
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 
 

BOBBY SINGLETON, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
HON. WES ALLEN, in his official 
capacity as Alabama Secretary of 
State, et al., 
 

Defendants. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 

Case No. 2:21-cv-01291-AMM 
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EVAN MILLIGAN, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
HON. WES ALLEN, in his official 
capacity as Alabama Secretary of 
State, et al., 
 

Defendants. 
 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 

Case No. 2:21-cv-1530-AMM 
 
THREE-JUDGE COURT 

MARCUS CASTER, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
HON. WES ALLEN, in his official 
capacity as Alabama Secretary of 
State, et al.,  
 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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2 
 

NOTICE OF FILING DECLARATION 
 
This Court has ordered the Secretary of State to file a declaration in these three 

cases as soon as practicable and no later than noon today. Singleton, doc. 355 at 4; 

Milligan, doc. 528 at 4; Caster, doc. 435 at 1 (adopting Milligan, doc. 528). In 

compliance, the Secretary is filing the declaration of Jeff Elrod, Director of Elections 

for the Secretary of State’s office.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Marshall 
   Attorney General 
 
s/Misty S. Fairbanks Messick  
Misty S. Fairbanks Messick (ASB-1813-T71F) 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
501 Washington Avenue 
Post Office Box 300152 
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-0152 
Telephone:  (334) 353-8674 
Facsimile:  (334) 353-8400 
Misty.Messick@AlabamaAG.gov  
 
Counsel for Secretary of State Wes Allen 
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HB1 ENROLLED 

H31 ACT #2O26-ioi? 
2 JP3T1FF-2 

3 By Representative Pringle 

4 RFD: Ways and Means General Fund 

5 First Read: 04-May-26 

\ 

Page O 
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... 
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B
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HB1 Enro11ed 

Enroiled, An Act, 

2 

3 Relating to primary elections; to authorize a new 

soecial primary election for congressional districts affected 

z, by a federal court ruling under certain circumstances; to 

6 require the Governor to call a speclal primary election for 

7 affected congressional districts under certain conditions and 

8 to set an electlon calenaar; and to provde further ror tne 

9 qüalification of affected candidates. 

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

11 Section 1. (a) It is the intent of the Legisiature that 

12 a special primary election, as contemplated in this section, 

13 be held only in the event a federal court issues or vacates an 

order affecting the boundaries of congressional districts in a 

!D time rrame that al!ows ror a supplemental speclal prrnary 

16 election during the 2026 c-eneral Election cycle. 

17 (b) In the event: (i) a federal court, by issuing a 

18 judgment or by vacatïng an injunction, permits the 

19 reinstatement of the iast iegislativeiy enacted congressional 

20 districts, as enacted by Act 2023-563 of the 2023 Second 

21 special Session, to be used in the 2026 General Election, and 

22 (ii) the court ruling is made at a time too late to be 

23 accomrnodated during tne normal 2026 prlmary election scnedule 

24 held or to be held in accordance with Chapter 13 of Title 17, 

25 Code of Alabama 1975, the state shall hold a new special 

26 primary election for the affected congressional Districts in 

27 accordance with this section, so long as certification of the 

28 special primary election can be completed by August 26, 2026. 

Page 1 
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HB1 Enrolled 

29 (c) (ï) Upon a federal court making a ruling described 

30 in subsection (b) , the Governor shall issue a prociamation 

31 calling for a special primary election to be held as sbon as 

32 possible for the affected congressional districts, consistent 

33 with subsection (b) . Notwithstanding any state law to the 

34 contrary, the Governor shall set a calendar for the election 

35 as required to effectuate the purposes of this section, 

36 pro}ided the dates specified in the election calendar do not 

37 violate federai iaw. A special primary e1ection heid oursuant 

38 to this section shall be required for the affected 

39 congressional districts regardless of whether a regular 

40 primary election was held for the affected congressional 

41 districts using the previous boundary lines. 

42 (2) Notwithstanding any state iaw to the contrary, the 

43 candidate who receives the greatest number of votes at the 

44 soecia! prlmary election sha!1 oe eemed Ehe winner an party 

45 nominee of that primary election, and no primar/ runoff 

46 election shall be held. 

