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Summary: Ron Jarmin (August 20, 2018)

Questions on the census need to show a statutory or regulatory need, Tr. 17, as all
questions on the decennial census are an imposition. Tr. 406-507. Accordingly, the Census is
obligated to use administrative records in lieu of direct data collection if possible. Tr. 59-60. Dr.
Jarmin described alternatives that are less burdensome than the citizenship question to get data to
meet DOJ’s stated need. Tr. 27-28, 48-49, 66-69. Technical meetings between the Census
Bureau and the requesting agency are important to identify how best to meet the data need; in
this case, there was no meeting with DOJ. Tr. 32-38, 58-62, 64-69, 88, 101, 105, 107-108, 37-3.

In October 2017, Dr. Jarmin believed the process for adding questions to the 2020 census
was closed. Tr. 378-379. Dr. Jarmin learned of the possibility of a citizenship question shortly
before the Gary letter dated December 12, 2017. Tr. 21, 24-25, 377. Dr. Jarmin was involved in
finding stakeholders for Secretary Ross to speak with; since most stakeholders opposed the
citizenship question, Jarmin sought out supporters for the record. Tr. 149, 153, 155, 408-409.

There is a well-established process of adding questions to the census, which was not
followed here. Tr. 44-46, 44-46, 47-48, 50-52, 54-56, 138-139. There is typically a multi-year
testing process for the census. Tr. 259-261. Testing is important and could have been done for
citizenship question. Tr. 178-185, 223-224, 234-235. Many factors can impact how a question
performs on the census and its sensitivity, including the political climate and order of questions.
Tr. 194, 197, 289-292. 1t is not fair to assume a question will perform the same on different
surveys. Tr. 220-221. The Bureau has not analyzed whether citizenship question will perform the
same on the decennial census as on ACS. Tr. 221-222. In addition, there was an unusual absence
of outside experts and census advisory committee input when deciding whether to add the
citizenship question; the census advisory committees opposed adding it. Tr. 83-87, 236-257.

The Census Bureau believed that Alternative D would result in poorer quality citizenship
data. Tr. 143-145. Dr. Jarmin agreed with the Census Bureau’s recommendations. Tr. 117-118,
127-128, 405-406. The Census Burecau found that administrative data is more accurate than self-
response data for citizenship data. Tr. 399. The Bureau provided Commerce with evidence of
populations that would have responded to census without the citizenship question, but would not
with a citizenship question. Tr. 308-309. Dr. Jarmin explained that the citizenship question adds
burden to the census and is very likely to lead to decline in self-response. Tr. 274, 278-280, 306-
307. Dr. Jarmin testified that he does not think the Census Bureau has analyzed the efficacy of its
NRFU procedures for noncitizen households in comparison to other segments of the population.
Tr. 280-284, 286-287.

Secretary Ross was the genesis of Alternative D. Tr. 122, 124. Census Bureau staff never
had substantive conversations with Commerce officials about Alternative D. Tr. 167-168, 169.
The Census Bureau did not have substantive input into the Ross decision memo. Tr. 171, 173.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
NEW YORK IMMIGRATION COALITION, ET AL.,
Plaintiffs,
vS. Case No. 1:18-CF-05025-JMF

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, ET AL.,

Defendants.

Washington, D.C.
Monday, August 20, 2018
Deposition of:
DR. RON JARMIN
called for oral examination by counsel for
Plaintiffs, pursuant to notice, at the office of
Arnold & Porter, 601 Massachusetts Avenue NW,
Washington, D.C., before KAREN LYNN JORGENSON,
RPR, CSR, CCR of Capital Reporting Company,
beginning at 9:03 a.m., when were present on
behalf of the respective parties:
Veritext Legal Solutions
Mid-Atlantic Region
1250 Eye Street NW - Suite 350

Washington, D.C. 20005
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(Exhibits retained by reporter for other

depositions in this matter.)

