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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS OF FLORIDA, INC., et al.,

Appellants, Case No. SC14-1905
L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000412
V. L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000490

KEN DETZNER, in his official
capacity as Florida Secretary of State,

etal.,

Appellees.

THE LEGISLATIVE PARTIES’ RESPONSE TO
APPELLANTS’ MOTION TO ACCEPT REPLY BRIEF/ANSWER
BRIEF ON CROSS-APPEAL WITH ALTERED PAGE ALLOCATIONS

Appellees, the Florida House of Representatives; Steve Crisafulli, in his of-
ficial capacity as Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives; the Florida
Senate; and Andy Gardiner, in his official capacity as President of the Florida Sen-
ate (together, the “Legislative Parties™), oppose Appellants’ Motion to Accept Re-
ply Brief/Answer Brief on Cross-Appeal With Altered Page Allocation, dated Jan-
uary 9, 2015 (the “Motion”).

1. Appellants offer no sound reason to ignore the exceedingly generous
page limits that were agreed upon by the parties, requested by Appellants, and ap-

proved by this Court. Appellants simply wished for more pages—and took them.



2. On October 27, 2014, at Appellants’ suggestion, the parties to this ap-
peal participated in a conference call to negotiate a schedule and expanded page

limits for their respective briefs. The parties agreed to the following page limits:'

Brief Pages

Appellants’ Initial Brief 100

Legislative Parties’ Answer Brief and Ini-

tial Brief on Cross-Appeal 150

Florida NAACP’s Answer Brief 50

Appellants’ Reply Brief and Answer Brief 80 — no more than 30 of
on Cross-Appeal which may be devoted to reply
Legislative Parties’ Reply Brief on Cross- 30

Appeal

In agreeing to a 150-page answer brief and initial brief on cross-appeal, the Legis-
lative Parties understood that Appellants had themselves agreed to be confined to
certain page limits. All page limits were negotiated as parts of one agreement.

3. On the following day, Appellants filed an agreed motion with this
Court, proposing the briefing schedule and page limits negotiated by the parties.

4. On October 31, 2014, the Court granted the agreed motion and en-

tered an Order confirming the schedule and page limits negotiated by the parties.

' Different page limits were to apply if aligned parties were to file separate
briefs, but this did not occur.




With respect to Appellants’ 80-page reply brief and answer brief on cross-appeal,
the Court stated that “not more than 30 of [the 80 pages] may be devoted to reply.”

5. On January 9, 2015, Appellants filed their reply brief and answer brief
on cross-appeal. Appellants devoted more than 30 pages to reply. They nearly
doubled the allowable limit, devoting 54 pages to reply. The brief fails to comply
with the parties’ agreement and the Court’s Order, and the deviation is significant.

6.  Appellants did not ask for leave in advance. Asking forgiveness ra-
ther than permission, Appellants filed their Motion on the due date of the brief.

7. Appellants assign no good reason for their departure from the parties’
agreement and the Court’s Order. The suggestion that it would be “unfair” to limit
Appellants to 140 pages—more than twice the number of pages allowed by the
Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure—can be dismissed out of hand.> It is espe-
cially insupportable where, as here, the parties negotiated the page limits, Appel-
lants requested those limits, and the Court endorsed the parties’ agreement. In-
deed, the Legislative Parties agreed to page limits on their own briefs in exchange
for limits on Appellants’ briefs.

8. Appellants claim “surprise” that the Legislative Parties’ cross-appeal

was so concise, and that so much of the Legislative Parties’ answer brief was de-

> On November 20, 2014, the Court allowed Appellants an additional 10-
page supplemental brief to be filed under seal concerning documents that were
then confidential.



voted to an answer to the main appeal. This is also implausible. After all, the trial
court upheld the Remedial Plan in its entirety. Surely Appellants did not anticipate
an extensive cross-appeal after the trial court upheld all of the remedial districts.

0. Appellants insist that it was impossible to reply “cogently” within
the 30-page limit, but they provide no facts or details to support their conclusory
assertion. This appeal has been copiously briefed. The number of pages generous-
ly allowed by this Court far exceeds the number afforded by the Rules. There is no
reason that even these ample limits must be unheeded and substantially exceeded.

WHEREFORE, the Legislative Parties respectfully request that the Court
deny Appellants’ Motion to Accept Reply Brief/Answer Brief on Cross-Appeal

With Altered Page Allocation, dated January 9, 2015, and strike Appellants’ brief.
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