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L INTRODUCTION

Following an evidentiary hearing on July 27, 2017 on Plaintiffs’ motions for
additional relief and for a court-ordered timeline for the adoption of new districts to
remedy the constitutional violations found in nine senate districts and nineteen house
districts, this Court allowed the Defendants until September 1, 2017 to enact new House
and Senate districts “remedying the constitutional deficiencies with the Subject
Districts”, Order 8, July 31, 2017, ECF No. 180. Plaintiffs object to the remedial districts
enacted by the General Assembly on two grounds: first, that two of the newly drawn
Senate Districts, (SD 28 and SD 21) and two of the newly drawn House Districts (HD 21
and HD 57) fail to cure the racial gerrymandering violations identified by this Court; and
second, that one Senate District (SD 41) and seven House Districts (HD 10, 36, 37, 40,
41, 83, and 105) cannot be used as remedial districts because they violate the North
Carolina Constitution. The Court has before it all the evidence necessary to make these
determinations and should itself remedy these particular constitutional defects in the
state’s maps.' See Chapman v. Meier, 420 U.S. 1, 27 (1975) (If the legislative body
responds with a legally unacceptable remedy, “the responsibility falls on the District

Court.”); White v. Weiser, 412 U.S. 783, 797 (1973) (District court should “defer to state

! Plaintiffs also object to the remedial districts on the grounds that they are an
unconstitutional partisan gerrymander, but as explained below, infra at 42, acknowledge that the
record is not complete on this issue.

1
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policy in fashioning relief only where that policy is consistent with constitutional norms
and is not itself vulnerable to legal challenge.”).

It is this Court’s responsibility to fully remedy the constitutional violations
suffered by Plaintiffs. Brown v. Plata, 563 U.S. 493, 571 (2011) (“Once a constitutional
violation is found, a federal court is required to tailor the scope of the remedy to fit the
nature and extent of the constitutional violation.”) (internal citation omitted). At the
same time, “[t]he remedial powers of an equity court must be adequate to the task, but
they are not unlimited,” Whitcomb v. Chavis, 403 U.S. 124, 161 (1971). Therefore
Plaintiffs ask this Court to order the use of Plaintiffs’ proposed remedial districts only in
the areas of the state impacted by the remaining constitutional defects in the Defendants’
districts or alternatively to appoint a special master to draw remedial districts in those
limited areas where the constitutional violations have not been cured or new
constitutional violations exist. See Personhuballah v. Alcorn, 155 F. Supp. 3d 552 (E.D.
Va. 2016) (three judge court) (implementing redistricting plan drawn by special master to
remedy racial gerrymander).

To be clear, this Court originally found constitutional violations in 28 districts. In
order to comply with the Court’s remedial order to correct those violations and remain
consistent with the North Carolina Constitution, the General Assembly altered a total of
116 House and Senate districts. Plaintiffs object to 12 of those newly drawn districts as

violating the federal and state constitutional provisions applicable to legislative
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redistricting in North Carolina. Those objections, and alternative maps that cured those
problems, were presented to the North Carolina General Assembly by Plaintiff Rev.
Julian Pridgen at the public hearing on August 22, 2017 and by a letter to Counsel for
Defendants dated August 23, 2017, well before the final remedial districts were adopted
on August 31, 2017. See Raleigh Public Hr’g Tr. 143:20-145:23, Aug. 22, 2017, ECF
No. 184-10; Letter from Anita Earls to Thomas Farr, et al. (Aug. 23, 2017) (attached as
Ex. 1). None of the constitutional flaws identified by Plaintiffs were altered in the final
enacted districts.

Plaintiffs do not contend that all 116 newly drawn House and Senate districts must
be rejected, but only that the 12 unconstitutional districts cannot be used and alternative,
constitutionally-compliant districts must be ordered by this Court. The areas impacted by

these districts in each plan are illustrated by the red circles on these maps:
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2017 Senate Redistricting Plan
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II. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On August 15, 2016, this Court issued a Memorandum Opinion holding that
twenty-eight House and Senate districts are racial gerrymanders in violation of the Equal
Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment, and issued an accompanying order
enjoining the state from using those districts in conducting any elections after November
8, 2016. Op., ECF No. 123. In a subsequent remedial order the Court allowed the
General Assembly until March 15, 2017 to enact new districts and required the state to
hold special primary and general elections using those new districts in 2017. Order, ECF
No. 140 (Nov. 29 2016). That Order was stayed by the United States Supreme Court
pending review of the merits of Plaintiffs’ claims. North Carolina v. Covington, 137 S.
Ct. 808 (2017) (mem.).

On June 5, 2017, the Supreme Court summarily affirmed this Court’s judgment on
the merits of the case in favor of Plaintiffs. North Carolina v. Covington, No. 16-649
(U.S. 2017). That same day the Court vacated this Court’s remedial order and remanded
the case for a balancing of the equities and imposition of a remedy. North Carolina v.
Covington, No. 16-1023, slip op. at 2-3 (U.S. June 5, 2017) (per curiam). On July 31, this
Court issued an order allowing the Defendants until September 1, 2017, or up to two
weeks longer if requested, to redraw the unconstitutional districts and submit them to the

Court for review. Order 8, 10, ECF No. 180. The Defendants did not request an
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extension of deadlines, enacted remedial districts on August 31, 2017, and filed the newly
enacted plans and related materials with the court on September 7, 2017.
III. STATEMENT OF FACTS

A. The legislative process for enactment of S.L.. 2017-207 and S.L. 2017-
208

Redistricting committees adopted faulty criteria.

At the outset of the redistricting process, the House and Senate redistricting
committees adopted map-drawing criteria to be provided to Dr. Thomas Hofeller, whom
the General Assembly again hired to draw its 2017 remedial maps. See Joint Redistricting
Comm. Meeting Tr. 4:23-25, 69:12-16, Aug. 10, 2017, ECF No. 184-9. One of these
criteria directly perpetuated the effects of the unconstitutional 2011 districts by requiring
that, to the extent possible, the 2017 districts protect the incumbents elected under the
2011 districts. Adopted Criteria for House and Senate Plans, ECF No. 184-37. That is,
applying this criterion, the committee cemented the harms created by the state’s 2011
unconstitutional actions in districts that were supposed to remedy the earlier maps’
unconstitutionality.

The committees expressly forbade any consideration of racial data in drawing

district lines. See id. (“No Consideration of Racial Data. Data identifying the race of
individuals or voters shall not be used in the drawing of legislative districts in the 2017
House and Senate plans.” (emphasis in original)). Members of both committees pressed

the chairmen for an explanation of how the General Assembly could ensure the racial

6
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gerrymanders in the 2011 maps had been cured if the legislature refused to consider racial
data when adopting remedial maps, in some cases reading directly from this Court’s July
31 remedial order. See, e.g., Joint Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 151:6-154:17,
155:21-156:12, 177:14-19, Aug. 10, 2017, ECF No. 184-9; House Select Comm. on
Redistricting Meeting Tr. 21:22-23:7, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18. Rep. David
Lewis, chairman of the House Select Committee on Redistricting, explained the
legislative leadership’s interpretation of this Court’s August 11, 2016 opinion and July
31, 2017 order as follows:
Despite the voluminous record that was established by the General
Assembly during the 2011 redistricting process, the three-judge panel in the
Covington case said that this did not constitute substantial evidence that
would justify using race to draw districts in compliance with the VRA.

Therefore, we do not believe it is appropriate given the Court’s order in this
case for these committees to consider race when drawing districts.

We do not believe, in light of the Covington opinion, that there is

substantial evidence in the record to justify the use of race in drawing

districts. Given the Court’s order in this case, we believe the only way to

comply with the legal requirements regarding the drawing of districts is not

to consider race in that process.

Joint Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 149:4-14, 158:11-18, Aug. 10, 2017, ECF
No. 184-9. An amendment to allow for consideration of racial data was rejected by the

committees in formal votes along political party lines. See Joint Redistricting Comm.

Meeting Tr. 174:24-186:14, Aug. 10, 2017, ECF No. 184-9.
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While stopping short of explicitly adopting “partisan advantage” as a criterion as
the committee did in the 2016 congressional redistricting process, the committees broadly
provided for “political considerations” to be taken into account in drawing district lines.
Compare 2016 Contingent Congressional Plan Committee Adopted Criteria, N.C.
General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/GIS/Download/ReferenceDocs/2016/CCP16_Adopted Criteria.pdf
with Adopted Criteria for House and Senate Plans, ECF No. 184-37.

The proposed criteria were adopted by the redistricting committees within hours of
their introduction, without amendment. See generally Joint Redistricting Comm. Meeting
Tr., Aug. 10, 2017, ECF No. 184-9. The public was afforded no opportunity to comment
on the proposed criteria between their introduction and adoption, but members of the
public, including Plaintiffs, later formally objected to the criteria and called upon the
committees to revise them.” See, e.g., Raleigh Public Hr'g Tr. 78:11-80:14, Aug. 22,
2017, ECF No. 184-10 (comments of Plaintiff Channelle James). The committees

declined to revise the criteria in response to public input.

% A week before the proposed criteria were introduced, the joint redistricting committees
held a meeting to receive public input on criteria for drawing maps. Recurring requests from
members of the public during this meeting included requests that the General Assembly exclude
partisan advantage and incumbency protection as criteria, and consider racial data in a way that
ensured the racial gerrymanders identified by this Court were in fact cured. See, e.g., Joint
Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 29:19-30:23, 58:20-59:11, Aug. 4, 2017, ECF No. 184-8.
Members of the public also repeatedly called for the maps to be drawn by someone other than
the consultant who drew the 2011 maps struck down by this Court. E.g., id. at 33:25-34:2, 44:4-
10, 66:18-67:9.

8
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In adopting criteria, the redistricting committees provided no guidance to Dr.
Hofeller as to which of the criteria should take precedence over others, beyond the
requirement that the maps must comply with state and federal law. See House Select
Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr. 62:4-6, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18.

Redistricting committees minimized and disregarded public input.

More than a week after redistricting criteria were adopted, the proposed remedial
maps for the House and Senate were released over the weekend of August 19-20, 2017,
ahead of public hearings scheduled at six sites throughout the state on Tuesday, August
22. However, the block assignment files and statistical data associated with the maps,
which were necessary for any meaningful analysis, were not released to legislative
committee members or the public until midday Monday, August 21, the day before the
public hearings.?

The public hearings were held on a weekday afternoon, with six satellite meeting
sites teleconferenced into a central meeting site in Raleigh. Several of the satellite sites

were filled beyond capacity, in part because they were held in locations that held as few

3 Plaintiffs’ counsel sent an email to Defendants’ counsel on Saturday, August 19
explaining that the block assignment files and underlying data were necessary for conducting any
meaningful analysis of the maps. Plaintiffs’ counsel requested that the block assignment files and
underlying data be furnished simultaneously with release of the maps, and further requested an
explanation for why that information was not being provided at the time the maps were released.
Plaintiffs’ counsel received no response to their email.

9
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as 25 people in populous areas.” From the start, this arrangement was plagued with
technical difficulties, and two and a half hours into the meeting Rep. David Lewis
announced a decision to separate the proceedings into seven concurrent meetings.’ See
Raleigh Public Hr’g Tr. 111:1-9, Aug. 22, 2017, ECF No. 184-10; see id. at 110:11-16
(announcing that more than 200 people remained signed up to speak as of 6:30 p.m.); see
also House Select Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr. 30:10, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No.
184-18 (acknowledging “technical problems” during the hearings).

Following the public hearings, transcripts of the comments received at the six sites
were not timely furnished to members of the redistricting committee for review. House
Select Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr. 29:4-18, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18.

Nor were the more than 4,300 comments submitted in writing via an online portal, and

* For example, the Guilford County site held 25-30 people, and the Mecklenburg County
site held 45-55 people. Aug. 22, 2017 Redistricting Public Hr’g Sites, N.C. General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/documentsites/committees/house2017-183/8-22-
2017/Sites%20for%20Public%20Comment.pdf; see also House Select Comm. on Redistricting
Meeting Tr. 30:3-8, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18 (“some of the satellite sites weren’t as big
as perhaps we would have chosen if we could go back and do it again™). By contrast, a satellite
site in Caldwell County, in a part of the state where no districts were being redrawn in 2017, was
not full. See Hudson Public Hr’g Tr. 2:5-11, Aug. 22, 2017, ECF No. 184-14.

> By this time, many people who had signed up to speak but had not yet been called upon
to address the committee had left the meetings. See Raleigh Public Hr’g Tr. 122:13-21, Aug. 22,
2017, ECF No. 184-10 (noting “many individuals have left” and overflow room had been closed
as roll calls go unanswered). The meetings nonetheless lasted well into the night, with the
Raleigh site adjourning shortly before 10 p.m. See House Select Comm. on Redistricting
Meeting Tr. 29:7-8, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18.

10
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the redistricting committees had no plan for reviewing those comments.® See id. at 30:20-
31 (“I don’t know that anyone was specifically tasked with looking at them.”).

Plaintiffs submitted alternative maps and objections, which were rejected.

Before either redistricting committee convened to consider the proposed maps,
Plaintiffs’ counsel sent a letter to the redistricting committee chairs identifying districts in
the map where the racial gerrymanders identified by this Court had been perpetuated.
Letter from Anita Earls to Thomas Farr, et al. (Aug. 23, 2017). This letter also identified
several districts that had been drawn in violation of the state constitution. Id.; see also
Raleigh Public Hr’g Tr. 143:20-145:23, Aug. 22, 2017, ECF No. 184-10 (comments of
Plaintiff Julian Pridgen). Before either committee debated or voted on the proposed maps,
Plaintiffs provided the committees with alternative House and Senate maps illustrating
how the constitutional violations they had identified could be corrected. See ECF No.
184-28 (Plaintiffs’ House plan, introduced after submission as an amendment by Rep.
Darren Jackson); ECF No. 184-34 (Plaintiffs’ Senate plan, introduced after submission as
an amendment by Sen. Dan Blue); see also Rev. Julian Pridgen Comments and Maps,
Senate Redistricting Comm.,
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/DocumentSites/browseDocSite.asp?nID=357&sFolderNa

me=\08-22-2017\Submitted%20public%20comments\Rev.%20Julian%20Pridgen  (last

6 As of the time of this filing, those written comments had also not been submitted to this
Court. They are attached here as Ex. 2.
11
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visited Sept. 15, 2017). The Plaintiffs’ House and Senate maps were introduced for
consideration in both committees and on the Senate floor, and in each case were rejected
by a formal vote along party lines, in part because racial data had been taken into
consideration in drawing the district lines. See Senate Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr.
130:18-15, Aug. 24, 2017, ECF No. 184-17; Senate Floor Session Tr. 120:18-20, Aug.
25, 2017, ECF No. 184-19; House Select Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr. 112:3-
117:7, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18. No changes were ultimately made to the enacted
maps in response to any of the Plaintiffs’ suggestions. House Select Comm. on
Redistricting Meeting Tr. 19:17-21, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18.

Partisan impact of enacted maps was made clear to legislators.

During the legislative process, the nonpartisan Campaign Legal Center conducted
an analysis of the political symmetry of the proposed House and Senate plans. That
analysis found a nearly 12% efficiency gap in favor of Republicans in both the House and
Senate maps, among the largest gap of any state legislative plan in the nation and well
beyond the level experts consider presumptively unconstitutional. Memo from Ruth
Greenwood to House Select Comm. on Redistricting & Senate Redistricting Comm.,
Aug. 22, 2017 (attached as Ex. 3) (finding 11.98% efficiency gap in House map and
11.87% efficiency gap in Senate map, and stating that experts consider gaps of 7%

presumptively unconstitutional).

12
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Campaign Legal Center formally submitted this analysis to the redistricting chairs
for consideration during the legislative process, and legislators and members of the public
brought the analysis and other politically asymmetrical aspects of the proposed maps to
the committees’ attention. See id.; Raleigh Public Hr’g Tr. 167:13-168:18, Aug. 22, 2017,
ECF No. 184-10 (comments of Bob Hall); Senate Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr.
26:24-29:12, Aug. 24, 2017, ECF No. 184-17 (Sen. Ben Clark). The partisan bias in the
districts was not caused by the need to comply with the Whole County provision as a
second analysis comparing the legislature’s proposed districts with those submitted by
the Plaintiffs showed that it is possible to remedy the constitutional violations with
districts that have less than a 2% efficiency gap. See Memo from Ruth Greenwood to
House Select Comm. on Redistricting & Senate Redistricting Comm., Aug. 24, 2017
(attached as Ex. 4). No changes were ultimately made to the enacted maps to address the
partisan asymmetry identified by the Campaign Legal Center and others. See generally
Senate Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr., Aug. 24, 2017, ECF No. 184-17; House Select
Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr., Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18.

Changes made during the process were minor and largely protected incumbents.

The few amendments made to the maps during the legislative process were minor
and came largely at the request of incumbents with regard to their own districts or other
districts within their county groupings. Senate Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 67:15-

19, Aug. 24, 2017, ECF No. 184-17 (adjusting boundary between two districts in Wake

13

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-IJEP Document 187 Filed 09/15/17 Paae 16 of 48



County at incumbent’s request); id. at 52:5-9 (adjusting boundary between two districts
in Cumberland and Hoke counties at incumbent’s request); House Select Comm. on
Redistricting Meeting Tr. 16:2-18, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-18 (amending maps at
request of members in Surry, Richmond, and Bladen county groupings); id. at 16:18-
17:2, 36:4-16 (renumbering districts in Mecklenburg, Forsyth, and Nash counties); House
Floor Session Tr. 31:19-32:2, Aug. 28, 2017, ECF No. 184-20 (adjusting district
boundaries in Wake County at the request of a county delegation member).

Maps were adopted in largely party-line votes.

All of the African-American legislators in both the House and Senate voted
against the 2017 enacted maps on second reading, as did all of the Democratic
legislators.” Aside from a few Republican legislators who voted against one or both
enacted maps because of their opposition to particular district lines or county groupings,
e.g., Senate Floor Session Tr. 59:5-9, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No. 184-19, all committee and

floor votes to adopt the 2017 enacted maps largely adhered to political party lines.

7 See H.R. Roll-Call Tr. for 2d Reading of H.B. 927, N.C. General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/voteHistory/RollCallVoteTranscript.pl?sSession=2017&sChambe
r=H&RCS=924 (last visited Sept. 15, 2017); S. Roll-Call Tr. for 2d Reading of H.B. 927, N.C.
General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/voteHistory/RollCallVoteTranscript.pl?sSession=2017&sChambe
r=S&RCS=548; S. Roll-Call Tr. for 2d Reading of S.B. 691, N.C. General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/voteHistory/RollCallVoteTranscript.pl?sSession=2017&sChambe
r=S&RCS=542; H.R. Roll-Call Tr. for 2d Reading of S.B. 691, N.C. General Assembly,
http://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/voteHistory/RollCallVoteTranscript.pl?sSession=2017&sChambe
r=H&RCS=926.
14
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B. The enacted districts

In response to this Court’s July 31 order, ECF No. 180, the General Assembly
redrew 79 of its 120 House districts and 36 of its 50 Senate districts. Compare 2011
House map with Map of 2017 House Redistricting Plan, ECF No. 184-1; 2011 Senate
map With Map of 2017 Senate Redistricting Plan, ECF No. 184-4.

Three of the redrawn districts are majority black:

District County Pre-2011 2011 TBVAP% | 2017 TBVAP%
TBVAP%
HD 57 Guilford 21.38% 50.69% 60.75%
HD 101 Mecklenburg 50.60% 51.31% 50.82%
SD 28 Guilford 44.18% 56.49% 50.52%
When asked how they would justify adoption of those three majority-black

districts in response to the Court’s July 31 order, legislative leaders responded either by
saying the Court’s order did not permit them to consider race when drawing the maps or
vaguely suggesting that the Court had left the door open to drawing majority-black
districts that were naturally occurring. Joint Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 151:6-
154:17, Aug. 10, 2017, ECF No. 184-9; Senate Redistricting Comm. Meeting Tr. 101:4-
18, Aug. 24, 2017, ECF No. 184-17.

In addition to the three majority-black districts, nine of the redrawn districts not

composed of whole counties have a total black voting age population of more than 47%:

District County Pre-2011 2011 TBVAP% | 2017 TBVAP%
TBVAP%
HD 31 Durham 44.71% 51.81% 49.56%
HD 32 Granville, 36.22% 50.45% 49.12%
Vance, Warren

15
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HD 38 Wake 31.63% 51.37% 48.30%
HD 43 Cumberland 48.69% 51.45% 49.96%
HD 72 Forsyth 43.40% 45.02% 47.51%
HD 99 Mecklenburg 28.29% 54.65% 49.54%
HD 107 Mecklenburg 50.48% 52.52% 49.39%
SD 21 Cumberland, 41.00% 51.53% 47.51%
Hoke
SD 38 Mecklenburg 47.69% 52.51% 48.46%

As with the three majority-black districts, no explanation was provided during the
legislative process as to why these nine districts were drawn with greater than 47% total
black voting age population. See generally ECF No. 184-17 through -25.

In single-county groupings, the General Assembly redrew all of the districts within
each single-county group, including districts that had not been held unconstitutional and
did not border a district that had been held unconstitutional. See Map of 2017 House
Redistricting Plan, ECF No. 184-1 (HD 26, 37, 40, 41, 105). Twice in groupings with
multiple counties the General Assembly drew districts composed of portions of multiple
counties where the district could have satisfied population requirements while traversing
fewer county lines. See id. (HD 10, 83).

IV.  ARGUMENT

Defendants failed to cure the unconstitutional racial gerrymanders in four districts:
Senate District 21 in Cumberland and Hoke Counties, Senate District 28 in Guilford
County, House District 21 in Wayne and Sampson Counties, and House District 57 in
Guilford County. Race predominated in the drawing of these district lines, and

Defendants offer no compelling governmental interest to justify those districts.

16
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Nothing in any of the court’s orders in this case authorizes or requires the General
Assembly to ignore the dictates of the North Carolina Constitution as it specifically
relates to redistricting.® However, Senate District 41 in Mecklenburg County, and seven
House Districts in the 2017 enacted plans violate various provisions of the North
Carolina Constitution. Those districts are not legally permissible remedial districts and
cannot be an acceptable remedy for the violations that exist in the 2011 districts.

A. The Court Must Consider Whether the Defendants’ Remedial Districts
are Legally Acceptable

This Court has both the authority and the responsibility to ensure that the General
Assembly’s 2017 Senate and House redistricting plans are in fact a true and legal remedy.
See Chapman v. Meier, 420 U.S. 1 (1975) (reversing the lower court’s approval of
remedial legislative districts that violated the one-person, one-vote requirement). Indeed,
“while a court must not overreach when fashioning a remedy of its own, it must
determine whether the legislative remedy enacted at its behest is in fact a lawful
substitute for the original unconstitutional plan.” Harris v. McCrory, No. 13-cv-949,
2016 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 71853, at *5 (M.D.N.C. June 2, 2016). The Fourth Circuit’s

seminal precedent on this question is McGhee v. Granville County, 860 F.2d 110 (4th Cir.

¥ Indeed, Defendants acknowledge that when redrawing districts to cure the racial
gerrymanders, they needed to change the county grouping configurations in much of the state in
order to comply with the Article II, Sections 3(3) and 5(3) of the North Carolina Constitution
which state respectively that “[n]o county shall be divided in the formation of a senate district”
and “[n]o county shall be divided in the formation of a representative district.” See Notice of
Filing 6, Sept. 7, 2017, Doc. 184 (explaining that ideal county grouping maps were provided to
the Senate and House redistricting committees).

17

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-IJEP Document 187 Filed 09/15/17 Paae 20 of 48



1988), where the court held that when reviewing a jurisdiction’s proposed remedial
districts, a court must consider “whether the proffered remedial plan is legally
unacceptable because it violates anew constitutional or statutory voting rights.” Id., at
115. See also, Wilson v. Jones, 130 F. Supp. 2d 1315, 1322 (S.D. Ala. 2000), aff’d sub
nom. Wilson v. Minor, 220 F. 3d 1297 (11th Cir. 2000) (“When ... the districting plan is
offered as a replacement for one invalidated by the court and will be implemented solely
by virtue of the court’s power, the court has an independent duty to assess its
constitutionality and cannot ignore substantial evidence of improper racial motivation.”).
It is widely understood that a remedial plan which itself fails constitutional muster
is afforded no deference. See, e.g., White v. Weizer, 412 U.S. 783, 797 (1973) (reviewing
court “should defer to state policy in fashioning relief only where that policy is consistent
with constitutional norms”). Courts have appropriately refused to implement legislative
remedies that are themselves unlawful or fail to remedy the original violation. See, e.g.,
Large v. Fremont Cnty, 670 F.3d 1133, 1135 (10th Cir. 2012) (affirming district court’s
order rejecting the county’s proposed remedial plan because it violates state law); Harvell
v. Blytheville Sch. Dist. No. 5, 126 F.3d 1038, 1040 (8th Cir. 1997) (affirming district
court’s rejection of school board’s remedial plan because the plan did not completely
remedy the violation); Buchanan v. City of Jackson, 683 F. Supp. 1537, 1541 (W.D.
Tenn. 1988) (rejecting commissioners’ remedial plan). Here, in the areas of the state

where the General Assembly’s remedial districts do not cure the racial gerrymander, and
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in other areas where the remedial districts violate the state constitution, those districts
cannot be used and the Plaintiffs alternative districts should be substituted as the proper
remedy.

B. The Defendants Have the Burden of Proving That the Districts They
Drew Fully Cure the Constitutional Violation

Under equal protection jurisprudence, Defendants bear the burden to prove that
their proposed remedial districts have fully cured the constitutional violation found in this
case. See, e.g., Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Bd. of Education, 402 U.S. 1, 26 (1971)
(school authorities proposing desegregation plans “have the burden of showing that such
school assignments are genuinely nondiscriminatory’’); Dayton Bd. of Educ. v. Brinkman,
443 U.S. 526, 538 (1979) (school boards have an “affirmative responsibility” to ensure
desegregation efforts and a “heavy burden” of showing that their actions “serve important
and legitimate ends”); Vaughns v. Bd. of Education, 758 F.2d 983, 991 (4th Cir. 1985)
(district court erred in placing the burden of “proving the causal connection between the
prior unconstitutional condition and the need for ancillary relief” upon plaintiffs); Everett
v. Pitt County Bd. of Educ., 678 F.3d 281, 288 (4th Cir. 2012) (it is the inescapable
burden of a school board to demonstrate that an assignment plan works toward
desegregation, “particularly where [the] plan allegedly causes immediate and substantial
adverse effects”).

Similarly, this is the case in other contexts as well. See, e.g., Muhammad v. Giant

Food, 108 Fed. Appx. 757 (4th Cir. 2004) (burden in remedial phase of class action
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employment discrimination suit is on employer); Coleman v. Brown, 938 F. Supp. 2d 955
(E.D. Cal. 2013) (where defendant prison officials were found to have violated the Eighth
Amendment, the burden remained on the defendants to prove constitutional compliance
during the remedial proceedings); Smith v. Bounds, 813 F.2d 1299 (4th Cir. 1987)
(burden of proving compliance with constitutional standards is on department of
corrections after court finds systemic constitutional violations). Defendants must show
that their proposed 2017 districts fully remedy the unconstitutional use of race that
occurred when those districts were initially drawn in 2011.

C. Four Districts are Still Racial Gerrymanders

Plaintiffs object to SD 21, SD 28, HD 21 and HD 57 because they fail to cure the
constitutional violation originally found by this court to exist in those districts and in the
area of the state where they are located. See Covington v. N.C., 316 F.R.D. 117, 146-48,
155-56, 163 (M.D.N.C. 2016). As a threshold matter, it is important to note that the Court
ordered that Defendants explain “as to any district with a BVAP greater than 50%, the
factual basis upon which the General Assembly concluded that the Voting Rights Act
obligated it to draw the district at greater than 50% BVAP.” Order 9, July 31, 2017, ECF
No. 180. The Defendants’ only explanation is that “[t]o the extent that any district in the
2017 House and Senate redistricting plans exceed 50% BVAP, such a result was naturally
occurring and the General Assembly did not conclude that the Voting Rights Act

obligated it to draw any such district.” Notice of Filing 10-11, ECF No. 184. Thus, the
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only issue is whether Defendants have demonstrated that race did not predominate in the
drawing of any of the remedial districts, as Defendants offer no compelling governmental
interest to justify these districts.

It is also important to note that Plaintiffs are not objecting to all of the redrawn
districts that are close to or greater than 50% black in voting age population. See supra at
14-15 (of the redrawn districts that are not composed of whole counties, three are
majority-BVAP and nine are greater than 47% in total BVAP). Plaintiffs’ objection to
these four districts is not based solely on the racial composition of the districts but rather
includes circumstantial evidence such as the shapes of the districts and the populations
contained within them. While the implications of this data may be contested, the facts
themselves, the compactness scores, the district lines and the census data, are not
contested.

Additionally, the principles that this Court outlined in its original opinion
concerning the relevance and probative value of this evidence to prove that race
predominated in the drawing of the districts in 2011 is equally applicable to the 2017
districts. See Covington v. North Carolina, 316 F.R.D. 117, 140 (M.D.N.C. 2016)
(explaining concepts and categories of evidence relevant to a racial gerrymander claim).
Lack of geographic compactness, whether measured mathematically or assessed visually,
repeatedly has been relied upon as a “sign of race predominating,” as has contiguity. Id.,

316 F.R.D. at 141. Similarly, racial demographic data and the race of individuals added
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to or subtracted from the benchmark district, “may signify whether ‘race was the
predominant factor motiving the legislature’s decision to place a significant number of
voter within or without a particular district.”” 1d. (quoting Miller v. Johnson, 515 U.S.
900, 916 (1995)).
1. Senate District 28

The 2017 enacted version of Senate District 28 is contained wholly within
Guilford County, as were the 2011 and 2003 versions of the district. The benchmark
version of the district before the 2011 redistricting included 47.20% BVAP, which in
2011 was increased to 56.49% BVAP, in part through the inclusion of an arm that
“protrude[d] west, then hook[ed] south” into an area of concentrated black population in
the city of High Point. Op. at 71, ECF No. 123. In the 2017 version of SD 28, the High
Point arm has been cut off at the shoulder by means of a split precinct where incumbent
Sen. Gladys Robinson lives, but the district’s core shape and other features of the racially
gerrymandered 2011 district that this Court found persuasive in 2016 remain. See Map of
2017 Senate Redistricting Plan, ECF No. 184-4; Decl. of Gladys Robinson 9 13 (attached
as Ex. 5).

