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ARGUMENT 

Pursuant to Fifth Circuit Rules 27.1.16 and 32.4, Appellees Dr. 

Dorothy Nairne, Rev. Clee Earnest Lowe, Dr. Alice Washington, Steven 

Harris, Black Voters Matter Capacity Building Institute, and the 

Louisiana State Conference of the NAACP (“Plaintiffs-Appellees”) 

request permission to file a consolidated brief that exceeds the 13,000-

word limit under Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 32(a)(7)(B)(i). 

Plaintiffs-Appellees must respond to three principal briefs filed by 

Appellants, and have an extraordinary and compelling need for a brief of 

no more than 23,000 words (approximately 7,000 fewer words than used 

by Appellants, collectively). Plaintiffs-Appellees have conferred with 

Appellants regarding the instant request, and Appellants take no 

position.   

 The instant appeal involves three Appellants: the State of 

Louisiana (the “State”); Nancy Landry, the Louisiana Secretary of State 

(the “Secretary”); Phillip DeVillier, the Speaker of the Louisiana House 

of Representatives, and Cameron Henry, the President of the Louisiana 

Senate (together, the “Legislative-Intervenors” and collectively with the 

State and the Secretary, the “Appellants”). Each of the Appellants filed 
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its own brief in this case. Together, the Appellants’ briefs total more than 

30,400 combined words.  

 As this Court is aware, this appeal involves Appellants’ attempt to 

reverse a decision enjoining the use of S.B. 1 and H.B. 14, the maps used 

to elect the Louisiana state legislature, as violative of Section 2 of the 

Voting Rights Act (“Section 2”). The District Court’s 91-page decision 

following a 7-day trial—which included testimony from 20 witnesses, 7 

fact witnesses and 13 expert witnesses—details the complex, multi-step 

inquiry for assessing Section 2 claims laid out in Thornburg v. Gingles, 

478 U.S. 30 (1986), and recently affirmed by the Supreme Court in Allen 

v. Milligan, 599 U.S. 1 (2023).  

Despite separating arguments across separate briefs, Appellants 

challenge each and every aspect of the District Court’s decision. And 

Appellants’ distinct challenges include lengthy, complex arguments, 

ranging from whether Section 2 affords a private right of action at all to 

Plaintiffs-Appellees’ standing to challenge the statutes in question to 

each and every aspect of the District Court’s findings on the merits.  

 Because Appellants have presented a significant number of 

distinct, complex issues to which Plaintiffs-Appellees must respond—
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which, as stated earlier, are laid out using over 30,400 words—there 

exists good cause for Plaintiffs-Appellees’ request for additional words. 

Such additional words will allow Plaintiffs-Appellees to respond 

meaningfully and completely to Appellants’ three briefs in a single, 

consolidated brief. Plaintiffs-Appellees therefore respectfully request 

leave to file an extra-length brief of no more than 23,000 words.   

CONCLUSION 

Plaintiffs-Appellees respectfully request that this Court permit 

them to file a single, consolidated brief of no more than 23,000 words. 
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