Veritext Legal Solutions
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On behalf of New York Immigration
Coalition, CASA De Maryland, American-Arab
Anti-Discrimination Committee, ADC Research
Institute and Make the Road New York:
David Gersch, Esquire
Peter Grossi, Esquire
Caroline Kelly, Esqguire
ARNOLD & PORTER
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(202) 662-5458
ktilak@cov.com
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On behalf of State of New York:
Danielle Fidler, Esquire
Elena Goldstein, Esquire
Ajay Saini, Esquire (Telephonically)
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION BUREAU
28 Liberty Street
New York, New York 10005
(212) 416-8441
danielle.fidler@ag.ny.gov
elena.goldstein@ag.ny.gov
ajay.saini@ag.ny.gov

On behalf of Defendants:
Kate Bailey, Esquire
Carlotta Wells, Esquire
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
20 Massachusetts Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 305-9802
kate.bailey@usdoj.gov
carlotte.wells@usdoj.gov

Michael Cannon, Esquire

David M.S. Dewhirst,Esquire

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, OFFICE OF THE
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL FOR FINANCE &
LITIGATION

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Room 5890
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(202) 482-5395

mcannon@doc.gov

ddewhirst@doc.gov

Miles Ryan, Esquire

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, OFFICE OF THE
CHIEF COUNSEL FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

4600 Silver Hill Road

Washington, D.C. 20233

(301) 763-9844

miles.f.ryan.iii@census.gov
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ALSO PRESENT: Herman Habermann

Katherine Wallman

VIDEOGRAPHER: Solomon Francis

Veritext Legal Solutions
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PROCEEDTINGS
WHEREUPON,

MR. YEOMANS: 1I'd like the same order as
Dr. Abowd.

VIDEOGRAPHER: Good morning. We're going
on the record at 9:03 a.m., August 20, 2018. This
begins Media Unit 1 of the video recorded
deposition of Dr. Ron Jarmin taken in the matter
of New York Immigration Coalition, plaintiffs
v. U.S. Department of Commerce and all defendants,
Case Number is 1:18-CV-05025-JMF and
1:18-CV-2921-JMF filed in the U.S. District Court
for the Southern District of New York.

This deposition is being held at the law
office of Arnold & Porter Kaye Scholer, LLP,
located 601 Massachusetts Avenue Northwest,
Washington D.C.

My name is Solomon Francis with the firm
of Veritext Legal Solutions. I am the
videographer. The court reporter 1is
Karen Jorgenson with Veritext Legal Solutions.

Counsels' appearances will be noted on the

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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stenographic record.
Will the court reporter please swear in
the witness, and you may proceed?
DR. RON JARMIN,
called as a witness, and having been first duly
sworn, was examined and testified as follows:
THE WITNESS: Yes, I do.

EXAMINATION BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q Can you please state your name for the
record?

A Ron Jarmin.

Q Good morning. My name is
Elena Goldstein. I'm one of the attorneys for the

State of New York in this case, and I'll be
starting the deposition today.
Have you ever been deposed before?

A Not like this, no.

Q So I'm just going to go through some of
the basic ground rules. I'm going to ask, because
we have the court reporter who is taking down all
of my guestions and your answers, that you ask --

answer questions orally rather than nodding your

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q So it is fair to say that questions on
the census also need to show a statutory or
regulatory need, correct?

A Uh-huh. Yes. : 7

401/403

Q Thank you.

Does the Census Bureau solicit questions
or new data requests from the agencies?

A So, yeah. There is a process where we
inform people, and, you know -- so the ACS goes
through a content review and agencies participate
in that.

Q Does the Census also go through a contact
review?

A Typically not, no. Not that T recall.

Q Is there a timeline by which the

Census Bureau asks agencies if they have new data

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 1, Gary letter, was

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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employer, business in the country. A number of
current economic indicator surveys, monthly retail
trade, wholesale trade, those sorts of things.

Q Okay. I'll take that Dback.

EEEEREEBREEEEREREEEY Y Y

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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When was the next time you heard about
the possibility of a citizenship question being
added to the census? 401/403

A  Probably shortly before the -- the letter
came from Art Gary.

Q Tell me how you learned about this.

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q With Wendy Teramoto?

A No.