The 2017 version of SD 28 has a total BVAP of 50.52%. Additional Statistics on
2017 Senate Redistricting Plan 22, ECF No. 184-6. To achieve that concentration of
black voters in SD 28, as in the 2011 plan, the map drawers again “outline[d] areas with a

high proportion of African-Americans,” Op. at 73, ECF No. 123, continuing to employ a
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reverse “L” shape that follows the contours of the black population of Greensboro while
majority-white areas of the city are left out of the district. Decl. of Anthony Fairfax § 21
& Figure 2 (attached as Ex. 6). In the 2017 version of SD 28, every majority-black VTD
in Greensboro falls within the district’s boundaries, id. 9 20, and as in 2011 the district
splits Greensboro along racial lines, Op. at 73, ECF No. 123.

In maintaining SD 28 as a majority-minority district, the General Assembly chose
to add whole precincts with significant BVAP levels to the district, while removing
whole precincts with lower BVAP levels. See Robinson Decl. q 23. In at least one case,
the General Assembly departed from its criterion of respecting municipal boundaries to
split a precinct that is home to “several pockets of African-American residents.” Id. 9 22.
In adding population to SD 28 to offset the lost High Point arm, the General Assembly
split longstanding communities of interest in Greensboro. Id. 4 19-20. During the
legislative process for the 2017 plan, the Senate rejected alternative maps that would have
kept communities of interest in Greensboro together while returning SD 28 to its pre-
2011 BVAP levels. Id. 9 28-30.

Even without its High Point arm, the 2017 enacted version of SD 28 scores at the
bottom of its class in compactness. Only five of fifty Senate districts have lower Polsby-
Popper scores than SD 28’s 0.17, which is 50% lower than the 0.34 mean compactness
score for the 2017 Senate plan as a whole. Measures of Compactness 6-9, Senate

Redistricting Comm.,
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http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/s69 1maps/S691%204th%20Ed.Combined.pdf. ?
Alternative maps introduced during the legislative process illustrate that SD 28 could
have been drawn more compactly while meeting population goals and other race-neutral
redistricting criteria. See ECF No. 184-34 at 23.

As in 2011, the General Assembly’s retention of the core shape of the 2011
version of SD 28, continued use of boundary lines that outline black population and
divide Greensboro along racial lines, selection of heavily black precincts for inclusion in
the district while more heavily white precincts are excluded from the district, and
disregard of communities of interest and municipal boundaries has resulted in a
configuration of SD 28 with greater than 50% total BVAP and substandard compactness
scores. Taken together, these factors demonstrate that race predominated in the
construction of the 2017 enacted version of SD 28.

2. Senate District 21

In both the 2011 and the 2017 redistricting plans, Senate District 21 is one of two
districts drawn in a two-county cluster that includes Hoke and Cumberland Counties.
Compare Tr. Ex. 2116 with ECF No. 184-8 at 10, and ECF No. 136-1 at 18. In both
plans, SD 21 includes all of Hoke County and must reach in to Fayetteville in

Cumberland County to have enough population to satisfy the one person, one vote

? Compactness data on the 2017 House and Senate plans is available on the General
Assembly’s website and was available during the legislative redistricting process but as of the
date of this filing had not been submitted to this Court. It and incumbent pairing data also
available during the legislative process are attached as Ex. 9 (Senate) and Ex. 11 (House).
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requirement. Compare Tr. Ex. 2114 with ECF No. 184-4 at 2. In the 2011 plan, the
BVAP in SD 21 was increased from 44.93% in the 2003 plan to 51.53%. Covington, 316
F.R.D. at 146. As a consequence, the 2011 district had a bizarre shape, and contained
“multiple appendages, which are so thin and oddly shaped that it is hard to see exactly
where the district begins and ends. Some portions of the district are so narrow that the
district is nearly non-contiguous.” Id.

The 2017 version of SD 21 made only minimal changes to the district. The district
still has a BVAP of 47.51%, which is ten percentage points higher than the overall cluster
BVAP of 36.86%. Decl. of Ben Clark 4 11(d) (attached as Ex. 8). A comparison of the
areas moved out of the district and those moved into the district shows very little
difference between the 2011 and 2017 districts. See Clark Decl. at 3, Figure 1. Most
significantly, the BVAP in the Cumberland County portions of SD 21 is 51.66% while
the BVAP in SD 19 is only 25.99%. Clark Decl. 4 11(a). Numerous other demographic
facts further illustrate the continued packing of African-American voters into SD 21,
including a detailed examination of a notched intersection between the two districts
which can only be explained by the sorting of voters on the basis of race. See Clark Decl.
9 11(e); Gilkeson Decl. 99 38-40.

Furthermore, the General Assembly’s disposition of two proposed amendments to
SD 19 and SD 21 in the enacted Senate map illustrates that the racially gerrymandered

nature of the district remains. An amendment that did not change the racial composition
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of the district was accepted, but an amendment that would have made the district lines
much more regular but that would also have reduced the BVAP in SD 21 was rejected.
See Clark Decl. 9 13-16.

Examining the racial demographics of the district also illustrates how the district
lines were drawn to pack most of the black voters in Cumberland County into SD 21.
The district cuts through downtown Fayetteville, picking up only the majority black
VTDs as well as almost all of the city’s majority-black census blocks.'® Fairfax Decl.
17-19, Figure 1 & App. 4.

The 2017 version of SD 21 is not geographically compact. The overall
compactness score for the district is just .25 using the Polsby-Popper measure. See
Measures of Compactness 6-9, Senate Redistricting Comm.,
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/s69 1maps/S691%204th%20Ed.Combined.pdf.
Equally damning is the fact that a more compact district can be drawn, as illustrated by
the district configuration in Plaintiffs’ proposed remedial districts in Cumberland County,
in which SD 21 has a Polsby-Popper score of .37. See ECF No. 184-34 at 2, 23 (Senator
Blue’s amendment, which was the Covington Plaintiffs’ Senate plan and which was

defeated in committee and on the floor of the Senate).

10" Additional evidence is that an illustrative district drawn solely for the purpose of
testing the hypothesis that racial considerations predominated in the drawing of SD 21, shows
that, if it were constitutional to draw districts to achieve a partisan advantage, and Plaintiffs
contend it is not, the same partisan outcome could be achieved in the Cumberland/Hoke county
grouping without packing black voters into SD 21. Gilkeson Decl. 9 54-57.
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Most telling is an analysis performed by Dr. Gregory Herschlag, a member of the
Mathematics Department at Duke University. See Decl. of Gregory Herschlag (attached
as Ex. 10). He used traditional redistricting criteria and established mathematics
principles to generate simulated maps of two senate districts within the
Hoke/Cumberland county grouping. He then compared the racial composition of those
simulated maps to the racial composition of enacted SD 19 and SD 21. The purpose of
his analysis was to test the likelihood that districts drawn within that grouping based on
traditional redistricting criteria and not race, would include a district like enacted SD 21
with a BVAP of 47.51% for the district and 51.66% for the portion in Cumberland. Dr.
Herschlag generated 78,485 maps for the Hoke/Cumberland grouping that contained two
senate districts. Not one of those maps contained a district with BVAP numbers as high
as enacted SD 21. Herschlag Decl. q 8 & Figure 1. This finding conclusively establishes
that Defendants have failed to cure the racial gerrymander in the Hoke/Cumberland
grouping.

Taken together, these facts lead to only one possible conclusion. The Defendants
have failed to demonstrate that the minor changes they made to SD 21 cured the
unconstitutional use of race in the 2011 version of the district.

3. House District 57
The 2017 enacted version of House District 57 is contained wholly within

Guilford County, as were the 2011 and 2003 versions of the district. The district changed
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radically between 2009 and 2011, when the General Assembly reconfigured HD 57 to
create a third majority-black House district in Guilford County. Op. at 121, ECF No. 123
(noting “almost no discernable overlap” between the 2009 and 2011 versions of HD 57).
In 2011, the legislature increased the BVAP of HD 57 from 29.93% to 50.69%. Id. at
120, 121. The increased BVAP in 2011 resulted from two changes: (1) relocating the core
of the district to Northeast Greensboro, a heavily black community of interest that had
not been included in previous iterations of HD 57, and (2) extending ““a tail” east into
Sedalia, a predominantly black community. Id. at 120-21, 123. In the 2017 version of HD
57, the Sedalia tail has been shorn off, but other features of the racially gerrymandered
2011 district remain. See Map of 2017 House Redistricting Plan, ECF No. 184-1;
Robinson Decl. §] 32.

The 2017 version of HD 57 has a total BVAP of 60.75%, the highest total BVAP
percentage of any House or Senate district in the state. Additional Statistics on 2017
House Redistricting Plan 30-32, ECF No. 184-3; see Additional Statistics on 2017 Senate
Redistricting Plan 22, ECF No. 184-6. To achieve that concentration of black voters in
HD 57, as in the 2011 plan, the map drawers again drew district boundaries that closely
track concentrations of black population. Fairfax Decl. 9 26-27 & Figure 4. As in 2011,
HD 57 splits Greensboro along racial lines. See id. at 123.

This continued pattern of racial sorting may be most stark in the Irving Park

neighborhood and southeastern Greensboro. In not only maintaining HD 57 as a
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majority-minority district but also significantly increasing its total black voting age
population beyond the 2011 level, the General Assembly chose to add heavily black
precincts in southeastern Greensboro to the district, while removing majority-white
precincts in the Irving Park area. See Robinson Decl. ] 39-41. In doing so, the General
Assembly severed Irving Park from a community of interest near downtown Greensboro.
Id. 9§ 40. And in adding southeastern Greensboro to HD 57, the General Assembly
displaced without explanation a distinct, historic, civically engaged African-American
community, which has never before been a part of HD 57. See id. q 41. During the
legislative process for the 2017 plan, incumbent Rep. Pricey Harrison of HD 57 pressed
the committee chairs for clarification on why the BVAP in her district was being
increased after the district had been found unconstitutional at a lower BVAP level. See
House Select Comm. on Redistricting Meeting Tr. 119:6-15, Aug. 25, 2017, ECF No.
184-18. Her comment received no substantive response. Id. at 120:2-6.

Even without the Sedalia tail, the 2017 enacted version of HD 57 scores below the
statewide mean Polsby-Popper and Reock compactness scores for the 2017 House plan as
a whole, despite the “inherent compactness” the district benefits from as a result of its
location in Greensboro. Op. at 121-22, ECF No. 123 (noting that compactness alone does
not establish that race did not predominate in drawing district boundaries); see Measures
of Compactness 8-10, House Redistricting Comm.,

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/h927maps/HB%20927%203rd%20Ed.Combined.pdf

29

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-IJEP Document 187 Filed 09/15/17 Paae 32 of 48



. Plaintiffs’ alternative House map introduced during the legislative process illustrates
that HD 57 could have been drawn more compactly while meeting population goals and
other race-neutral redistricting criteria. See ECF No. 184-28 at 9, 12.

In addition, the General Assembly’s retention of the core of the 2011 version of
HD 57, continued use of boundary lines that outline black population and divide
Greensboro along racial lines, selection of heavily black precincts for inclusion in the
district while more heavily white precincts are excluded from the district, and disregard
of communities of interest has resulted in a configuration of HD 57 with greater than
50% total BVAP and substandard compactness scores. Taken together, these factors
demonstrate that race predominated in the construction of the 2017 enacted version of
HD 57.

4. House District 21

In finding that the 2011 version of House District 21 was an unconstitutional racial
gerrymander, this court noted that at 51.90% BVAP and a Reock score of .19, splitting
three counties, and dividing seven municipalities, the district geography indicated that
race was the predominant motive for drawing the district lines. Covington, 316 F.R.D. at
155-56. The 2017 version of HD 21 is even less compact. Its Reock score is .12,
standing alone as the absolute lowest of all 120 house districts. Measures of
Compactness 8-10, House Redistricting Comm.

http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/h927maps/HB%20927%203rd%20Ed.Combined.pdf
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. On the Polsby-Popper measure the district scores .29, which is in the lowest 10% of all
120 districts.

While the 2017 version is now contained in just two counties, Wayne and
Sampson, the irregular shape continues to follow the racial demographics of the region,
stretching up to Goldsboro and down to Clinton to pick up the black populations in those
areas. Fairfax Decl. 4 22-25 & Figure 3. This district is one of seven districts that must
be drawn in a seven county grouping. See ECF No. 136-1 at 21. In contrast to the
minimal changes made by the Defendants, the Plaintiffs’ proposed map shows that it is
completely possible to redraw these districts in a geographically compact manner, where
the lowest Reock score for any of the seven districts is just .36 instead of .12. See ECF
No. 184-28 at 2, 8-10. With a BVAP of 42.34%, this district continues to assign voters
on the basis of their race and is not a naturally occurring concentration of black voters.
Given this data, the Defendants cannot demonstrate that they have cured the racial
gerrymander in HD 21.

5. Defendants’ Assertions of Colorblindness Are Not Persuasive

Evidence that Racial Considerations Did Not Predominate in
These Four Districts

The Defendants’ insistence that race could not predominate if racial data was not
used by Dr. Hofeller or looked at by the committees is false. Indeed, the Supreme Court
has taken it as a given that “redistricting differs from other kinds of state decisionmaking

in that the legislature always is aware of race when it draws district lines, just as it is
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aware of age, economic status, religious and political persuasion, and a variety of other
demographic factors. That sort of race consciousness does not lead inevitably to
impermissible race discrimination.” Shaw v. Reno, 509 U.S. 630, 646, 113 S. Ct. 2816,
2826 (1993). But even more obviously, Dr. Hofeller does not need access to racial data
to know that if he draws a district in approximately the same way the racially
gerrymandered district was drawn, it would achieve the same effect, illegally separating
black voter from white voters based on their race. And he has said exactly that. Under
oath in a deposition earlier this year, testifying regarding his drawing of North Carolina’s
2016 Congressional Districts where again, racial data allegedly was not “used” to draw
the districts, Dr. Hofeller was asked “how did you go about ensuring Voting Rights Act
compliance in drawing the 2016 congressional plan.” Dep. of Thomas Hofeller 246:10-
12, League of Women Voters of N.C. v. Rucho, No. 1:16-cv-1164 (M.D.N.C. Jan. 24,
2017) (attached in excerpted format as Ex. 12). His response was that since it was drawn
in the same general area as it had been before, and based on his past experience, he did
not have to actually look at the racial data to know that the district would comply with the
Voting Rights Act. Id. at 246:13-247:7. Indeed, here, the district lines themselves reveal
that race predominated.

In the same case, the Defendants’ identified an expert witness, Dr. James G.
Gimpel, who, when asked whether he thought that the General Assembly considered race

data when drawing the 2016 Congressional districts, testified as follows:

32

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-IJEP Document 187 Filed 09/15/17 Paae 35 of 48



You don’t have to consider race data. You don’t have to consider race data,

okay. There’s no need to go to race data, you know, to know, okay —

especially given the knowledge that a lot of these folks have of what’s

going on in this state and how long they’ve been around, you don’t need

race data to consider race data in order to draw maps that ensure the

representation of African Americans in the state of North Carolina. And,

you know, one of the ways that you can do that, by the way, and not

consider race data is by falling back on districts that look in many ways like

the districts from previous elections.
Dep. of James Gimpel 165:25-166:14, League of Women Voters of N.C. v. Rucho, No.
1:16-cv-1164 (M.D.N.C. Apr. 27 ,2017) (attached in excerpted format as Ex. 13). Dr.
Gimpel explains here why claiming to be colorblind by not looking at race data is no
proof that race did not predominate in the drawing of a legislative district, particularly
when that district is drawn by Dr. Hofeller, who has decades of experience with North

Carolina redistricting.

D. Certain House and Senate Districts Violate the North Carolina
Constitution

The state’s proposed remedial maps also contain several violations of the state
constitution and, as such, cannot and should not be approved as an appropriate remedy by
this Court. This is the case because “where [a jurisdiction’s] remedial plan contravenes
state laws that have not been remedially abrogated by the Supremacy Clause,” remedial
plans offered by a legislative body must still respect the policy choices that sovereign
state constitutional law demands. Large v. Fremont Cty., 670 F.3d 1133 (10th Cir. 2012);
Bodker v. Taylor, Civ. A. No. 1:02-cv-9990DE, 2002 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 27447, at *5

(N.D. Ga. 2002) (court would not order a jurisdiction’s preferred redistricting plan when
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ordering implementation of that plan would contravene state law). See also Cleveland
Cnty. Ass’n for Gov’t by the People v. Cleveland Cty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 142 F.3d 468, 477
(D.C. Cir. 1998) (“[I]f a violation of federal law necessitates a remedy barred by state
law, the state law must give way; if no such violation exists, principles of federalism
dictate that state law governs.”). Here, the General Assembly is not authorized to
disregard the state policies inherent in, and commanded by, the state constitution and
cannot disregard those commands unless specifically abrogated by this court’s order
identifying a violation of federal law.

In Fremont, the Tenth Circuit upheld a district court’s rejection of a county’s
proposed plan to remedy violations of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. The district
court correctly concluded that the county, a subordinate legislative body in Wyoming,
could not override state law in crafting a remedy if it was not necessary to do so. 670
F.3d at 1148-49. There, state law prohibited the use of multi-member districts in county
elections, but the county’s proposed remedial plan would utilize both single-member and
multi-member districts. 1d. at 1136. The court concluded that it was possible to remedy
the Section 2 violation using only single-member districts and thus comply with state
law. 1d. at 136-37. Just as the county was subordinate to and controlled by state law, the
General Assembly here is subordinate to and controlled by state constitutional law.
Where, by alternate maps, Plaintiffs can demonstrate that it is not necessary to abrogate

compliance with the state constitution to remedy the federal constitutional violations
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identified in this case, this Court should not allow a remedial plan that unnecessarily
disregards that ultimate designation of state policy choice—the North Carolina
Constitution.

Article II, Sections 3 and 5 of the North Carolina Constitution lay out the
restrictions imposed upon the General Assembly when engaging in state legislative
redistricting. Sections 3(3) and 5(3), collectively, establish the state’s Whole County
Provision (“WCP”) and Sections 3(4) and 5(4) explicitly prohibit the legislature from
redrawing state legislative districts, once enacted, until after the next decennial census.
N.C. CONST. Article II, Sections 3(3-4) and 5(3-4). As discussed below, the 2017
Enacted Plans violate these provisions, going far beyond the necessary abrogation of the
state constitution by this Court’s August 11, 2016 order (ECF No. 123), and must thus be
rejected.

1. The General Assembly Exceeded the Authority Granted it by this
Court’s Orders and Redrew Districts in Violation of the State
Constitutional Prohibition on Mid-Decade Redistricting

On August 11, 2016, this Court “ordere[ed] the North Carolina General Assembly
to draw remedial districts...to correct the constitutional deficiencies in the Enacted
Plans.” ECF No. 123. That order, however, did not, and could not, authorize the General
Assembly to redraw districts not required to be redrawn to correct those federal

constitutional deficiencies in violation of the state constitutional prohibition on mid-

decade redistricting.
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The plain language of the state constitution prohibits mid-decade redistricting.
N.C. CoNST. Article II, Sections 3(4) and 5(4) (i.e., “When established, the senate
districts and the apportionment of Senators shall remain unaltered until the return of
another decennial census of population taken by order of Congress.”). This state law
prohibition controls unless a district has been invalidated by a court. See, e.g., Crosby v.
Nat’l Foreign Trade Council, 530 U.S. 363, 373 (2000). The plain language of the state
constitution on this matter invites no serious dispute over its interpretation and in the only
case where the North Carolina Supreme Court has interpreted this constitutional
provision, the court went to great lengths to avoid violating the prohibition on mid-
decade redistricting. Comm’rs of Granville Co. v. Ballard, 69 N.C. 18 (1873). Plaintiffs
in that case challenged a state statute that changed the boundaries between Franklin and
Granville Counties, arguing that the statute violated Article II, Section 5, because it
would have the effect of transferring part of Granville County from SD 21 to SD 7. Id. at
19. The Supreme Court said that violation of the mid-decade redistricting prohibition
could be avoided by interpreting the statute to mean that while Granville residents would
now be residents in Franklin County, they would continue to vote in SD 21. The
plaintiffs had urged against such a construction, arguing that it would then violate Article
II, Section 5(3), which requires whole counties be used in the construction of Senate

districts. Id. at 20. But in rejecting the plaintiffs’ arguments, the Supreme Court
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established the supremacy of that prohibition against mid-decade redistricting, id., and
this Court can and should respect that unambiguous state constitutional rule.

Here, in both Wake and Mecklenburg Counties, the General Assembly has
violated Art. II, Sections 3(4) and 5(4) by unnecessarily altering districts mid-decade.
House Districts 36, 37, 40 and 41 in Wake County were not declared unconstitutional,
and they do not touch a district that was ruled unconstitutional. The same is true for
House District 105 in Mecklenburg County. These districts are modified in the enacted
remedial House plan in those counties, but it is not necessary to alter those districts in
order to correct the two districts in Wake County (33 and 38) and the three districts in
Mecklenburg County (99, 102 and 107) that were declared unconstitutional. Gilkeson
Decl. § 42-49. Plaintiffs have demonstrated that with their proposed alternative map
introduced at the public hearing on August 22, 2017.

This court’s order invalidating only certain house districts in Wake and
Mecklenburg County does not mandate or allow abrogation of the state constitutional
prohibition against mid-decade redistrict except insofar as absolutely necessary to remedy
the violation. Moreover, partisan goals cannot trump state constitutional compliance.
Compare ECF No. 184-28 at 40-51 with Stat Pack for 2017 House Redistricting Plan 4-
15, ECF No. 184-2 (HD 40, currently represented by a Democrat, is altered to become
Republican-performing district). The General Assembly has already redrawn HD 40 and

the other identified districts once this decade—its 2011 unconstitutional acts cannot now
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justify a complete disregard of the state constitution’s prohibition on mid-decade
redistricting. Thus, because Plaintiffs’ proposed maps in these counties remedy the racial
gerrymandering violation without affecting House Districts 36, 37, 40, 41 and 105, it is
clear that the enacted Wake and Mecklenburg County House district configurations
violate the state constitutional prohibition on mid-decade redistricting and cannot be
enacted or approved by this Court.

2. Remedial House Districts Violate the State Constitutional Whole
County Provision

The state’s remedial house plan also runs afoul of the North Carolina
Constitution’s Whole County Provision (“WCP”). N.C. Const. Article II, Sections 3(3)
and 5(3). The North Carolina Supreme Court first established nine criteria for validly-
constructed state legislative districts in Stephenson v. Bartlett, 355 N.C. 354, 383-84, 562
S.E.2d 377, 396-97 (N.C. 2002) (“Stephenson I). Importantly here, the court instructed:
(a) “[w]ithin any [] contiguous multi-county grouping...the resulting interior county lines
created by any such groupings may be crossed or traversed in the creation of districts
within said multi-county grouping but only to the extent necessary to comply with the at
or within plus or minus five percent ‘one-person, one-vote’ standard”; and (b) “[t]he
intent underlying the WCP must be enforced to the maximum extent possible; thus, only
the smallest number of counties necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus
five percent ‘one-person, one-vote’ standard shall be combined.” Id. at 383-84, 562

S.E.2d at 397
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In 2007, the Supreme Court further fleshed out these instructions, invalidating a
state house district in Pender and New Hanover Counties for failure to comply with the
WCP. Pender County v. Bartlett, 361 N.C. 491, 649 S.E.2d 364 (N.C. 2007). There, at
that time, Pender County did not have the population to warrant an entire state house
district, and New Hanover County had the population to warrant more than two state
house districts, but not three. Id. at 494, 649 S.E.2d at 366. The two counties grouped
together were assigned three state house districts. ld. The legislature drew a house
district between Pender and New Hanover counties that did not keep either county whole
(HD 18). Id. Because there was not Voting Rights Act justification for this drawing of
HD 18, the Court held that the Pender County boundaries should be respected and “‘a
voting district that includes Pender County must add population across a county line, but
only to the extent necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus five percent
‘one-person, one-vote’ standard.” 1d. at 509, 649 S.E.2d at 376 (internal quotations
omitted).

There are two instances where the General Assembly violated this rule in the 2017
plan. Cabarrus County has the population to justify more than two house districts. As
such, two whole districts must be drawn in the county, with only enough population in a
neighboring county added to the remainder of the Cabarrus County population to bring it
to within plus or minus five percent of the ideal district population. Instead, in the

enacted map, there is only one district, HD 82, wholly within Cabarrus County, and HD
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83 traverses the county line to include a portion of Rowan County with Cabarrus County.
Where, as here, it is possible to draw both HD 82 and HD 83 entirely within Cabarrus
County (as Plaintiffs’ map demonstrates), the failure to draw two districts entirely within
Cabarrus County violates the Supreme Court’s instructions from Stephenson | on
maximum compliance with the WCP.

Likewise, House District 10 also does not comply with the North Carolina
Supreme Court’s instructions from Stephenson I. House District 10 is at one end of a
seven-county cluster. Greene County, where that district is based in the proposed
remedial plan, does not have enough population to support a House District on its own.
Enough population could be added from the adjacent and larger county, Wayne County,
to satisfy the equal population requirement with only one county traverse. That
construction would be consistent with the state constitutional commands as defined by
the North Carolina Supreme Court and as Dr. Hofeller explained in sworn testimony. See
Stephenson 1, 355 N.C. at 384, 562 S.E.2d at 397 (“only the smallest number of counties
necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus five percent ‘one-person, one-
vote’ standard shall be combined’); see also Hofeller Testimony, Covington Trial Tr. Vol
V, at 10:18-23 (Apr. 15, 2016) (“Also, if you have, for instance, a two-county group, the
smaller county with the smallest population should be left intact, and the larger county
should make up the share that the smaller county needs to bring it to the proper

population.”). Instead of simply adding the population from Wayne County necessary to
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bring a Greene County-based district up to within plus or minus five percent of the ideal
population, House District 10 traverses two counties—Wayne County and then stretches
into Johnston County. Because Plaintiffs’ House map demonstrates that it is possible to
draw this cluster with the same number of traverses and the maximally compliant version
of HD 10 (Greene and Wayne Counties only), the enacted district violates the WCP.

3. A Remedial Senate District Violates the State Constitutional
Compactness Requirement

Finally, SD 41 in Mecklenburg County also violates the WCP because it is grossly
non-compact. In Stephenson v. Bartlett, 357 N.C. 301, 582 S.E.2d 247 (2003)
(“Stephenson 11”), the North Carolina Supreme Court upheld a trial court’s rejection of
the legislature’s remedial redistricting plans because the trial court found that districts in
the remedial map demonstrated “substantial failures in compactness.” Id. at 309, 582
S.E.2d at 252. The trial court found that districts were not sufficiently compact, within a
county, when they were drawn “in a horseshoe manner,” combined northern parts of the
county with southern parts of the county, and “jut[ted]” and “meander[ed]” throughout
the county. ld. at 310-11, 582 S.E.2d at 253. The trial court additionally emphasized that
the challenged districts were “not compact, particularly as compared to the way in which
they might have been drawn as demonstrated by plaintiffs’ [proposed Senate Plan].” Id.
at 311, 582 S.E.2d at 253.

Likewise, in the instant case, SD 41 exhibits these very same traits: the district is a

horseshoe shape, starting in the northern part of the county before meandering along the
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county’s western boundary, at times narrowing dramatically, before jutting down to
capture the county’s southern-most point. SD 41 has the absolute lowest compactness
score of any senate district in the entire plan on the Reock measure. At .19, there is not
another district that comes anywhere close to that number, see Measures of Compactness
6-9, Senate Redistricting Comm.,
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/s69 1maps/S691%204th%20Ed.Combined.pdf, and it
is well below the mean of .42 for all senate districts in the same plan. See Gilkeson Decl.
9 12. The district is also at the bottom of the scale on the Polsby-Popper measure of
compactness, at .13. See Measures of Compactness 6-9, Senate Redistricting Comm.,
http://www.ncleg.net/Sessions/2017/s69 1maps/S691%204th%20Ed.Combined.pdf.

Plaintiffs’ alternative map draws that district in a substantially more compact
manner. Gilkeson Decl. Ex. B. Thus, following the North Carolina Supreme Court’s
straightforward rejection of remedial districts that do just the same, this Court should
reject SD 41 as violating the state constitutional compactness requirement.

E. Partisan Gerrymander Objection Reserved

Plaintiffs contend that both the House and Senate plans are unconstitutional
partisan gerrymanders in violation of the First and Fourteenth Amendments. However, as
noted by the trial court in Harris v. McCrory, at this stage of the proceedings, without
even a limited opportunity for discovery by the parties, the Court does not have the

record before it to resolve this question. See Harris v. McCrory, No. 1:13-cv-949, 2016

42

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-IJEP Document 187 Filed 09/15/17 Paae 45 of 48



U.S. Dist. LEXIS 71853, at *8 (M.D.N.C. June 2, 2016) (‘[I]t does not seem, at this
stage, that the Court can resolve this question based on the record before it.”). Unlike
Plaintiffs’ other objections, which are based on prior findings of fact, and undisputed
facts in the record, addressing whether these districts are partisan gerrymanders requires
more evidence.

Plaintiffs therefore ask this Court to make clear that whatever disposition it makes
with regard to Plaintiffs other objections does not constitute, or imply, a finding that these
maps are not partisan gerrymanders, or foreclose any additional challenges to the 2017
House and Senate plans on those grounds. See id., (“The Court reiterates that the denial
of the plaintiffs' objections does not constitute or imply an endorsement of, or foreclose
any additional challenges to, the Contingent Congressional Plan.”).

