IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
CIVIL ACTION No. _1:15-CV-559

THE CITY OF GREENSBORO, LEWIS A.
BRANDON III, JOYCE JOHNSON,
NELSON JOHNSON, RICHARD ALAN
KORITZ, SANDRA SELF KORITZ, AND
CHARLI MAE SYKES,

Plaintiffs, DECLARATION OF NANCY
HOFFMANN

V.

THE GUILFORD COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTIONS,

Defendant.

Nancy Hoffmann declares and states as follows:

L. I am over eighteen (18) years of age, competent to give this declaration, and
have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration.

2 [ am a citizen, resident, and registered voter in the City of Greensboro.

3. I am currently a member of the Greensboro City Council, representing
District #4. I was originally elected to that seat in 2011 and was re-elected in 2013.

4. Based on my experience as a member of the Greensboro City Council, I am
confident that the General Assembly’s actions, in enacting H.B. 263—which wholly

alters the makeup of the council districts and changes the method of election from
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primary/election to election/runoff—are harmful to both potential candidates for council
and voters in Greensboro.

5. One of the first things that I did as a potential candidate was to analyze the
district in which I lived and would run. Not only did I assess whether I believed that I
could and would effectively represent the people living in that district, I also assessed the
political, socio-economic and other aspects of the district’s population in order to
determine whether I had a chance to win the election. I would expect any potential
candidate to do the same.

6. Campaigns for city council require substantial sums of money and a
significant organizational effort. Candidates must identify and communicate with voters,
persuade them to vote and vote for you and turn them out on Election Day. Analyzing
whether that is possible within a district takes more than a few weeks. I began my
assessment some nine months before the election.

7. The public rationale being presented for the change in the Greensboro
government model to eight districts and a mayor is to allow for more highly qualified and
experienced business people to run for Council in smaller districts. The practical reality
is that this is impossible to achieve within the time frame that has been presented to our
citizens. Based on my experience, in light of the facts that (1) the new districts were
revealed on July 2, 2015 (less than two weeks ago) and (2) filing for candidates begins on

July 27, 2015 (two weeks from today), there is no way that a potential candidate can
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appropriately analyze the district and make an informed decision as to whether to file for
a council seat.
8. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this the 13th day of July 2015.

/@ncy Hoffmann  C )
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