47 (d) No candidate shall be deemed the party nominee of a 

48 political party for an affected congressional office based 

49 solely on the resuits of the regular primary election if a new 

50 special primary election is held pursuantto this section. Any 

official certification of results of the regular primary 

52 election for an affected congressional office is void for 

53 purposes of determining the party nominee once a new special 

54 prirnary election is required under this sectio --However, a 

55 candidate who was eligible and qualified for the reqular 

56 primary election for an affected congressional district office 

Page 2 
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HB1 Enrolled 

57 shali remain eiiqib1e to appear on the ba11ot for the new 

specia! primary eIecton, subject to laws and party ru!es not 

59 inconsistent with Chapter 13 of Title 17, Code of Aiabama 

60 1975. The certification of a nominee for an affected office 

61 sha1i be based solely on the results of the new speciai 

62 primary election conducted under this section. 

63 (e) (i) Nothing in this section prohibits a party from 

64 choosing its candidates by any means aliowed by iaw other than 

65 by primary election. 

66 (2) Nothing in this section shail alter the timing of 

67 regular primary elections when no change in district 

68 boundaries has occurred as described in subsection (b) 

69 (3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter 

70 the date scheduled for the 2026 General 1ection. 

71 Section 2. This act shall becorne effective immediately. 

Page 3 
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HB1 Enrolled 
llì 

72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 Speaker of the House of Representatives 
82 
83 I) 

84 
85 
86 President an idificer of the Senate 
87 
88 
89 House of Representatives 
90 
91 I hereby cercify thac che wichin Act originaced in and 
92 was passed by the H:ouse 06-May-26. 
93 
94 John Treadweii 
95 Cierk 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 Seiate 08-May-26 Passed 
102 
103 
104 

APPROVED -$- ?- ---

TThE c:J. • 

ìy 
A 

GVERN9R 
Plabama  92cretary of Stat2 

Pct Nu. . .. : 2i26-612 
i11 N. . . : H-1 

Recvd ,/8!26 2:5pKCW 
Paqe 4 
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EXHIBIT

C
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EXHIBIT

D
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May 14, 2026 
  

 
 
The Honorable Wes Allen 
Secretary of State 
Alabama State Capitol 
600 Dexter Avenue 
Montgomery, AL 36130 
 
Dear Secretary Allen: 

 
Pursuant to Alabama Act 2026-612, I have set the enclosed election calendar for the August 11, 
2026, Special Primary Election in Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
Kay Ivey 
Governor 
 
Enclosure 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT

E
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Special Primary Election - August 11, 2026

Activity Date
The first day candidates may begin qualifying with political parties. Wednesday, May 20, 2026

The deadline for any candidate to qualify with a major political party no later than 5:00 p.m. Friday, May 22, 2026

The deadline for major political parties to certify qualified candidates to the Secretary of 
State no later than noon. Tuesday, May 26, 2026

The Secretary of State must certify names of opposed candidates to probate judge no later 
than 74 days prior to the special primary election. Friday, May 29, 2026

Probate judge must issue public notice in each voting precinct of the requirement for and 
the availability of registration and voting aids for all handicapped and elderly individuals no 
later than 60 days before any state election. (§ 21-4-23(b)).

Friday, June 12, 2026

Probate judge must furnish list of qualified voters to the absentee election manager; 55 
days prior to the special primary election. Wednesday, June 17, 2026

Absentee ballots and supplies must be delivered to absentee election manager no later 
than 55 days prior to the special primary election. Wednesday, June 17, 2026

This is the last day to transmit absentee ballots to any UOCAVA voters whose absentee 
ballot request is received at least 45 days prior to the primary (ballot transmittal 45 days 
prior to the primary) per 52 U.S.C. § 20302(a)(8). 