V.  CONCLUSION

Plaintiffs respectfully request that this court sustain their objections to Senate
Districts 21, 28 and 41; and House Districts 10, 21, 36, 37, 40, 41, 57, 83, 105 on the
grounds identified herein, and Order the Defendants to conduct the 2018 legislative
elections using their 2017 Senate Districts with the Plaintiffs’ proposed districts in the 1)
Guilford, 2) Mecklenburg and 3) Cumberland county groupings; and their 2017 House
Districts with the Plaintiffs’ proposed districts in the following county groupings: 1)
Guilford, 2) Wake, 3) Mecklenburg, 4) Rowan, Cabarrus, Stanly, and 5) Lee, Harnett,

Johnston, Wayne, Greene, Sampson and Bladen. In the alternative, Plaintiffs request that
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the Court sustain their objections and order a special master to redraw the districts in

these limited county groupings.

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of September, 2017.

POYNER SPRUILL LLP

/s/ Edwin M. Speas, Jr.

Edwin M. Speas, Jr.

N.C. State Bar No. 4112
espeas@poynerspruill.com
Caroline P. Mackie

N.C. State Bar No. 41512
cmackie@poynerspruill.com
P.O. Box 1801 (27602-1801)
301 Fayetteville St., Suite 1900
Raleigh, NC 27601
Telephone: 919-783-6400
Facsimile: 919-783-1075

Counsel for Plaintiffs

By:
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/s/ Anita S. Earls

Anita S. Earls

N.C. State Bar No. 15597
anita@southerncoalition.org
Allison J. Riggs

N.C. State Bar No. 40028
allisonriggs@southerncoalition.org
1415 Highway 54, Suite 101
Durham, NC 27707

Telephone: 919-794-4198
Facsimile: 919-323-3942

Counsel for Plaintiffs
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this date I have electronically filed the foregoing with the
Clerk of Court using the CM/ECF system, which will provide electronic notification of

the same to the following:

Alexander M. Peters
Special Deputy Attorney
General

Office of the Attorney
General

P.O. Box 629

Raleigh, NC 27602
apeters@ncdoj.gov

Counsel for Defendants
State of North Carolina
and State Board of
Elections

This 15th day of September, 2017.

Thomas A. Farr

Phillip J. Strach

Michael D. McKnight

Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak &
Stewart, P.C.

4208 Six Forks Road, Suite 1100
Raleigh, NC 27602
thomas.farr@ogletreedeakins.com
phillip.strach@ogletreedeakins.com
michael.mcknight@ogletreedeakins.com

Counsel for Legislative Defendants

/s/ Anita S. Earls
Anita S. Earls

Counsel for Plaintiffs
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1415 West Highway 54, Suite 101 p. 919.373.3380 SOUTHERN COALITION
Durham, NC 27707 F: 919-323-3942 for SOCIAL JUSTICE

|
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

August 23, 2017

Thomas Farr Alexander Peters

Phillip Strach James Bernier

Michael D. McKnight NC Department of Justice
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, P.C. P. O. Box 629

4208 Six Forks Road, Suite 1100 Raleigh, NC 27602

Raleigh, NC 27609

Senate Committee on Redistricting
House Select Committee on Redistricting
North Carolina General Assembly

16 West Jones Street

Raleigh, NC 27601

Re: 2017 Proposed Remedial Maps — House and Senate
Dear Counsel and Members of the Redistricting Committees,

On behalf of Plaintiffs in Covington v. North Carolina, we write you today to offer
alternative plans for the North Carolina State House and State Senate that remedy the
constitutional violations identified by the three-judge court in Covington and also comply with
the state and federal constitution in all other regards. Additionally, based on our initial analysis,
your proposed plans do not offer an adequate remedy and do not represent appropriate remedies
free from other state and federal constitutional flaws. We would like to take this opportunity to
highlight some of those flaws for you.

Constitutional Flaws in the State House and Senate Remedial Plans

First, it is plain that in several areas of both the House and Senate proposed maps, the
constitutional violations are not cured and, indeed, the racially gerrymandering continues. For
example, proposed Senate District 21 retains the same odd shape as invalidated Senate District
21, with the edges of the protrusion into Cumberland County only slightly smoothed out. Dr.
Hofeller obviously does not need access to racial data to know that if he draws the district in
approximately the same way the racially gerrymandered district was drawn, it would achieve the
same effect—the illegal separation of black from white voters in Cumberland County and the
packing of black voters into the district, thus limiting their political impact.

In the House, we observe the same phenomenon in Guilford County, where House
Districts 57, 58 and 60 are centered right over their locations in the 2011 map—Dr. Hofeller
again does not need access to racial data to know that he if he puts the new district in exactly the
same location as it was in their unconstitutional form, they will have the same effect. Likewise,

Empowering people and communities who change the world

SCSJ is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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while House District 21 is now in only two counties, as opposed to three, it is still very non-
compact and appears to us to be drawn in a way to capture black populations in those two
counties.

We anticipate there may be other examples of this problem that we may determine with
some additional time to review the proposed maps. What is clear is that these districts do not
fully correct the constitutional violations identified by the three-judge panel, whose findings
were unanimously affirmed by the United States Supreme Court. We request that these errors be
remedied immediately and in full. Absent such action, we believe the court will have to draw a
plan itself that fully remedies the violations, as it will not be able to approve these districts as an
appropriate remedy.

Additionally, analyses performed by the Campaign Legal Center (“CLC”) and submitted
to the Committees on August 22, 2017, confirm that these proposed remedial plans are in fact,
grossly unconstitutional partisan gerrymanders. Redistricting plans are unconstitutional where
they treat voters unequally, diluting the electoral influence of one party’s supporters in violation
of the Equal Protection Clause. CLC performed an efficiency gap analysis of the committee’s
proposed plans after the data was releasted late Monday morning (August 21, 2017). The
efficiency gap analysis employed by CLC has: (1) been endorsed by federal courts, see, e.g.,
Whitford v. Gill, 218 F. Supp. 3d 837 (W.D. Wis. Nov. 21, 2016); (2) is a peer-reviewed
methodology, see Eric McGhee, Measuring Efficiency in Redistricting, 16 ELECTION L.J.
(forthcoming 2017), available at https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=30 07401,
and (3) can be used prospectively (and accurately) to predict the efficiency gap in proposed
plans. Compare LWVNC v. Rucho, 1:16-cv-01164, ECF No. 1 at 49 (M.D.N.C. Sept. 22, 2016)
(Complaint) with Plaintiffs’ Response in Opposition to Motion to Dismiss, LWVCNC v. Rucho,
ECF No. 34 at 4 (M.D.N.C. Dec. 19, 2016). The legislature may not remedy constitutional
violations by enacted plans with new constitutional violations.

State Constitutional Flaws in the House Remedial Plan

Our initial analysis also reveals that several areas in the State House proposed remedial
map additionally violate the North Carolina state constitution—both its plain language and as it
has been interpreted by the North Carolina Supreme Court.

First, the configurations of House districts in Wake and Mecklenburg County violate the
state constitutional prohibition on mid-decade redistricting. Article I, Sections 3 and 5 prohibits
the legislature from redrawing districts, once enacted, until after the next decennial census. This
prohibition controls unless a district has been invalidated by a court. House Districts 36, 37, 40
and 41 in Wake County were not declared unconstitutional, and do not touch a district that was
ruled unconstitutional. The same is true for House District 105 in Mecklenburg County. These
districts are modified in the proposed remedial House maps in those counties, but it is not
necessary to alter those districts in order to correct the two districts in Wake County (33 and 38)
and the three districts in Mecklenburg County (99, 102 and 107) that were declared
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unconstitutional. Plaintiffs have demonstrated that with a remedial map introduced at the public
hearing on August 22, 2017. Thus, the proposed Wake and Mecklenburg County House district
configurations violate the state constitution and cannot be enacted or approved by the Covington
court.

Second, Article II, Sections 3(3) and 5(3) state that “[n]o county shall be divided in the
formation of a senate district” and “[n]o county shall be divided in the formation of a
representative district,” respectively. These prohibitions are collectively referred to as state’s
Whole County Provision [WCP]. At least two areas in the House map violate the North Carolina
Supreme Court’s interpretation of the WCP.

In 2002, the North Carolina Supreme Court explained how the legislature should draw
state legislative districts to comply with the WCP. Stephenson v. Bartlett, 355 N.C. 354, 383-84,
562 S.E.2d 377, 396-97 (N.C. 2002) (“Stephenson I’). First, the Court noted the “long-standing
tradition of respecting county lines during the redistricting process in this State,” 355 N.C. at
366, 562 S.E.2d at 386. The Court went on to establish nine criteria for validly-constructed state
legislative redistricting. Three of the criteria are particularly relevant here:

e When two or more non-VRA legislative districts may be created
within a single county...single-member non-VRA districts shall be
formed within said county. Such non-VRA districts shall be
compact and shall not traverse the exterior geographic boundary of
any such county.

e [...] Within any [] contiguous multi-county grouping, compact
districts shall be formed, consistent with the at or within plus or
minus five percent standard, whose boundary lines do not cross or
traverse the “exterior” line of the multi-county grouping; provided,
however, that the resulting interior county lines created by any
such groupings may be crossed or traversed in the creation of
districts within said multi-county grouping but only to the extent
necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus five
percent “one-person, one-vote” standard.”

e The intent underlying the WCP must be enforced to the maximum
extent possible; thus, only the smallest number of counties
necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus five
percent “one-person, one-vote” standard shall be combined.

355 N.C. at 383-84, 562 S.E.2d at 397.
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In 2007, the Supreme Court further explained these rules in application when examining
how a state house district in Pender County was drawn. Pender County v. Bartlett, 361 N.C.
491, 649 S.E.2d 364 (N.C. 2007). There, at that time, Pender County did not have the population
to warrant an entire state house district, and New Hanover County had the population to warrant
more than two state house districts, but not three. 361 N.C. at 494, 649 S.E.2d at 366. The two
counties grouped together were assigned three state house districts. 1d. The legislature drew a
house district between Pender and New Hanover counties that did not keep either county whole
(House District 18). 1d. Because there was not Voting Rights Act justification for this drawing
of House District 18, the Court held that the state was required to perfectly comply with the
WCP, and that configuration of the district did not do so because it did not keep Pender County
whole. 361 N.C. at 507, 649 S.E.2d at 374. Instead, the Court said ““a voting district that
includes Pender County must add population across a county line, but only to the extent
necessary to comply with the at or within plus or minus five percent ‘one-person, one-vote’
standard.” 361 N.C. at 509, 649 S.E.2d at 376 (internal quotations omitted).

In Cabarrus County, the house district configuration plainly violates the Stephenson |
criteria. That county has the population to justify more than two non-VRA districts. As such,
two whole districts must be drawn in the county, with only enough population in a neighboring
county added to the remainder of the Cabarrus County population to bring it to within plus or
minus five percent of the ideal district population. What the proposed map does instead is draw
only one district, House District 82, in Cabarrus, and then two additional districts are drawn in
the county, but neither is contained wholly within the county. Specifically, HD 83 traverses the
county line to include a portion of Rowan County with Cabarrus County, when it is possible to
draw both HD 82 and HD 83 entirely within Cabarrus County. Even though doing so does create
a traverse elsewhere in the county grouping, the failure to draw two districts entirely within
Cabarrus County, even though the overall number of county traverses is unchanged, violates the
Supreme Court’s instructions from Stephenson | on maximum compliance with the WCP. Our
version of this cluster keeps two counties wholly within Cabarrus County and does not increase
the number of traverses when compared to your version of the cluster. As such, this portion of
your proposed remedial House map is unconstitutional.

Likewise, the configuration of House District 10 also does not comply with the North
Carolina Supreme Court’s instructions from Stephenson I. House District 10 is at one end of a
seven-county cluster. Greene County, where that district is based in the proposed remedial plan,
does not have enough population to support a House District on its own. Enough population
could be added from the adjacent and larger county, Wayne County, to satisfy the equal
population requirement with only one county traverse. That construction would be consistent
with the state constitutional commands as defined by the North Carolina Supreme Court and as
Dr. Hofeller, the state’s mapdrawer, explained in sworn testimony. See Stephenson I, 355 N.C.
at 384, 562 S.E.2d at 397 (“only the smallest number of counties necessary to comply with the at
or within plus or minus five percent “one-person, one-vote” standard shall be combined); see
also, Hofeller Testimony, Covington Trial Tr. Vol V, at 10:18-23 (Apr. 15, 2016) (“Also, if you
have, for instance, a two-county group, the smaller county with the smallest population should be
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left intact, and the larger county should make up the share that the smaller county needs to bring
it to the proper population.”). Instead of simply adding the population from Wayne County
necessary to bring a Greene County-based district up to within plus or minus five percent of the
ideal population, House District 10 traverses two counties—Wayne County and then stretches
into Johnston County. This configuration is not permissible under the state constitution if it is
possible to construct HD 10 comprised of only Greene and Wayne, which it is. Our version of
the this county grouping has the same number of total county traverses, but constructs the Greene
County-based district (House District 21 in our plan) as instructed by the North Carolina
Supreme Court: adding population from a neighboring county to a county too small to warrant its
own House district, but only adding as much as necessary from one neighboring county as
necessary to achieve acceptable population in the district. Thus, this portion of your proposed
remedial House map is also unconstitutional.

Plaintiffs’ Alternative Map

Plaintiffs have developed alternative maps for House and Senate that correct the
unconstitutional racially gerrymandered districts identified by the three-judge court, do not
constitute unconstitutional partisan gerrymanders, and fully comply with the North Carolina state
constitution.

We can immediately provide the block assignment files for these plans to counsel and
chairs of the redistricting committees, and any other individuals you to whom you request that
we send the files.

If you have any questions about these proposed alternative plans, please do not hesitate to
contact us.

Sincerely,

/s/ Anita S. Earls

Anita S. Earls

Allison J. Riggs

Emily S. Seawell

Southern Coalition for Social Justice

Edwin M. Speas
Caroline Mackie
Poyner Spruill, LLP
John W. O’Hale

Counsel for Plaintiffs
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Jul 26 2017 2:41PM

Jul 26 2017 2:54PM

Jul 26 2017 2:58PM

Jul 26 2017 3:10PM

Jul 26 2017 3:22PM

Jul 26 2017 3:34PM

Jul 26 2017 4:05PM
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Jul 26 2017 4:50PM
Jul 26 2017 4:55PM

Jul 26 2017 5:10PM

Jul 26 2017 5:11PM

Jul 26 2017 5:11PM
Jul 26 2017 5:16PM

Name
Dr. Mark Snyder

Jennifer Kelley

Mr. Erik Olson

Mr. Tim Peck

Mr. Muhammad
Hutasuhut

Mrs. Laura Marsh

Mr. Sean McNeal

Mr. Wilson Crawford

Mrs. Mary Crews

Ms. Judi Bastion
James Gore

Ms. Jane Peppler

Mr. Geoffrey Wilson

Frances Lockwood
Christopher Jaun

Legislative Redistricting Public Comments (2017)

Comments

I strongly encourage the North Carolina General Assembly to adopt
new maps that are fair and open, that avoid racial or partisan
gerrymandering, and that allow voters to pick their political
representatives, not the other way around.

I urge the N.C. General Assembly to support a redistricting process
that fnllnwe thnee Aliidina nrincinlec
I urge you to form an independent commission to lead North Carolina's

redistricting. The members of an independent commission should be
chosen by both democrats and republicans. This is the only way new
district maps will ever be seen as fair and legitimate.

I can remember when redistricting was in the hands of the Democrats
who used it to their advantage. Now the Republicans are using it for
theirs. Leaving it in the hands of the people who will benefit from it as
opposed to the voters who seem to get screwed by it seems
undemocratic and unamerican. Can we please leave the redistricting
up to an independent but mutually agreed upon process?

Republicans should identify any vulnerable districts and redraw maps
to strengthen them for partisan advantage.

Let's re-district not on the basis of race, I beg of you. Let's remove
any doubt of racial selectivity. Many thanks. Best regards,

Muhammad Hutasuhut
The NCGA must stop creating racially gerrymandered, partisan districts

in North Carolina. As a taxpayer, I support the immediate formation of
a bipartisan commission to draw all future electoral districts in this

state. Make this issue a prioritv. nlease.
Redistricting is supposed to reflect changes in population and ensure

that everyone is fairly represented.

But politicians draw districts to give themselves or their party an unfair
advantage. It doesn't matter "who did it first" or who will do it again. It
needs to stop.

The NCGA needs to put aside petty, childish bickering and institute true
independent redistricting. End the sill practice of gerrymandering.

Thnvala ina lhAabbaw ba A blamn b A mvAamAa-

North Carolinians have endured redistricting long enough. I favor
district maps that are:

1) Fair and open and avoid racial or partisan gerrymandering
2) Allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other
way around.

Many candidates end up running unopposed under this oppressive
system such as Senator Berger & Speaker Moore. Look where their
partisan agenda has taken North Carolina. They remain in office
because they run unopposed due to redistricting.

I urge the N.C. General Assembly to support a redistricting process
that follows the guiding principles I listed above. Thank you .

We need nonpartisan redistricting. North Carolina deserves fair voting
maps & fair elections!

Please devise a non-partisan method that is fair to all voters.

I believe the districts should be drawn by an independent third party
for the need of nonpartisanship.

I'm very upset, VERY upset, that you are dragging your feet on this. I
know it is a strategy, to slow down the redrawing to minimize any
chance for fairness in time for the 2018 elections. I'm VERY upset that
the same people are in charge of this redistricting as drew the racist
gerrymandered districts struck down WAY BACK IN JUNE by the
Supreme Court. North Carolina clearly needs a non-partisan
independent redistricting committee. It's been proven that neither
Republicans nor Democrats can be trusted to draw fair districts.
Democracy requires that we trust the process. The process as it stands
now is corrupt and rigged. Get some independent experts to do this
work and do it fast. November is WAY TOO LATE. Do it NOW as the
Supreme Court demanded.

Please do not gerrymander the state as was done in 2010. It results in
wide-scale disenfranchisement and undermines our democracy
profoundly.

Please no more 'efficiency gaps' caused by concentrating Democratic
vnterc in nverwhelmina mainritv dictricte
Districts must be drawn in a fair and balanced manner.

We want fair, nonpartisan districts! Competition is good for our state.
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Ms. Michelle Ricker

Mrs. Kim Gramlisch

Andrea Nenque

Ms. Patricia Sheppard

Allister Snyder

Mr. John Blair
Mr. Perry McCorkle

Dr. Timothy Lindeman
Ms. Margaret Silvers

Mr. Joel Bartley

Mr. Colin Johnson

Peri Alletto

Scott McMennamy

Ms. Gayle Ruedi

Mr. Robert McCurdy
Dr. Jean Fromson

Peggy McLeod

Ron Gramlisch
Mr. Mark Nippert

Mrs. Martha Spencer

Ms. Rebecca Marks

Mr. Larry Hannon

NC Citizens deserve fair, and equitable redistricting. If the only way 1
political side can win, is to illegally grab districts to advance their
agenda, then we don't have a democracy!! We are better than this as
a country. Please do the right thing, and represent and draw the
redistricting lines so that they are fair, and balanced, and equal. Make
every citizen's vote have equal weight. That is the great country we
have always been.

Thank you,

MirhAllAa DiclzAv

Nonpartisan redistricting is the only way to put power in the hands of
the people. Make it nonpartisan now!

I would like a bipartisan group drawing the districts. I am so tired of
not having equal representation. I don't care who did what to whom
for the past 100 years. I want a fair system now, today.

It is disgraceful that our state, with numbers more like 50-50
dem/GOP, is run by all GOP now. This has been a disaster for our
schools, our environment and our health care system. I don't want it
100 percent dem either. Why can't we set a good example for once for
our divided country that both sides can work together for the good of

ES A N PN )

If our legislators cannot be trusted to defend the constitutional rights
of every NC citizen equally, without regard to their political registration,
then they are unfit to hold public office.

The millions of tax dollars spent legally defending the immoral and
unethical power grabs of the ruling party could have improved our
schools and roads, and many other things for our once proud state.

I pray that you will actually read the Bible you so loudly thump, read
the constitution that you falsely claim to defend, and have a crisis of
conscience that requires you to finally do what is right and fair to every
North Carolinian, and not just your rich donors and lobbyists.

For love of state, country and our democracy, please find the wisdom
and courage to redraw district lines, not on race or politics, but on
what would be best for the good citizens of our great state of North
Carolina.

Stop the gerrymandering.

I would ask that the NCGA follow these guidlines during the
redistricting process to draw fair maps, that represent the factual racial
makeup of NC state.

That the redistricting process and deliberations be fair and open;
avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

Thhmwl, von

Please mélke voting maps free from partisan politics.

I believe that voting districts should be drawn by a non-partisan,
impartial committee in order to create a fair voting environment across

the state.
No partisan gerrymandering! Use computers to make sure neither

party has wasted votes!

Competitive elections are the way democracy is supposed to work. In
order to ensure that elected officials represent the interests of the
North Carolina public, district maps need to be drawn fairly by a non-
partisan third partv.

Please allow a non partisan commission to write fair lines based upon

actual demographics and non partisan looking to the future of our

areat state .
it's insane to me that we even have to ask for a fair and unbiased way

to draw districts... lay a grid over the state... party should have no roll

in drawina lines...
One person, one vote. It's time the legislature "get with the program"

of Democracy. Unfortunately, many in our legislature don't have a clue
what Democracv is.

Voting maps should be drawn free from partisan politics.

The state of NC needs an independent non-political commission to

redraw districts without regard to party affiliation of constituents.
We deserve voting maps that are drawn free from partisan politics!

Peggy McLeod
Weaverville, NC

Leave politics and race out of it. Be fair. Let the voters choose their
Representatives.

Do you believe in representative democracy? Then work for accurate
representation.

Voting maps should be completely non-partisan! I support redrawing
all districts to be free from partisan politics. Thank you.

It's time to fix this unfair voting districts and create districts that are
not based on partisanship, that account for natural grouping (cities,
etc.), that reflect the community. We need a non-partisan team to

address this issue NOW.
The citizens of NC have been unfairly represented for years. Please pur

and end to Gerrymandering and draw up fair and impartial districts.
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Don Andrews

Ms. Marilyn Whitney
Dr. Wendy Wieber

Christine Arvidson

Gail Ferri

Mrs. Wanda Hanacek
Mr. Lawrence East

Mrs. Michaela
Haugabook

Sarah Larson

Joe Gates

Kathleen Wheeless

Mrs. Nancie Ligon

Ms. Bernadette Beaupre

Ms. Betty Byron

Ruby Todd

Greg Ring

Dr. Charles Coble

Ms. Jacqueline Abell

James Huggins

Please bring an end to redistricting as a means to gain advantage over
one party or another. It is wrong and undemocratic. I am no
statistician but I do understand there are fair and non-partisan
methods to create districts that represent any particular region.
Creating fair and impartial districts is the only way to allow voters to be
properly represented and to put and end to party partisanship. Frankly,
I wish we did not have parties at all. Political parties have become the

hana Af Aalir Araat natinn

I want fair voting maps. No gerrymandering. Thank you

Please move forward with non-partisan redistricting. Each party abused
the system when in power. Let's make sure our elected officials
actually do represent us. If that were true now, both locally and
nationally, I believe we would have a stronger country.

Thank you for your consideration,

\AMands \Niahar
It is long past time to remedy our redistricting process. We all know

this. Please do your jobs and fix redistricting. The arguments that one
side did it so now you should, too, simply don't wash any more. Get it

done!
It is very important for the health of this state and nation that the

citizens feel they have an equal opportunity to have their vote count as
much as any other citizen. We are currently divided emotionally due to
partisan rhetoric which has been enabled by voting districts that are no
longer competitive nor contested. We do not want to be victims of
either Republican or Democratic shenanigans, which have become
intense due to computer accuracy in dividing neighborhoods and
communities. We demand logical districts that adhere to basic
community and or county shapes. We demand that these districts be
drawn by non partisan methods and people.

I would | like voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.

I speak for myself as well as my fellow voters that we deserve fair
elections in our state and the first step in that direction is to redraw

the leaislative districts in a fair and nonpar
We want fair voting maps!

As a concerned citizen in NC, I think it is imperative that we end
gerrymandering. This is a none partisan issue and we deserve fair
voting maps and fair elections!

I am tired of Republican's and Democrats waging a political game to
win a battle only to see the other win the next battle. Gerrymandering
on any basis should never have ever been allowed. It's fundamentally
wrong! How about doing something that benefits ALL North
Carnliniang.

Everyone knows that each party is guilty of redrawing voting maps in

their party's favor. PLEASE...do the right thing and change this crazy
practice so that districts are drawn logically and remain logically drawn
so that the people's wishes are carried out...NOT skewed according to
the party in power's ability to mess with the democratic process.

Bring logic and justice back to our elections!!

It is time to stop the gerrymandering in North Carolina and allow the
voters to elect officials regardless of race. Take race out of politics

once and for all and let all votes be eaual.
Please redraw logically districts, Why not use zip codes,so

contiguous areas are only considered

Please ensure our voting rights as citizen of NC. Fair voting districts are
the right thing for Americans.

I believe that a NON-PARTISAN committee is required for redistricting
because prior attempts have done nothing but be drawn for the
advantage of the Republican Party!

I distrust such a dishonest, and bias team choosing the correct
districts, and not think that they should be given the responsibility to

rhnnee an HONFST redictrictina areac
Non partisan maps must b drawn to ensure NC voters are represented

fairly

Democracy in North Carolina is what we the people want - and if this is
a threat to your longevity in the NC General Assembly, then find ways
to serve the people, not just your donors and maybe we will re-elect
vou in snite of the districts beina drawn fairlv!

I expect that state lawmakers will draw voting maps that are free from

partisan politics!

As they begin the early stages in the process of redrawing

unconstitutional legislative districts, North Carolina's House and Senate
nead tn FNN PARTTGAN (GFRRYMANDFRTNG NOW!I
I support a process for drawing political district maps that is:

- fair and open

- avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering

- allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

Thanl vnn

Page 3 of 381

case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-JEP Document 187-? Filed 09/15/17 Paae 4 of 382



57

58

59

60
61

62

63

64
65

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75
76

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017
Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017
Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017

Jul 26 2017
Jul 26 2017

6:37PM

6:38PM

6:42PM

6:45PM
6:47PM

6:49PM

6:50PM

6:51PM
6:51PM

6:52PM

6:53PM

6:54PM

6:55PM

6:57PM

6:58PM

6:58PM

7:00PM

7:01PM

7:02PM
7:03PM

Ms. Ellie Richard

Pat Clark

Mr. John Southworth

James Marsh
Ms. EVA RAND

Ms. Barrie Conger
Dr. Wayne Lunsford

Mrs. Nancy Geimer
Mr. James Seramba

Ms. Connie Nicholson

Ms. Mary Goodkind

Mrs. Lorraine Werts

Mr. Thomas Liebtag

Emilee Hendrix

Mr. Wiliam Satterwhite

Ms. Carolyn Hackney

Mr. Derrick Gordon

Ms. Julia Latham

Ms. Peggy Arcari
Mrs. Sylvia Horvath

Fair and unbiased, no racial disenfranchisement, or silencing of the
voices of The People through partisan lines. There are "elected" State
senators and legislators who have not been legitimately elected-we
know this.

The People of North Carolina have lost faith in our elected legislators
and the voting process. If you are not fair and unbiased as you draw
the new maps you should brace yourselves for some serious blowback.
And I do believe that you would like to get re-elected, yes?

I am a new voter to NC, and would really like to see you draw voting
district maps that are not partisan, and where the geography makes
some sense. Why not have a non-partisan commission develop a

district plan? You are wasting too much time fighting in the courts over
this issiie.
The only patriotic thing is to enact HB200. Any other position is an act

of treason and political cowardice.

I want voting maps drawn free of partisan politics

Please put an end to gerrymandering. Redraw the district maps to
make them fair.

I think redistricting needs to be done in a completely non-partisan way.

Please stop gerrymandering. We need voting maps that are drawn free
from partisan politics.
Please be fair with redistricting and eliminate the gerrymandering!

Districts should be formed based on logic not political considerations

One person one vote must be the rule in NC. In order to achieve this
fairly, districts need to be drawn in a non-partisan manner, it is
appalling that half of the people in NC are not represented in
government due to gerrymandered districts. I pay taxes, why does my

vote not conint?
A non-partisan redistricting commission is the only real solution to

gerrymandering. Voters deserve to be represented and that requires
fairly drawn voting districts. As a voter, I strongly urge you to set up a

non-partisan redistricting commission to fix our broken democracy in
North Carolina.
Gerrymandering is wrong no matter what party is in control. Voter

districts should be drawn in a fair and bipartisan manner and remain
that way. North Carolina has 28 districts that were deemed
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court as they were drawn on racial
lines. Make this right. You people owe that to the constituents who live
in this state. Do not sell out once again by allowing correct individuals
to draw our maps. We will continue to fight if this insanity continues.

Dannla muar navrhsl

North Carolina's voting districts are grossly unfair due to both racial
and partisan gerrymandering. Republicans and democrats have
practiced gerrymandering to protect their power and to rig elections.
Gerrymandering is CHEATING, plain and simple. It STEALS the power
of the ballot from citizens, it empowers government to override our self
determination, vastly reduces the number of competitive elections,
intrudes on our liberty and ignores our right to choose who will
represent us. Unfair districts allow some incumbents to ignore
constituents who disagree with them, and destroys the legislative
compromise upon which a vibrant democracy depends.. As a result,
most of our votes simply do to matter, either because there is no way
an opposition candidate could win, or because our votes simply add to
an already overwhelming majority. This intolerable abuse of power
violates the values of all Americans, and it is undermining our precious
democracy.

We need a process to establish voting districts that is independent of
political parties, fair, and answerable to the citizens. There are several
models avaialble, but I suggest that either the process established in
Iowa or California would be appropriate.

An even better approach would be to use ranked choice voting with
proportional representation as recommended by FairVote,

The redistricting for North Chatham county put us in a huge district, all
for Republican gain! Give us back our smaller district and move the
process to a non partisan body. Neither party should be involved in the
settina un of statewide districts. EVER.

Do the right thing. A non-partisan, even-handed redistricting that

retains geographic boundaries as much as possible. There are plenty
of examples available in the public arena. Don't screw this up.

