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September 25, 2025

Via E-Filing

The Honorable Scott S. Harris
Clerk of Court

Supreme Court of the United States
One First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20543

RE: Louisiana v. Callais, No0.24-109 (consolidated with Robinson v.
Callais, No. 24-110).

Dear Mr. Harris:

The Louisiana Department of State (“the Department of State”) respectfully writes
to the Court as a duly-elected constitutional officer of the State of Louisiana, La.
Const. Art. IV, §7. We write to notify the Court that the Louisiana Department of
Justice (“the Department of Justice”) does not represent the interests of the
Department of State in this matter. The Department of State is entitled to adequate
counsel and representation as the sole defendant in the case. This is consistent with
the three and a half years the Department of State has retained counsel independent
of any party to best represent the position, as well as the unique interests, of
administering elections.

Notably, the Department of Justice intervened in this matter on behalf of the State
of Louisiana, not the Department of State. Further, given the complete position
change by the Department of Justice before this Court, it cannot represent the
interests of the Department when the positions had previously been adversely
aligned. The Department of Justice cites La. Const. art. IV, § 8— “(3) for cause, when
authorized by the court which would have original jurisdiction and subject to judicial
review, (a) to institute, prosecute, or intervene in any criminal action or proceeding,
or (b) to supersede any attorney representing the state in any civil or criminal action.”
However, no cause has been asserted and no court has authorized such actions by the
Department of Justice.
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Respectfully, the Department of State is not a ministerial office, but a duly elected
constitutional position in the State of Louisiana, third in the order of succession, La.
Const. Art. IV, §14. As such the Department maintains that its interests may only
fully be represented and protected by its own counsel, a position maintained
throughout the entirety of the redistricting litigation of this decade.

Respectfully Submitted,

/s/ PHILLIP JOHN STRACH
Counsel of Record
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS
NELSON MULLINS RILEY &
SCARBOROUGH LLP
301 Hillsborough Street
Suite 1400
Raleigh, NC 27603
(919) 329-3800
PHIL.STRACH@NELSONMULLINS.COM

cc: All Counsel of Record
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

No. 24-109

LOUISTANA,

Appellant,

U.

PHILLIP CALLAIS, ET AL.,

Appellees.

STATE OF NEW YORK )

COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

I, Natasha S. Johnson, being duly sworn according to law and being over
the age of 18, upon my oath depose and say that:

I am retained by Counsel of Record for Appellee Nancy Landry, the

Secretary of State of Louisiana.

That on the 25th day of September, 2025, I served the within Secretary of
State Nancy Landry’s Letter in the above-captioned matter upon:

Jorge Benjamin Aguinaga
Counsel of Record

Louisiana Department of Justice
Attorney for Appellant Louisiana

1885 N. Third Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70802
(225) 506-3746
aguinagaB@ag.louisiana.gov

Edward Dean Greim

Counsel of Record

Graves Garrett LLC
Attorneys for Appellees Phillip
Callais, et al.

1100 Main Street, Suite 2700
Kansas City, MO 64105

(816) 256-3181
edgreim@gravesgarrett.com

Stuart Charles Naifeh

NAACP Legal Defense and Education
Fund, Inc.

Attorney for Appellants Press Robinson,
et al.

40 Rector St., 5th Floor

New York, NY 10006

(212) 965-2200

snaifeh@naacpldf.org

D. John Sauer

Solicitor General

United States Department of Justice
Attorney for United States

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

(202) 514-2217
supremectbriefs@usdoj.gov
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by sending one copy of same, addressed to each individual respectively,
through FedEx Overnight Mail. An electronic version was also served by
email to each individual.

That on the same date as above, I sent to this Court one copy of the
within Secretary of State Nancy Landry’s Letter through the Overnight Next
Day Federal Express, postage prepaid. In addition, the response has been
submitted through the Court’s electronic filing system.

All parties required to be served have been served.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.
Executed on this 25th day of September, 2025.

Natasha S. Johnson

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 25th day of September, 2025.

DNarvana &"&‘jb mé,

MARIANA BRAYLOVSKIY

Notary Public State of New York
No. 01BR6004935

Qualified in Richmond County
Commission Expires March 30, 2026
#385923
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