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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

AUSTIN DIVISION 
 

ROLAND GUTIERREZ; SARAH 
ECKHARDT; and the TEJANO 
DEMOCRATS, 

 
Plaintiffs, 

 
v. 

 
GREG ABBOTT, Governor of the State of 
Texas sued in his official capacity; and, JOSE 
A. ESPARZA, Deputy Secretary of State of 
Texas and acting Secretary of State of Texas 
sued in his official capacity. 
 

Defendants. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
 

 
 
 

 
CIVIL ACTION NO. 

______________1:21-CV-00769-RP 
Complaint for Declaratory Judgment 

and Injunctive Relief 

PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION TO CONVENE THREE-JUDGE PANEL 

On September 1, 2021, Plaintiffs filed their original complaint alleging violations of the 

14th Amendment’s “one person, one vote” guarantee for the current districts for the Texas House 

and Senate. Dkt. #1 at ¶ 39. The current districts are malapportioned beyond what it is permissible 

under federal law. Id. at 31. As such, plaintiffs are challenging the constitutionality of the 

apportionment of a statewide legislative body. Pursuant to federal law, plaintiffs request the 

convening of a three-judge panel. 28 U.S.C. 2284(a) (“A district court of three judges shall be 

convened ... when an action is filed challenging the constitutionality of ... the apportionment of 

any statewide legislative body.”). 

DATED:  September 1, 2021 Respectfully, 
 

By: /s/ Martin Golando 
 
THE LAW OFFICE OF  
MARTIN GOLANDO, PLLC 
Texas Bar No. 24059153 
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2326 W. Magnolia 
San Antonio, Texas 78201  
Office: (210) 471 -1185 
Email: martin.golando@gmail.com 
 
Wallace B. Jefferson 
Texas Bar No. 00000019 
wjefferson@adjtlaw.com 
ALEXANDER DUBOSE & JEFFERSON LLP 
515 Congress Avenue, Suite 2350 
Austin, Texas 78701-3562 
Telephone: (512) 482-9300 
Facsimile: (512) 482-9303 
 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I certify that, on September 1, 2021, I filed the foregoing Plaintiff Motion to Convene 
Three-Judge Panel with the Court’s ECF/CM system, which will serve a copy on all counsel 
of record. 

 
 /s/ Martin Golando 

Martin Golando 
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CIVIL ACTION NO. 

__________   1:21-CV-00769-RP 
Complaint for Declaratory Judgment 

and Injunctive Relief 

PROPOSED ORDER 

On this date, the Court considered Plaintiffs’ Motion to Convene a Three-Judge Panel. 

After considering Plaintiffs’ motion, the Court is of the opinion that the motion is meritorious and 

should be granted.  

 IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that Plaintiffs’ Motion to Convene a Three-Judge panel 

is hereby GRANTED. Notice shall immediately be sent to the chief judge of the Court of Appeals 

for the Fifth Circuit. 28 U.S.C. 2284 (b) (1).  

 

______________________________   _______________ 

Judge Robert Pitman     Date 
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