Evervone deserves a meaninaful chance to vote.
Citizens of North Carolina deserve honest representation, not based on

partisan redistricting. Repugnant gerrymandering has destroyed our

democracyv. It's time for aerrvmanderina to end.
Partisan gerrymandering of political districts is dishonest, immoral, and

totally disgusting. What ever happened to the basic American value of

this democracv of one-man-one-vote.
I am so encouraged that this effort is taking place. Please do not abuse

my trust in you. To have the greatest likelihood of ensuring a map that
is not tainted by racial considerations, I strongly encourage the GA to
form a bi-partisan, independent volunteer commission to draw our
redistricting lines. In the alternative, if not permissible, a bipartisan
committee of lawmakers would begin to improve our current situation.
Our state will never get over its gridlock and offer meaningful elections
until a drastic step away from partisanship is taken.

I support voting maps drawn free of partisan politics.
It's time to fairly represent the people of this state with nonpartisan
redistricting.
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Ms. Hope McLean

Everett Baucom

Mrs. Mary Farmer

Mr. James Grady
Dr. John Wrenn

Mrs. Audra Killingsworth

Mrs. Vicki Thompson

Mrs. Jane Maupin

Ms. Frances Thompson

Ms. Carter Worthy

Ms. barbara bleiweis

Mr. Edward Law

Ms. Connie Lazenby

Sarah Linn

Donna Drinnen

Mr. Hervey Mclver

Lawrence Heyl

I urge you to set up a process which ensures that voting districts are
created on a non-partisan basis. Each vote should count equally and

districts should not be set bv political parties.
Fairness in voting is the heart of democracy. Both parties have

disregarded fairness in redistricting. It's time to correct this practice
and get back on track to a truly representative democracy. Please
implement a nonpartisan, fair redistricting system. Thanks you.

Ii want to put forth my request for the appointment of a non partisan
commission to carry out the court order for redrawing the lines.

Enact Non-Partisan Redistricting.

It is time for North Carolina to have an independent redistricting
commission to bring fairness back to the North Carolina voters. Our
current system disenfranchised thousands of voters and prevents a

truly representative government in our state. I want my vote to have
a chance of colntina for somethina.
I support independent redistricting- completely taking politics out of

the drawing of all lines. If you truly want the will of the people, then
allow a computer to evenly split the districts to provide a true

understandina of what "we the peoble " want when we vote.
Legislative redistricting should be done by an independent body so

neither republicans nor democrats have undue influence. Let the
districts reflect population regardless of political affiliation, race,
reliagion. etc. Make them honest renresentations!

I want a non-partisan group to redraw the voter districts. We do not

need some outside group from Virginia coming in to redraw our voter
districts. If non-partisan people can not be found then the districts
should be drawn by an equally balanced, bi-partisan, North Carolina

group. I believe that this delay is motivated by hopes to confuse voters
and hlnrk lnrcal re-electinne
Please draw maps that are competitive and fair.

Voters should choose their representatives, not the other way around.
It's a total abuse of power and a corruption of honest democracy to
draw the maps with "surgical precision" for optimum partison
advantage. Everyone says the Democrats were just as bad as the
Republicans are now. And it is true that the Democrats manipulated
the districts for partison advantage, no doubt. But new technology and
uber-partisanship by the Republican ruling class, has taken this
process to an obscene level. We need independent redistricting. It's
the ONLY way to bridge across the extreme polarization that partisan
gerrymandering has wrought. Thank you.

Districts should be apportioned primarily on population ( one person
one vote) Districts should be single member,compact, convenient,
contiguous and reflect communities of interest.Districts should provide
for partisan fairness,preservation and protection of communities of
interest, respect boundaries of municipalities and counties, Districts
should explicitly REJECT: protection of incumbents and should NOT use
addresses of incumbents or poltical affiliation of registered voters or
other partisan data. Redistricting should be vested in an independent
commissions with membership that reflects the diversity of the unit of
government, including citizens at large, representatives of public
interest groups, and members of minority groups.

Redistricting should be free of politics and the districts should be
redrawn to reflect a fair representation of the district. The people of
North Carolina should be able to decide whom should represent them,
not have the politicians make that decision. I am in District 11 and the

word is that it is so slanted that no one has a chance to defeat Mark
Meadnwe that ic i1iet nnt rinht
I demand fair and nonpartisan re districting. Fair, as in not racially or

class motivated. The current legislation is an illegally elected body, as

determined bv the US Supreme Court!!
I am an active voter. I want our maps drawn in a nonpartisan (and

certainly not racist) fashion. We would all benefit by having legislators
elected in competitive districts.

It is not encouraging to see that the same consultant who helped with
the lact manc ic inunlved anain At tavnaver aynence
Nonpartisan redistricting is essential for effective governance that

represents all constituents. The tides turn and this will be an issue for

evervone eventuallv.

North Carolina is a diverse state with a wide range of political
attitudes. I encourage the redistricting process throughout the state
and for both house and Senate to strive for a politically balanced
population in the districts. EVERY DISTRICT SHOULD BE COMPETITIVE
TN THF GFNFRAI FI FCTTON not st the nrimaries

Please draw districts that are not skewed toward one party or the

other.
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Kevin Baas

Mr. William Garrard

Ms. Margaret Anderson

Ms. Molly Mullin

Dr. James Umbanhowar

Gregory Kennington

Ms. Vickie Atkinson

Ms. Linda Smathers

Mrs. Judith Weigner

Ms. Karen Kaser-Odor

Mr. Brendan Dillon

Mrs. Devon Newton

Mrs. Cama C. Merritt

Mr. John Herron
Mrs. Hazel Poolos
Ms. Melanie Mercer
Mr. Ryan Williams

Beth Jezek

Ms. Betty L Shotton

Ms. Judith Miller

I am the software developer behind the free and open-source software
"Autoredistrict”, and I offer my software AND my services free of
charge.

I can evaluate any proposed map for partisan fairness using any
measure ever proposed, as well as how well it fits traditional
redistricting criteria. I can also generate optimally fair districts based
on any criteria using academically established optimization techniques.
I can also use the same method to "tweak" any proposed plan. I am
also happy to show anyone how to use Autoredistrict to do any and all
of these things, for free.

At your service,

Please don't draw the lines on a partisan basis and give voters in every
district a real chance to have an alternative. Please don't divide up out
city as we need one congressional representative for our whole city so

we can aet them to focus on our needs.
For once try to draw the maps halfway fairly, to represent the people.

Reel in this partisan madness.

I fully support redrawing the voting districts along non-partisan lines.
Districts that are compact and concurrent make common sense, not
ones that are skewed to deny one party adequate representation.

Please heed the advice of Judge Tom Ross’ panel and give NC voters a
real choice for the next election.
Fair districts are fundamental to a functioning representative

democracy. While there is a long tradition of gerrymandering, both for
partisan and racially discriminatory reasons, I would hope that you can
rise above this unfortunate history to craft districts that meet the
original intent: compact, contiguous and representative of already
existing communities. I beg you to do this as democracy in this state
is failing due to the inability of the assembly to create legal and

ranracantativia Aictricrte

Please bring democracy back to North Carolina. Please use a non-
partisan standard for drawing district maps such as the Gill v. Whitford

"efficiencv aap".
Redistricting should be done fairly. This means that voters should

choose their representatives instead of politicians choosing their
voters. No gerrymandering should be done racially or based on political

Party. Too much time and money have already been expended on the
1infair mans that were drawn
An independent, non-partisan committee should be appointed to

redraw the NC voting maps so we can have fair elections which we

deserve.
Please get back to having fair redistricting so our voting can truly

represent us.

A free democratic state has nonpartisan voting districts. I urge you to
draw district maps based on equalizing population representation not
partisan politics.

When district lines are drawn in such a way that 50% of the voters

have up to 75% of the representation, it violates the spirit and purpose
of our republic. Political affiliation should have no bearing on the

redistrictina nrocess.
I would ask that fair districts be drawn by a non-partisan, third party.

Or have Republicans and Democrats draw maps, and have a third
party pick which one they think is the most fair. That way, each group
will make an earnest effort at fairness. We need to get rid of
gerrymandered districts. We currently live in an apartheid system,
where the Republicans are disproportionally represented, when
weighed against actual numbers of votes. It makes for radical policies
and discourages bipartisanship.

I find previous NCGA efforts shameful and disgraceful. NC Republicans
have acted without integrity and honor. All I see is a bunch of racists,
bigots, and xenophobes. You are definitely not acting like the

Please find a way to give us nonpartisan redistricting. Please no more
gerrymandering.
quit lying
I want nonpartisan redistricting.
End partisan gerrymandering
Please move to a system where an independent, non-partisan group of

people draws our leqgislative districts.

Use the Iowa model for redistricting.

"Iowa's redistricting system is nonpartisan, an arrangement that
protects the minority party. ... Instead of drawing lines that favor a
single political party, the Iowa mapmakers abide by nonpartisan

metrics that all sides aaree are fair "
Today's computer aided, algorithmic gerrymandering has resulted in

voting districts in North Carolina that pretty much insure republican
representatives, even when democrats have a popular vote advantage.
That is wrong. This dilutes the fair playing field that is a foundation of
a free election system and underpins our democracy. Forget the past
and who did what; that is childish conversation of blame.

North Carolinians deserve a non-partisan board to address re-
districting to ensure a fair and non partisan process.

No gerrymandering...districts should be drawn without regard to
politics. Stop this nonsense and have fair elections.
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114 Jul 26 2017 8:12PM Ms. Allegra Jordan I want non-partisan voting districts. KEEP POLITICS OUT and most
certainly race unlike last time. I read that the NC GOP is bringing back
Tom Hofeller who gave us the last unconstitutional maps. I am
horrified at the maps drawn by the NC GOP - as were Republican
Federal judges. Shame on Tom and those who supported the travesty
REPUBLICANS called the worst since reconstruction. I used to vote
Republican as did my husband. the NC GOP's horror show sure
changed that. NON-PARTISAN VOTING DISTRICTS.

115 Jul 26 2017 8:14PM Susan Presson we need fair voting districts. Please have an independent group make
voting districts.
116 Jul 26 2017 8:14PM Dr. Samuel Anderson Please make sure that the new maps are constitutionally drawn and

empower democratic debate and compromise in our state. Having
maps free from partisan politics and gerrymandering is the most
important issue facing North Carolina right now, and I'll be following
the redistricting process closely. Thank you and good luck.

117 Jul 26 2017 8:17PM Mr. Eric Marsh The days of the majority party drawing voting districts needs to come
to an end. The voters are better served by a process using
independently drawn districts. They have been able to do that in Iowa.
I cannot believe that we are less intelligent than the people of Iowa.

118 Jul 26 2017 8:19PM Mr. John Hartwell Please give us fair electoral districts, free from partisan politics. The
current districts, some of which even split precincts, are difficult to
understand, and expensive to administer. Worse, they are designed to
render some votes ineffectual, in violation of the basic tenants of
democratic government. Enough! Please do it right this time!

119 Jul 26 2017 8:20PM Mr. Donald Williamson  We need fair redistricting without political bias. The current partisan
districting in NC is unfair to our voters.
120 Jul 26 2017 8:20PM Dr. Willard Cottrell Can a republican win a fair election? A rhetorical question, itis. Thus

far, these last six years have been bad for the state. That shows us,
republicans who win fixed elections also are incapable of governing.
But. vou alreadv knew that. hence illeaal elections.

121 Jul 26 2017 8:22PM Gina Kentopp Gerrymandering is wrong and immoral. I want maps drawn that are
free of partisan politics on both sides.

122 Jul 26 2017 8:22PM Ms. Dona Koeberl District should be contiguous, by entire city, county areas.

123 Jul 26 2017 8:22PM Mrs. Evelyn Morehead  The citizens of our once admirable state deserve FAIR elections. Make
gerrymandering a thing of the past.

124 Jul 26 2017 8:23PM Ms. Kimberly Warren I support a process for drawing our NC legislative maps by an

independent, non-partisan commission.

Districts are supposed to make sure that everyone is fairly represented,
and that their vote counts. Having whichever party is predominant at
the moment carve districts to serve their own advantage undercuts
both fairness and our faith in the democratic process.

Other states have successfully adopted a non-partisan approach.

North Carolina can, too. Whether the gerrymandering is done out of
racial or partisan bias, it should have no place in our districting
process.

Thank you for considering a non-partisan method for redistricting.

125 Jul 26 2017 8:23PM Dr. Maria Salgado Voting districts have to be geographical and non-political. We need
maps that are drawn independent of partisan politics.
126 Jul 26 2017 8:23PM Dr. Wendy Greene Please draw districts such that each person's vote counts! If 60% of

the folks vote for Republicans than roughly 60% of the representatives
should be Republican. I know folks argue that each group in power
draws the line to their advantage, but the fact that everyone does it,
does not make it the right thing to do. We all learned this as
teenagers! Please respect the voters and the vote. I fear that
continued partisan districts will lead to a revolt and a breakdown of our
government and consequently of our society.

127 Jul 26 2017 8:26PM Mrs. Debbie Kimrey I'm beginning to lose faith our political system all together. Stacking
the deck is no win, it's cheating!
128 Jul 26 2017 8:31PM Ms. Kathleen Riordan As a Citizen of North Carolina I

want voting districts to be drawn fairly without regards to favoring any
political partv. Thank vou.

129 Jul 26 2017 8:31PM Ms. Jo Ann Jellison Please redistrict NC so that voting is fair. End the existence of
manipulating voting districts for the benefit of any political party.
130 Jul 26 2017 8:32PM Mrs. Helen Bell It is time for full non-partisan districting/ redistricting in the state of

NC. Both parties have abused the districting process, jerking voters
around and manipulating our votes so they do as a particular party
wants. Not only does this negate the public voice, but it also cuts
deeply into the public's confidence in our government. We must have
non-partisan districting now for the good of all in our state.

131 Jul 26 2017 8:36PM Mrs. Joyce Harvey Draw fair voting districts.

132 Jul 26 2017 8:37PM Ms. Temple Halsey No party is in power forever. A nonpartisan commission should be set
up to divide the state into equitable divisions. A constitutional
amendment should come before the legislature and the voters
outlining such a commission to be formed after each 10 year census.

133 Jul 26 2017 8:38PM Laura Ford Please take this opportunity to give citizens districts free of partisan
politics. Take the high road on this!

134 Jul 26 2017 8:38PM Dr. Liz Bolton Please create fair voting maps, ideally using computer/statistical
algorithms rather than partisan politics.

135 Jul 26 2017 8:38PM Ms. Karen Smith I strongly believe US and State congressional districts should be drawn

by an independent, non-partisan body to avoid either party being able
to unfairly gerrymander districts to disadvantage voters of the
opposing party. It's contributing to the extreme partisanship in our
civil discourse and loss of the ability to COMPROMISE!!
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Dr. Frank Lorch

Dr. Karen Clark-Keys

Mr. Tony Voiers

Garry Vogelpohl

Mr. Gary Clontz

Mrs. Hattie Hair

Janice Alexander

Dr. Gavin Dillard
Mrs. Robin Blackburn

Mr. William Hollar

Dr. Heide Coppotelli

Mrs. Elizabeth Voiers

Ms. Teresa Frohock

David Forman

Beverly Dugan

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics. The people
should select their legislators, not the other way around!

My comment is regarding redistricting.

I appeal to you to please utilize the most non-partisan, scientifically
fair and balanced methodology to re-draw our states voting districts.
The voting districts must be such that there is no favor or preference
given to any party over another. This creates the framework for the
exercise of our constitutional process of equal, safe, private and fair

vntinna far all

Dear General Assembly, As you start the process of drawing up new
legislative districts, I urge you to do so in a way that is free from
partisan politics. Back in August a group of former federal judges
conducted an exercise to draw non-partisan districts for North
Carolina's US House of Representative districts and gave us a template
on how non-partisan redistricting can be done. Please follow this
example and develop districts free of partisanship. Our country is more
divided that at any point in our history and partisan districting plays a
major role in the this divide. It is fundamentally undermining our
democracy. Both the John Locke foundation and NAACP agree that
districting should be non-partisan. If these two groups can agree on an
issue, surely our General Assembly can agree on a way to develop non-
partisan districts. Thank-you for you consideration.

Tony Voiers

It is time to allow NC voters to truly select their choice for public office,
rather than a cleverly narrowed decision made for them.
Gerrymandering needs to end - for GOP and Dems alike! Let's act like
we trust our democratic system and stop seeking power for either

nartv. \We_ the Pennle are intended tn have the final voice.

Please establish a nonpartisan group to establish fair and equal
legislative districs.

We as citizens of NC deserve to have our distinct drawn fairly..so that
we have fair representation in our congress and state..we demand

fairness
We need fair and legitimate elections. Redistricting must be corrected

for fair elections. Lets get this done now!

Give us non-partisan, legitimate voting districts — NOW.

I am absolutely fed up with the partisan politics that have been going
on for years! Enough is enough! It is our constitutional right to have
free, fair, and nonpartisan/gerrymander free primaries and elections!
Redraw those maps and thus time make sure that they are nonpartisan

and fairlll
Please undo the evil voodoo which Rucho, Lewis and Hofeller had cast

as doo-doo upon our state.
North Carolina's citizens deserve to have fair elections, unsullied by

schemes. whether brazen or insidious. for partisan advantaae.
First, there's nothing complicated about what is the right thing to do

for our democracy. Legislative districts should not be twisted and
cobbled to keep some of the people of our State from having their
votes count. That's not what our Constitution sought to lay down as
the foundation of a Great America. It's shameful.

Second, knowing what the right thing is to do, there's no legitimate
excuse for not doing it. Political shenanigans for the sake of making
some people more equal than others are unethical and immoral, which
is why the Constitution would have it stopped.

Third, Do it right. Do it now.

I urge you to install non-partisan districting. It's undemocratic and
wrong. It is politics at its worse and voters won't stand for it. Have
some integrity and do what is right. If elected officials are doing a
good job they shouldn't have to "cheat" to win their seats and

shoiildn't he threatened hv non-nartisan districts.
I want to give my wholehearted support for the creation of nonpartisan

districts mapped by an independent committee. I am tired of the
constant gerrymandering from both Democrats and Republicans.
Without gerrymandering, people have faith not only in the election
process, but also that our leaders represent all of us, regardless of
political affiliation.

Thanl vinn far vanir Fima

Though I am not a constituent, I am an American. North Carolina's
districting process affects everyone who hopes to live in a democratic
country.

We, everywhere in the country, have a right to expect that the
delegation you send to Washington, D.C. is roughly proportional to
your voters beliefs and party affiliation. Otherwise, it warps the
national debate.

The same is true when we visit your state (or choose not to). We have
a right to expect that your laws reflect the will of your people. As it is, I
delay visiting my mother-in-law there, and get her to come visit NY
instead. It hurts your economy.

So, not only does government derive its just powers from the consent
of the governed, fairness benefits everyone.

Eieasé give NC a non -partisan redistricting process.
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Mr. Bob Grove

Dr. Keith Allen

Mr. Scott Olah
Martha Shafer

Mr. Alan Hensel

Mrs. Diane Clark

Ms. jessica heriot
Anne Brown

Ms. April Tacey-
Dickinson
Ms. Janet Flowers

Mr. Tom Byers

Bonnie Stevenson

Margaret Brown

Ms. Jennifer Greenholt

Ms. Rachel Campbell

Mrs. Raines Kuppin

Ms. Dale Mendoza

Mrs. Norma Warren

Ms. Kumi Smith

Mr. Christopher Wells
Mr. Barry Summers

Mr. David Alan Cook

The shameful gerrymandering of districts to favor political candidates is
not tolerable and must be addressed by the legislature. I will be
watching the integrity of the

renresentatives to see whom to vote for in the next election.
NC voters have been cheated out of fair representation in all recent

elections. The gerrymandered legislature has repeatedly mis-drawn
districts to favor themselves. These guys should be in prison, not in a
legislative body. They are serial offenders, and pitiful excuses for
democratic nrincinles.

Fix it!

An independent commission or special master is absolutely necessary
to insure that redistributing is not done with partisan advantage in
mind. Now is the time to do the right thing. The General Assembly

should not be involved in redrawina the map.
DRAIN THE SWAMP! Gerrymandering is an ugly form of corruption,

favored only by the corrupt. We need districts drawn by non-partisan
committee, with the aid of an open-source computer program, using
only population density statistics, the previous map, and strict
guidelines that include an efficiency gap calculation.

Please make non-partisan, new voting districts in North Carolina which
will allow for fair elections, and do this as soon as possible, before the
next election. Unfair voting districts have already taken a toll on our

democracy here in North Carolina, and this needs to be remedied
immediatelv.
let's have fair voting districts that do not favor either party

Make it fair.

End Gerrymandering NOW. We deserve fair lines drawn by non-
partisan, obijective people!!!

Please redraw the maps to reflect the population and not the partisan
bias that has been eroding our democracy in this state. As the maps
are currently drawn, our elected officials do NOT reflect the majority of
voters. That is immoral and undemocratic. Please make the fair and
objective changes as quickly as possible so that our votes actually
count and are reflected in the governance of North Carolina. Thank

A\V/alR}

Please end the cycle of partisan gerrymandering and give us a non-
partisan re-districting commission along the lines of Iowa's. This
change is badly needed to counteract the cynicism and apathy bred by
our current system. Under the present system, North Carolinians
observe that politics is being played like a game in which the winners
change the rules to give themselves an unfair and undemocratic

advantana far tha navt matchonin

Please bring fairness back to the way the redistricting is conducted.
Allow the public to know what has been decided. Thank you. NC has
been hurt by the redistributing the last 10 years-

Please work with non-partisan organizations to design legislative
districts that are fair and rational. Let's end gerrymandering so every

vote counts.
Truly competitive districts should allow your ideas to win elections. If

you don't believe in your ideas enough to let them stand for election,
then ask yourself why you are in office. Any person of American ideals

should be ashamed to hold elected office without the courage to get
there on the strenath of his or her convictinng.
Gerrymandering should be outlawed. We should have fair and free

elections, not based on either party. Politics have no place in our free
elections. Otherwise we will be like other countries who do not have
free and impartial elections.

We need an impartial group to do our maps free of politics from either

narhy

I am writing to request that voting maps please be drawn free from
partisan politics! It's time, and the people of NC deserve fair,

representative districts. Thank vou!!

Make elections fair and redistrict apolitically.

Dale Mendoza

Please, please, redistrict in a fair way. I believe there are standards
for fairness, which do not favor any political party. This is what North
Carolina should be doing. I do understand the Democrats
gerrymandered when they where in control. That was wrong ! Now
the Republicans have done the same. It is still wrong ! Asheville was
divided in two and we even lost an elected representative. This is
outrageous. As I recall Iowa has had successful non-partisan
redistricting for some 40 years. We should do the same, using

wihAatAviAar fuicrkArma cAArA~ PAaA~E FAle

After months of doing nothing, the NCGA is showing the citizens of NC
that they have learned nothing. Using the same people who drew our
last unconstitutional set of maps solves absolutely nothing.

Many groups have articulated how to draw FAIR, NONPARTISAN maps.
There are many tenable, transparent, and scientifically sound ways to
do this. If Ohio and California can do it, so too can we. Ground rules
for fair redistricting will prevent a hypothetical future Democratic
majority from unfair gains as well. This is in everyone's interest.

I would like to see North Carolina use a nonpartisan committee for
redistricting based on the Iowa model.

Please adopt a non-partisan committee redistricting model. It's the
only way to take the divisive politics out of this important issue.
Stop Republican Corruption in Politics!
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Julie Arader

Dr. Heather Simon

Dr. Douglas Wingeier

Carolyn Felton

Mrs. Barbara Nettesheim

Julia Myers
Kay Richey

Melanie Nikdel

Anne Fondren

Mrs. Madelyn Quattrone

Mrs. Janet Rodie

Ms. Chris Chato

Ms. Alice Wieting

Redistricting for your benefit is cheating and is what got us into this
mess with the worst president we've ever had and why we have so

much unrest since 12/9/16
I am a concerned NC citizen and I am commenting today to ask that

the legislative redistricting process be carried out in a nonpartisan
manner, ideally by an independent commission and with the
opportunity for the public to comment on the final district map. For
me, the issue of nonpartisan redistricting is fundamentally about
preserving our democracy. Both Democrats and Republicans won
statewide races in the last election, indicating that the voters in North
Carolina are fairly evenly split. In contrast, whenever elections were
based on districts, the scale leaned very heavily towards Republicans:
10 vs 3 for NC representatives in the U.S. house and veto-proof
majorities in both the state house and the state senate. Any process
that is designed to favor some voices or opinions over others is
fundamentally undemocratic and goes against the spirit of the NC and
US constitutions. Section 2 of article I of the state constitution states
"All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all
government of right originates from the people, is founded upon their
will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole." The
current districts do not represent a government originating from the
will of the people and I urge the legislature to design truly fair and
representative districts when the draw new maps. Attempts at
gerrymandering for the purpose of gaining a political advantage are
short sighted in that they are undermining our core democratic
principles for temporary political advantage. The issues faced by this
state will change. The demographics of this state will change.
However, once lost, democracy is very hard to regain.

I write to urge you to draw new voting maps which are totally free
from partisan politics.

I strongly encourage you to support a change to nonpartisan
redistricting for our state. Both parties spend too much time focused
upon partisan districts instead of doing the jobs you were all elected to
do. Every member of our legislature needs to be a good statesperson

and ston this nartisan nonsensge.
State and congressional districts should be determined by a

nonpartisan process, free from political influence. The districts should
not be drawn to favor a political party. The responsibility for drawing
districts should be given to a group that will be fair to voters and keep
communities together. It should not be done by elected officials.

Please create a non-partisan commission to draw voting maps that are
free from partisan politics.

Have districts align with county lines as much as possible and when
county must be divided follow precinct lines

We need fair maps, without bias towards race or political party.
Gerrymandering leads to political extremism and unequal
representation, which has created untenable politics on both the state
and national level.

Historically, both Democrats and Republicans have drawn district maps
in their own favor.

****The only way to ensure fair districts is to have them drawn by a
completely nonpartisan group****

Thank you,

ISistricts need to be redrawn with a bipartisan approach and not based
on race. The districts should be compact without long tentacle like

lines
Redistricting must be fair and free of political influence. So many

American men and women have died to protect the right of Americans
to vote. Don't dishonor them by tainting voting rights with partisanship.
Our patriotic martyrs did not die for any particular political party, or to
deprive other Americans from having a fair vote because of their race
or economic status.

Nnan't lill Aamanrrams THe a nrariniic rnmmadihg

Redistricting efforts must be nonpartisan. Districts must not be
gerrymandered to provide an advantage to one party or the other. The
gerrymandering is manipulative and takes power from the citizens.

It is absolutely essential to democracy that the process used to draw
the maps for our legislative districts be unbiased and free from politics.
Other states have come up with fair redistricting processes that work.
Let's take out cue from them!

Thank vnii
We need fairly drawn districts.
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Mrs. Tami Oden

Kim Preish

Mrs. Yvonne Moody

Kathy Parham

Ms. Diane Thomson

Mrs. Melissa Carroll

Larry Hicks

Mr. Gregory Elkins

Vonna Viglione

Andrew Stern

Mrs. marcia ramirez

An independent group should redraw district maps in NC, not a
republican controlled legislature which was elected using
unconstitutional maps. This should be done immediately. The
consultant which the republican controlled legislature has chosen to
use is biased, and should not be used. Why don't the maps simply
follow zip code, or perhaps school district boundaries? As a full time
stay at home mom for the last 20 years, it seems to me that those
living in the same zip code, or perhaps base school area (in wake
county for example) have similar local and state issues that they are
dealing with and would like represented in congress. It is ridiculous for
you to draw lines that attempt to minimize the impact of certain voters
(for example carving out universities and lumping them together in one
district rather than 2 separate disticits, as appears to have been done
with UNC and NCSU where 2 of my children go to college). Apparently
you want to dilute the young voters of our state and the impact they
could have on elections. As the courts have ruled, you've done the
same with people based on race: put as many African Americans as
possible in as few districts as possible in order to dilute their impact
when voting in elections. What are you afraid of? Losing your
southern white control? Well I'm here to tell you that my kids, born in
NY, are the new North Carolina natives, and things are changing in our
state. It's time you became more aware of that, and people like me
who moved here and raised our families here and contribute to your
growing technology based economy are smarter than you think. This is
not the old south anymore. We won't stand for the racial bias games
you republicans have played for generations - ever since Lyndon B
Johnson made the right civil rights choices that caused southern
democrats to leave and join the current Republican Party. As one of
many NC residents who call this state our home, I am asking you to be
rational and impartial and allow an independent commission to redraw

thA vadictrilhiibinAa mane T nar van all wiill Aaviankiialhye fAllAae MaADAril~

Voters have the right to vote for their legislators not the other way
around. The only way to do that is by fair nonpartisan redistrictiing.

The only option that's fair to all voters is a bipartisan redistricting
committee.

We need fair districts that use independent mapmakers that use
criteria such as compactness not partisan and racial gerrymandering.

I am against partisan redistricting regardless of party. It is not fair. If
you can't win without gerrymandering partisanship you need to rethink

who vou are.
Just a quick look at election district maps show how unfairly they are

drawn. North Carolina needs to have fair districts that are drawn to be
fair to our voters and uphold our state constitution. Gerrymandering is
illegal and immoral. North Carolina needs to stop being an

embarrassment and begin to stand for the values of fairness our
coilintry wac faiinded nn

Please push for non-partisan districting by an independent citizen
group. Neither party should be in control of this. Citizens should select
their representative, not the other way around. Tanks you!

Legislative districts should be drawn by a non-partisan panel. We
should be able to pick our representatives rather than the other way

around. Restore democracy! Fair maps now!
As an undergraduate at UNC-G, it was my delight to study American

history in depth with world class scholars. I am so dismayed that the
Republic our founders created is being abused for purely partisan
purposes. The power of ideas should decide elections, not the surgical
precision of drawing partisan maps. It is past time to return to first
principles, put country above party and make redistricting fair,
objective and non-partisan. Setting aside partisan fractures, clear lines
strengthen administrative abilities of local governments, those
governments CLOSEST to "the people". I miss the days when North
Carolina was considered a leader in "good government". Creating
strong, non-partisan districts would signal that North Carolina, the first
state to publicly fund education, the home of the FIRST "tea party" and
home today to all branches of the armed services, THAT North
Carolina, is ready once again to lead. History will see any
machinations to continue partisan manipulations as the betrayal of our
country's entire reason for being. We are supposed to lead the world
as a beacon and an exemplar. Drawing districts that look like
"scribbles", rather than compact governmental districts, is insulting to
voters and hampers, rather than helps, governance.

