
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS OF FLORIDA, INC., et al.,

Appellants, Case No. SC14-1905
L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000412

v. L.T. Case No. 2012-CA-000490

KEN DETZNER, in his official
capacity as Florida Secretary of State,
et al.,

Appellees.
_________________________________/

THE LEGISLATIVE PARTIES’ RESPONSE TO
APPELLANTS’ MOTION TO ACCEPT REPLY BRIEF/ANSWER

BRIEF ON CROSS-APPEAL WITH ALTERED PAGE ALLOCATIONS

Appellees, the Florida House of Representatives; Steve Crisafulli, in his of-

ficial capacity as Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives; the Florida

Senate; and Andy Gardiner, in his official capacity as President of the Florida Sen-

ate (together, the “Legislative Parties”), oppose Appellants’ Motion to Accept Re-

ply Brief/Answer Brief on Cross-Appeal With Altered Page Allocation, dated Jan-

uary 9, 2015 (the “Motion”).

1. Appellants offer no sound reason to ignore the exceedingly generous

page limits that were agreed upon by the parties, requested by Appellants, and ap-

proved by this Court. Appellants simply wished for more pages—and took them.
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2. On October 27, 2014, at Appellants’ suggestion, the parties to this ap-

peal participated in a conference call to negotiate a schedule and expanded page

limits for their respective briefs. The parties agreed to the following page limits:1

Brief Pages

Appellants’ Initial Brief 100

Legislative Parties’ Answer Brief and Ini-
tial Brief on Cross-Appeal

150

Florida NAACP’s Answer Brief 50

Appellants’ Reply Brief and Answer Brief
on Cross-Appeal

80 – no more than 30 of
which may be devoted to reply

Legislative Parties’ Reply Brief on Cross-
Appeal

30

In agreeing to a 150-page answer brief and initial brief on cross-appeal, the Legis-

lative Parties understood that Appellants had themselves agreed to be confined to

certain page limits. All page limits were negotiated as parts of one agreement.

3. On the following day, Appellants filed an agreed motion with this

Court, proposing the briefing schedule and page limits negotiated by the parties.

4. On October 31, 2014, the Court granted the agreed motion and en-

tered an Order confirming the schedule and page limits negotiated by the parties.

1 Different page limits were to apply if aligned parties were to file separate
briefs, but this did not occur.
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With respect to Appellants’ 80-page reply brief and answer brief on cross-appeal,

the Court stated that “not more than 30 of [the 80 pages] may be devoted to reply.”

5. On January 9, 2015, Appellants filed their reply brief and answer brief

on cross-appeal. Appellants devoted more than 30 pages to reply. They nearly

doubled the allowable limit, devoting 54 pages to reply. The brief fails to comply

with the parties’ agreement and the Court’s Order, and the deviation is significant.

6. Appellants did not ask for leave in advance. Asking forgiveness ra-

ther than permission, Appellants filed their Motion on the due date of the brief.

7. Appellants assign no good reason for their departure from the parties’

agreement and the Court’s Order. The suggestion that it would be “unfair” to limit

Appellants to 140 pages—more than twice the number of pages allowed by the

Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure—can be dismissed out of hand.2 It is espe-

cially insupportable where, as here, the parties negotiated the page limits, Appel-

lants requested those limits, and the Court endorsed the parties’ agreement. In-

deed, the Legislative Parties agreed to page limits on their own briefs in exchange

for limits on Appellants’ briefs.

8. Appellants claim “surprise” that the Legislative Parties’ cross-appeal

was so concise, and that so much of the Legislative Parties’ answer brief was de-

2 On November 20, 2014, the Court allowed Appellants an additional 10-
page supplemental brief to be filed under seal concerning documents that were
then confidential.
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voted to an answer to the main appeal. This is also implausible. After all, the trial

court upheld the Remedial Plan in its entirety. Surely Appellants did not anticipate

an extensive cross-appeal after the trial court upheld all of the remedial districts.

9. Appellants insist that it was impossible to reply “cogently” within

the 30-page limit, but they provide no facts or details to support their conclusory

assertion. This appeal has been copiously briefed. The number of pages generous-

ly allowed by this Court far exceeds the number afforded by the Rules. There is no

reason that even these ample limits must be unheeded and substantially exceeded.

WHEREFORE, the Legislative Parties respectfully request that the Court

deny Appellants’ Motion to Accept Reply Brief/Answer Brief on Cross-Appeal

With Altered Page Allocation, dated January 9, 2015, and strike Appellants’ brief.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that the foregoing response was furnished by electronic mail on

January 14, 2015, to all counsel identified on the attached Service List.

/s/ Raoul G. Cantero
Raoul G. Cantero (FBN 552356)
Jason N. Zakia (FBN 698121)
Jesse L. Green (FBN 95591)
WHITE & CASE LLP
Southeast Financial Center
200 South Biscayne Boulevard
Suite 4900
Miami, Florida 33131-2352

George Levesque (FBN 555541)
General Counsel
THE FLORIDA SENATE

305 Senate Office Building
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100

Attorneys for the Florida Senate and
Senate President Andy Gardiner

/s/ George N. Meros, Jr.
Charles T. Wells (FBN 086265)
George N. Meros, Jr. (FBN 263321)
Jason L. Unger (FBN 991562)
Andy Bardos (FBN 822671)
GRAYROBINSON, P.A.
Post Office Box 11189
Tallahassee, Florida 32302

Matthew Carson (FBN 827711)
General Counsel
THE FLORIDA HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES

422 The Capitol
404 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1300

Attorneys for the Florida House of
Representatives and Speaker Steve
Crisafulli
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SERVICE LIST

Mark Herron
Robert Telfer
Messer Caparello & Self P.A.
Post Office Box 1876
Tallahassee Florida 32302-1876
Telephone: 850-222-0720
mherron@lawfla.com
rtelfer@lawfla.com
clowell@lawfla.com
bmorton@lawfla.com
statecourtpleadings@lawfla.com

John M. Devaney
Mark Erik Elias
Elisabeth C. Frost
Perkins Coie LLP
700 Thirteenth Street NW Ste. 700
Washington DC 20005
Telephone: 202 654-6200
Fax: 202 654-6211
JDevaney@perkinscoie.com
MElias@perkinscoie.com
efrost@perkinscoie.com

Ashley Davis
Assistant General Counsel
Florida Department Of State
R.A. Gray Building
500 S. Bronough Street
Tallahassee FL 32399
Telephone: 850 245-6536
Ashley.davis@dos.myflorida.com
Jandrew.Atkinson@dos.myflorida.com
Diane.wint@dos.myflorida.com

Abha Khanna
Kevin J. Hamilton
Ryan Spear
Perkins Coie LLP
1201 Third Avenue Ste. 4800
Seattle WA 98101-3099
Telephone: 206 359-8000
Fax : 206 359-9000
AKhanna@perkinscoie.com
KHamilton@perkinscoie.com
RSpear@perkinscoie.com
JStarr@perkinscoie.com

Harry O. Thomas
Christopher B. Lunny
Radey Thomas Yon & Clark PA
301 South Bronough Street Ste. Ste. 200
Tallahassee Florida 32301-1722
Telephone: 850 425-6654
Fax: 850 425-6694
hthomas@radeylaw.com
clunny@radeylaw.com

Jon L. Mills
Elan Nehleber
Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP
100 SE 2nd Street Ste. 2800
Miami FL 33131-2144
Telephone: 305 539-8400
jmills@bsfllp.com
enehleber@bsfllp.com
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mailto:clowell@lawfla.com
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mailto:statecourtpleadings@lawfla.com
mailto:JDevaney@perkinscoie.com
mailto:MElias@perkinscoie.com
mailto:efrost@perkinscoie.com
mailto:Ashley.davis@dos.myflorida.com
mailto:Jandrew.Atkinson@dos.myflorida.com
mailto:Diane.wint@dos.myflorida.com
mailto:AKhanna@perkinscoie.com
mailto:KHamilton@perkinscoie.com
mailto:RSpear@perkinscoie.com
mailto:jstarr@perkinscoie.com
mailto:hthomas@radeylaw.com
mailto:clunny@radeylaw.com
mailto:jmills@bsfllp.com
mailto:enehleber@bsfllp.com
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Blaine H. Winship
Allen Winsor
Office Of Attorney General
Capitol Pl-01
Tallahassee FL 32399-1050
Telephone: 850 414-3300
Blaine.winship@myfloridalegal.com
Allen.winsor@myfloridalegal.com

Michael A. Carvin
Louis K. Fisher
Jones Day
51 Louisiana Avenue N.W.
Washington DC 20001
Telephone: 202 879-7643
Fax: 202 626-1700
macarvin@jonesday.com
lkfisher@jonesday.com

Allison J. Riggs
Anita S. Earls
Southern Coalition For Social Justice
1415 West Highway 54 Ste. 101
Durham NC 27707
Telephone: 919 323-3380
Fax: 919 323-3942
allison@southerncoalition.org
anita@southerncoalition.org

David B. King
Thomas A. Zehnder
Frederick S. Wermuth
Vincent Falcone III
King Blackwell Zehnder & Wermuth
P.A.
Post Office Box 1631
Orlando Florida 32802-1631
Telephone 407 422-2472
Fax 407 648-0161
dking@kbzwlaw.com
tzehnder@kbzwlaw.com
fwermuth@kbzwlaw.com
vfalcone@kbzwlaw.com
aprice@kbzwlaw.com
courtfilings@kbzwlaw.com

Charles G. Burr
Burr & Smith LLP
Grand Central Place
442 West Kennedy Blvd. Ste. 300
Tampa FL 33606
Telephone: 813 253-2010
cburr@burrandsmithlaw.com

Stephen Hogge
Stephen Hogge Esq. LLC
117 South Gadsden Street
Tallahassee FL 32301
Telephone: 850 459-3029
Stephen@StephenHoggeesq.net

mailto:Blaine.winship@myfloridalegal.com
mailto:macarvin@jonesday.com
mailto:lkfisher@jonesday.com
mailto:allison@southerncoalition.org
mailto:anita@southerncoalition.org
mailto:dking@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:tzehnder@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:fwermuth@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:vfalcone@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:aprice@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:courtfilings@kbzwlaw.com
mailto:cburr@burrandsmithlaw.com
mailto:Stephen@StephenHoggeesq.net
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Victor L. Goode
Dorcas R. Gilmore
NAACP
4805 Mt. Hope Drive
Baltimore MD 21215-3297
Telephone: 410 580-5790
vgoode@naacpnet.org
dgilmore@naacpnet.org

Karen C. Dyer
Boies Schiller & Flexner LLP
121 South Orange Avenue Ste. 840
Orlando FL 32801
Telephone: 407 425-7118
Fax: 407 425-7047
kdyer@bsfllp.com

Gerald E. Greenberg
Adam M. Schachter
Gelber Schachter & Greenberg P.A.
1441 Brickell Avenue Suite 1420
Miami FL 33131
Telephone: 305 728-0950
ggreenberg@gsgpa.com
aschachter@gsgpa.com
dgonzalez@gsgpa.com

J. Gerald Hebert
191 Somervelle Street #405
Alexandria VA 22304
Telephone: 703 628-4673
Hebert@voterlaw.com

Ronald Meyer
Lynn Hearn
Meyer Brooks Demma and Blohm P.A.
131 North Gadsden Street
Post Office Box 1547 32302
Tallahassee FL 32301
Telephone: 850 878-5212
rmeyer@meyerbookslaw.com
Lhearn@meyerbrookslaw.com

Jessica Ring Amunson
Paul Smith
Michael B. DeSanctis
Kristen Rogers
Jenner & Block LLP
1099 New York Avenue N.W. Ste. 900
Washington DC 20001-4412
Telephone: 202 639-6023
JAmunson@jenner.com
psmith@jenner.com
mdesanctis@jenner.com
krogers@jenner.com

mailto:vgoode@naacpnet.org
mailto:dgilmore@naacpnet.org
mailto:kdyer@bsfllp.com
mailto:ggreenberg@gsgpa.com
mailto:aschachter@gsgpa.com
mailto:dgonzalez@gsgpa.com
mailto:Hebert@voterlaw.com
mailto:rmeyer@meyerbookslaw.com
mailto:Lhearn@meyerbrookslaw.com
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mailto:psmith@jenner.com
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D. Kent Safriet
Hopping Green & Sams P.A.
Post Office Box 6526
Tallahassee Florida 32314
Telephone 850 222-7500
Facsimile 850 224-8551
kents@hgslaw.com

Daniel C. Brown
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt P.A.
215 S. Monroe Street Suite 500
Post Office Drawer 190
Tallahassee Florida 32302-0190
Telephone 850 224-1585
Facsimile 850 222-0398
dbrown@cfjblaw.com
cthompson@cfjblaw.com
talecf@cfdom.net

David P. Healy
2846-B Remington Green Circle
Tallahassee Florida 32308
Telephone 850 222-5400
Facsimile 850 222-7339
dhealy@davidhealylaw.com

Jerry Wilson
Post Office Box 971
Redan Georgia 30074
Phone 404-431-6262
lawoffice1998@gmail.com

John S. Mills
Andrew D. Manko
Courtney R. Brewer
The Mills Firm, P.A.
203 North Gadsden Street, Suite 1A
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
jmills@mills-appeals.com
amanko@mills-appeals.com
cbrewer@mills-appeals.com
service@mills-appeals.com

mailto:kents@hgslaw.com
mailto:dbrown@cfjblaw.com
mailto:cthompson@cfjblaw.com
mailto:talecf@cfdom.net
mailto:dhealy@davidhealylaw.com
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