Filing # 32235245 E-Filed 09/18/2015 02:35:33 PM

EXHIBIT A

RECEIVED, 09/18/2015 02:38:41 PM, Clerk, Supreme Court



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS OF FLORIDA, INC., et al.,
Appsdllants, Case No. SC14-1905
L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000412
V. L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000490

KEN DETZNER, in his officia
capacity as Florida Secretary of State,
etal.,

Appellees.

THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
REPLY IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR RECONSIDERATION

Appellee, the Florida House of Representatives (the “House”), replies to the
Codlition Appellants’ Response to the House' s Motion for Reconsideration.

1. Appellants do not deny that their proposed remedial plans were drawn
with improper partisan intent. Nor do Appellants dispute the facts cited by the
House. Instead, Appellants make the remarkable assertion that the constitutional
prohibition on improper intent does not apply to them or their maps—even though
Appellants offer the maps to the Judiciary for imposition on the citizens of Florida.

2. This Court has rejected Appellants’ position. In its recent Order, the
Court directed the trial court to accept proposed remedial plans from all parties and

to “make arecommendation to the Court . . . asto which map proposed by the par-



ties—or which portions of each map—best fulfills the specific directions in the
Court’s July 9, 2015, opinion and all constitutional requirements.” Order at 2-3
(Sep. 4, 2015) (emphases added). Thus, all parties that submit proposed remedial
plans to the trial court must comply with all constitutional requirements, and the
trial court and this Court must be able to eval uate compliance with those standards.

3. The footnote that Appellants emphasize in fact supports the House's
position. While the Court stated that the Appellants alternative maps were not
then on trid, it did not disregard the evidence of improper intent. It discarded the
summary-judgment maps, which were the most egregiously gerrymandered of Ap-
pellants maps, and it “relied on [Appellants' tria] maps only insomuch as they
show alternate ways—not necessarily the best or legally required way—to config-
ure the districts.” League of Women Voters of Fla. v. Detzner, 40 Fla. L. Weekly
432, 2015 WL 4130852, at *34 n.11 (Fla July 9, 2015) (“ Apportionment VII™).

4, Here, Appellants do not present their maps “simply to show there are
severa easlly available means that maximize constitutional compliance.” Resp. at
4. Instead, they offer their maps for ultimate adoption by this Court. Now, Appel-
lants’ maps are on trial—no less than the maps of other parties that might submit
proposals to the trial court for its recommendation. All parties stand before the tri-
al court with the same request: that the court recommend their maps for adoption.

To suggest that some parties must comply with the Florida Constitution’s anti-



gerrymandering provision, but that other parties may freely ignore that provision—
or that the Judiciary may impose a map drawn with improper intent, as long as the
map was not offered by the Legislature—is to adopt an interpretation utterly faith-
less to the will of the people who amended the Constitution. If Plaintiffs cannot
withstand scrutiny into the intent of their maps, then those maps are not suitable for
adoption by this Court and should be disqualified from further consideration.

5. In this remedial proceeding, all parties must play by the same rules.
The Constitution prohibits the efforts of both political parties to infiltrate and in-
fluence the redistricting process. This Court should reject PlaintiffS one-sided
reading of the Constitution and affirm that the Constitution prohibits partisanship
in redistricting, regardless of party affiliation. The application of different legal
standards and different degrees of scrutiny to the efforts of different political par-
ties to influence this State’s congressional districts would undermine public confi-
dence in the neutrality of the Constitution and the impartiality of the Judiciary.

6. This Court’s decisions have sent a clear and consistent message: the
Court takes serioudly its “important duty to honor and effectuate the intent of the
voters in passing Florida's groundbreaking constitutional amendment prohibiting
partisan or discriminatory intent in drawing the congressional apportionment plan.”
Apportionment VII, 2015 WL 4130852, at *47 (internal marks omitted). It takes

that responsibility seriously “because the people of Florida have, through their



congtitution, entrusted that responsibility to the judiciary.” 1d. If, however, that
standard of rigor applies to some parties but not all, and some litigants are permit-
ted to offer partisan maps for judicia adoption—no questions asked—then the
constitutional safeguard against gerrymandered districts will have been diluted and
defeated, and this Court’s efforts to give effect and meaning to the Fair Districts
Amendments will come to naught. In the performance of this Court’s solemn obli-
gation to approve a remedial plan for the State of Florida, it should ensure that the
prohibition on partisan intent is enforced consistently, with an even hand, to the
finish line. The voters did not approve the Fair Districts Amendments only to re-
side in districts drawn by partisan operatives and approved unwittingly by the
Court.

WHEREFORE, Appellee, the Florida House of Representatives, respectful -
ly requests that this Court permit discovery related to the alternative maps that

Plaintiffs disclosed on September 14, 2015.
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