It has been over 6 years since this new round of redistricting has
started and NC still has unconstitutional Congressional, NC House and
NC Senate districts. As our "esteemed" President would tweet, SAD!!
The time is now for an independent redistricting commission to redraw
districts for our unconstitutional districts, using HB200/SB209 as a
model. Both parties have supported an independent commission at
some point (when they were not in control of the process)--if it was
the right thing to do when not in control (which it is), then it is the
right thing to do even when in control. Please do the correct thing, as
how can the public have confidence in laws being passed by
representatives that won in unconstitutional districts? Is it any wonder
that the public has such low confidence in our political institutions?!?

It doesn't matter is it's Republicans or Democrats, taking unfair
advantage of an opponent by Gerrymandering is wrong. To hamper
peoples right to vote is not only illegal it is morally wrong. It's time to
reach a fair and iust Redistrictina.
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Ms. Rita Large

Ms. Mary Combs
Mrs. Brenda McCall

Dr. Joseph Tanzini

Dr. Jacqueline Dzau

Ms. Brenda Willis

Mr. Craig Hobaugh

Mr. Gary Kenton

Mr. Larry Smith-Black

Mr. Jerry Lambert

Mr. Richard Laskey

carol michaelis

Ayla Fickenc

Dr. Sharon LeDuc

Ms. Cornelia Cornils

Dr. Jayne Owen Parker

Ms. Stefanie Mendell

Betsy Williams

Mr. John Maron

Legislative redistricting needs to be done fairly in order for the
elections to be done fairly!!!

The maps must be redrawn immediately.

Legislative districts need to reflect voter preference for a cohesive
geographic area. They should be established and maintained by a non-

partisan panel or committee.

We need maps drawn by non-partisan means so that all people's votes
are honored and not suppressed.

Currently we are not being represented by our legislators and this is a

failure for our democracv.
Dear Members of the Redistricting Committee,

I ask that you place people over party and allow for an independent
commission to redraw the NC new district maps. Clearly bipartisanship
no longer exists in this state, therefore a "bipartisan" redistricting
committee is only that in name, especially when outside counsel such
as Tom Hofeller, the mastermind behind the 2011 unconstitutionally
gerrymandered NC districts, is asked by the Committte chair to assist
in the redistricting efforts.

We must put an end to this once and for all. Take the responsibility of
drawing district maps out of the hands of conflicted politicians.

Sincerely,

Jacqueline Dzau

We want fair redistricting. No gerrymandering. We elected Governor
Cooper. Cooperate with him or we will see that you are voted out. Stop
trying to hijack our state government and ram things down our
throats.

Use county and large city boundaries where ever possible.

With 100 counties it should not be that hard to find equality. They are
permanent and will make it difficult to manipulate by either political
partv!

The only way to prove that you believe in democracy is to advocate for
a non-partisan redistricting process.

Surely district maps can be drawn which gives neither party advantage
over the other(s). A map that forces candidates to run for office on
their merits as judged by the respective constituencies.

Furthermore gerrymandered maps such as what we currently have
encourages our perennial (safe seated) elected officials to become
complacent in their roles as legislators so that little (if anything) gets
done of intrinsic value for our communities and their residents. What
they do accomplish is most often self-serving.

There should be an independent commission established to draw up
non-political Legislative Districts thru out North Carolina! Now and is
in the past the party who was in power drew up the districts to favor
their party at election time. That needs to stop now! By The Way
(BTW) I am a registered independent (unaffiliated) voter!

Please eliminate gerrymandering and make redistricting a non-partisan

issue that does NOT discriminate against minority voters.

Fairness always works in the long run. Let's correct this very UNFAIR
system.

I support bipartisan method for drawing new district maps. There
should be no political influence on how the new maps are drawn.

Thank vou for helpbina us return to democracv.
As a Ph.D. statistician, I know that there are methods that can provide

redistricting that provide fairer representation. Right now I don't know
why I bother to vote for a representative. The district is so unbalanced
that voting is a joke. We should do better. Thanks for listening.

We, the people of NC, demand a fair, one-person, one-vote districting.
Voters should be able to choose their candidate, not the other way

around!
Please keep our democracy safe by drawing voting maps that are

nonpartisan. It is the only way to protect America and our party from
being kidnapped by extremists. Loading districts in the favor of one
party or the other weakens the party the district favors by lowering the
competence and quality of the candidates. I want to see strong
competition between strong candidates, not shoo-ins for rascals.

A key foundation of our country is representative democracy. We need
fair and balanced, nonpartisan voting maps to ensure that voters pick
the candidates and not the other way around. We have the
technology now to do this in an impartial and fair way. Let's do what's

riaht for onr state and oiir cotintrv.
Please draw districts with no split counties unless the population

numbers dictate a need, no regard to race, and no use of voter
registration or voting history of the people living in each county. Base

it, as much as is possible, on population numbers. Make the districts
as connected as nossihle.
I strongly believe that a truly independent commission should be

created that is composed of commissioners in proportionate numbers
based on the state's total registered voter population. This will force

the state's political parties to compete for voters based on the issues
rather than aerrvmandered districts.
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Donna Fender

Ms. Elizabeth Krijgsman

Ms. Jeanette Clarkson
Michael Brown

Mr. Daniel Amerson

Dr. Cheryl Stallings

Ms. Susan Powell

Ms. Laura Washburn

Ms. Jean Larson

Ms. Bonnie McCarthy

Ms. Tish Wilson

Ms. Elaine Manning

Don Millsaps
Mrs. Sabine Schoenbach

Dr. Josh Dettman

Ms. Franca Gilbert

Mr. John Blair
Eric Greene

Mrs. Susan Olivari

Mr. Steve Gilbert

Cynthia Campo

Mrs. Sarah Swingle

I want fair, nonpartisan redistricting so members of the legislature
accurately reflect the will of the people. I'm tired of our state
government being hijacked by a small minority of pompous old white

men. It's time to aive the aovernment back to the peonle.
It should be obvious that legislative districts should be drawn up fairly,

in every sense of the word, not designed to favor any group or party.
If you can only win by cheating, it isn't winning. We need a
nonpartisan group to draw up new legislative districts properly, without
reaard to anv consideration excent fairness.

Stop messing with the redistricting line for the good of the GOP. 1Its
not right and its not fair. STOP IT!

We need bi partisan re districting: our democracy works better for
everyone when vou are accountable to evervone.

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

I am writing to ask that all voting maps in North Carolina be drawn
free from partisan politics. I believe this would lead to much more
fairer elections, and more accurate representation in the NCGA of the

peoble in our state.
Keep our elections fair and open to all voters to ensure our democracy

works for all people.
Avoid the racial or partisan gerrymandering that only supports the GOP
political agenda.

Allow voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
arniind

The citizens of NC deserve and demand redistricting maps which are
neither racially not politically gerrymandered. Respect our democracy
and redraw the districts so that the results of our elections accurately
reflect the political preferences of our citizens, not the political
nreferences of ciirrent leaislators.

The legislative district lines must be drawn in a non-partisan manner
by an independent committee. This is the only way that each citizen
will have a voice and democracy will be maintained.

Thank you for working toward this end.

Jean Larson
Madiecnn Caninhg

Having fairly drawn districts is the only way for the citizens of North
Carolina to have confidence in their legislators. Governing by the
currently drawn map is a unfair and not representative of constituents.
We must demand nonpartisan redrawing of the districts.

Fairness and integrity and representation of All people in our state
should be the foundation of drawing district lines.

If you do not have the integrity to be fair, you should not be involved
in this process!

I am sick and tired of you people placing party above the good of the

nennle nf niir ctate and canintrv
Quit messing around with this. The citizens want independent voting

maps with no partisan politics involved!
New maps fair to both parties -- end this extremism!

We need voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.

Hi- I follow emails from Common Cause to stay updated on
redistricting efforts across the country. Not having politicians draw
maps used to elect them is a common sense measure that should be
implemented nation-wide. Fairness and following lawful/moral
principles is something our country is based on. Make the Founder
Fathers proud

Best,

1ach
I would like voting maps redrawn that are free from partisan politics !

North Carolinians want fair elections and fair voting districts !

Stop the Gerrymandering and create fair and sensible districts.

Draw new maps that are free of racial and/or partisan gerrymandering
now. This is your last chance to do the right thing...otherwise, the
citizens will demand that the responsibility be taken away from you
and put in the hands of an independent, non-partisan commission.

This should be a bipartisan redistricting. Get some outside help not

Looking forward to seeing the results of the very important democratic
procedure of redrawing district maps. Please do it fairly and without
partisan politics.

Thanksl
As a voter in this state and country, I want to know my vote counts

legally & fairly without unfair redistricting maps. No more
gerrymandering. It not what the writers of the Constitution meant. LET

ALL PEOPLE VOTES COUNT FAIRLY.
Fair voting maps and fair elections are vital for democracy to work.

North Carolina needs voting maps that are drawn free of partisan
politics. Thank vou.
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Mrs. Ariana Nester

Valetia Gladding

Betty Gunz

Barbara Colson

Dr. Jane Hawk

Ms. Genevieve
Fleischman
Mrs. Elizabeth Reshower

David Hyland

Mrs. Angela Levine

Mr. Eric Morrow

Mr. Tom Karches
Mr. Habib EI-Khoury

Mrs. Sharon Welch

Mr. Kelly Gloger

Mr. James Kinneman

Ms. Mary Lucas

I implore the NCGA to utilize an independent commission to perform
redistricting in the state. For too many years both parties have used
gerrymandering to help guarantee their ability to win elections.
Whether a democractic representative is able to win an election should
be directly related to their ability to speak to and hear the people they
represent, not their ability to draw a map. Anything short of
independent redistricting minimizes the voice of the people and

wiaalane ninir damacrang

It is time for you to really make all of America Great. Represent all of
the people not just the Republican party. Do something good for a

chanae.
No more illegal maps. Protect democracy. We deserve fair redistricting

maps. No more stuff like you've done in the past. Do your job. Draw

up fair redistrictina maps.
Please please please redraw the new legislative maps in a non partisan

way. You have already passed districts that were unconstitutional.
Please, for the sake of the state and the country, we need non partisan

districts. You work for us. the peable.

Take ALL of the politics out of redistricting----- please. NO more
gerrymandering ever!!!

It is time for fair non political redistricting. As a citizen of NC I want
fair districting.

Please draw maps without discriminating between Democrat and
Republican, black and white. America is all of its people. If you
cannot represent the real America, you need to go home and stop
meddlina in our processes.

Do what is fair for every citizen in NC that won't be constantly changed

to benefit the party in power. Have the maps drawn by a nonpartisan

panel! Thank vou.
Districts should be drawn in a fair and bipartisan way so that no one

party benefits. We need to appoint a bipartisan committee to oversee
redistricting in our state and end gerrymandering once and for all.
Many states have successfully done this and made gerrymandering a

non-issue regardless of which party had majority power in the state. It
ic time fnr NC tn niiralie thic nath
I would love to see non-partisan redistricting in NC. Good politics starts

from fair voting, regardless of political leaning. Why destroy a good

thina when the solution is so simple?
Fair redistricting creates a stronger democracy. No more

gerrymandering. No more rigged elections.
We need fair voting districts to be redrawn free from partisan politics !

Why do we have the SAME guy doing the maps? The voters want a
nonpartisan redistricting group. You are costing the taxpayers by all of
these lawsuits because you absolutely refuse to do what is right. The
taxpayers are going to vote you all out as soon as possible.

Dear Members of the Legislature,

Gerrymandering is unique to America in that we are the only
democracy on the planet that allows its elected officials to pick their
voters; all other democracies use some form of independent non-
partisan commission to draw voting districts. Now powerful low-cost
mapping software combined with an ocean of available data on a
voter’s purchasing history, movie preferences, social media use, voting
history, etc. make it possible to draw voting districts with such surgical
precision as to virtually guarantee that future election outcomes, for
the following decade, will favor the political party that drew them.
Democracy is about a fundamental freedom of citizens to have their
voices equally and fairly represented in the government they elect. In
North Carolina where the approximate breakdown of voters is 1/3
Republican, 1/3 Democrat, and 1/3 independents, the question before
North Carolina voters is this, “Does the practice of gerrymandering
strip from 2/3’s of North Carolina’s voters their freedom of equal and
fair representation in their government when a political party,
representing only 1/3 of the state’s voters, is given the power to draw
voting districts to unfairly advantage its candidates over those of other
political parties? I think any fair minded person will answer that
question in the affirmative and therefore I am asking the legislature,
when redrawing the voting districts of our state, to use the following
criteria:

1. Disregard the political affiliation of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little economic affiliation with communities
like Charlotte.

E Twris+a havn A Aickrict e hAaninAdaviae nar ~fiik acvace crAaninhag linAae

Non-Partisan Redistricting will save money, eliminate lawsuits, and
help make elections fairer in direct support of one citizen one vote.
Gerrymandered districts rob voters of all parties of having their vote

matter. Please don't use "but the democrats did it too" as an excuse
for not dnina the riaht thina.
Voting districts that honor the principle of one person one vote are

essential to a functioning democracy. Districts that are contiguous, that
keep counties and precincts whole as much as possible, and that are
drawn by non-partisan delegates (on a practical basis that means both
major parties as well as other minority stakeholders included) is
desperately needed in this state and across the nation. Please follow
the intention and the letter of the law as directed by the Supreme
Court.
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Dr. Leslie Talbott

Mr. Jeffrey Egerton

Mr. Matthew Clements

Mr. Todd Buker

Ms. Anne Parlier

Katherine McGovern

Mrs. Jennifer Alexander

Mrs. Gary Alexander

Mrs. Nancy Marks

Mr. Cody Hulme
Mrs. Michele Wilson

Dr. Sonia Archer-
Capuzzo

Mrs. Allison Binder

Nan Friedman

Mrs. Stephanie Avett

Mr. James Howard

I am in favor of the Iowa model where districts are drawn in a
nonpartisan manner. I want districts that are compact, drawn without
regard to results from the previous election, and in agreement with

federal law.
Please give the power of the vote back to the people of North Carolina.

Non-partisan redistricting will allow the people of North Carolina to

actuallv choose fair representation.
Please set up a non-partisan Iowa style redistricting plan in order to

end the bi-partisan Gerrymandering and endless lawsuits. Legislators
should not be selecting their voters - it should work the other way

around.
No political party should have influence over districting maps. I

strongly urge lawmakers to adopt an independent system of districting,
such as this redistricting algorithm:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/06/03/this-
computer-programmer-solved-gerrymandering-in-his-spare-
time/?utm_term=.3b7d0043fbbb.

A mathematical, non-partisan approach is really the only way to take
human interference and gerrymandering out of our electoral process.
This will help ensure that politicians have to win voters over with their
ideas and track records, not just rely on districts drawn favorably.

Thank You.

It is important to me.and my family that district maps be fair and make
it possible for all votes to count equally. This should be done by an
independent commission so that both parties.and ALL constituents of
ALL races have equal opportunity for their votes to count.

Redistricting should be non partisan, and follow something like the
Iowa criteria - districts of equal population compact, contiguous, and
observing county and municipal boundaries where possible.

This shouldn't be hard! To continue allowing maps to be drawn to
favor one party disenfranchises citizens of our state of their votes, a

Arnce micdaad far anv damanrcracy

Please make the redistricting process fair and representative of us
citizens. Partisanship has no place in this process.

Please make the redistricting process fair and representative of us
citizens. Partisanship has no place in this process.

It is past time for my legislators to remember that they work for all
the citizens of North Carolina. Acting like the juvenile bully with the
biggest stick in the sand box is simply not acceptable. "A rising tide
lifts all boats" has been our salvation for generations. Honesty is, and
always has been the best policy. Please, rediscover your inner best
naturalll

Voting maps need to be drawn free from partisan politics.

I would like the state to redraw the lines of the districts so we have a
fair chance of voting for all the candidates. I would like to feel like I
have a voice in this state, and am not just "mapped" to the candidate
most likely to win for my party.

Thank voui for makina this riaht

Redistricting needs to be done by a non-partisan committee. Neither

party should have control over how our votes are counted in North
Carolina. Please put your constituents first and get behind a non-
partisan, independent redistricting committee. Our state will be

stronaer for it
When redrawing legislative districts within the great state of North

Carolina, please only rely on actual population counts - example the
recent census showed 100 people of eligible voting age in this
geographical area. There is no viable or ethical reason to involve any
consideration of the voter's political affiliation, how they voted in the
past, their sex or race or any other data points you may have on them.

Hi I would like to ask that a bi partisan or non partisan committee be
used to fairly redraw the districts. I also don't think it's right that a
person (Hise) who is under investigation for election related issues be
allowed to be on the redistricting committee that is going to redraw the
districts soon. I left a comment yesterday but I'm leaving one here
today because I'm unsure if this is a different area that is taking
comments and I wanted to be sure I commented on this very

imnnrtant icciia Thanl van

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.
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Ms. Jean MacLeod

Dr. Mary McDermott

Ms. Paula Pierce

Mrs. Kathryn Strickland

Mr. Jason Raitz

Mr. Samuel Sotillo

Mr. Lee Wallace

Katie Davenport

Peggy McLeod

Mrs. Sara White

Mr. Terry Brooks

Ms. Eileen Mangels

Dr. Gary Evans

I am a resident of Macon County, US House district 11. Due to the
gerrymandering in our district, my vote does not matter at all. We are
supposed to be a country of "one man - one vote" and I have ZERO
impact. Also, our state legislature is so skewed in its makeup, largely
due to the way the voting districts have been divided. In a state with
52% of the voters registered as Democrats, to come up with a
legislature that is 77% republican is frankly absurd. I have been active
for the last few years in working towards non-partisan, FAIR
redistricting in NC (perhaps based in the Iowa model?). I would love
to have an opportunity to participate in an actual democracy rather
than this politically manipulative voting structure currently in place.
Thank you for your time and attention to this all-important matter.

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4, Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

I am very concern about gerrymandering in our state. I don't think it
is fair for lawmakers to draw their own districts. I have a real concern
about the impact this practice is having on our democracy. The
current gerrymandering process is threatening to the fair
representation of the people in North Carolina. I would like to see a
nonpartisan redistricting process put in place to take the back and
forth "politics" out of redistricting in our state. I am encouraging you

tn niich far radictricrtinAa rafarm laniclatinn

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

Our state has a long history of shamefully redistricting to benefit the
party in power. For the true will of the people to be heard, we can't
rely on politicians to pick and choose their own voters with convoluted
maps. It is high time our state created an independent, non-partisan
re-districting process that that seeks to balance districts compactly and
using proven objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or something
similar. We have the unique opportunity to be a model for other states
struggling with the same issue.

Dear assemblywomen and assemblymen:

Let's pass the Redistricting Reform Act and set up a non-partisan,
independent commission to draw fair maps and put the people in
charge, not professional lobbyists and politicians! Our democracy
deserves better... We need to stop undermining it and make sure we
have congressional maps that guarantee every citizen an equal voice in
our democracy!

Thmwlo~

A functioning democracy depends on fair elections. Partisan
gerrymandering is an impediment to fair elections. It is my sincere
hope that our state have an independent, non-partisan council redraw

our congressional district map that does not create districts based on
race or nartv affiliation_
I request that redistricting be done on a strictly non-partisan basis,

with no regard to where Democrats live or Republicans live. This is the
only way to fairly represent the needs and wishes of all the citizens of

NC. It has been done elsewhere in the country and I know it can be
done here.
Almost two months ago the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously ruled

that North Carolina lawmakers unconstitutionally racially
gerrymandered dozens of legislative districts.They packed as many
African-American voters into as few districts as possible to dilute their
voice in Raleigh. It is disgraceful. WE DESERVE FAIR MAPS NOW!.
Legislators should not be picking their voters. Voters should be picking
their legislators. ENOUGH IS ENOUGH.

Peggy McLeod

\Alamssamilla NI

I would like for our state to stop spending millions of tax dollars to
defend unconstitutional voting districts. Please use compactness,
population, and keeping communities together to guide your districts.
All politics must be kept out of the process. Let a non-partisan body
draw the lines with the goal of creating fair, compact districts.

End gerrymandered districts now. Democracy depends on fair voting
practices, and all attempts to interfere in that process is a danger to

the constitution.

Redistricting: I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.
Stop the gerrymandering!!!

Legislative districts must be drawn in a non-partisan manner. Any
attempt to use gerrymandering to give one party advantage over the
other is contrary to the principles of American democracy. Please put
redistrictina in the hands of an indenendent third partv.
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Jul 27 2017 10:34AM
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Suzanne Klimek

Cynthia Slater

Ms. Kendall Del Rio

Paul Dobbin

Mr. Johnny Wunder

Ms. Kate Capehart

Elizabeth Gilliam

Ms. Nelda Holder

Bernadette Chasteen

Susan We er

Ms. Erica Loring

I am writing to express that I want partisan-free district boundaries.
The lines as they are currently drawn are crazy and blatantly partisan.
I am excited that they will be changed and encourage those involved
in the modifications to take this opportunity to demonstrate

constriictive and fair reaiilts.
We need nonpartisan districts to get fair representation in our state.

This requires an independent committee. Please end the

aerrvmanderina which has perverted NC aovernment for too lona.
Hello,

When we consider the foundation of our democracy, both within our
state and nationally, fair and nonpartisan districting lies at the center.
Without this, we are not a democracy, as the people's voice is
manipulated and silenced. I urge you to please appoint a nonpartisan
or bipartisan council to redraw our districts. This matter is much too
important to let politics pervert and distort the will of the people. The
people will be heard, and if you do not support that effort, your tenure
and reputation in our state will be one not of democracy but of
authoritarianism. There is a simple solution to creating fair districts,
and this is a nonpartisan or bipartisan council.

Suggestions: #1 No Split Zip Codes. #2 No districts crossing natural
boundries. (Like across bridgeless rivers or mountains) #3 Make it fair

It is essential you come up with a non-partisan transparent
redistricting plan. I would recommend you develop an open source
algorithm that takes into account the geography, existing
governmental boundaries and population distribution and draws
electoral boundaries based exclusively on that. With some work North
Carolina could provide the technical foundation for open transparent
election boundaries for the 2020 census becoming a leader in

trancnarant fair ranracantatinn Af all Fitizanc

Please support and implement fair and non-partisan redistricting.
Gerrymandering, whether it's racial or partisan, is illegal and
unconstitutional, and it has damaged our state and our people's voting

riahts. Tt's time to fix the damaaes.
We all know North Carolina's districts are gerrymandered. This is the

worst-kept secret in North Carolina's politics. Your voters have noticed
and we demand fair voting rights. In fact, we demand
INDEPENDENTLY re-drawn districts before the mid-year elections. Your

colintrv is watchina. The time to act is NOW!I
As an unaffiliated voter, I have long believed in the efficacy and

fairness of NON-gerrymandered districts. I strongly support removing
control of drawing district lines from the Legislature -- be it Democratic
or Republican in majority -- and holding an independent office
accountable for independent, nonpartisan redistricting. That said, we

need our new districts drawn as quickly as possible ... after SEVEN
VYFARQ
We want fair voting districts that do not favor either party, but reflect

the population of our state. If you need information on how to draw
fair districts, please see this article.
https://priceonomics.com/algorithm-the-unfairness-of-gerrymandering/

In redrawing district lines,try not to embarrass our state further. Race,
party affiliation and sociology-economic background should have no

place in the debates.
What the GOP did to our voting districts was revolting and

unconstitutional. The damage done to our state as a result of their
racial gerrymandering for political gain is unprecedented and
unacceptable. The NCGA must act quickly to move forward with
equitable redistricting correcting this selfish action. They should not be
allowed to use any resources/people/organizations used previously.
They should also eliminate any possible conflicts (i.e. Kim and Phil
Strach) for this process. An independent organization should be used
and required for this districting action and any future districting action.
No political party should be allowed to design districting to their favor
and action should be taken to prevent this from continuing.
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Ms. Lindsey Grace

Ms. Kendrick Wilson

Mr. Lee Bristol

Ms. Alex Gwenn

Mr. Dorus Rudisill

Mr. Michael Levine

Ms. Nancy Brown

Samuel Mohar

Mrs. Sally Wohlbruck

Mrs. Caitlin Blanchard

Redistricting should be independent, not under the guise of
bipartisanship because that is never true in NC. Those involved in
previous mapping that have been deemed unconstitutional should no
longer be eligible to participate in map drawing and redistricting.
Those who have used or seen statistics regarding racial profile of
voters should not be eligible for participation in redistricting and map
drawing. Maps should not be drawn with any political affiliation or
race or any other other determining factor of vote in mind.

North Carolinians deserve to be able to live where they want and have
the right to control their government via voting and participation and
the current maps do no allow for that. My neighborhood is looped in
with the county, meaning, unless I vote Republican, my vote most
likely doesn't count, and when I say looped in, I mean my district has
a tumor and that is where I live. Districts should not have tumors or
be stretched across a state or MADE TO ACCOMMODATE ANYBODY
BUT THE VOTERS OF THE COMMUNITIES THEY LIVE IN.

Those that are under investigation for any matter pertaining to their
elected jobs and or that were involved in map drawing in 2011, such
as Ralph Hise, David Lewis, and Thomas Hofeller should BY NO MEANS
be involved in a new map making process EVER again. All of these
people were involved in illegal mapping due to purposeful manipulation
and gerrymandering in 2011 and you know how that saying goes...fool
me once....

North Carolinians deserve better. We deserve to have our voices
heard AND COUNT. Allowing those who have already failed a state
over 6 years of representation to try again is not only a logistical
failure, it's showing the people of NC fair maps do no matter to you
now, then, or ever.

T hana van wiill clhAancA An inAdAanAandant Antily FA radranr mane nAak A

I would like to put forth my opinion that the following criteria to be
used when redrawing the districts:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5.  Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Thanks,
Kendrick

I beg you (politicians on left and right) to grow up and do what is
right. The fingerprints of self-interest from both sides are all over this
issue. To govern is to serve others, and it is time to do the hard right
vs. the easy wrong. Draw districts that make sense, without thoughts
of getting re-elected. I am disgusted by how obvious it is you are

cervina vniirerlvace and vniir nartiec

I am urging for nonpartisan redistricting, so that voters pick their

politicians and not the other way around. Thank you.
Stop Playing Games with our vote!

NC has become a joke in the U.S. due to these expensive political
aames.
NC resident for 13 years. It's frustrating knowing that my district is so

grossly drawn. Make it fair. NC is 50-50 Dems - Repsall
I'm asking for is to make the house and senate represent this as well.

Two and a half years ago, more than half the state’s voters cast
Democratic ballots, yet Republicans secured the vast majority of

conaressional seats.
As a concerned voter, I want to see districting based solely on non-

political demographics- the politicizing of districting by either side
undermines the democratic process in North Carolina. Democrats,
Republicans, and everyone else: please work together to make robust,
nonprolitical districting and districting rules that will allow North
Carolinian voices to be heard equally and prevent any one party from
consolidating power via nondemocratic processes, now and in the
future.

Thanl, vian

I would like to express my concerns to my local representatives (Jay
Adams and Andy Wells) that hiring the same individual who
constructed the previous maps "with surgical precision" will only lead
to costlv litiaation at the taxnavers' exnense.

I would like the following criteria to be used when redrawing the

districts:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’'s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’'s boundaries not cut across county lines

- [ Pl
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Ms. Lindsey Mudge

Darlene Battaile

Mr. Aaron Strickland

Mrs. Nancy Gray

Ms. Teddy Jordan

Ms. Carol Reinhardt

Mr. Michael Eisenberg

Liesl Dineen

Rachel Prouty

Mr. Thomas Davis

Mrs. Lauren Perdue

Mrs. Kimberly
Daggerhart

Mr. Dan Jaworsky

It is essential that we abide by the following when redrawing our 28
voting districts. This will allow us to have the truest representation
possible serving on the behalf of all North Carolinians.

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Please just draw fair districts, no gerrymandering of any area for any
political party. Please encourage every citizen to vote and help them

vote!!
The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the

flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters.

It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-partisan
redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly and
using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore

Amnnlilg A Fha vabkac AF Al NAavkh CAavaliniane

Please make the redistricting process fair and representative of all NC
citizens. Although gerrymandering has been done by both parties,
partisanship has no place in this process. Fair voting maps means fair -

and accuratelv represented - elections.
A non-partisan committee s/b used to redraw district lines. Iowa uses a

model that has district lines drawn by a non-partisan citizen
committee. That w/b a much more fair and balanced approach than
what has been used by BOTH political parties. Thank you.

North Carolina voters demand fair and equitable voting districts AND
voter registration laws. It's time our elected representatives actually

reflect the wishes of our citizens.
I was at the meeting yesterday and found it quite enlightening. I

believe the question regarding drawing maps again in a partisan
fashion was answered with a hem and a haw saying what the
committee decides. We need fair maps which allows the people of NC
to choose their representatives and not the other way around.

Please draw maps that are fair. I believe if the courts decide to draw
the maps they will be. My advice is to come very close to what the
court would in an independent process.

Thanks.

I'm struggling to understand how it is that we even have to defend our
right to fair elections. Use math and science, and draw the lines
without considerina parties or minoritv status. Please?

This needs to be an independent process that doesn't favor either

party.

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

We need a nonpartisan commission to draw districts.
Districts must:
aid no incumbents, parties or racial populations; and

generally follow county boundaries and natural
aenaranhic connectivitv.
Government should reflect the voice of the people. Non-partisan

redistricting is the only way to ensure the North Carolina government
is fair and just. Please take immediate action to end gerrymandering

NnOow.
I'd like the following criteria to be used when redrawing the districts:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’'s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Thank you.