Saturday, June 27, 2026

This is the last day for candidates to present a list of desired election officers to their 
county executive committee at least 45 days before the election. (§ 17-13-48). Saturday, June 27, 2026

First day election officials may begin testing automatic tabulating equipment for the primary 
election to ascertain that equipment will correctly count votes cast. Tuesday, July 21, 2026

The first day for probate judge, sheriff, and clerk of the circuit court to appoint poll workers 
is no more than 20 nor less than 15 days before the election. (§ 17-8-1(a)). Wednesday, July 22, 2026

This is the last day to register to vote for the special primary election. (§ 17-3-50(a)). Monday, July 27, 2026

The last day for probate judge, sheriff, and clerk of the circuit court to appoint poll workers 
no more than 20 days nor less than 15 days before an election. (§ 17-8-1(a)). Monday, July 27, 2026

Probate judge must notify inspectors, returning officers, and clerks of their appointment 
and publish a list of these appointments in a county newspaper. (§ 17-8-2)). Monday, July 27, 2026

Probate judge must give notice of election, consisting of date of election and the officers 
and subjects to be voted for and at least 14 days before each election. (§ 17-9-5). Tuesday, July 28, 2026

First day probate judge may print poll lists or load registration data into electronic poll 
books for the primary election. (§§ 17-4-2, 17-4-2.1). Saturday, August 1, 2026

For any absentee application received on or after the 8th day prior to the election that does 
not contain a copy of an approved form of identification, the absentee election manager 
shall issue a provisional ballot to that voter. (§ 17-10-2(c)(1)).

Monday, August 3, 2026

Absentee applications returned by mail must be received not less than 7 days prior to the 
election. (§ 17-11-3(b)). Tuesday, August 4, 2026

Probate judge must notify election officials of the time and place of holding a school of 
instruction for poll workers, and must publish notice at least 48 hours before instruction 
school takes place. (§ 17-8-9(a)).

Tuesday, August 4, 2026

An application for a voter who requires emergency treatment by a licensed physician within 
5 days before an election may be forwarded to the absentee election manager by the 
applicant or by his or her designee. (§ 17-11-3(d)).

Thursday, August 6, 2026

This is the last day for the authority charged to hold a school of instruction for poll workers; 
no less than 5 days prior to the election. (§ 17-8-9(a)). Thursday, August 6, 2026

Absentee applications returned by hand must be received not less than 5 days prior to the 
election. (§ 17-113(b)). Thursday, August 6, 2026

Special Primary Election Calendar
Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7
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Special Primary Election - August 11, 2026

Activity Date

Special Primary Election Calendar
Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7

The last day probate judges can deliver election supplies to sheriffs is no less than 3 days 
before the election. (§ 17-13-9). Saturday, August 8, 2026

Absentee ballots being returned by hand to the absentee election manager must be 
received no later than the close of business on the day prior to the election. (§ 17-11-18). Monday, August 10, 2026

Special Primary Election Tuesday, August 11, 2026
Absentee ballots being returned by mail to the absentee election manager must be 
received no later than noon on this day. (§ 17-11-18(a)). Tuesday, August 11, 2026

This is the last day for military and other UOCAVA voters in the special primary election to 
postmark an absentee ballot returned by mail to the absentee election manager. (§ 17-11-
18(b)). 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

The medical emergency designee must deliver absentee balIot to absentee election 
manager no later than noon on this day. (§ 17-11-18(a)). Tuesday, August 11, 2026

The inspector or returning officer must deliver the ballots and returns to the sheriff. (§§ 17-
12-8, 17-13-12). Tuesday, August 11, 2026

The last day to file petitions with the Secretary of State to obtain ballot access as an 
independent candidate is no later than 5 PM on the day of the special primary election. (§ 
17-9-3(a)(3)).

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

The last day to file petitions with the Secretary of State for minor/third parties to gain ballot 
access as a political party no later than 5 PM on the day of the special primary election. (§ 
17-6-22(a)(1)). 

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

The sheriff must deliver certificate of returns to chairman of county executive committee of 
each political party participating in special primary election by 10 AM on the Wednesday 
following the election. (§ 17-1314(a)).

Wednesday, August 12, 2026

The written affirmations of provisional voters, inspector challenge statements, and voter 
reidentification forms must be delivered by the sheriff to the board of registrars by noon on 
the day following the election. (§ 17-10-2(d)). 

Wednesday, August 12, 2026

Deadline for voters whose ballot became provisional due to lack of identification to provide 
identification (or provisional ballot and identification) including the address and telephone 
number of the voter to the board of registrars no later than 5 PM (§ 17-10-2(a)(3)).

Friday, August 14, 2026

Absentee ballots submitted by UOCAVA voters must be accepted until noon this day.  The 
ballot must have been postmarked no later than election day and meet all other absentee 
ballot requirements to be counted. (§ 17-11-18(b)).

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

County executive committee must meet no later than noon and receive, canvass, and 
tabulate returns by precinct and publicly declare results the Tuesday following the primary. 
(§ 17-13-17).

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

The board of registrars must deliver the provisional voter affirmations and inspector 
challenge statements, with the certified findings attached, to the judge of probate no later 
than noon, 7 days after the election. (§ 17-10-2(e)). 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

At noon, the canvassing board for poll workers shall tabulate provisional ballots which have 
been certified by the board of registrars. The canvassing board must certify the results of 
the provisional votes cast and must post one copy in the courthouse and must seal one 
copy into a container designated for each political party 7 days after the election. (§ 17-10-
2(f)). 

Tuesday, August 18, 2026

Chairman of state executive committee must meet no later than noon on this day to certify 
to Secretary of State names of candidates nominated in the special primary election.  Monday, August 24, 2026

The last day for political parties to submit to the secretary of state any amendments or 
corrections to certification of candidates nominated in the special primary election. Tuesday, August 25, 2026

2 of 2
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Press Statement 

I am Wes Allen, Alabama’s Secretary of State. 

Today, I want to make sure Alabama voters understand exactly what’s happening 
with our elections. I will not recap what has brought us to this point. The purpose 
of this press event is to provide clear, timely information based on what we know 
now about the May 19 Primary Election and August 11 Special Primary Election. 

Most importantly, Primary Election Day on May 19 is still happening, and it is 
very important. The May 19 Primary Election will go forward as planned, and I 
want Alabama voters to be prepared to vote Tuesday, May 19th. 

A federal court had previously required Alabama to use a court-mandated 
congressional map. As of yesterday, May 11, the Supreme Court of the United 
States lifted that requirement. That means Alabama will now move forward using 
its own 2023 legislatively enacted congressional map.  

The May 19 primary includes many important races, including numerous statewide 
constitutional offices, local races, state legislative, and judicial races, as well as 
statewide constitutional amendments. All of these will proceed as normal, and 
results will be tabulated, canvassed, and certified. 

Certain congressional races will be handled differently in accordance with the 
Governor’s Proclamation. Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7 are affected. Votes 
cast in those congressional races on May 19 will be tabulated and made public. 
However, per Act 2026-612, votes for those races will be void for purposes of 
determining the party nominee. 

Per Governor Ivey’s Proclamation, there will be a special primary election on 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, for Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, and 7 only. There 
will be no runoff for the August 11 Special Primary. The candidate who receives 
the greatest number of votes will be the party nominee of that primary election. 

Qualifying for Congressional District 1, 2, 6, and 7 with the political parties will 
begin May 20. The qualification deadline with the parties is Friday, May 22, 2026, 
at 5:00 p.m. The parties will certify their qualified candidates to the Secretary of 
State by noon on Tuesday, May 26, 2026. Petitions for independent candidates and 
minor parties for the Special Primary Election are due by 5:00 p.m. on August 11. 

EXHIBIT

F
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Here is what I want every Alabama voter to remember: Go vote on May 19. Votes 
for statewide constitutional offices, local races, state legislative, and judicial races, 
as well as statewide constitutional amendments will count on May 19. If you live 
in Congressional Districts 1, 2, 6, or 7, your vote for those races on August 11 will 
decide those races. 

I have complete confidence in Alabama’s election officials as we carry out both the 
regular 2026 election cycle and this special primary election. I appreciate the hard 
work already done by local election officials, absentee election managers, and my 
team at the Alabama Secretary of State’s Office. 

As more information becomes available, I will share it as quickly as possible with 
Alabama voters. 

Again, May 19 remains the 2026 Primary Election Day. Be sure to vote that day. 

I’ll now take questions: 

Please announce your name and your organization.  
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