Q Any other communications with anyone from

the Department of Commerce about the citizenship

question --
A No.
Q -- before you received --
A No.
Q -- the letter?
A No.

Q And I'm just going to ask just for the
record --

A That's fine.

Q -- I know that my questions are often
going to be really predictable, and that's really
just for the Court and for the transcript, if I
can finish first and then you answer.

A Go ahead.

Q Thank you.

So how many days prior to receiving the
Gary letter did you hear about the possibility of

a citizenship question? 401/403

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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A I don't recall for sure. I would say not
much more than a couple weeks.
Q And after you learned a couple weeks

before receiving this Gary letter that this
request was coming, what did you do?
A We didn't do anything in particular.

Q What did you do in general?

A I mean, nothing. Kept an eye out for the
letter.
Q Did you tell anyone in Census to also

keep an eye out for this letter?

A So, yeah. You know, my assistant, folks
in -- in our correspondence office, you know.

Q Anyone else?

A I don't think so, no.

Q Did you speak to Dr. Abowd about it?

A I don't recall having a particular

conversation about the citizenship letter or
anything, but, you know, with anyone, other than
front office staff before the -- so.

Q Did you start any preparations for that

letter prior to receiving it?

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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they wanted a question.
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q Do you remember any other details?

A Of -- prior to the letter?

Q Exactly.

A No.

Q Okay.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2, Email, was

marked.)

BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q I'm showing you what's been marked as
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 2. 1Is there a difference
between wanting a question and wanting citizenship
information?

MS. BAILEY: Objection. Vague.
THE WITNESS: So there -- there is.
There's the need for the data, and then there's
how you source the data to fulfill that need.
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN: 401/403
Q Can you explain a little bit more to me?
A So there's often multiple sources of

information that could be used to either fully or

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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partially meet a particular measurement objective.
And so the Census Bureau often explores whether
there's a nonsurvey source that we could use
rather than putting a burden on the public through
a survey question.

Q So is it fair to say that a citizenship
qgquestion is one way to get that data?

A Yes.

Q And there are other ways, as well?

A In this case, yes.

Q Okay. So let's look at this Exhibit 2.
It is Bates number 1332. Do you recognize this
document?

A Yeah, I guess.

Q What is it?

A An email.

Q This is an email from Aaron Willard dated
12/15/2007 [sic] to you, correct?

A Uh-huh.

Q I'm sorry. You need yes Or no.
A Yes.
Q

Thank you.

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Plaintiffs' Exhibit 4. 1It's Bates stamp 1357.

A

So I don't recall this exactly, but I

think we were -- Barry Robinson, who was at OGC at

the time, was reaching out to Art Gary at DOJ to

see if we could set up a time to discuss the

letter.

Q

A
Q
A

401/403/802
What is OGC?
Office of General Counsel.
And is that -- which department is that?

Commerce.

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q And why was Barry reaching out to Gary to

set up a time to discuss the letter?

A So I believe that Barry knew Gary,

1

)3

and, you know, we wanted -- we wanted to meet with

them to discuss their request.

Q Why is that?

A Because we typically meet with folks who
have a data request.
And what's the purpose of that meeting?
To understand their -- their needs.

Can you tell me a little bit more?

¥ O P ©

So to have them describe what they need
from a technical perspective so that we can best
understand how we would go about seeing if we
could EulEilil 3.

Q Who typically attends those meetings?

A Usually, methodologists and technical
people.

0 From?

A From Census, along with the subject
matter experts from the requesting organization.

Q Who are the subject matter experts that

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830




L)

A

452

43

14

15

16

AL/

18

1)

20

2

22

Case 1:18-cv-02921-JMF Document 511-2 Filed 11/07/18 Page 22 of 70

Page 34
would attend -- that would typically attend from
the Department of Justice? 401

A So in this case, I guess it would be the

folks that were involved in Voting Rights Act

enforcement.
Q Do you know who those people are?
A I don't have firsthand knowledge, no.

Q Do you know what job titles they have?

A I can't tell you.