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

B Trs tn haua a dictrict’e hailindariace nat riit arrnce Faninhy linac
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Mrs. Kristen Hernandez To whom it may concern:

Jonathan Daggerhart

Mrs. Jean Orr

david dwin

Mr. Robert Ballard

Mr. Douglas Long

Mrs. Seri Anderson

Ms. Hannah Randall

Mr. Michael Hill

Redistricting is a sacred trust, as is anything when it comes to the
communication between the voters and our elected representatives. I
strongly believe that this state has become the disgrace of the nation
in its inability to a) produce evenly-drawn, non-biased voting districts,
and b) present qualified, intelligent and sincerely dedicated candidates
for office. We need a non-biased, non-partisan, independent
committee who will use mathematical and logical means to produce
reasonable Congressional and General Assembly districts, which
honestly reflect the actual composition of the overall population of
North Carolina. as well as the populations of the individual districts.

We must stop trying to stack the deck in our favor, whoever "we" may
be at any given time. Drawing racially, politically, or ideologically
biased districts violates the deepest meanings of this country's
Constitution, violates the intent of the founding fathers of this country,
and violates the rights of the peoples of our nation today.

If we want to win elections, we must return to the grassroots and ask
the people what they want - then devise ways to make the people's
will, a reality. This means ALL the people, not just a 30% minority of
people who shout the loudest and crowd the Internet with their
boorish and backwards opinions. We cannot simply rely on tricking the
system so that that 30%, which is so dedicated to its misguided
principles, is the only part of the nation's peoples that is heard. We
MUST serve ALL of our people, not just 30%.

If you cannot win elections without rigging the system, then it is time
to get out of politics because you are not good enough to lead this
state.

You should follow these simple principles to create fair districts-

1.Ignore political affiliation and race of voters

2. Ignore location of sitting members of the legislature

3. Make compact shapes of the district’s boundaries. No more
sprawling weird shapes to serve political parties

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural NC
counties have little in common with the counties surrounding

Charlotte.

C Na Ak lhavia dicbiiab/a lnaviindavina Aatibk mmvmama macimdba s laaa

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

senators and congressmen,

drawing election districts must be done with zero demographic info,
else you are destroying the very democracy in america thet our
families have fought and died to preserve. the only data that should
be used is population count, and respecting existing municipla borders.
anything else is just cheating, and is deplorable!

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

E Trs tn hava a dictrict’c hniindariac nat fiit arrnce Fcaninhy linac

Democracy requires fair representation of the people. It is time to put
a stop to "they did it first" politically gerrymandered voting districts.
Draw maps in a bipartisan way using fair and non-politically motivated
methods. Then each party can try to win votes by virtue of their

policies and not by
imaainativelv ctriictiirec mancg
Please turn over the redistricting process to a nonpartisan group

external to the legislature. I know that both Democrats and
Republicans have drawn districts for partisan advantage, and I want it
to stop. I think this round of redistricting would be a great moment to
change that endless tug of war.

If the legislature insists on retaining control of the redistricting process,
please use it to ensure fair representation for all of our communities. I
don't think that making citizens votes - out most fundamental way of

and its people. Further, our current district maps reflect the flawed
idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps defining their
districts and hence picking the demographics of their own voters. It's
time for our state to institute an independent, non-partisan redistricting
process that seeks to balance districts compactly and using objective
criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore equality to the votes
of all North Carolinians.

We need to have a non-partisan outside group do our districting. We
are firmly a purple state and our state legislature should represent
that.
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Steven Lord

Mrs. Sue Ellen Camden-
Lee

Mr. Jesse Boggs

Ms. Lynn Fell

Joa Palmroos

Ms. Estelle Stokes
Bowden

Mr. A.H. Jessup

Ms. Kim Garmon

Mr. Austin Rhodes

Erin Schuermeyer

Melissa Lefko

Christine Waske

It's past time to move on to non-partisan redistricting like Nebraska.
Even a bipartisan independent commission like Arizona, California,
Idaho, or Washington would be preferable to these constantly
challenged and litigated (AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE!) districts.

We need fair and equal maps for redistricting in our state. Get rid of
the gerrymandering criminal behavior and correct it appropriately.

NOW!
What do you think are the consequences of partisan gerrymandering? -

retention of republican power? Well, of course and the early death of
democracy!

Why care, then? Who needs democracy?

Have you considered what follows democracy? Mob rule? Autocracy?
Dictatorship? Destruction? The end of society?

Our joint survival depends on equitable voting districts. Our joint
survival.

Do otherwise and don't complain of the unwanted and unanticipated
results. Civil war is not civil but it is war!

Think of your loved ones, your children, your extended families. In the
1860 US Civil War 50% died. Now think of the same thing happening
tomorrow to your family.

Why is the author of the illegal gerrymandered districts working on the
new mapping? At the very least this gives the appearance that the GOP
is seeking to maintain their majority illegally in an evenly split state. I
hope the GOP will ensure that all constituents are represented fairly in

this nrocess.
To all legislators, your constituents want voting district lines drawn free

from partisan agendas. Remember WE VOTE and we are watching.

Right now, I feel very little representation by my elected officials. It
seems that the only goal for each party, is to hurt the other, which has
a negative impact on the citizens of North Carolina. When redistricting,
be kind, be honest, check your biases, and make ethical decisions, not
petty and self-serving ones. Districts should be drawn to reflect the
diversity of this state, not to put one party at an advantage over
another. Residents of all districts should feel that their interests and
needs will be served with these new districts and that they will not be
ignored. For example, just because historically, more Blacks have
voted for Democratic candidates, does not mean that districts should
be drawn to disenfranchise them. Work across party lines. Us everyday
citizens do this everyday; why can't you????

Redistricting MUST be non-partisan from this point forward. We've had
enough slime and manipulation, underhanded gimmickry and outright
criminality. Let's get straight with our own people for crying out loud.

An independent,bi-partisan commission is the ONLY fair and
reasonable way to draw district maps that actually allow for
representative government. Please show some integrity and respect for
the voters over your personal corporate profit interests.

As voting is an essential and important part of our republic, it is
important that everyone's right to vote is held to be sacred and as
equal as possible. Gerrymandering (on any basis) is an attempt to
influence voting not through ideas but through political rules that do
not reflect the will of the people.

The level of gerrymandering in our state is atrocious and reflects the
flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the maps
defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of their
own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts compactly
and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other to restore
equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

Everyone deserves to be represented. Redistricting should be done on

nonpartisan lines.
Please consider the large number of independent voters as well as the

rapidly changing demographics of this state. I understand that the
rural/urban divide is great, however, urban taxes pay for rural services.
The only acceptable boundary designation is one based purely on
population numbers, as well as one with an eye to future demographic
shifts. No other designation should ever come into consideration.

We the people demand fair and honest redistricting by an outside
nonpartisan 3rd party.

The NC legislators have failed at providing honest voting conditions
The redistricting maps should be drawn by the local area by an
unbiased party with public input
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Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-JEP

Mr. David Nikdel

Dr. Jeffrey Collins

Ms. Rebecca LaPrade

Mr. Anthony Piacenza

Mr. Phillip Reeder

Virginia Perschbacher

Ms. Diane Daniels

Mr. Anthony Madejczyk

Ms. Deborah Good

Ms. Martha Bradley

Dr. Nathaniel Grubbs

Ms. Jennifer Griffin

Mrs. Erin Hoy

Dr. Susan Ortiz

Justin Lancaster

Mrs. Cinnamon Frame

I support fair play. Democrats gerrymandered the state to begin with
and Republicans were right to call them cheaters then. Now
Republicans have made it even worse and seem deaf to the same
complaints! We need to end this once and for all and get back to
governing from the middle. I will support fair districting no matter who
it helps. This is not a partisan issue it is vital for the health of our
democracy! I'm willing to give of my time and treasure to support this
cause so watch out local politicians who vote against. There are more
like me and it doesn't take many votes to lose a state district.

Please set up a non-partisan commission to handle the drawing of new
(and fair) districts for all General Assembly races.

We want redistricting that is fair to everyone in the state. I am tired of
the republicans ignoring a court order like they are above the law. NO
ONE is above the law period.

Redistrict now and draw fair and imnartial districtsl
I have had enough of the efforts to divide and conquer the state and

its residents. Please take race, party, and all other means of
segmenting and separating our state an population OUT of our
elections and representation. Turn over redistricting to a truly
independent redistricting commission and let every North Carolinian's
vote count equally. The legislature should reflect the state.

Since the beginning of the year there has been much discussion of
voter fraud but somehow gerrymandering is never included or singled
out as voter fraud. Gerrymandering means politicians get to pick their
voters, instead of voters choosing their representative. Clearly this is
genuine voter fraud. If NC lawmakers are concerned about voter fraud
and truly care about fair elections then I urge you to draw new voting
maps free from partisan politics.

The NC legislative must provide opportunities for all voices to be heard
in the selection of our elected officials at all levels. Gerrymandered
districts based on race are unacceptable. The redistricting process

should be a bipartisan effort and should be completed well before the
mid-term elections.
Please support the end of gerrymandered legislative districts. Voting

maps should not be snaking sections made to pick up desired

constituents for manipulated results.
Our politicians shouldn't be allowed to pick their voters. It should be

the other way around. Having party-majority districts makes
government more bloated and prone to satisfying special interests over

the needs of all North Carolinians. Make politics competitive again so
we can aet the hest niit of hoth narties.
non-partisan districts, nothing more, nothing less. It is the only way

to have government for the people and by the people!
Redistricting should be a nonpartisan process. Create an independent

commission to draw districts according to the North Carolina
Constitution so the people have fair and balanced state leadership.

Please use a non-partisan committee for redistricting. Voters should
get to choose their politicians, not the other way around. Yet, while
more voters are supporting Democratic legislators than Republican in
NC, the General Assembly continues to be very lopsided in its partisan
makeup. Several maps have been proposed by outside groups that
would make NC's legislative maps more competitive, which will make
our state a better democracy. Please consider one of these nonpartisan
maps, or a nonpartisan commission for the next round of Redistricting.

Gerrymandering for racial or political affiliations is disgusting. Let the
representatives of NC more closely reflect the diversity of this state.

We need a non-partisan, independent committee to draw the districts.
No more jerrymandering

First and foremost redistricting should be done by an INDEPENDENT
commission that includes an equal number of Republicans and
Democrats. Districts should not be created with any concern for a
voter's political affiliation or the current location of any sitting member
of the legislature. Districts should try to not cross county lines if at all
possible and should be as compact as possible. Cities should not be
broken up and included with large swaths of the county unless
absolutely necessary to balance the districts. Race can and should
play a role as long as the intent is to address past racial discrimination
and continued inclusion of the voices of communities of color.
Communities of color should not be split into different districts if it also
meets the other criteria listed - compact districts that don't cut up
cities or counties if possible. Thank you.

Take a stand to end gerrymandering by all parties. The GOP wanted
this years ago and are should still feel the same.

The Shortest-Splitline Algorithm would be a great way to get politics
otit of this nrocess.
I am tired of these gerrymandered districts. If you can't represent all of

the people who live in your district fairly, then you shouldn't be
elected. This redistricting needs to be FAIR and BIPARTISAN. You

should be a representative of a clear constituent region with common
concerns.
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Zachary Schafer

Mr. Erich Strupe
Mr. erik raudsep

Ms. Laurel Ullman

Dr. Brenda Rubens

Mrs. diane geitner

Mrs. Kathy Stilwell

Mrs. Janice Crouch

Megan Bame

Ms. Alice Turner

Ms. ROBERTA MADDEN

Mrs. Penelope Davies

James Marshall

Proportionate representation via fair voting is vital to the healthy
functioning of any democracy. I believe that North Carolina has fallen
far short of this in recent years due to partisan and racially biased
redistricting. As such I strongly advocate that the state move to an
independent process to draw district lines. Failing that, I think we
must do everything possible to prevent partisan districting so that our
state can stay strong and our politicians are held accountable to the

wiill Af tha nannla

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.

This needs to be done soon and it is very simple look at a basis of
average income and race both are reported by US census. There
should be nothing in regards to political affiliation. Gerrymandering
was intended as a negative term not something to aspire to. With
computers this can be done in a matter of hours. It needs to be totally
non-partisan and maybe just maybe we can keep North Carolina out of
the news for the bad things that we seem to get so much negative

nracc ahniit Iataly

Creating legislative districts should not be the purview of the very
politicians attempting to get into office. This is an inherent conflict of
interest. We need independent creation of these districts to avoid
further gerrymandering and to reverse what gerrymandering is already
doing to our state. Honorable politicians who work hard will still be
able to get elected by listening and responding to their constituents. It
is the right thing to do. Please, do the right thing.

NC voting districts must be redrawn in a fair and nonpartisan manner
before our state can provide an objective and honest environment for

our voters.
I am demanding that new electoral maps be drawn to provide for fair

elections in N.C. which ENCOURAGE people to vote and to know that

their votes count!!
It is imperative that redistricting lines need to be drawn in a

nonpartisan manner.

1. Increase transparency during the redistricting or mapmaking
process and

2. Give citizens the opportunity to draw state legislative and
congressional districts

themselves.

Base the method on Ohio's method.

Together, the League of Women Voters of Ohio, Common Cause Ohio,
Ohio Citizen

Action and other partners held a real-time competition using census
data and partisan

information created by Cleveland State University Prof. Mark Salling.
This competition

gave citizens the opportunity to draw state legislative and
congressional districts.

Criteria for the Redistricting Competition

Compactness

Competitiveness

Representational fairness (not favoring one political party over another
and mapmaking that reflect the partisan makeup of NC as a whole)
Respect for county and municipal boundaries

Mapmakers were also give guidance on how to create majority-
minority districts that

respect the Voting Rights Act.

Please end gerrymandering and appoint a non-partisan board to
oversee districting of leaislative districts in North Carolina.

I remember NC being the literal textbook example of gerrymandering
when I was in school. (Gerrymander: manipulate the boundaries of (an
electoral constituency) so as to favor one party or class). Seemed at
the time (20+ years ago) like it should be part of our past history;
something fixed long ago. The perception of today's political
environment is that control and self-service, not public service, are
paramount values. As such, neither party is likely to set aside their
interests, i.e., relinquish control and potentially loose their job, to get
the job of redistricting done right. Please use an independent, non-
partisan redistricting process using objective criteria to put
gerrymandering in North Carolina's past.

Please adopt a nonpartisan, fair methodology in drawing our districts.
There are examples out there of how to do this effectively. It is the

riaht thina to do.
To redesign our legislative and congressional districts, we need an

independent commission in order to free the process from political and
racist influences. The voters should be able to choose our lawmakers

instead of the lawmakers choosing their voters. The current system is
extremelv 1infair.
It is important that the committee that draws the new congressional

districts NOT BE THE SAME PEOPLE WHO DREW THE LAST
MAP....Have a committee that reflects who we are in this state.

Otherwise, you will find yourselves in court again and again Do you
think we are all stiinid?
Pick a first grade class by lottery and let them draw the map as a

school proiect.
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Erin Lavin

Ms. Terry Landers

Mr. Howard Shepherd

Mr. Pete Glidewell

William McNeil

William McNeil

Mr. Brian Layh

Mr. Brian Cox

Dr. Laura Hart

Stop the gerrymandering! The level of gerrymandering in our state is
atrocious and reflects the flawed idea that legislators should be
allowed to draw the maps defining their districts and hence picking the
demographics of their own voters. It's time for our state to institute an
independent, non-partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance
districts compactly and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap
or other to restore equality to the votes of all North Carolinians.

Dlaacal

It is time to REMOVE PARTISAN POLITICS from the process of
establishing voting districts. An INDEPENDENT commission
(independent from the legislative bodies and partisan groups) should
be established with redistricting processes and standards that promote
fair and effective representation for all citizens of NC. Members of
such an independent commission should reflect the diversity of the unit
of government that is the subject of redistricting, including citizens at
large, representatives of public interest groups, and members of
minority groups. Districts should be apportioned primarily according to
population ("one person one vote"), substantially equal population in
each, geographically contiguous, with respect for boundaries of
municipalities and counties. Party affiliation or racial makeup of the
citizens should have absolutely NO INFLUENCE on the resulting district
boundaries.

Establish an independent, non-partisan commission to create districts
based on population and geography, and not on political advantage.

Both Democrats and Republicans have shamelessly used
gerrymandering to create an unrepresentative political majority at the
expense of the citizens' voice. It's time to stop that, and let political
ideas be contested in a fair marketplace rather than continuing to
preach to the choir.

Given the impending Supreme Court decision about Wisconsin's
gerrymandering for political advantage, an independent commission
would have the added benefit of guaranteeing that NC won't have to re-
draw districts again if Wisconsin loses its case.

The number one issue in government today is NOT healthcare, the
economy, immigration or a HB2. It is that we are losing our
Democracy with extreme partisan gerrymandering that has muted the
true voice of the people. In North Carolina over the last three
elections the state has voted 48% Democrat, 50% Republican and 2%
other. Yet in races that are in districts, there are 39% of the NC
House, 30% of the NC Senate and 23% of the US Congressional
delegation that are Democrats. We do not have a representative
democracy right now and the anger over not being heard is growing.
The process needs to change to non partisan redistricting of as many
whole contiguous and common need counties in a district as possible
without regard to race or party. Yes....both parties have done it....it is
time for it to end.

1) confine districts to one county if at all possible

2) split counties when necessary, but attempt to avoid splitting
municipalities

3) do not consider the party of registered voters when allocating
population to each district

4) follow main highways and geographic boundaries wherever

nnccihla

Use a non-partisan commission to draw district maps, which would
then be presented to the House and Senate for ratification on an up-or-

down vote.
North Carolina citizens deserve a fair, non-partisan body to be in

charge of redrawing our illegal, unconstitutional, racially-
gerrymandered maps. It is extremely clear by the Supreme Court's
recent rulings that the NCGOP is not capable of leading this effort nor
is their hired gun, Tom Hofeller. Why would the NCGA use the
services of, let alone trust, this man to accomplish what he has already
failed to do at the literal expense of the taxpayers of this state? This
redistricting process needs to be fully transparent, not drawn up in
back rooms with no public debate and/or input like so many other
recent NCGOP bills/laws. Remove the gerrymandered, partisan bias
from this process and empower a non-partisan, neutral body that will
produce fair, legal, constitutional maps so that NC citizens can be fairly
represented. Thank you.

The level of gerrymandering in our state is absolutely atrocious and
reflects the flawed idea that legislators should be allowed to draw the
maps defining their districts and hence picking the demographics of
their own voters. It's time for our state to institute an independent,
non-partisan redistricting process that seeks to balance districts
compactly and using objective criteria like the Efficiency Gap or other
to restore equality to the votes of all North Carolinians. Thanks for your
tima

As the general assembly considers redistricting, I urge them to pursue
non-partisan methods of redistricting. Districts made through partisan
means, though technically legal, are not in service of fair
representation of citizens' interests and should be abolished.

A government of, by, and for the people, should approximate the
people. North Carolina's voters are about 50% conservative and 50%
liberal. Why isn't North Carolina's government?
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376 Jul 27 2017 2:00PM Mrs. Lisa Neylan The people of North Carolina deserve a fair vote. Please assure the
following when redistricting:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’'s boundaries not cut across county lines

Thank you,
Lisa Neylan

377 Jul 27 2017 2:02PM Mr. Charles Clay The people of North Carolina deserve a fair vote. Please assure the
following when redistricting:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Thank you,
Charles Clay
378 Jul 27 2017 2:06PM Darlene Stone I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.
379 Jul 27 2017 2:07PM Tondra Bowers Based on statistics regarding those who count themselves as

Democrats and Republicans, our legislature does not reflect this.

I am an Independent voter and only declare an affiliation with a party
during the primary. I feel my voice should still be heard even if I am
an Independent.

As for redistricting, I don't understand how this can be so complicated.
Lines should be drawn by geographical/population areas. Anything
less, seems to be nefarious. Let's preserve democracy and leave out
political parties. This goes for BOTH parties. I believe people will vote
for those who hold convictions that reflect their personal beliefs, not
political affiliation.

The Supreme Court seems to agree that our districts are drawn to
disenfranchise certain groups of people. To facilitate this, they should
drawn along non-partisan lines to more accurately reflect the NC
population and be done by a NON-PARTISAN committee. This would
reduce the opportunities for any party, race, religion, etc. to be
dominant over the voting process.

I certainly hope the legislature shows NC, and the US, that they can be
non-partisan and come together.

With respect,

380 Jul 27 2017 2:09PM Mr. Jeff Smith Hello, my name is Jeff Smith and I am an independent voter in
Hillsborough, NC. Please support HB200. Working to help end voter
suppression and gerrymandering in North Carolina should be of the
state's highest priority. Since Gerry, redrawing districts to pick and
choose voters is one of the bigger plagues on our democratic system.
By supporting independent, non-partisan redistricting, we can see a
shift in restoring democracy in our state. Please support HB200!
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Jake Quinn

Ms. Jessica Levasseur

Mr. Patrick Donnelly

Mrs. Helen Priggemeier

Ms. Ruth Talley

Mrs. Barbara Gregg

Jennifer Beaufort

Ms. Olivia Mungal

Melisa Pfeil

Ms. Kathleen
Baryenbruch

Hope Panara

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. As new district boundaries
are drawn, I urge the NCGA to consider the following factors only:

1. Equal populations - One person, one vote.

2. Compactness - Districts should have compact shapes.

3. Contiguity - The components of a district should adjoin one another,
unseparated by other districts or geographic boundaries.

4. Respect for existing political boundaries - Counties should not be
split between districts.

5. Respect for natural geographic features - Rivers, mountains and
other natural features that create natural boundaries should be taken
into account.

6. Respect for identifiable communities of interest - Similarities in
social, cultural, ethnic and economic interest should be recognized and
taken into account, as should school districts and other formal
relationships between municipalities.

7. Respect for overarching law - Districts must be drawn in
conformance with the US Constitution, the Voting Rights Act, and other
federal statutory guidance.

At the same time, I urge the NCGA to ignore completely such factors
as party registration and the residence of incumbents. It is high time
we stopped having legislators choose their constituents, and started
letting voters choose their legislators.

The entire redistricting process should be open and transparent, with
information distributed timely and widely, and hearings held in Raleigh
and across the state to ensure citizens' ability to review and comment.

The NCGA has distinguished itself in recent years by consistently

AnvinlaninAa AanAd imnlamaAantina iincancribiibianal laaiclativia Aickvicke T

I support a fair redistricting, free from partisan politics.
Gerrymandering based on party affiliation or race, or any other
personal characteristics, must not occur. North Carolinians demand fair

votina mans and fair elections!
We need to remove redistricting from political influence as much as we

can. This should be a decision made by geographers and
cartographers, not politicians. Almost all of our State Colleges have
departments of geography. Why not have each submit new district
maps based on geographic criteria and pick a few for a final vote. Do
the right thing. We need to restore faith in government in all parties.

Just do the redistricting by population only.Do not look at Board of
Elections info. Actually that should be illegal anyway.

Do not jump around and pick specific persons by their registration. And
for goodness sakes do not have one district scrolling down through 5

or 6 counties. That will be gerrymandering. Just do it fairly. We are
watchina
Enough! Its been weeks/months since the Supreme Court decisions.

The time for excuses is over. I demand fair redistricting in North
Carolina, free from racism & free from partisan politics. Let us choose

the legislature we want - not the other way around. Allow our voices
to he heard. Act now.
Dear Legislators,

It is time for a nonpartisan redistricting commission. Districts must be
drawn without racial or partisan gerrymandering. Let the people's
votes count and put an end to spending money defending indefensible
positions.

Respectfully,

Rarhara CCrann

Maps should always be drawn by an independent third party with no
political affiliation. New maps should be redrawn as soon as possible
considering the outcome of the federal lawsuit last year. The bills
passed between the court's decision and today are all illegitimate since
the state does not have fair representation of it's constituents. We

need new elections with newly drawn districts from an independent
antihvy hafara tha and nf 2017
I am disgusted how many variations of gerrymandered districts North

Carolina has been caught with over the past 10 years. It's clear the
only way to draw fair, nonpartisan districts is to have an independent

committee draw and vote on the lines. Voting districts should not
disenfranchise or silence vouir voters.
Please draw the lines fairly so our state can be represented as it should

be.
Gerrymandering is unacceptable regardless of which party it helps.
Please redistrict our state in a way that ensures fair representation for

all North Carolinians.
I want an independent redistricting commission to redraw fair

boundray lines using clear criteria. Anything less than an independent
commission is not acceptable>
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Mr. Blaise Freeman

Jon Abrams

Mr. Richard Wynne

Jennifer Keith
Mrs. Marcia Welsh

Mrs. Erin Isgett

Brandi Bragg

Ms. Shel Anderson

Dr. Helene Hilger

Mr. David Wear

Ms. B] Causey

Please enact a non-partisan process for redistricting. Currently
whichever party is in power redraws the maps to favor their party.
That is a glaring conflict of interest, and is neither productive nor in the
interest of constituents. Everyone would benefit from non-partisan
redistricting. I was very impressed by the plan and materials I saw
presented by Common Cause NC for how this has worked in other
states (and especially well in ITowa) and could work for us too in North
Carolina. As someone who votes for the candidate and not party line I
am interested in seeing competitive elections in each district. And as a
tax-payer I am interested in seeing a process that doesn't result in
lawsuit after lawsuit (well-founded or not). We need to close the divide
in politics not follow the same, flawed process that has served us
poorly for so many generations.

You MUST MUST MUST include dems in this effort to retain any
semblance of legitimacy. This state is 51/49 and pick 'em for any
given election, and for both houses of the General Assembly to be
controlled by supermajorities denies the entire precept of one-person,
one-vote. DO NOT use redistricting as a tool for disenfranchising

vntarcl

I am a North Carolina constituent, and I feel that it is time to end the
practice of partisan redistricting. It is time to unite the state and end
the widening partisan divide. I also feel that the power of my vote is
being diluted and negated by this corrosive and undemocratic process.
Please draw maps that are fair and non-partisan.

Thank you.

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics! Thank you!

I support fair voting districts that are drawn free from political
interference. There are other states that have done this successfully. I
am ashamed at the way NC does this vital matter. What are you afraid
of?

I want to see an end to gerrymandering. I want fair voting maps and
fair elections.

Please use a non-partisan, independent company to draw these maps.
Please stop wasting money on arguing about it and hiring the same
guy who drew the unconstitutional maps we currently have. Stop the
bickering about who started the gerrymandering and have the map
drawn scientifically, with as little bias as possible. Doing that just might

cave enme nf vniir inha

I strongly object to partisan redistricting. I am a proponent of a non-
partisan redistricting committee making the maps that delineate both
GA and federal positions. I would like this to happen quickly so that we
can vote aaain for a leaal GA this vear.

There are several transparent and highly regarded methods for

creating fair and representative voting districts. It is disingenuous to
pretend that methods that created the faulty ones we now have should
be employed again. Redistricting should be determined by an
independent special commission, with membership that reflects the
diversity of the unit of government, including citizens at large,
representatives of public interest groups, and members of minority
groups. They should ensure that elections represent a "fair fight" and
reflect the citizens' views. No partisan data should be used to assign
districts. NC has had 16 redistricting lawsuits since 2000. That is
because we keep trying to use methods that result from motivations
that lack integrity. The classic criteria for good districts are that they
be: compact, convenient, contiguous, and reflect communities of
interest. They should provide for partisan fairness and respect
boundaries of municipalities and counties. I am tired of having hard-
earned tax money go toward legal fees to defend sham voting districts.
And I am not alone: Only 18% of voters approve of paying for lawsuits
to defend laws that are ultimately overturned by the courts, and only
22% of voters approve of the job the General Assembly is doing. The
reason these statistics are not compelling is that our gerrymandered
districts prevent us from truly having a voice in electing our legislators.
It is time for that to stop.

The Supreme Court has already ruled in this case. North Carolinian
citizens need to know that their votes are not already selected out, or
in, making their voices moot, finally. We need Fiar Maps Now. Not
after the next election, or the one after that! The Republicans
dragging their feet to actually follow through with the demands of the
Supreme Court would be shocking, were it not coming from the same
people who have been subverting our current elected Governor, and
have done so much to harm this States' business communities with
bathroom bills, and the list of damaging measures now written in to
law that will be with us for a long time. Let the people choose their
elected officials, and end politicians picking their own voters. The
current Gerrymandered voting districts de-legitimizes our current
legislature, and they should not feel proud of their actions, and seek to
return fairness, accountability, and a real one person/ one vote.

This should be done by a non-partisan group -- no politicians! The
gerrymandering in this State is horrible. This General Assembly has
taken it to a whole new level. They are using the fact that they have a
veto-proof majority to punish the Governor, the Attorney General, the
Secretary of State and democratic districts. This is wrong on so very
many levels. I am sick of hearing people say, "Democrats did it when
they were in power." Yes, they did and it was wrong then too!!!
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Mrs. Lynn Bennett

Ms. Janice Siebert

Ms. Sarah Haman

Becky Kelley

Mr. Bryson Palmer

Mrs. Lee Lumpkin

Ms. Mary Brooks

Brenda Plemmons

A group of judges met in Durham earlier this spring to discuss ways for
redistricting fair. Having listened to and observed the results of their
work, it is apparent that non-partisan redistricting is not only possible
but also not difficult. North Carolina has failed in the past but now has
the opportunity to lead the way for other states by doing the right
thing, the thing most voters want, and that is to do away with
gerrymandering. Imagine having a citizenship whose every vote
actually is meaningful. Stop gerrymandering. Enlist non-partisan

vAadickvinkinAa nAs

For the sake of one person - one vote, please draw the maps free from
partisan politics. Fair, NOT GERRYMANDERED, districts are the only
basis of representative aovernment!

I want tne redistricting to be nonpartisan.

Redistricting should be nonpartisan and follow something like the Iowa
criteria - districts of equal population compact, contiguous, and
observing county and municipal boundaries where possible.

To continue allowing maps to be drawn to favor one party
disenfranchises citizens of our state of their votes. This is a gross

micdaad far anv damanrracy

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4, Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Our legislative districts should be drawn in a non-partisan manner
without the previous attempts to isolate certain populations unfairly.
The citizens of our state deserve a equal opportunity for their voices to

be heard in Raleiah.

