
    A.    No.
    Q.    And where do you typically vote?
Like, where's your polling location?
    A.    Newtonville.  It was another location
earlier on, off 171, heading to Tuscaloosa, but
now it's -- it's Newtonville.
    Q.    And how far is that from your house?
    A.    Less than ten miles, I guess.
    Q.    Have you ever had any trouble, like,
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