Q Are there statisticians or methodologists
at the Department of Justice who are involved in
voting rights enforcement? 602 /401

MS. BAILEY: Objection.
THE WITNESS: I don't know.
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q Why is it important to have a meeting to
understand their technical needs?

A So it's important so that when you go
through the expense and effort of a data
collection, that it actually solves the

measurement objective that the subject matter

experts have in mind.

Veritext Legal Solutions
215-241-1000 ~ 610-434-8588 ~ 302-571-0510 ~ 202-803-8830
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Q How long do those meetings typically
take?

A You know, they vary. Some requesting
agencies have very well-defined requests and we
understand it clearly and it could happen

efficiently, and some requesting organizations are

less organized. So, you know, it's context
specific.

Q Can you give me a range?

A I mean, anywhere from, you know, one or

two meetings to many months of negotiations.

Q Prior to the citizenship question, had
you received requests for data from the
Department of Justice specifically?

A Well, we do -- so I don't know if we
received requests or not. I mean, we do produce
Citizen Voting Age Population data from the ACS,
and I know there had been conversations between
Census and Justice regarding those data. So I
would assume so, but I was not involved in any of
those conversations or how that was initiated.

Q And those were prior to your becoming --
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Yes.

-- acting director?

P o P

Yes.
Q Is it fair to say that part of the

purpose for these technical meetings is to

determine the fit between the data that the agency

is requesting and the way in which the
Census Bureau obtains that data?
MS. BAILEY: Objection. Vague.
THE WITNESS: So I'll answer what I think
your question is
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q All right.

A The reason is there's a subject matter
need for information, and the Census Bureau will
try to understand what that need is and best
design a data collection and processing
methodology to meet the subject matter experts'
requirement.

BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:
Q Has DOJ ever asked for a question to be

added to the short form of the census prior and
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persistent to the citizenship question?
MS. BAILEY: Objection.
THE WITNESS: Not that I know of.
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:
Q Are you aware of any agency asking for a
question to be added to the short form?
A Not to my knowledge, no.
Q Do agencies -- agencies typically request
data, not questions, correct?
A No. That -- agencies often will request

a question when they're really requesting data,
because they don't know the difference.

Q And that's why you have those meetings,
correct?

A Yes.

Q So turning back to Exhibit 4, did you get
any more information from Barry about his efforts

to reach out to Gary?

A I -- I don't think that we did. I mean,
it was -- you know, this was coming up on the
holidays. I'm getting -- communicating with folks

was a little hit or miss. And so we certainly
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didn't get anything that was substantive [sic]

that I recall. But it was -- I think there was
some -- some inefficiencies in the communication
channel. So --

Q Why do you say that?

A -- I -- it didn't seem like, you know,
that he was making himself available to talk to
Barry, so. 302

Q And when you say he, "he," you're
refer- --

A Gary, yeah.

Q It's a rhyme. It's like a limerick.

A Yeah.

Q But at some point, looking at the top

email here, Barry did speak to Mr. Gary, correct?

A Correct. XYes.
Q And do you know what they conversed
about?

A I think they were trying to set up a
meeting, and that didn't happen.
Q Okay. Did Barry -- did you learn

anything else from Barry, other than what you told
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folks from the White House about the citizenship

question?
A No.
Q Prior to receiving the Gary letter, did

you have communications with anyone associated
with the White House about the citizenship
question?

A No.

Q And after receiving the Gary letter, did
you have communications with anyone affiliated
with the White House about the citizenship
question?

A No.

Q I'll take that.

MS. GOLDSTEIN: I apologize I do not have
a lot of those exhibits.

(Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6, 2020 Census:
Adding Content to the Questionnaire, was marked.)
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q I'm showing you what's been Bates stamped
Plaintiffs' Exhibit 6. It is a two-page document

marked 9865 and 9867 entitled 2020 Census: Adding

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Content to the Questionnaire.
Do you recognize this document? Let's
look at the first page first.

A You know, I recognize -- I mean, I'm not
sure where this came from, but I think this looks
like the process, yes.

Q When you say this looks like the process,
what does that mean?

A The process for adding questions to
the -- the ACS and decennial.