I believe it is my right as a citizen to have the opportunity to select my
leaders no matter the color of my skin or my political party. The
leaders should not be selecting their voters. I believe this to be morally
wrong and not the intention of our forefathers. Please return this right

to All citizens of our state.
We deserve to be free from gerrymandering which has been put in

place for decades! Our Republic and we the people have a right to a
fair and unbiased votina svstem. Fix our maps!

Ms. Christina Stableford Please, please save all of us from more law suits and establish fair,

Ms. Alice Snell

Ms. Jillian Robson

Mr. Charles Gilmore

Mr. Leslie Lee

Ms. Laura Goodwin

Mr. Joseph Hardin

Mrs. Barbara Coulson

non-partisan voting maps that have sound geographic integrity.
Candidates who can't achieve victory through a fair elections process

don't deserve to be elected.
PLEASE PLEASE redraw the voting maps to be NON PARTISAN so we

can have fair elections! Make NC a beacon for freedom and justice
instead of continuing with an unconstitutional, overtly biased process

desianed bv and for nower hunarv noliticians.
Put the Democratic election process back in place. A bipartisan

majority want fair redistricting maps drawn up. Free of artificial
constraints such as race, party, ethnicity, language culture etc ALL
INCLUSIVE! Everyone is entitled to vote for the person of their choice.
Not vice versa. We have enough threats to the country with Russia's
cyber hacking. We do not need to make the US more divided and
vulnerable. Do we want TRUE PATRIOTS leading our country or GREED
inspired lunatics lured and bought out by BIG money. Citizens United
has also broken down voters choice. Restrictive Voter Rights legislation
is also weakening the election process. These ALL need to be
addressed as a A WHOLE to regain balance in a population that is
roughly balanced progressive and conservative.

If anyone on this committee is interested in fairness of competing
ideas for true democracy these will be computer generated maps
based solely on population distribution without regard to race,
ethnicity, social status, wealth or political affiliation. This is the only

wav tn strenathen oiir state and nation.
In considering redistricting, please:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’'s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

E Tris tn havsa a Aictricrt/c hailinAdariac natr Ak acrrace FAaninhg linac

I could not feel more strongly that fair districting is essential to our
democracy. It is irrelevant which party is in power; the districting
should be fair at all times. There are many things we disagree about in
this country, and I think the problems that we are going to face in the
years ahead are far beyond the Wisdom of Solomon, let alone me. But
I think the right place to start is to say - fair is fair. This is who we are.

Thaca ara niir niimharc

I am tired of feeling disenfranchised by the General Assembly. A 10 to
3 majority of districts is blatantly undemocratic. The majority in power
now has made a mockery of our state. They don't legislate. They
dictate. They discriminate. They don't want more people to vote.
They want fewer--mainly the poor and elderly. It's time to do what is
right--a bipartisan redrawing of the voting districts.

Find something in your brain that tells you that the 'in' group will
someday be the 'out group, and you won't like it as you didn't like it
before. Let's save the State and both sides money by forming an
INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSION. Both sides should

emhrace a nolicv that makes far a level nlavina field.
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Jul 27 2017 5:03PM

Jul 27 2017 5:09PM

Jul 27 2017 5:16PM

Jul 27 2017 5:25PM

Jul 27 2017 5:27PM

Jul 27 2017 5:27PM

Jul 27 2017 5:41PM

Mrs. Dawn Larma

Dr. Elizabeth Bates
Linda Spallone

Ms. Carol Leung

Mr. RALEIGH STOUT

Ms. Donna Ambriano

Bjorn Pedersen

Mr. Saul Chase

Anne Hummel

Mr. Robert Libbey

Mrs. Patricia Harms

Patricia Phelps

Ms. liz agnello

Carole Covington

Ms. Jane Yokoyama

Cory Stephenson

Rick Stone

We need an independent non partisan commission to draw districts
that are neither racially or partisan gerrymandering. Too many people
have votes that are essentially wasted. That is not democracy.

NC needs an independent redistricting commission!

I would like to see the legislative districts drawn in an orderly
nonpartisan way. Both democrats and republicans have taken
advantage of the gerrymandering idea but it is time to let that be
bygones and do the people of this state a real service and not monkey
around with our votes. Ideally you would take the work from the
nonpartisan judges that presented a nonpartisan map of the states. I
am also open to the idea that we draw larger districts have assign
multiple representatives to each on a numeric basis. I just ask that
both parties be open to nonpartisan ship. Stop being partiison please
both parties. I would like to see open primaries also as I am open to
voting for either party as I am independent. Neither party has served
the people very well. Thank you for listening

The government of North Carolina owes it's citizens free and fair
elections. It's time for voting maps that are free from partisan politics.

Over the past two years I learned about a computerized redistricting
approach that covered the entire state of NC and it seemed pretty fair
to me without all the drunk etch-a-sketch lines that Arnold
Scharzenegger spoke about in the past. That kind of approach that
gives equal land mass or equal population mass seems to be a good
start without bringing in party affiliation or race into it. Party affiliation
and race can be considered after the fact as a kind of check to balance
the overall effort and make tweaks to keep it fair before finally

AnaridinAa Aan thAa vadickvictinAa

I demand a bipartisan committee redraw the maps, not someone
who's already proven their willingness to gerrymander the state for

one partv. I want fair mans so mv candidates aet a fair shake.
Just do proportional representation. Then you won't even have to
make districts. Less work for you, fairer elections for us. Win-win.
I support the state of North Carolina setting up Independent
Commissions to determine fair boundaries for State Legislative and
Congressional elections in North Carolina.

With gerrymandering, elected officials pick their voters. It must
become the other way around.

When elections stop being fair, democracy ends. Please, make North
Carolina's election districts fair. Nothing less than our democracy's

P N B D P N N N

In North Carolina, we need a non-partisan process for redistricting at
the state and local level. Gerrymandered districts force my vote and
those of my neighbors in Greensboro to be unequal to votes of others,
because African Americans and many many other registered democrats
have been strategically packed together in every stste and local voting
district we are a part of. This situation in NC has already been ruled on
by the US Supreme Court and found to be unconstitutional, and now
it's time for the General Assembly to assume its responsibility to
provide an immediate remedy. It's high time the NC Gen. Assembly
abide by the rule of law and finally vote to have non-partisan
redistricting, without further delay.

I would ask that redistricting be done by a non partisan committee.

We need an independent commission to draw maps for elections.
Study other states who have done this. Wouldn't you rather win
legitimately than by rigging the system? North Carolina has a rigged
system. Look at Iowa.... other states that have gone the way of

indenendent redistrictina.
It is critical that our voting process is as fair as possible and that

results truly represent the will of the people. Voting districts must be
drawn in such a way so as not to favor one political party or the other.
Having the districts drawn by a non-partisan committee is much
needed.

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics.
enouah of this aerrvmanderina
Thank you for the opportunity to make comments on redistricting.

Please end gerrymandering! Please support voting maps that are free
from partisan politics. When redistricting is used to suppress, in effect,
the votes of any group, it is wrong and unconstitutional. I am keenly
aware that some states have been busy trying to suppress the votes of
students, the poor, and African-Americans. Such suppression is
immoral. Please end gerrymandering, and lend your support to policies

that Annnca ciirh vinta cilinnraccinn

It would be great to have public meetings on this issue. I strongly
support a nonpartisan redistricting commission that creates districts
that follow county boundaries as much as possible and are contiguous.
I support one introduced by Tom Ross or similar the methods they use
in California or Ohio. Anything is better than what is in place now!
Thank you!

In lawfully drawing new maps, as the SCOTUS said you must, get
Hofeller out of the process. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to see the
bias he has and the injustice of denying both parties FAIR & EQUAL

contributions to the redistricted man.
Redistricting maps need to be designed free of partisan considerations

so they are competitive.
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8:34PM

Cindy Goodspeed
Dr. Samuel Speciale
Ms. Armstrong Pillow

Dr. Minta Phillips

Please draw up Fair Maps that are population not partisan based.
Please follow the "Iowa Model" for drawing district lines.
Hello, Legislator,

As an unaffiliated voter with great interest in the common good, I
am clear that we must have a non-partisan commission to draw
legislative districts that are fair to all. I do not think either of the two
major parties can manage to be fair--certainly not the present
Legislature. Honestly, the North Carolina Legislature's behavior has
brought up feelings of embarrassment for me, but more importantly,
we want redistricting done with an independent body.

Please redraw our state's voting maps free of partisan influence. Let us
be a true democracy and promote fair voting districts. Be a true
statesman and not a devisive, conniving politician. Thanks for doing
the riaht thina.

Ms. Colleen OHalloran I want to go on record stating that the voting maps should drawn

Catherine Bukowy

without the influence of partisan politics. They should be drawn

completelv separate and free from it!
Redistricting should not be left to the "party in charge" at the time of

the Decennial Census. There are far more efficient and neutral ways
to get the job done. No party is neutral. Legislative redistricting
should be done by an independent, nonpartisan group. The process of
redistricting should be completely transparent. End the

nerrvmanderina  Make ritizenc' vntec conint

Mrs. Dorothea Stewart 1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

Mr. Andy Simmons

Mr. kent swenson
Mr. Charles Bennett

Katherine Rowe

Dr. Larry King

Mr. Ray Batts

Ms. Carol Capehart
Ms. Sally Moseley

Diane Vaught

Suzanne Hidore

judith price

darcie smith

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’'s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

B Trv tn hava a dictrict’e hninindariac nat fiit arrnce ~aninhy linac

I don't trust the NC Legislature to be able to be impartial where
redistricting is concerned. Redistricting absolutely needs to happen, but
it needs to be done by an impartial body with no party affiliations or
predispositions. Please obtain the services of a neutral body to redraw
the voting districts in NC and free us from gerrymandering. Put the
power to choose back into the hands of the people of NC.

Country before party.

follow the Duke model--2 teams each made up of 2 Dems & @ Repubs-
-go by Federal guidelines--one team goes East to West and the other
goes West to East, then compare the two and make fair tweaks. This
isn't hard and you know it! Do the right thing and support Democracy.

Redistrict now, save taxpayers the expense of defending a losing case
in court.
Draw districts that (1) adhere to all requirements of the Voting Rights

Act, (2) do not favor an incumbent or political party, (3) reflect the
whole-county rule, and (4) are compact and contiguous.

Please redraw all districts along county lines. It makes zero sense to
have districts that carve up counties.

I am in support of fair nonpartisan redistricting.

I want maps to be drawn that are fair, accurate, and non-partisan. 1
would prefer that they be drawn by someone with no history of
political partisanship, and preferably someone with no ties to North
Carolina. We need a fresh and fair start with new maps!

We need to give the vote back to the people and end this unfair
redistricting now!

I want maps redrawn free of partisan politics! North Carolina is a
disarace to the nation. Redraw voting maps in a fair way.

Please leave politics out of assigning voter districts. It should be
nonpartisan for both parties.

Please re-draw the districts without partisan politics in play. Be adults,
hurry up, and do your job for all the people of North Carolina, not your
partv.

Ms. Heather Minchew  The people who illegally and unconstitutionally produced the current

maps through racial gerrymandering should have NO place in creating
the new maps. They have already proven that they cannot be trusted
and will not act in the voters' best interest. Rather, an independent,
non-partisan redistricting committee should lead this process to ensure
we have fair maps that give equal voting power to ALL North

Carnlinianc

Mrs. Elizabeth Caveny  Our present legislative districts are set up to be anything but fair. Both

Ms. Susan Ferguson

Ms. Scott Pope

Republicans and Democrats have both used redistricting to their
advantage when they were in power. It is time to stop the political
maneuvering and to set up fair, non-partisan districts that will much
more truly give the people of North Carolina a chance for their voices
to be heard. Do what's right for our state, not what is politically

avnadiant far vni ar vniir narhy

Please do the maps using an independent group of people so that it is
done fairly for all the people of NC. Understand that more and more
voters are registering unaffiliated so they need a well rounded district

in which to vote.
Please, we need voting maps that reflect the views of All the people of

this beautiful state. Please allow non-partisan drawing of the voting
district maps.

Thank you,

Scott Pope
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Jul 27 2017 9:36PM

Jul 27 2017 9:50PM

Jul 27 2017 9:53PM

Jul 27 2017 10:16PM

Jul 27 2017 10:25PM

Jul 27 2017 10:28PM

Jul 27 2017 11:04PM

Jul 27 2017 11:08PM

Jul 27 2017 11:21PM

Jul 27 2017 11:54PM

Jul 28 2017 12:03AM

Jul 28 2017 12:21AM

Jul 28 2017 12:31AM

Jul 28 2017 4:09AM

Jul 28 2017 5:55AM

Jul 28 2017 6:26AM

Jul 28 2017 6:33AM

Mr. Thomas Clayton

Mr. Lee Harrison

Mr. Richard Partridge

Anne Dahle
Karen Ron

Ms. Rebecca Johnson

Andrew Dodds

Ms. JANE WATSON

Mr. john harris

Ted STORCK

Julianne Fontenoy

Mr. James Rowen

Ms. Hannah Lomas

Mr. Shaun Kime

Ms. Janine Rouson

Ron Kiviniemi

Dr. Reed Altman

Mrs. Nan Chase

Mr. Emmett Casey

Ms. Katherine Vilas

Ann Brady

Mrs. Elayne Martin

Ms. Rebecca Nussbaum

Dr. Patricia Bowery

I believe it is essential that North Carolina establish a nonpartisan
commission to determine voting districts for all Federal congressional

and State leaislative offices.
North Carolina needs to use a nonpartisan commission to draw all

legislative districts. I am in favor of House Bill 200. Thank you.
Redistricting in North Carolina MUST be accomplished by at least a bi-
partisan committee, but better still, a NON-PARTISAN committee! Itis
the ONLY way to assure fair elections in this state, regardless of party
affiliation.

Please redraw limnes asap

Seems like you're dragging your feet on redistricting. Need to focus on
correcting injustices. Play fairly!

I am ashamed of my North Carolina & being in a State that has
committed some of the worst Gerrymandering of Districts of all the
States, strictly to influence the GOP votes. Everyone should have
plenty of nearby precincts, and disenfranchising the low income,
elderly, minorities, uneducated is something that has to be corrected
as soon as you all get off your high horses and decide to run a fair
race. Your voters will remember this atrocity & we, the people have
the power in our vote to kick you all out of office. This is
unconstitutional and you know that. We are watching you. I am very
savvy about politics and I have never in my long life seen such
disgraceful behavior from our elected officials. Get to work and do your
job in a fair & compassionate manner.

How about we try NOT gerrymandering the districts just one time? It
might even work better.

Supporting Bill 200? creating a non/bi-partisan commission. In any
event, with or without it, no district-drawing on partisan basis -- most
definitely no engagement of map-drawers who are connected with
either party, such as Republicans employed in their maps conceived
since 2010 census. Conduct of that kind has created something akin
to a new civil war within this state. STOP IT!

I am writing in support of setting up Independent Commissions to
draw fair voting maps in North Carolina. Gerrymandering flys in the

face of democracv.
Please redraw legislative districts in a nonpartisan manner so that each

voters vote carries the same weight in determining our legislative
representation. Adoption of House Bill 200 would restore our faith in

the NC Leaislature.
We should have maps drawn in a fair and free way with no influence

from partisan politics. Of course. This is a democracy, last I checked.

Please keep it as one!
I would like to see North Carolina adopt a nonpartisan redistricting

process. I believe the districts as they stand now are overtly

aerrvmandered.
I would like the North Carolina Legislature to adopt a nonpartisan

redistricting process to help fix the extremely gerrymandered and

unconstitutional districts.
I wish to see a redistricting process that is fair and impartial, does not

target race or class, and maximizes the value of one person's vote so

that it is eauallv weiahted to the value of others.
I think this should get done very quickly and we should move toward a

non-partisan process for drawing districts. For now, the courts have
ruled and the actions need to be taken quickly to have new elections

based on the newly drawn districts. Redistricting should be fair and
nonnartisan
I would like nonpartisan redistricting done by an independent

commission.

Win at all costs politics has gone from eroding to decaying your
constituents' faith in governance. Where is the accountability? In the
absence of fairness in a system, people will eventually become
desperate. I am scared that the very fabric of society that holds us
together as North Carolinians is starting to tear. Voting should be made
fair before this tipping point is reached. Please take the moral high
ground and adopt a solution such as HB 200 NOW to solve the
redistricting problem in a comprehensive, sustainable & non-partisan

varmal

Please serve this great state best by appointing an independent
redistricting commission. I am a registered Independent and I vote.

Thank vou.
I would like to see non-partisan, fair, equitable redistricting. Asking the

same man to redistrict who did an unfair partisan job the last time is
not in the spirit of the Court's anti-gerrymandering judgement.

I want to see an independent bipartisan body redraw the boundaries. I
want to see the state represented by senators and representatives who
very closely match the split between democrat and republican, not this
criminally gerrymandered trash they gave us.

It is time to set up an independent redistricting process. Let the voters
pick their representatives, not the other way around! Certainly seeing
how the courts have ruled shows what NC is doing is NOT RIGHT!

PLEASE allow fair redistrictina to nroceed.
Please make the redistricting process fair and representative of us

citizens. Partisanship has no place in this process. Repectfully

reauestina ffair votina maps and elections as soon as possible.
Please have an independent body redistrict NC. This should not be a

partisan issue but rather an impartial expectation.
Please redraw all the districts in a nonpartisan manner.
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Jul 28 2017 6:45AM Dr. Jenny Lynn Hinson It's embarassing that NC continues to make news for our illegally
drawn districts, and I'm angry that the same folks who manipulated
our districts before continue to hold meetings in secret & delay. We
need urgent, transparent action. We need districts that are

contiguous, along geographic boundaries. We need the folks drawing
them tn niit ctate & coiintry ahnve narhy

Jul 28 2017 7:03AM Dr. Elizabeth I am a concerned NC citizen and I am commenting today to ask that
Mannshardt the legislative redistricting process be carried out in a nonpartisan

manner, ideally by an independent commission and with the
opportunity for the public to comment on the final district map. The
issue of nonpartisan redistricting is fundamentally about preserving our
democracy. Both Democrats and Republicans won statewide races in
the last election, and assessments indicate that the voters in North
Carolina are fairly evenly split. In contrast, whenever elections were
based on districts, the scale leaned very heavily towards Republicans:
10 vs 3 for NC representatives in the U.S. house and veto-proof
majorities in both the state house and the state senate. Any process
that is designed to favor some voices or opinions over others is
fundamentally undemocratic and goes against the spirit of the NC and
US constitutions. Section 2 of article I of the state constitution states
"All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all
government of right originates from the people, is founded upon their
will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole." The
current districts do not represent a government originating from the
will of the people and the legislature needs to design truly fair and
representative districts when the draw new maps. Attempts at
gerrymandering for the purpose of gaining a political advantage are
unconstitutional, short sighted, and undermine our core democratic
principles for temporary political advantage. The issues faced by this
state will change. The demographics of this state will change.
However, once lost, democracy is very hard to regain.

Jul 28 2017 7:32AM Ms. Stephanie Holland I encourage those in charge of the redistributing in NC to make it a

bipartisan effort that is done in a democratic fashion.
Jul 28 2017 7:38AM Nan Cummins Current gerrymandered plan is in the courts, so you hire the same guy

who designed that plan to redesign it? What are you thinking?! You

can't aet awav with that.
Jul 28 2017 7:44AM Mrs. Jennifer Lietzke I am a concerned NC citizen and I am commenting today to ask that

the legislative redistricting process be carried out in a nonpartisan
manner, ideally by an independent commission and with the
opportunity for the public to comment on the final district map. The
issue of nonpartisan redistricting is fundamentally about preserving our
democracy. Both Democrats and Republicans won statewide races in
the last election, and assessments indicate that the voters in North
Carolina are fairly evenly split. In contrast, whenever elections were
based on districts, the scale leaned very heavily towards Republicans:
10 vs 3 for NC representatives in the U.S. house and veto-proof
majorities in both the state house and the state senate. Any process
that is designed to favor some voices or opinions over others is
fundamentally undemocratic and goes against the spirit of the NC and
US constitutions. Section 2 of article I of the state constitution states
"All political power is vested in and derived from the people; all
government of right originates from the people, is founded upon their
will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the whole." The
current districts do not represent a government originating from the
will of the people and the legislature needs to design truly fair and
representative districts when they draw new maps. Attempts at
gerrymandering for the purpose of gaining a political advantage are
unconstitutional and short sighted in that they are undermining our
core democratic principles for temporary political advantage. The
issues faced by this state will change. The demographics of this state
will change. However, once lost, democracy is very hard to regain.

Jul 28 2017 7:59AM Jody Smith The partisan redistricting going on in North Carolina and elsewhere for
far too long must stop! It is undemocratic. I urge you to conduct the
redistricting process in a way that:

1. Disregards the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregards the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strives for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4, Respects the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e.
rural western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Tries to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

Jul 28 2017 8:10AM Mr. Tom Fehsenfeld Nothing destroys confidence in our political system like the belief that
the game is rigged I prevents thoughtful discussion of social issues
because everything seems partisan. You have the power in your
hands to make sure that the make up of the general assembly reflects
the way people actually vote. Please make it happen.assembly match

Jul 28 2017 8:21AM Barbara Driscoll We need to have fair voting districts that represent the people who live
in those districts. Get this done in an impartial and fair way.

Jul 28 2017 9:03AM Mr. David Wright The redistricting process should be handled by a third party with more
fairness and less bias. Utilizing Thomas Hofeller again is a mistake. His
districts were found to be illegal, and he should no longer have a part
in the process.
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Jul 28 2017 9:41AM
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Jul 28 2017 9:50AM

Jul 28 2017 9:57AM

Jul 28 2017 10:04AM

Jul 28 2017 10:16AM

Mr. Jeffrey Gordon

Ms. Rebecca Crandall

Mr. Patrick Turner

jeff bohan

Ms. Regina George

Ms. Nancy Bradley

Mr. Russ Root

Shannon Wymer

Susan London

James Hawk

The Legislature should not be in the business/practice of
districting/redistricting. This should be left to independent, non-
partisan bodies. The reasons are obvious - partisan districting doesn't
serve anyone except the incumbent. It is nearly impossible to remove
the biases that would naturally exist by asking an incumbent to draw a
district. And, with a goal of having MORE voter participation, not less,
districts should fairly represent the distribution of voters... a task more
efficiently and effectively done by an outside entity that specializes in

PoTR P2 SN Ve PO

The Independent Redistricting Commission shall revise the Senate /
House / Congressional districts so that, to the extent possible, those
districts meet the following goals:

e Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and the
United States voting rights act;

e Congressional districts shall have equal population to the extent
practicable, and state legislative districts shall have equal population to
the extent practicable;

Districts shall be geographically compact and contiguous to the extent
practicable;

e District boundaries shall respect Communities of Interest to the
extent practicable;

e To the extent practicable, district lines shall use visible geographic
features, city, town and county boundaries, and undivided census
tracts;

¢ To the extent practicable, competitive districts should be favored
where to do so would create no significant detriment to the other
goals;

e Districts in the State may NOT be established with the major purpose
of diluting the voting strength of any person, or group, including any
political party, except as necessary to comply with the requirements of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

e The place of residence of any incumbent or political candidate shall
not be considered in the creation of a map. Districts shall not be drawn
for the purpose of favoring or discriminating against an incumbent,
political candidate, or political party.

As used herein, a “Community of Interest” is a contiguous population

wihirh charac ~ammAan cacial and ArAanAamic intarackte that chanld kha

Please adopt a non-paratisan methodology for your redistricting

efforts. All gerrymandering, not just race-based gerrymandering is a
form of voter suppression and is inimical to a functioning democracy.
Developing districts that are as competitive as possible makes you, our
representatives accountable to the people, which is as it should be.
Incorporating nonpartizan practice into law for redistricting will serve
the current majority when the inevitable time comes that it is no longer
in power and would otherwise be subject to unfair and
unrepresentative district drawing from the other side.

Everybody should have the right to vote and every bodies vote should
count. I am demanding fair voting maps and fair elections. Protect
voting rights and end gerrymandering now! Get rid of Kris Kobach's

Cross check once and for all as well!

Voting districts should be determined solely on population. Any
consideration of Partisan politics such as race or income is distinctly
against the intentions of our constitution and the basic principles of

democracv. Please be American! Thank vou.
It's time for North Carolina to have fair and nonpartisan districts.

North Carolina citizens need to have real choices when it comes to
election time. Our state will be stronger when all sides work together

rather than one party being in control. Please draw up maps with fair
and nonnartisan districts.
I am in support of setting up Independent Commissions to draw fair

voting maps in North Carolina.
I demand that our legislators do the right thing and stop

Gerrvmanderina to allow unfair elections.
I want districts that make sense and are fair. I want to be able to elect

a representative that has my interests in mind. Right now, we have
districts that encompass part of Furham all the way to Lee County.

That isn't fair for anyone. The needs of Durham are vastly different
from the riiral areas.
I think you need to do your jobs instead of hemming and hawing about

the redistricting ordered by the court to correct the obvious, partisan
gerrymandering of our state. Forcing your agenda on residents of this
state by stacking the deck in your favor is absolutely antithetical to
what our country was founded on. It's wrong, and this constituent
wante it fivedl

Keeping this short:

The redistricting process must be carried out in a nonpartisan manner
by an independent commission.

There must be an opportunity for the public to comment on the final
district map.

I consider this to be a fundamental issue in ensuring our democracy.
The technology available today and advancing in the future creates an
environment in which the elected choose their voters. Keep in mind
that you legislators work for for us, the citizens of North Carolina.

Thank you!

Page 33 of 381

case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-JEP Document 187-? Filed 09/15/17 Paae 34 of 38?2



502

503

504

505

506

507

508

509

510

Jul 28 2017 10:17AM

Jul 28 2017 10:24AM
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Mrs. Hazel Poolos

Mrs. Christine Sashegyi

Mrs. Maria Butts

Mrs. Laura Ingram

Craig Sherwin

Mrs. Hilda A. Highfill

Mrs. Stacey Stallings

Ms. Gail Waldeck

Ms. Alexandra Dilworth

I am watching as you re-draw the illegally gerrymandered voting
districts. I want districts that are contiguous, with boundaries that are
geographic rather than drawn with the intent of diluting votes from

either partv.
Redistrict in a way to represent the PEOPLE to vote in their candidate,

not the candidate choosing the people. It is not American, and it is not
constitutional. This rip off of the American voting system has got to
end. Right now, I don't feel represented, and not one of my
representatives, federal or state, feels the need to listen to anything I
say, all my requests and letters and emails can be ignored because 1
have no voice, no one to listen to me. How is that American? We are
supposed to be represented in this country whether the person in
office is your party or not. Time to take redistricting out of politics and
leave it up to independent boards to draw the lines. Time to take it
away from political affiliation, race, ridiculous drawings of districts--
keep it more as a block i.e., county, and area appropriate.

House Speaker Tim Moore & Senate Pro Tem Phil Berger,
Please let HB200 and SB209 be given a vote. We need non-partisan

redistributina.
The redistricting process should be completed by an independent, non-

partisan entity so that we avoid the targeting of minorities "with near-
surgical precision." We most certainly do not need Hofeller involved in
the process again. The process should be completely transparent.

Gerrymandering has harmed the governance in North Carolina and
twisted the will of the people for far too long. It goes back generations
and has harmed Republican voices in the state more than it's harmed
Democrat. It's time to set partisanship aside and establish governance
that reflects the will of the people and not party bosses. North Carolina
needs an independent redistricting commission isolated from party

infliianra

Too many voters in NC have been not had their votes counted fairly
because some

voting districts were not drawn impartially. It was 2011--six years ago--
that

the maps that included state legislative and congressional districts
were found

by federal courts to include unconstitutional gerrymanders! NOW is
the time

to correct these errors and redraw corrective maps without further
delay! To do

otherwise is to delay justice to those N. C. voters whose rights have
been

infringed upon. This is the first, vital step toward restitution!

Thank you for your prompt vote to redraw the unfair districts without
further

delay.

Sincerely,

I think that the real voter fraud is Gerrymandering. I think that its far
past time for our voting districts to be redrawn FAIRLY not only across
NC but our entire country. The districts should be redrawn and there
should be laws prohibiting this from ever happening again. When our
right to fairly elect our officials is taken away that is the most un-
American, illegal injustice I can think of. As a person of color and
female I feel that my right has just been so recently given to me to be
taken away again by back-door politicking and and manipulation. This
is injustice at its very core.

LUFaivch DA Nuemad Tl Al s ~a~NINLATLL

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4, Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

I strongly encourage the legislature to base the voting districts based
on sensible geography and population numbers and not on partisan
politics, nor with any racial/ethnic bias to who lives in a district. Please

consider the true meaning of a democratic government when drawing
lines for districts.
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Ms. Aylett Colston

Dr. Larry Wolf

Mrs. Beth Harvat

Mrs. Heather Roberts-
VanSickle

John Rich

Karen Devine

Mrs. Shawn O'Neill

Jeff Jennings

Mr. Richard Frazer

Gwendolyn Vila

The redistricting of North Carolina’s State House and State Senate
districts should be accomplished as quickly as possible using an
unbiased process and impartial, fair redistricting criteria that excludes
the use of partisan data (and that specifically does not allow using the
address of incumbents).

Specifically, the Redistricting Committe should revise the senate and
house districts so that those districts meet the following goals:

e Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and the
United States Voting Rights Act;

¢ Congressional districts shall have equal population to the extent
practicable, and state legislative districts shall have equal population to
the extent practicable;

e Districts shall be geographically compact and contiguous to the
extent practicable;

e District boundaries shall respect Communities of Interest (as defined
below) to the extent practicable;

e To the extent practicable, district lines shall use visible geographic
features, city, town and county boundaries, and undivided census
tracts;

o Competitive districts should be favored where to do so would create
no significant detriment to the other goals;

e Districts in the State may NOT be established with the major purpose
of diluting the voting strength of any person, or group, including any
political party.

e The place of residence of any incumbent or political candidate shall
not be considered in the creation of a map. Districts shall not be drawn
for the purpose of favoring or discriminating against any incumbent,
political candidate, or political party.

