
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 

JEANNE IVES, 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 

JB PRITZKER, in his official capacity as 
Governor of Illinois; BERNADETTE 
MATTHEWS, in her official capacity as 
Executive Director of the Illinois State Board 
of Elections; and the ILLINOIS STATE 
BOARD OF ELECTIONS, 

Defendants. 

 No. 3:26-cv-3158-SEM-DJQ 
 

GOVERNOR PRITZKER’S UNOPPOSED 
MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO ANSWER OR RESPOND 

Defendant JB Pritzker, in his official capacity as Governor of Illinois, hereby moves the 

Court for an extension of time, through and including Friday, July 10, 2026, to answer or otherwise 

respond to the complaint. 

Plaintiff filed this facial challenge to the Illinois Voting Rights Act of 2011, 10 ILCS 120/5-

1 et seq., on May 8, 2026.  Doc. 1.  Plaintiff served the complaint on Governor Pritzker on May 

14, 2026, and so the Governor’s deadline to answer or otherwise respond to the complaint is June 

4, 2026.  Doc. 6; see Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(a)(1)(A)(i).  Plaintiff requested that Director Matthews and 

the Illinois State Board of Elections (the “Board Defendants”) waive service of process, which 

those defendants did on May 11, 2026, making their deadline to answer or otherwise respond to 

the complaint July 10, 2026.  Docs. 4, 5; see Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(a)(1)(A)(ii).   
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The Governor respectfully requests that the Court extend his answer deadline to July 10, 

2026, the same day as the Board Defendants’ equivalent deadline.  An extension of the Governor’s 

answer deadline to July 10 will serve the goal of judicial economy, conserve the parties’ resources, 

and facilitate the efficient resolution of this action.  See Fed. R. Civ. P. 1.  The Governor and the 

Board Defendants anticipate moving to dismiss the complaint, and aligning the deadline for those 

motions will both permit plaintiffs to file a single consolidated response to the motions and permit 

the Court to adjudicate the motions together. 

Plaintiff does not oppose the relief sought in this motion. 

 

Dated: May 26, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 
 
KWAME RAOUL 
Attorney General of Illinois 
 
/s/ Alex Hemmer 
Alex Hemmer 
Michelle Petersen 
Holly Berlin 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General 
115 S. LaSalle St. 
Chicago, IL 60603 
alex.hemmer@ilag.gov 
(312) 814-3000 
 
Counsel for Defendants 
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