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May 4, 2022
Hon. Patrick F. McAllister
Steuben County Supreme & County Court
3 East Pulteney Square
Bath, New York 14810
Re: Tim Harkenrider, et al. v. Gov. Kathy Hochul, et al

Steuben County Index No. E2022-0116CV

Dear Judge McAllister:

On behalf of the APA VOICE Redistricting Task Force, the largest APA coalition on redistricting in New
York City, we respectfully request that Special Master Dr. Jonathan Cervas, who is appointed to redraw



New York’s congressional and state senate district maps, review all the testimonies, maps, and
comments submitted by the public to the New York Independent Redistricting Commission. We
understand these documents are part of the court’s record in this case. Throughout 2021 and in
accordance with the State Constitution, the Independent Redistricting Commission (IRC) gathered an
enormous amount of citizen input from stakeholders and voters across the state. Hundreds of people
testified in two dozen public hearings or submitted their maps and comments. That input is essential to
inform the composition of redistricting maps concerning the constitutional requirement to consider the
maintenance of communities of interest during the drawing of districts (NY Const, art lll, § 4 [c]).

Further we are pleased that the hearing will be livestreamed and request that it also be simultaneously
translated in languages mandated for New York by Section 203 of the Voting Rights Act. However, we
were disappointed to learn that your Honor could not grant the option to appear virtually before Special
Master Dr. Cervas for the May 6th hearing due to technical problems in the courtroom. We respectfully
urge the Court to find a technological solution that would allow such remote participation to occur.
Thousands of New Yorkers must have meaningful access and an equal opportunity at this critical stage to
weigh in on a process that will impact their lives for the next ten years. In light of the number of
stakeholders who have testified before the Independent Redistricting Commission and the difficulty
many New Yorkers have accessing the Steuben County Supreme Court by car and/or public
transportation, we believe there would be substantial interest in providing input virtually. Moreover,
those who testified at the IRC hearings never had an opportunity to comment on the maps the New York
State Legislature subsequently drew and that input is critical to a democratic and fair process.
Alternatively, we respectfully ask that you hold hearings in person and/or virtually in New York City with
translators provided, similar to what the Independent Redistricting Commission did.

Respectfully submitted:
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John Park, Executive Director Wayne Ho, President & CEO
Sandra Choi, Civic Participation Manager Chinese-American Planning Council
MinKwon Center for Community Action 150 Elizabeth Street

133-29 4lst Avenue, Suite 202 New York, New York 10002

Flushing, New York 11355
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Sudha Acharya, Executive Director Thomas Yu, Co-Executive Director
South Asian Council for Social Services Asian Americans for Equality
143-06 45th Ave 2 Allen Street

Flushing, New York 11355 New York, New York 10002
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Kevin Cho, Assistant Director Aminta Kilawan-Narine, Founder & Director
Korean Community Services of Metropolitan New York, Inc. South Queens Women’s March

203-05 32nd Avenue 84-39 153rd Ave, Unit 6A

Bayside, NY 11361 Jamaica, New York 11414
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Mon Yuck Yu, Co-Founder

Rachelle Ocampo Academy of Medical and Public Health Services
National Federation of Filipino American Associations 5306 Third Avenue, 2nd floor

New York Chapter Brooklyn, New York 11220

Mohamed Q. Amin, Executive Director Jaclyn Reyes, Organizer

Caribbean Equality Project Little Manila Queens Bayanihan Arts

P.O. Box 200248 Queens, New York

Queens, New York 11420
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Annetta Seecharan, Executive Director Jerry Vattamala, Director of Democracy Program
Chhaya Community Development Corporation Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
37-43 77th Street, #2 99 Hudson Street, 12th Floor
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 New York, New York 10013
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Mae Lee, Executive Director Don Lee, Executive Director
Chinese Progressive Association Homecrest
230 Grand Street, Room 504 1413 Avenue T

New York, New York 10013 Brooklyn, New York
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Brianna Cea, President Victoria Leahy, Chief of Staff
OCA-NY Asian Pacific American Advocates Woodside on the Move
P.O. Box 3233 51-23 Queens Boulevard
New York, New York 10008 Woodside, New York 11377
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Beatrice Chen, Executive Director Anita Gundanna and Vanessa Leung, Co-Executive Directors
Immigrant Social Services Coalition for Asian American Children and Families
137 Henry Street, 4th Floor 50 Broad Street, 18th Floor
New York, New York 10002 New York, New York 10004

% -~ g
- o

Jagpreet Singh, Interim Political Director Yang Chen, Executive Director

DRUM - Desis Rising Up & Moving Asian American Bar Association of New York
72-18 Roosevelt Avenue 45 Rockefeller Plaza, 20th Floor

Jackson Heights, New York 11372 New York, New York 10111
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Ansen Tang, Executive Director

United Chinese Association of Brooklyn
1787 Stillwell Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11223