Q And the process for adding to the ACS and
decennial is the same, correct?

A Yes. We call it the ACS, used to be the
long form of the census.

Q And when we refer to the decennial or the
census, we're referring to the short form?

A The short form.

Q So if you look at the very top, it says,
"The Census Bureau follows a well-established
process when adding questions to the decennial
census."

A Uh-huh.
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Q Do you agree with that statement?

A Uh-huh. Yes. 401/403

Q And it says that -- and is it part of

that well-established process having those
technical meetings that you just referred to?

A Yes. I mean, it's not laid out in here,
but that is generally part of the process.

Q So looking at Step 1 --

A Uh-huh.

Q -- do you agree that typ- -- the
typical -- well -- or I'm sorry. Withdrawn.

Do you agree the well-established process
first provides that upon receiving requests,
lawyers at the Department of Commerce work closely
with OMB to determine whether data fulfill legal,
regulatory or constitutional requirements?

A Yes.

Q And Step 2, do you agree that upon
determining that a new question is warranted, that
the Census Bureau must notify Congress of its
intent to answer the question?

A Uh-huh.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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I'm sorry. I need --
A Yes. Yes.
Q Thank you.
And how does the Census Bureau determine

that a new question is warranted?

A So, again, that's -- you know,
there's -- whether there's a legal or statutory,
regulatory reason, and then whether it's feasible
to ask that question.

Q What does that mean?

A That we can actually get valid responses
from respondents.

Q How do you -- how does the Census Bureau
determine that?

A Often through testing or what have you.
So we do cognitive testing to see if people
understand questions.

Q What other kinds of testing do you do?

A That's really the primary type of
testing. You know, look at the quality of the
data we get back from that, determine how best to

word the question.
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Q Other than testing wording, are there
other things the Census Bureau looks at to
determine whether or not a question is feasible?

A So not -- so they -- the -- you know, on
the business side, we look to see whether the
companies keep records of the thing that we're
requesting. On the household side, that's usually
less formal. So it's whether they understand the
question and can answer it, so. 401/403

Q Are there other issues that go into
whether or not a question will lead to a valid
response from respondents?

A So, you know, there's testing. There's
comparing it to other sources of information,
trying to understand whether we're getting

high-quality responses. That's not always

possible.

Q Is there another source of data for the

citizenship information?
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A In this case, yes, there is another
source of data. 401/403

Q And what was that source of data?

A Administrative records from, primarily
from the Social Security Administration, but also
from USCIS and the State Department.

Q Are there any other aspects of this
process of determining whether or not a new
question is warranted?

MS. BAILEY: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: So the warranted is a
different term. Census Bureau is usually looking
for feasible. So the subject matter expert
requesting the information is assumed to know
whether the information is needed or not, and we
look for a way to see if we can provide the
information that they need.

BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q And that, again, goes back to those
technical meetings --

A Yes.

Q -- between the subject matter experts at

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Census and the subject matter experts at the

agency --
A Correct.
Q -- correct?
A Correct.
Q So continuing on Step 2, this says,
skipping down a line, "This is an intentionally

[sic] process designed to give Congress the
ability to review the topics and questions on the
questionnaire before they're finalized?"
A Uh-huh.
Q Do you agree with that statement?
A Uh-huh. Yes. Sorry.
Q "If an additional topic is required, it
is imperative that Congress be notified as soon as
possible."
Do you agree?
MR. ROSENBERG: Excuse me. I think
people that are dialed in can no longer hear the
deposition.
MS. GOLDSTEIN: Can we go off the

deposition for a minute?
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VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is 9:46 a.m.
We're going off the record.
(Off the record.)
VIDEOGRAPHER: The time is 9:48 a.m. We
are back on the record.
Please proceed, Counsel.
BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:
Q So we're still on 9865. And if we look
to Step 3, "The Census Bureau must notify the
public and invite comments regarding the change in
the questionnaire with the Federal Register
notice."
Is that correct?
A Yes.
Q And do you agree that that is also part
of the well-established process?
A Yes.
Q And has this step of the process been
followed for the citizenship question?
A It has not. This is in process. This
part is to have the Paperwork Reduction Act

package that goes to the Office of Management and
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Budget, to Nancy Potok's office. I'm not sure
where in the process, but the whole package for
the census will be sent out. The citizenship
guestion will be part of that package.

