
No. 24-30115 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS  
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

 
 

DOROTHY NAIRNE, DOCTOR; CLEE E. LOWE, REVEREND; ALICE 

WASHINGTON, DOCTOR; BLACK VOTERS MATTER CAPACITY BUILDING 

INSTITUTE; LOUISIANA STATE CONFERENCE OF THE NAACP; STEVEN 

HARRIS, REVEREND,  
 

                     PLAINTIFFS - APPELLEES 
 

V. 
 

NANCY LANDRY, IN HER OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS SECRETARY OF STATE OF 

LOUISIANA,  
 

                     DEFENDANT - APPELLANT 
 

STATE OF LOUISIANA, BY AND THROUGH ATTORNEY GENERAL ELIZABETH B. 
MURRILL; PHILLIP DEVILLIER, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS SPEAKER OF 

THE LOUISIANA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE; CAMERON HENRY, IN HIS 

OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE LOUISIANA SENATE,  
 

                     INTERVENORS - APPELLANTS 
 

V. 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,  
 

                     INTERVENOR - APPELLEE 
 
 

ON APPEAL FROM 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

CASE. NO. 3:22-CV-00178-SDD-SDJ 
THE HONORABLE SHELLY D. DICK 
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MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE APPELLANT’S 

BRIEF BY DEFENDANT-APPELLANT NANCY LANDRY 
 

 
JOHN C. WALSH 
JOHN C. CONINE, JR. 
SHOWS, CALI & WALSH, LLP 
628 ST. LOUIS ST. (70802) 
P.O. BOX 4425 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
Phone: (225) 346-1461 
Email: john@scwllp.com 
  coninej@scwllp.com 
 

PHILLIP J. STRACH 
ALYSSA M. RIGGINS 
CASSIE A. HOLT 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP 
301 Hillsborough Street 
Suite 1400 
Raleigh, NC 27603 
Phone: (919) 329-3800 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
cassie.holt@nelsonmullins.com 
 

 
 Attorneys for Defendant-Appellant 

Nancy Landry, in her official 
capacity as Secretary of State of 
Louisiana 
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MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME 
 

In accordance with Federal Rule of Appellant Procedure 27 and 

Fifth Circuit Rules 26.2, 27.2.4, 31.4, Defendant-Appellant Nancy 

Landry, in her official capacity as Secretary of State of Louisiana 

(“Defendant”), respectfully requests a sixty-day extension of time, up to 

and including June 24, 2024, to file her appellant’s brief due to 

extraordinary circumstances. In support of this Motion, Defendant 

respectfully shows the court as follows:  

1. The current briefing deadline for Defendant’s appellant’s brief 

is set for April 23, 2024, which has not yet expired.  

2. This is Defendant’s first request for an extension of time.  

3. A Level 2 extension under Fifth Circuit Rule 31.4.3.2 is 

merited here because Defendant’s counsel of record, Thomas A. Farr, 

passed away unexpectedly on April 1, 2024. Mr. Farr was instrumental 

to Defendant’s case, and the loss of his expertise and factual knowledge 

of the record requires additional time from associated counsel to prepare. 

4. Defendant has acted with diligence in seeking this extension 

as soon as practicable.  

5. In light of this unforeseen circumstance, Defendant 
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respectfully requests a sixty-day extension of time to file her appellant’s 

brief. If granted, Defendant’s deadline would extend from April 23, 2024 

to June 24, 2024. In the alternative, should the Court deny that request, 

Defendant requests a thirty-day Level 1 extension, up to and including 

May 23, 2024, to file her appellant’s brief.  

6. Defendant also requests that the Court grant this extension 

uniformly to apply to all appellant briefs, including those that may be 

filed by Intervenor-Appellant State of Louisiana and Intervenor-

Appellants Phillip DeVillier, in his official capacity as Speaker of the 

Louisiana House of Representative and Cameron Henry in his official 

capacity as President of the Louisiana Senate. Defendant makes this 

request to preserve judicial economy and uniformity, so as not to subject 

the Court to numerous briefing deadlines for the same type of brief, and 

so as not to prejudice Plaintiff- Appellees by putting them in a position to 

have to preview arguments to some but not all Appellants.  

7. Counsel for Defendant has conferred with Counsel for all 

parties on the motion for extension of time. Counsel for Plaintiffs-

Appellees opposes the motion for extension of time and intends to file an 

opposition. Counsel for Intervenor-Appellant the State of Louisiana, by 
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and through Attorney General Elizabeth B. Murrill consents to the 

motion for extension of time. Counsel for Intervenor-Appellants Phillip 

DeVillier, in his official capacity as Speaker of the Louisiana House of 

Representatives, and Cameron Henry, in his official capacity as 

President of the Louisiana Senate, consents to the motion for extension 

of time. Counsel for Intervenor-Appellee the United States of America 

does not oppose the motion for extension of time.  

8. The extension is sought in the interest of justice and not for 

the purposes of delay. 

9. Given that the current deadline for appellants’ briefs is April 

23, 2024, Defendant respectfully requests that this Court rule on this 

motion as soon as possible, and no later than Monday April 15, 2024, such 

that the parties can have clarity on the briefing schedule in advance of 

the impending deadline.  

CONCLUSION 

 For the foregoing reasons, the extension should be granted.  
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Dated:  April 8, 2024 
/s/ Phillip J. Strach    
Phillip J. Strach 
Alyssa M. Riggins 
Cassie A. Holt 
NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 
SCARBOROUGH LLP 
301 Hillsborough Street, Suite 1400 
Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 
Ph: (919) 329-3800 
phil.strach@nelsonmullins.com 
alyssa.riggins@nelsonmullins.com 
cassie.holt@nelsonmullins.com 
 
/s/ John C. Walsh    
John C. Walsh, LA Bar Roll No. 24903 
John C. Conine, Jr., LA Bar Roll No. 
36834 
SHOWS, CALL & WALSH, L.L.P. 
628 St. Louis St. (70802) 
P.O. Box 4425 
Baton Rouge, LA 70821 
Ph: (225) 346-1461 
Fax: (225) 346-1467 
john@scwllp.com 
coninej@scwllp.com 
 
Counsel for Defendant-Appellant 
Nancy Landry, in her official capacity 
as Secretary of State of Louisiana 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certified that on April 8, 2024, a true and correct copy of 

the foregoing was filed via the Court’s CM/ECF system and served via 

electronic filing upon all counsel of record in this case. 

Dated: April 8, 2024    /s/ Phillip J. Strach    
       Phillip J. Strach 
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