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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA
ATLANTA DIVISION

ANNIE LOIS GRANT et al.,

Plaintiffs, CIVIL ACTION FILE
No. 1:22-CV-00122-SCJ
BRAD RAFFENSPERGER et al.,

Defendants.

ORDER

On October 26, 2023, this Céurt issued a judgment in favor of Plaintiffs
Annie Lois Grant et al. (“Grant Plaintiffs”) (Doc. No. [295]), finding that under
Section Two of the Voting Rights Act (“VRA”), the Grant Plaintiffs had satisfied
the standard required to show that the challenged redistricting plans, SB 1IEX and
HB 1EX, violate Section Two of the VRA as to the following enacted
district/areas: Enacted Senate Districts 10, 16, 17, 25, 28, 30, 34, 35, 44, and
Enacted House Districts 61, 64, 78, 117, 133, 142, 143, 145, 147, and 149 (Doc. No.

[294], 513).
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On November 22, 2023, Defendants notified this Court of their intention to
appeal the Court’s October 26, 2023 Order and Judgment against them. Doc. No.
[302]. Defendants also appealed the Court’s prior orders denying Defendants’
Motion for Partial Summary Judgment (Doc. No. [229]) and denying Defendants’
Motion to Dismiss (Doc. No. [43]). Id.

On April 29, 2026, the Supreme Court of the United States issued an

opinion in Louisiana v. Callais et al., that adjusted the VRA framework. 608 U.S.

85, 113-16 (2026). Under the parameters outlined in Callais, Section Two of the

VRA “imposes liability only when the circumstances give rise to a strong
inference that intentional discrimination occurred.” Id. at 113. Rather than

overruling the longstanding framework under Thornburg v. Gingles, 478 U.S. 30

(1986), Callias instead updated each part of the Gingles framework. Id. at 116. For
the first part of Gingles regarding numerosity and compactness, Callais requires
Plaintiffs to produce an illustrative map with an additional remedial district
without using race as a districting criterion, and mandates that the illustrative
map must meet “all the State’s legitimate districting objectives, including
traditional districting criteria and the State’s specified political goals.” Id. at 118~

19. Therefore, the illustrative maps must “’disentangle race” from politics and
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in which the Court’s prior judgment may have been changed by the new VRA
framework, to be submitted by THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2026 at 5:00 P.M.
If the Court finds it needs information beyond that in the supplemental briefs, it

may schedule oral arguments or take any other action appropriate at that point.

IT IS SO ORDERED this _»/¢4/ _day of October, 2026.
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HONORABLE STEVE C. JONES
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE




