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TO: The Honorable Chief Justice Gildea of the Minnesota Supreme Court 

 Petitioners respectfully request that this Court assume jurisdiction over this suit, which 

challenges the validity of Minnesota’s state legislative and congressional districts in light of the 

2020 Census, and consolidate it with Wattson v. Simon, No. A21-0243, for adjudication before a 

special redistricting panel. The grounds for this petition are:  

1. On February 19, 2021, a group of plaintiffs filed suit in Carver County District 

Court challenging Minnesota’s existing congressional and state legislative districts as 

unconstitutionally malapportioned. Wattson et al. v. Simon, et al., No. 10-CV-21-127 (Carver 

Cnty. Dist. Ct.).  

2. Three days later, the plaintiffs in Wattson filed a petition with this Court, asking it 

to assume jurisdiction over their litigation and any other redistricting actions filed in Minnesota 

state courts based on the 2020 Census. See Petition for Appointment of Special Redistricting Panel, 

Wattson v. Simon, No. A21-0243 (Minn. Feb. 22, 2021). The plaintiffs in Wattson also asked the 
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Chief Justice to appoint a special redistricting panel to hear and decide the litigation. 

3. On March 22, 2021, this Court issued an order granting that petition. The Court 

noted that the “Chief Justice has the authority to appoint a special redistricting panel under Minn. 

Stat. §§ 2.724, 480.16 (2020), and did so in 1991, 2001, and 2011,” and that for “reasons of judicial 

economy, as well as fairness and balance in the resolution of the particularly important and 

sensitive issues inherent in redistricting, a multi-judge panel should be appointed to hear and 

decide Wattson . . . as well as any other redistricting challenges that may be filed based on the 

2020 Census.” Order, Wattson v. Simon, No. A21-0243 (Minn. Mar. 22, 2021), at 2. Because “it 

is important that the primacy of the legislative role in the redistricting process be respected and 

that the judiciary not be drawn prematurely into that process,” however, the Court indicated that 

although it was granting the petition, it would stay “the appointment of the panel and further 

proceedings here and in Wattson” until “it is determined that panel action must commence in order 

to permit the judicial branch to fulfill its proper role in assuring that valid redistricting plans are in 

place for the 2022 state legislative and congressional elections.” Id. at 2-3. 

4. On April 26, 2021, the U.S. Secretary of Commerce delivered the results of the 

2020 Census to the President. These results indicate that, as of April 2020, Minnesota’s total 

resident population is 5,706,494, a significant increase from the State’s 2010 population of 

5,303,925.  

5. On April 26, 2021, shortly after those census results were released, Petitioners filed 

a state court action in Ramsey County, Sachs v. Simon, No. 62-cv-21-2213 (Ramsey Cnty. Dist. 

Ct.), challenging Minnesota’s current state legislative and congressional districts, which are 

unconstitutionally malapportioned in light of the 2020 Census results. A copy of Petitioners’ 

complaint is attached as Exhibit A. Petitioners allege that the current configurations of 
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Minnesota’s House and Senate districts, as drawn by a special redistricting panel appointed by this 

Court following the 2010 Census, violate Article I, Section 2 of the Minnesota Constitution; 

Article IV, Sections 2 and 3 of the Minnesota Constitution; and the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Similarly, they allege that the current configuration of 

Minnesota’s congressional districts, as drawn by the same special redistricting panel, violates 

Article I, Section 2 of the Minnesota Constitution; Article IV, Section 3 of the Minnesota 

Constitution; Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution; and the First and Fourteenth 

Amendments to the United States Constitution. The current state legislative and congressional 

plans cannot be used in any upcoming election, including the 2022 election. 

 In accordance with this Court’s March 22, 2021 Order that a special redistricting panel be 

appointed to adjudicate Wattson “as well as any other redistricting challenges that may be filed 

based on the 2020 Census,” Petitioners respectfully request that this Court assume jurisdiction 

over this case—which is a redistricting challenge based on the 2020 Census—and consolidate it 

with Wattson for adjudication by the special redistricting panel.  



 

 - 4 - 

Dated:  April 27, 2021 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
LOCKRIDGE GRINDAL NAUEN P.L.L.P. 
 
By: /s/ Charles N. Nauen 
Charles N. Nauen (#121216) 
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