Q And Step 4, "The Census Bureau must test
the wording of the new question."

A Right.

Q Do you agree that that is also part of
the well-established process of adding content to
the census questionnaire? 01 i

A Yes.

Q And the citizenship question has not been
tested, correct?

A That's -- that's not correct.

Q Okay. The citizenship question has not
been tested in the context of the decennial

census, correct?

A That s correct.

O  The next sentence says, "It is too late
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Q And did additional testing on a smaller
scale get developed for the 20- -- for the
citizenship question --

A No.

. 401/403

Q -- for the 2020 census?

A No.

Q And was additional testing on a smaller
scale implemented for the citizenship question on

the 2020 census?

PL Obj (55:11 to 56:1),
FRE 701, 702, 703, 704,
705

@ gos
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So Step 4 was not followed, correct?
No.
I'm sorry? 401/403

It was not.

0 P O P ©

Okay. Step 5 is, "The Census Bureau must
make additional operational adjustments beyond
testing to include new content. This includes
redesigning the paper questionnaire and adjusting
the paper data capture system."

Has that occurred for the citizenship

question?

A I believe this is ongoing.

Q So it's in progress for the citizenship
question?

A Yes:

Q "For Internet self-response, the

additional question will require system
redevelopment, once for English and then again for
Spanish.™

Has that occurred for the citizenship

question?
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Q Is it fair to say it's another -- another
version of the process that's listed on 98657?

A Yes.

Q And do you agree that this is another
version of the well-established process when
adding questions to the decennial census?

A Sure. Yes.

Q Anything you disagree with in 986772

MS. BAILEY: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: No.

BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q I'll take that back.

After you learned of the citizenship
question, were you given any instructions
about -- withdrawn.

After you learned about this citizenship
question, a couple of weeks before receiving the
Gary letter, were you given any instructions?

A No.

Q After receiving the Gary letter, were you

given any instructions about next steps? 401/405

A I don't think we were given explicit
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instructions. I think it was taken for granted
that we were going to start this process.

Q The well-established process for adding a
question to the census? .

A Yes. 77 -

Q The first step of which is the technical

meetings.

A Technical meetings.

A Well, I recall meeting with my staff and
discussing, you know, how we were going to
proceed, and we were trying to take as broad a
view as possible. So I believe, you know, it was
agreed that we would -- we would explore the use
of administrative records to fulfill the request,
as well. 401/403

Q And why was that an area that you were
exploring?

MS. BAILEY: Objection. Vague.

THE WITNESS: Well, it's an area that we
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always explore. So for -- you know, it's often

easier, potentially more accurate to 4071 1403
U /[ FUD

administrative records, but it's also the
intention of Congress in Title 13, the census
code, that when possible, we use administrative
records in lieu of direct collection. So this is
something that we typically -- typically do.

BY MS. GOLDSTEIN:

Q Did you receive any direction from
Secretary Ross at this point?

a wen

Q Did you receive any directions from

0 So let's talk a little bit more about

what you did after you first received the Gary
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letter. What exactly did you ask your staff to
do?

A So we -- you know, we knew that the
question was already on the ACS, so the testing
thing was not a priority. ¥ou know; I think we
all agreed that the question on the ACS performed
as well as it could. The focus was primarily on
seeing whether the administrative records assets
that we have at the Census Bureau were useful in

this regard to do a comparison of administrative

records and -- and survey responses on the ACS and

to come up with a -- with an analysis and
suggestions as to what's the best way to proceed.

Q Did you have a timeline that you were
working on?

A So we were on a tight timeline because,
obviously, we needed to provide the questions to
Congress by the end of March. So the Secretary
needed to make a decision prior to that, so we
were trying to work as quickly as we could.

Q And had anyone from Commerce given you

any interim timelines before the point at which
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