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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF FLORIDA, et al.,

Appellants,
V. Case No.: SC14-1905
L.T. Nos.: 1D14-3953
KEN DETZNER, et al., 2012-CA-00412
Appellees. 2012-CA-00490

APPELLANTS’AGREED MOTION TO EXTEND
BRIEFING SCHEDULE AND ENLARGE PAGE LIMITS

Appellants The League of Women Voters of Florida, Common Cause,
Brenda Ann Holt, J. Steele Olmstead, Robert Allen Schaeffer, and Roland
Sanchez-Medina, Jr. (collectively, the “Coalition Plaintiffs”) and Appellants Rene
Romo, Benjamin Weaver, William Everett Warinner, Jessica Barrett, June Keener,
Richard Quinn Boylan, and Bonita Agan (collectively, the “Romo Plaintiffs,” and
together with the Coalition Plaintiffs, the “Plaintiffs” or “Appellants”) move this
Court to extend the deadlines for all briefs established by this Court’s briefing
schedule and enlarge the page limits as follows:

1. In this case, the Plaintiffs have appealed the final judgment(s) of the
trial court that declared that the Legislature’s 2012 congressional redistricting plan
violated article Ill, section 20 of the Florida Constitution and approved the
subsequent redistricting plan enacted by the Legislature in special session as the

proper remedy for that constitutional violation. Two of the defendants, the Florida



House of Representatives and the Florida Senate (collectively, the “Legislative
Defendants”), have cross-appealed the trial court’s final judgment.

2. The First District Court of Appeal certified the judgment for direct
review by this Court, and this Court accepted jurisdiction.

3. In its October 23, 2014, order accepting jurisdiction, the Court

established the following briefing schedule:

Initial Brief November 12, 2014
Answer Brief and Initial Brief on Cross-Appeal December 2, 2014

Reply Brief and Answer Brief on Cross-Appeal December 12, 2014
Cross-Reply Brief December 22, 2014

The Court also set the case for oral argument on Wednesday, March 4, 2015, and
warned that no continuances of that date would be granted except upon a showing
of extreme hardship.

4, Although the Plaintiffs have been working diligently on preparing
their initial brief, they do not believe they can adequately prepare an adequate and
complete initial brief that will be helpful to the Court by November 12, 2014, due
to the size of the record and the number and complexity of legal issues. However,
the Plaintiffs also recognize the need for prompt resolution of this case and do not
intend to seek any extension that would lead the Court to alter the oral argument
date. They believe it is important that this case be argued at that time to give the
Court time to decide the appeal and, if the Court rules in the Plaintiffs’ favor, to

allow sufficient time for any necessary proceedings on remand to be completed in
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time for the 2016 election.! The Plaintiffs also recognize the need for the Court and
its staff to have sufficient time to prepare for the oral argument in this case.

5. On October 27, 2014, the parties in this case conferred by conference
call to discuss the briefing of this appeal and cross-appeal. The Plaintiffs and
Legislative Defendants agreed that to adequately brief the fact-intensive and
complex issues in this case, they would require additional time. They spent
significant time analyzing the Court’s briefing schedule and their calendars and
negotiated the proposed revised briefing schedule set forth below, which they
believe should still result in the briefing being completed in time for the Court to
prepare for oral argument as scheduled.

6. The Plaintiffs and Legislative Defendants also determined that they
would need expanded page limits to allow them to adequately brief the issues in a
manner most helpful to the Court. Much of the trial court briefing on the
controlling issues exceeded 100 pages with smaller font sizes, and the appellate
briefing will have to include a statement of the case and of the facts in addition to
legal argument. The parties are fully cognizant of the need to file briefs that are as
concise as possible and have each pledged to endeavor to stay as far below the

expanded limits as they are able. And while they would normally prepare the

! They also note that a continuance of oral argument to April 2015

would create a substantial hardship for the attorney the Plaintiffs expect to conduct
oral argument.



expanded briefs first and tender them with a motion to expand the page limits,?
they believe it would be better to address this on the front end with a single motion
applicable to all briefs to avoid the delays that would be caused by the need for
separate rulings as to each brief. They ultimately negotiated the proposed page
limits in the schedule below.

7. The Coalition Plaintiffs and the Romo Plaintiffs currently plan to file
joint briefs and note that if they instead filed separate briefs, the combined page
limits of those briefs would equal or exceed the requested expanded limits.
Similarly, the House and the Senate currently plan to file joint briefs and note that
If they instead filed separate briefs, the combined page limits of those briefs would
equal or exceed the requested expanded limits. In the event joint briefs are not
ultimately filed, these parties agree that the individual briefs will be subject to the
page limitations in the Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure. In other words, the
requested page limit expansions would only apply if the parties file joint briefs.

8. Counsel for Appellee the NAACP, which intervened below in
opposition to the Plaintiffs but has not cross-appealed, has agreed to the proposed
briefing schedule with its answer brief to be due at the same time as the Legislative

Defendants’ answer brief and initial brief on cross-appeal. The NAACP does not

2 Cf. Bennett v. Fla. Nat’l Bank, 517 So. 2d 97, 97 (Fla. 1st DCA 1987)
(indicating that the proposed brief should generally be attached to a motion to file
an enlarged brief).



oppose expanded page limits for the other parties’ briefs, but does not request an

expansion for its answer brief.

9. Counsel for Appellees the Secretary of State and the Attorney General

were included in the consultations discussed above, but those parties do not

currently plan to file briefs and take no position on these issues.

10. The proposed briefing schedule and page limits negotiated by the

parties are as follows:

Brief

Requested Due Date

Requested Page Limits

Initial Brief

November 21, 2014

100 if a joint brief is filed,
otherwise 50 each

Answer Brief and Initial
Brief on Cross-Appeal of
Legislative Defendants

December 19, 2014

150 if a joint brief is filed,
otherwise 85 each

Answer Brief of any other
Appellees

December 19, 2014

50

Reply Brief/Answer Brief
on Cross-Appeal of all
Appellants

January 9, 2015

80, not more than 30 of
which may be devoted to
reply, if a joint brief is
filed, otherwise 50 each,
not more than 15 of which
may be devoted to reply

Reply Brief on Cross-
Appeal of Legislative
Defendants

January 23, 2015

30, if a joint brief is filed,
otherwise 15 each

11. Undersigned counsel certifies that they have conferred with counsel

for the Legislative Defendants, as well as counsel for Appellee NAACP, and all of
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these parties agree to the relief requested in this motion. Undersigned counsel has

also conferred with counsel for the Appellees Secretary of State and Attorney

General, and those parties take no position on this motion.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiffs respectfully request that this Court adopt the

briefing schedule and page limits set forth above.
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Counsel for Attorney General Pam
Bondi

J. Andrew Atkinson

Ashley Davis

Dep. of State, 500 S. Bronough Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
jandrew.atkinson@dos.myflorida.com
ashley.davis@dos.myflorida.com
Diane.wint@dos.myflorida.com
Counsel for Florida Secretary of State
Ken Detzner

Charles T. Wells

George N. Meros, Jr.

Jason L. Unger

Andy Bardos

Gray Robinson, P.A.

301 South Bronough Street, Suite 600
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
Charles.Wells@gray-robinson.com
George.Meros@gray-robinson.com
Jason.Unger@gray-robinson.com
Andy.Bardos@gray-robinson.com
croberts@gray-robinson.com



Perkins Coie, LLP

1201 Third Avenue, Suite 4800
Seattle, Washington 98101-3099
akhanna@perkinscoie.com
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