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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Case No. 1:24-cv-21983-JB
CUBANOS PA’LANTE, et al.,
Plaintiffs,
V.

FLORIDA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, et al.,

Defendants.
/

PLAINTIFFS’ REPLY IN SUPPORT OF
MOTION FOR NEW MEDIATOR

Plaintiffs file this short reply in support of their Motion for New Mediator (ECF No. 113)
to address a few points raised by Defendants in their Response (ECF No. 114, “Resp.”).

First, Plaintiffs move the Court to direct the selection of a new mediator not because they
“don’t like” Mr. Hanzman, Resp. at 1, but because—based on their counsel’s direct experience
with him mediating a similar case—they are convinced that Mr. Hanzman would not be an effective
mediator in this case, and for the other reasons stated in the Motion.

Second, Defendants suggest that Plaintiffs have inappropriately delayed scheduling
mediation. Resp. at 2-3. But as Defendants recount, all parties agreed to schedule mediation “later
rather than sooner,” ECF 114-1 at 1, and Plaintiffs’ counsel asked to wait to schedule a mediation
date until Plaintiff FIU ACLU Club’s new leadership was in place, so that no club leaders would
be excluded from mediation. /d.; Resp. at 2. Defendants’ counsel agreed and asked to be notified
once the new club leadership was in place. ECF No. 114-1 at 1. But to-date, the club’s executive
board for the 2025-26 academic year is still not fully set. Plaintiffs’ counsel stands by their
previous agreement with Defendants’ counsel to notify them and schedule mediation once Club
leadership is fully in place for the upcoming academic year.

Third, Plaintiffs reiterate that their request is not made lightly, nor was it a rushed decision.
The undersigned attorneys would not be filing this motion if they, having mediated another similar

case with Mr. Hanzman, were not firmly convinced that he would be ineffective here.!

' Needless to say, Plaintiffs’ counsel are unable to share any more specific details in a public filing
due to mediation confidentiality.
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Respectfully submitted June 25, 2025,

/s/ Nicholas L.V. Warren
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