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CERTIFICATE OF INTERESTED PERSONS 

A certificate of interested persons is not required here because, 

under the fourth sentence of Fifth Circuit Rule 28.2.1, Appellants—as 

“governmental” parties—need not furnish a certificate of interested 

persons.

Case: 24-30115      Document: 233     Page: 2     Date Filed: 08/27/2024



1 
 

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 27 and 35, the 

State of Louisiana, Louisiana Secretary of State Nancy Landry, 

Louisiana Senate President Cameron Henry, and Speaker of the 

Louisiana House of Representatives Phillip DeVillier (together, 

“Appellants”) respectfully move the Court for a 7-day extension of time to 

file their merits reply briefs. The Court previously granted Plaintiffs’ 

“motion to amend the briefing schedule” and set the ordinary briefing 

timetable to begin on July 17, 2024—under which Appellants’ current 

reply brief deadline is September 6, 2024. ECF No. 191-2. (The Court also 

denied Appellees’ “request [for] expedited oral argument.” Id.) With the 

brief 7-day extension, Appellants’ reply brief deadline would be 

September 13, 2024. 

There is good cause for this brief extension. First, after the Court 

granted Plaintiffs’ unopposed motion to file an oversized response brief, 

Plaintiffs filed a 100-page brief containing just under 23,000 words. ECF 

No. 220. In addition, the United States filed a separate 34-page response 

brief with just under 8,000 words, bringing the bottom-side briefing to 

134 pages and 31,000 words. ECF No. 219. And as Plaintiffs agree, the 

sheer breadth and detail of the issues presented in this case are 
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“complex.” ECF No. 220 at v. Appellants thus need sufficient time to 

prepare responses to the voluminous bottom-side briefing, particularly so 

that such responses will aid the Court’s decision-making process. 

Second, other briefing and similar obligations in early- and mid-

September complicate the existing schedule. For example, the State’s 

undersigned counsel must draft and file: a reply in support of the motion 

to dismiss in Roake v. Brumley, No. 24-cv-517 (M.D. La.), due on August 

30; a merits amicus brief in Seven County Infrastructure Coalition v. 

Eagle County, No. 23-975 (U.S.), due on September 4; a reply brief in 

support of the petition for writ of certiorari in LeBlanc v. McNeal, No. 24-

19 (U.S.), due on September 9; a brief in opposition to the petition for 

rehearing en banc in Taylor v. LeBlanc, No. 21-30625 (5th Cir.), due on 

September 11; and a brief in opposition to a motion to dismiss or 

summarily affirm in Louisiana v. Callais, No. 24-109 (U.S.), due on 

September 17. The requested 7-day extension would allow Appellants 

sufficient breathing room to complete the reply briefing in this case as 

well. 

For these reasons, Appellants respectfully request a 7-day 

extension—until September 13—to file their reply briefs. The Court has 
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not yet scheduled oral argument. And since the Court denied Plaintiffs’ 

request for expedited argument, the brief 7-day extension will not change 

the ultimate date of a ruling in this appeal or otherwise prejudice 

Plaintiffs. The United States “takes no position” on this request. 

Plaintiffs “are unable to consent” the request. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I certify that on August 27, 2024, I filed the foregoing with the 

Court’s CM/ECF system, which will automatically send an electronic 

notice of filing to all counsel of record. 

 

/s/ J. Benjamin Aguiñaga 
J. BENJAMIN AGUIÑAGA 
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 

Pursuant to Fifth Circuit Rule 32.3, the undersigned certifies that 

this motion complies with:  

(1) the type-volume limitations of Federal Rule of Appellate 

Procedure 27(d)(2) because it contains 451 words, excluding the parts of 

the brief exempted by Rule 32(f); and  

(2) the typeface requirements of Rule 32(a)(5) and the type-style 

requirements of Rule 32(a)(6) because it has been prepared in a 

proportionally spaced typeface (14-point Century Schoolbook) using 

Microsoft Word 2016 (the same program used to calculate the word 

count). 

/s/ J. Benjamin Aguiñaga 
J. BENJAMIN AGUIÑAGA 

 

Date: August 27, 2024 
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