Ac 1iead harain A Wammiinihs Af TRtaract! ic A ~rAantiAaiiAnLie nAannilabian

I urge the NCGA to adopt a plan that promotes nonpartisan election
districts.

It is time NOW to stop all forms of gerrymandering. It is possible to
draw district lines without explicit or implicit racial or partisan bias.

DO IT NOW.

I am writing to strongly urge that a non-partisan method to do
redistricting be set up as soon as possible for the state of NC. In a
state that is evenly divided, it is undemocratic, let alone
unconstitutional, to have created gerrymandered districts that have so
dramatically tipped the representative balance toward the party in
power. The state has suffered seriously in light of this uneven
representation and wasted much money in defending unconstitutional
laws arising from extreme ideology. Restore integrity to the election
process! Create a non-partisan commission to do redistricting and give
them the power to do it in time to allow a special election that meets
the court's requirements.

Please use the following to re-draw districts:

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature

3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

B Tris tn hava a Adictricrt'ce hnaiindariac nat At arrace Faninhg linac

We want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics. Please use an
accountable independent commission to draw the House and Senate
Districts that are fair, compact and functional by using general
population demographics and without consideration to political party
registration, voting history or any other partisan political criteria.

I believe there should be a non partisan panel to redraw the lines for
the voting districts. If they can come up with a methmatical model
and keep people out of it all the better. Gerrymandering has been
around a long time, but it does not make it right, it tends to bring out
the candidates with the most extreme views.

Also, I would consider allowing independents vote in the primary of

their choosing without having to change their party affiliation in order
+n An it

Please re-create the district maps so that they are fair. Everyone

deserves an equal say in our voting process.

I feel strongly that all voting districts need to be drawn using non-
partisan processes. The current gerrymandering is not serving our
voters or our state well. Reform of this system is greatly needed.

Sincerelv. Jeff lJenninas
Please appoint an independent council to draw the maps for

redistricting!

I moved to NC 3 years ago, and since that time, I have rarely felt
represented in the NC General Assembly. Please use nonpartisan
criteria in drawing the new districts, so that ALL North Carolinians can
have their voices heard.
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Dr. Cody Perkins

Herbert Amey

Kathleen Johnson
Richard Wasch

Ms. Cathy Holt

Ms. Joanne Kalp

Mrs. Dorothy Schneider

I encourage the committee charged with redrawing North Carolina’s
legislative districts to do so in a fair, non-partisan way. The courts
have already ruled that the last process led to discriminatory districts,
a cynical approach that devalued North Carolinians’ votes. Instead of
repeating that process, please take your responsibility seriously.

Several models exist for guiding the fair redistricting process. Reject
the partisan nonsense led by consultants like Mr. Hofeller. Instead,
look to non-partisan experts to help establish criteria for the new
maps. Professor Moon Duchin of Tufts University has done outstanding
work and helped establish efficiency models to ensure every voter’s
ballot counts. Common Cause has helped lead anti-gerrymandering
efforts against Democrats and Republicans, always holding the position
that fair voting is more important than partisan advantage.

Compromise is essential. Our state is nearly evenly divided between
support for Democrats and Republicans. Our legislature should reflect
that division and embrace the debate that ensues. We need checks
and balances in our government, but at the moment we have two
embattled branches wasting money on lawsuits over procedure rather
than policy.

Our state has become a joke. I grew up in Flint, Michigan, and when I
tell people that, they inevitably respond with a look of concern. I get
questions about corruption, lead-tainted water, and Michael Moore
documentaries. More recently, when I tell people I live in North
Carolina, that same look creeps into their eyes. Teaching at a boarding
school, my students come from several other states and countries. The
reputation of our state precedes itself in my students’ eyes. Everyone
wants to know how North Carolina got to be like this.

Fairness -- not political or racial gerrymandering -- should be the only
criterion when drawing maps to satisfy the court's order. The voters
and the federal judiciary system are watching this process carefully.
You should fix the affected and adjacent districts but leave statewide
redistricting until after the 2020 census. Prior to that, act on S209 and
H714 and H200 to ensure future districting maps are done correctly.

Make elections fair! Redistricting should not be done on a political

basis.
Nonpartisan redistributing is the only fair approach - doesn't matter if

you are Republican or Democrat. Implement HB200!
1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’'s boundaries

4. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines.

Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

. Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines

HOonN =

1. Disregard the political affiliation and race of voters

2. Disregard the location of any sitting member of the legislature
3. Strive for a compact shape of the district’s boundaries

4, Respect the natural economic affiliation of communities, i.e. rural
western NC counties have little in common with the counties
surrounding Charlotte.

5. Try to have a district’s boundaries not cut across county lines
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Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-JEP

Mr. Herman Anderson

Mr. Ricky Rawlins

Julia Bryan

Susan N

Mr. Kenneth Kahn

Mr. Michael hi Weaver

Mike Lumpkin

Jean Cassiy

Mr. Greg Goodman

John King

The Independent Redistricting Commission shall revise the senate /
house / congressional districts so that, to the extent possible, those
districts meet the following goals:

e Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and the
United States voting rights act;

e Congressional districts shall have equal population to the extent
practicable, and state legislative districts shall have equal population to
the extent practicable;

Districts shall be geographically compact and contiguous to the extent
practicable;

e District boundaries shall respect Communities of Interest to the
extent practicable;

¢ To the extent practicable, district lines shall use visible geographic
features, city, town and county boundaries, and undivided census
tracts;

¢ To the extent practicable, competitive districts should be favored
where to do so

would create no significant detriment to the other goals;

o Districts in the State may NOT be established with the major purpose
of diluting the voting strength of any person, or group, including any
political party, except as necessary to comply with the requirements of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

e The place of residence of any incumbent or political candidate shall
not be considered in the creation of a map. Districts shall not be drawn
for the purpose of favoring or discriminating against an incumbent,
political candidate, or political party.

As used herein, a "Community of Interest” is a contiguous population
which shares common social and economic interests that should be

incliidAA wiithin A cinAala Aictrick fFAr niirnAacac Af ke AFFAREI A AnA fair

The citizens of North Carolina and the entire Nation are fed up with
politicians gaming the system and unfairly fixing elections through
gerrymandering. Stop putting political party and special interests

groups as your primary concern, and use your elected office to
renresent all citizens in a fair. ethical manner.
Redistricting and gerrymandering for racial and/or strictly partisan

advantage have taken the voice away from the citizens of North
Carolina and completely undermined democracy in this state. It is past
time that drawing all district lines be done in a nonpartisan manner.

Thank you for inviting this feedback.
I would like to see a nonpartisan group set the new redistricting
boundaries. It is vital to be neutral with political and racial lines.

Susan Bolton.
This should be a given: Sensible folks do not let the fox guard the

henhouse if they want to keep their chickens and their eggs. In case
this is not clear, no member of the legislative bodies of North Carolina
should be able to control or influence the creation and editing of
districts. The conflicts of interest are blatantly clear, and the
temptations are all too clearly overpowering. It is past time for the
manner of district definitions to be in the hands of independent citizens
who will collaboratively create fair districts that more accurately reflect
the political affiliations, preferences and interests of the population of
our state. These folks should truly be private citizens with no vested
political interests beyond their stated political affiliations and whom
should hold no public office other than this one. Their responsibility is
solely to periodically manage the district definitions to ensure fairness
and accurate representation. The penalty for any attempt to influence
these citizens by money or coercion should be very harsh, as should
any future attempt to suborn the democratic process.

Regarding how that fairness is created by the district definitions, it is
clearly a complex affair. But a place to start may be to enforce a rule
that groups people geographically in such way that there are no "carve-
out" areas -- e.g., that every voter in any given district live no further
away from any other voter in the same district than XX miles (TBD).

Ultimately, the proof is in the pudding, though, and should any
redistricting effort result in gross misrepresentation (to be defined),
emergency and timely redistricting should be ordered, without appeal,
by the courts.

Thank you for requesting our input. We look forward to restoring
North Carolina's status as a representative democracy, preeminent in

fairnAace amAana thaca LlnikAaAd Chabac

Can we ALL -- both parties -- please put NATION ahead of party, and
do what is best for all this country's citizens? Winning is not Goal 1!

It is essential that new legislative district be drawn in a non-partisan
fashion. Please do what's right for the people of North Carolina, not
what's advantageous to your political party.

Thanks.

Please make sure that the redistricting lines are drawn by a non-
partisan citizen committee. We are paving attention.

It's time to put patriotism before party. Get redistricting done and

make it fair to everyone. No more partisan maps!
I am absolutely appalled at the ongoimg geremandering attempts by

the GOP and the total disregard for the rule and spirit of the law. If you
cannot win by vour policies. aet out of office.
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Tom High

Mr. JOHN STERLING

Mr. JOHN STERLING

Ms. Sherry Lubic

Mr. William Lubic

Ms. Heather Ferguson
Ms. Deborah Freeman

Mrs. Cheryl Hayden

Dr. Nancy Spann

Mary Mayer

Ms. Mary Jones

Mrs. Lois Hinson
Dr. Timothy Spira

Mr. Dean Brodhag

Susan Hemphill

Mr. Samuel Hess

Ms. Kirsten Kramer

Form a nonpartisan commission, consisting of those versed in elections
law, computer application, demographics, along with members of the
general public. No politicians, and no one affiliated with political
advocacy/policy nonprofits. Have members serve staggered terms, and
be appointed by former governors Martin and Hunt during the initial
process, and have new members elected by the commission itself as

tarme avnira

Fairness is what people want. Any poll you want to look at will tell you
that citizens are fed up with partisan politics. They want elected

officials to put PUBLIC interest ahead of parisan
Fairness is what people want. Any poll you want to look at will tell you

that citizens are fed up with partisan politics. They want elected

officials to put PUBLIC interest ahead of parties.

The partisan gerrymandering that has occurred in NC is
unconscionable, creating unfair representation in the US House, the NC
House and NC Senate. As a NC taxpayer and voter, I demand NC

districts be redrawn in a nonnartisan manner.

The partisan gerrymandering that has occurred in NC is
unconscionable, creating unfair representation in the US House, the NC
House and NC Senate. As a NC taxpayer and voter, I demand NC

districts be redrawn in a nonnartisan manner.
We need non-partisan redistricting! The Republican drawn maps were

an assault on democracy!

I support voting districts that are free of partisan politics. Please re-
draw districts in a fair and non-partisan way. Thank you.

Please give full legal representation to the people of North Carolina.
The illegal gerrymandering in our State has to stop. When the
Supreme Court recognizes the inherent racism that is the reason
behind the illegal drawing of voting districts, it is appalling that our
General Assembly continues to flaunt the law and push through their
personal agenda rather than the long term interest of their
constituents.

We were extremely disappointed in the General Assembly's vote
against clean energy (wind farms) and education and wholly support
the Governor in his bid the reinstate North Carolina as a place where
business and people want to locate.

Stop thie gerrymandering now or there will long term consequences for

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics. Please establish
an independent nonpartisan commission to determine fair voting maps.
This is the best plan for NC so that all citizens get a fair chance to
choose their legislators.

I want nonpartisan redistricting criteria used for drawing new
legislative voting maps in NC. Republicans: Stop procrastinating and
obstructing justice! The Supreme Court has ruled. End gerrymandering
NOW. Even though North Carolina’s voting population is evenly split
along partisan lines, Republicans control 10 U.S. House seats
compared to only three for Democrats. Using race to enforce an unfair
advantage for Republicans is simply wrong.

This process must be fair and open, NOT created behind closed doors.
It should be drawn up by non-partisan or at least bi-partisan
mapmakers and certainly NOT by the group that made the current
illegal maps. They must NOT be 'packed' either racially or by party
affiliation.The maps should be created in a timely fashion...no more
ctallina

We are watching as you redraw the illegally drawn voting districts.

I sincerely hope and trust that you will follow the recent court ruling
and set up unbiased voting districts in North Carolina. To accomplish
this it is essential that an independent commission be established to

draw fair voting maps in our state.
Thank vori.
My preference is for the Common Cause non partisan maps of the

Senate and House. They are the least biased of the all proposed,

Please implement them.

Districts should not be drawn by which ever political party is in power
at the time. There should be an impartial, statistical, and scientific
analysis applied by a non-partisan agent(s). The districts should be
drawn so that the elected representative is easily and equitably

accessihle aenaranhicallv to all constitiients.
I want to make it clear that I totally support setting up Independent

Commissions to draw up fair voting maps in North Carolina. The fact
that 40% of our state House district elections in 2016 were

uncontested is disaustinalv undemocratic.
I have researched Gerrymandering in great detail. As a mathematician,

computer engineer, and American, I can safely say that Partisan
Redistricting is over the top and needs to end! In my 50+ years of life,
I have been voted as a Republican, an Independent, and a Democrat.
From all points of view, I have found this practice to undermine
Democracy and enhance partisan divide and insult voters.

I am a strong supporter of HB200/SB209 and encourage the NCGA to
take the high ground and put an end to partisan redistricting.

As it stands NC is THE MOST GERRYMANDERED state! We are a
laughing stock with only 7% of votes actually mattering. To call NC a
democratic republic is a farce.

Please remember how you felt when being blocked by Dem's and take
the high road for the people.

Thank you for listening and hopefully considering being stronger than
the Dem's were before you.
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Ms. Linda Bennett

Ms. Mary Endres

Ms. Janice Garver

Ms. Deborah Thurston

Robert Aldrich

Mrs. Patricia Harms

Mr. Marshall Bennett

Mr. Jeffrey Hardin

Ms. Michele Adler

Ms. Pamela Quattrini

Christine Van Gorder

Mrs. Risa Botvinick

Ms. Linda Sharp

Ms. Joanne McGrath

Sharon Burkitt

Thomas Graham

I request that North Carolina General Assembly' immediately move to
use a non-partisan commission to fairly redistrict the entire state. This
must be completely non-partisan and reflect the general population.
This redistricing should not be subject to any election and be repeated
as new census results are available. This should be codified as state
law so that no political party can tamper with districts to enhance their
power base after each election. New elections should be held in any
district affected by redrawing district maps.

For the sake of our Democracy and for our state, please end both
racial and political gerrymandering. Both major parties have been
equally 'guilty' of gerrymandering, pretty much throughout our
country's history and our state's history. This is one tradition that
needs to end.

Put your duty to serve ahead of your party and your own personal
ambitions. We are a diverse state and a diverse country, and make-up
of our state legislature, and our representatives to the US Congress
ought to proportionally reflect that diversity.

I believe our country and our Democracy is in peril now - from within -
largely as the result of gerrymandering.

If your primary loyalty is to your party, you are in the wrong business.

Please have a non-partison group redesign the legislative districts. The
current shape of District 116 with McHenry in office seems ridiculous.It
spans from Asheville to Gastonia. How can it be representative of the

views of people ranging from such a distance in the state?

I am in support of setting up Independent Commissions to set up fair
voting districts in NC. Gerrymandering does not result in a fair or
accurate representation of your actual constituency. It is important
that our General Assembly actually represent all the people of NC, not

ilist a few.
I want an impartial, non-partisan council to redraw the voting districts

along non-racial and non-political lines. Our gerrymandered voting
directly undermjnes our state democracy and humilates North Carolina
nationally. We NEED non-partisian voting districts.

Gerrymandering makes for unfair elections. It has had a definite
negative effect on North Carolina elections. It is time to emulate
states like Iowa that have independent commissions to establish

districts.
STOP. POLITICAL. GERRYMANDERING. IF YOU'RE TOO SCARED TO

RUN IN FAIR DISTRICTS, YOU SHOULD NOT BE IN OFFICE. STOP IT.

I am in favor of a non-partisan form of redistricting that respects local
interests and the integrity of the democratic process. Whether
Democrat or Republican, voters should choose their representatives
based on ideas, not on artificially drawn lines. As it has been,

representatives have chosen their voters. This is not only wrong, it is
1inaiictainahle in an nnan cnrieatv

I would like to see nonpartisan redistricting. North Carolina deserves
fair voting maps & fair elections!

We need INDEPENTDENT, NON-PARTISAN people to do this work,
evenly and equally divided between the genders (all of them-maybe
according to percentage of population base - you know 51% female,

43% male, 6% 'other'). Political party affiliation should not be taken
infto consideration.
North Carolina is one of the most gerrymandered states in the country!

This does not allow for a fair election. Everyone's vote needs to count,
that is what true democracy is based on! Please let North Carolina be

the amazing state it was meant to be! Please redistrict in a fair and
even wavl
Not using a nonpartisan system to create Congressional and General

Assembly districts has resulted in the absence of competition for seats
in many districts. No competition means no accountability. Being a
representative should mean being accountable to voters. Furthermore,
one vote should have the same value as any other vote. I am
disgusted by the creation of preposterous district lines, which reveal
that districts were designed to serve the majority party, not to serve
the electorate. Remedy this serious problem by adopting a nonpartisan
method of drawing district maps.

I encourage you to create districts that allow voters to pick their
representatives, and not the other way around; avoid racial and

partisan aerrvmanderina: and be fair and open. Thank vou.
Fair redistricting determined on a strictly nonpartisan basis is

absolutely essential to our democracy.
Legislative disctricts in North Carolina should be drawn on as much of

a grid as possible, WITHOUT CONSIDERATION WHATSOEVER to the
politics or race of the residents of the district. Voters should choose
the representative, not the other way around.

I've been a citizen of NC for 66 years and a voter for 44. Please be big
minded enough to set up non-partisan redistricting. End the abuse of
power by whichever party has the majority when the census occurs. In
the long term we will have better government if you do.
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Diane McPhail

Mr. William Romanelli

Christina van Dorsten

Ms. Anuja Purohit

Mrs. Kathy Lochoff

Ms. Susan Longerbone

Mr. Robert Hyman

Mr. Andrew Wooster
albert robert rubin

Mrs. Marita Gonsalves

Bob Smith

Mrs. Michelle Torres

Mr. Lonnie Bledsoe

Ms. Kim Winz

Mrs. Jessica McCrory

Ms. Susan Archer

Melissa Scott

Dr. Jill Slee

Our voting districts have been gerrymandered in a way that enables
political parties to control results. This applies to both parties. Our
state must have redistricting that reflects both geographical reality and
population balance in order to have fair and truly representative
voting. Please work for us the people of this state to eliminate
gerrymandering and to redistrict in @ manner that represents the
balance and fairness we deserve to have for our vote.

Stop the gerrymandering ! We need fair and honest voting regions.

I am strongly in favor of non-partisan redistricting. There should be no
such thing as "safe" districts for either party. Each district should be
as competitive as possible to give NC residents actual choice.

I request that the adoption of a fair, nonpartisan methodology in
drawing the district maps. In a democracy , citizens deserve to have
their votes to be counted equally and not diluted by any party.

I strongly urge lawmakers to support the redistricting process that
supports and open and fair drawing of political district maps that
prevents racial and partisan gerrymandering and allows people to
choose their political representatives.

Thank vnii
Districts should be drawn with as much of a geographical grid as

possible without regard to race or political affiliation. There should not
be any long spikes or odd shaped districts which traverse several

counties.
Right now, North Carolina only has a semblance of Democracy,

and the people have suffered because of that. The only

Way back to a true and robust democracy is to draw fair and
Competitive legislative districts. This will finally serve

the public good. We, the people, must select our our

leniclatare and leaiclatnre miict nnt calert their unterc

I strongly support non-partisan optimally compact redistricting.

thank you for your work on redistricting. the voting process is vital to
the preservation of our representative form of government and should
not be diluted through partisanship or bias in districting. we deserve a

non-partisan process in the development of voting district lines. thank
voll aaain for vour efforts in redistrictina
We need voting districts that are free from partisan politics. Let us

vote for our lawmakers and not the other way around!
When redistricting please use the Shortest Splitline method or a
computer algorithm that creates the best districts based on

compactness. Thank vou.
I support a process for drawing political district maps that is fair and

open, that avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering and allows voters
to pick their political representatives, not the other way around. I urge

lawmakers to support a redistricting process that follows these guiding
nrincinles. Demancracv is at stakel
Make the lines follow county lines. NC has 100 counties so this

shouldn't be difficult.

There would be only a few cases where a County had to be split and
even then it should be done with a straight

line. Some of the outlawed districts are really pathetic and it doesn't
take a genius to figure out why they were drawn the way they were.

I want a redistricting process that is fair and open. Partisan
gerrymandering has gone much too far in recent years. As a voter in
North Carolina, I will be watching!

I would like to see a redistricting process that is:

fair and open;

avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way

arolind.
We need our democracy to be reborn in the drawing of our districts.

We need them to be done in a non-partisan and non-racist way. We
all are hurt when we are not true to our democratic principles. It is
past time for fairness to lead the way to an honest future.

when drawing political district maps it should
go without saying the districts ought to:

be fair and open;

avoid racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allow voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
arniind
Independent non-partisan citizens should be in charge of creating all

districts that have equal amounts of Democrats, Republicans,
Independents, and the unaffiliated. Peer-reviewed scientific research
should guide independent non-partisan redistricting decisions, and in
fact peer-reviewed scientific research should guide decision-making in
all aspects of governing and the voting process; without influence from
lobbyists, wealth or financial interests, and/or reelection self-interests.
Voting rights and participation should be open, transparent, unfettered,
and easy for all types of folks. Nothing should be done that limits any
individual voter or voting group from fully participating. In addition,
means should be given to guarantee that voting in NC is free from
Russian or outside manipulation, and that our personal voting
information is kept 100% secure here in NC, and not given to a
national Whitehouse database. Thank you.
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Mr. George Huntley

Tim Scales

Dr. Sam Pearsall

Susan Dodder

Mrs. Lynn Pritchard

Dr. Peter Anderson

Jennifer Rudolph

Dr. Sarah Carmichael

Both House and Senate, democrats and Republicans need to first
agree that fair elections are the foundation for sound governing in a
strong democracy. We need each representative to commit to doing
the right thing and re-draw districts fairly.Lots of folks feel like the kind
of opportunism at play as the current districts are drawn is unethical.

Don't wait until the other party gains control, take the high road now
and An tha riaht thina

I strongly support a nonpartisan, unbiased committee to oversee
redrawing of congressional districts.

Please cease all delaying tactics and buckle down to the people's
business of redrawing NC's voting districts so that all voters, black,
white and hispanic; Democratic, Republican, and independent are fairly
and equally represented. Yes, it's common knowledge that the party in
power has always drawn districts to their own advantage, but a history

of wrongs does not make a right. Now is your chance to do the right
thinal
Ordinary citizens feel they have no say in who represents them. In my

former district there was absolutely no opposition for our legislator.
Citizens are at the end of their patience and are frustrated with the
partisan gridlock, entrenched incumbents, blatant obstructionism,
power grabbing, and failure to compromise. When we consider how
lawmakers, Republican or Democrat; once in power, routinely use
gerrymandering to stay in power and are no longer accountable to the
people.

This state spends millions of dollars in taxpayer money for redistricting
litigation. It is NOW time to end gerrymandering. I support the passage
of HB200 and SB209 so that the citizens of North Carolina can know
that our legislative districts are drawn fairly. The time has come to
end gerrymandering and restore full democracy to our state.

I urge you to support these bills.

Shame on those who created and passed voter redistricting lines that
were unconstitutional and illegal. Our previous governor was voted out
because of ideas such as this one. I hope you got the message that
the people of North Carolina won't tollerate illegal plans certain
members have and try to push through. And the new lines had better
be carefully and fairly done this time.

I vinn DritrharAd
Essentially, districts should be drawn so that the demographics of the

district are represented in the outcome of the voters. At this time, it
may be best to study how districts were drawn 50 years ago as the
manipulation of district boundaries has been in practice for a long time.
The gerrymandering has been crystal clear to the courts and to most
observers. The Republicans may be too deep into it and therefore it
may also be best if an independent commission/consultant redraw the

mMmanc

Our beautiful state used to be in the headlines for the best place to
raise a family, go to college, vacation, or be welcomed because of its
diverse mix of old southern charm coupled with 21st century progress.

But the national headlines today make me sad for our state.
Gerrymandering, racial and partisan profiling, and lawsuits costing the
North Carolinian taxpayers millions, are dominating the local and
national news. We have now become “that state” where revenge
politics rules and certain officials are living in the past instead of
moving forward based on what is right for our future.

The more I learn about gerrymandering the more I realize that it is the
single most important issue facing North Carolina right now. Denying a
vote on independent re-districting (HB200) means the elected officials
in charge are worried about the effects of fair maps on the next
election. Fair maps create competitive campaigns. If these officials are
worried about that, then we have every right to be worried about the
future of democracy in North Carolina.

The NCGOP has shown that it can not be trusted to draw fair maps.
The sheer gall they have to re-hire Dr Hofeller to re-draw the maps
and NOT allow the committee full access to him shows their nefarious
intent. If the courts don't demand an independent commission to draw
new maps then the NCGA must do the right thing and vote to pass
HB200 themselves.

Partisan gerrymandering has long been a problem in this state and it
needs to stop. It only results in frustration and disenfranchisement and
increasingly extreme polarization, and discourages people from being
involved in state politics because why bother trying to be involved if
there's no way you can ever hope to win if you're in a safe district for
the opposing party? Why bother trying to reach across to all your
constituents if you're in a safe district for your own part? Each side is
guilty of this at different times, but it is now at the point where it is
tearing our state apart. I'm an independent voter in Ashe County and
I fully support and encourage independent redistricting. No one's seat
should be safe.
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Jul 30 2017 10:44AM

Jul 30 2017 10:44AM

Jul 30 2017 10:55AM

Mrs. Marie Garlock

Dr. Margaret Silkstone

Ms. Ann Seymour

Mrs. Rita Parham

Rosemary Stark.
Ms. Laura Abraham

Mr. David Molinaro

Ms. Ruby Coughenour

Daniel Sircar

Ms. Patrick Berger

Veva Silva

Bill Roach

It is imperative that this not be a racist, classist, manipulated practice
in simply serving GOP wishes to disenfranchise the voters of this state.
It is imperative that partisan processes--for ANY ideology--not
influence the structure of districts for NCGA. In the meantime, we call
upon the NCGA, as an unconstitutionally-constituted body, to cease
and desist all its legislative proceedings that are comprised of passing
ANY new laws. Honestly, the laws you've passed thus far in session
since the election SHOULD not be able to negatively affect our people
any longer, either! In this stolen super-majority, you DO NOT currently
and accurately represent the will of the voters of NC. God is watching,
alongside all your constituents.

I support a fair and open process for creating new districts. It should
not be left to one party to create the districts but to a nonpartisan
group that makes the new maps. Counties should not be so divided
and communities should be kept together with new maps.

Fix this now. What this legislature has done to voters is a disgrace and
against the law.

The process of redistricting needs to be completed fairly and rapidly. It
is so disheartening to see the behavior of our legislators in their refusal

to advance this process.
NC badly needs a non partisan redistributing commission so that

neither party can gerrymander ever again.

Please let districts reflect their communities, not abstract shapes to
take away the voting impact of marainalized people.

Responsibility for redistricting should be vested in an independent
special commission, with membership that reflects the diversity of the
unit of government, including citizens at large, representatives of
public interest groups, and members of minority groups.

Criteria: Districts should be apportioned primarily according to
population (‘one person one vote’). Districts should be single-member,
compact, convenient, contiguous, and reflect communities of interest.

Other Additional criteria should:

 Be enforceable in court

¢ Require: Substantially equal population, geographic contiguity,
effective representation of racial and linguistic minorities

e Provide for promotion of partisan fairness, preservation and
protection of ‘communities of interest’, respect for boundaries of
municipalities and counties

e Compactness and competitiveness may also be considered as criteria
so long as they do not conflict with the above criteria

o Explicitly reject: Protection of incumbents. Do not use of addresses of
incumbents or political affiliation of registered voters or other partisan
data.

I share the views of Democracy NC. We need districts that are fair and
open, avoiding racial or partisan gerrymandering. We need districts
that allow voters to pick their political representatives, not the other

wav around.
I support a process for drawing political district maps that is fair and

open; avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

I urge lawmakers to support a redistricting process that follows these
guiding principles. I also urge lawmakers to follow the efficiency gap
standards developed by researchers when considering redistricting for

fairnacc

To whom it may concern. I am a lifetime resident of North Carolina. I
am writing to demand an independent redistricting process. The courts
have found that the maps were drawn with "surgical precision" to
undermine the political power of African Americans, by packing some
districts while making others safely Republican. Racial gerrymandering
has a long and sorted history in NC and the south in general.
Segregationist Democrats used the same tactics and more to suppress
the democratic representation of people of color under Jim Crow. The
current GOP strategy aided by modern technology has taken this
historical racial injustice and brought it into the 21st century. This is
unacceptable. It is clear now that the only concern of the NC General
Assembly is to hold onto their ill-gotten power. It is profoundly
undemocratic for representatives to be able to choose their
constituents. Rather voters should be able to elect people to represent
themselves without fear that the color of their skin or their voter
history will be used to undermine their access to democratic
representation. That is why I am demanding an independent body to
redraw the districts in our state. The General assembly cannot be
trusted to objectively draw their own maps. There must be an
independent body to take on this essential task if we are to save our
representative democracy.

I am concerned about partisan gerrymandering in our state. Please
vote to make districts that are geographically reasonable and reflect
the racial diversity in a way that will not disenfranchise voters of color
or religious minorities. There should be voting areas in our state that
are not maioritv white

I support nonpartisan redistricting. No single political party should be
in charge of establishing voting districts. I believe that this will allow
political debate\discourse which will fairly reflect all sides of an issue.
Neither political party should be in a position to neglect the views of up
to 50% of the voters with little regard for consequences.
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Jul 30 2017 3:48PM

Nicole Bader

Mrs. Beth Harper

Dr. Scott Harper

Ms. Marge Shelton

Mrs. Amy Shuman

Ms. Anne Zangi

Mrs. Valerie
Brockenbrough

Dr. Ignatius Britto

Mr. Ryan Collins

Ms. Christina Graybard

Dr. Margaret Britto

Mr. Perry McCorkle

Gerrymandering hurts all of us. Please make FAIR maps by using an
impartial third party to draw them!

I support a process for drawing political district maps that is:

fair and open;

avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

I urge lawmakers to support a redistricting process that follows these
guiding principles.

Thank you,

I support a process for drawing political district maps that is:

fair and open;

avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

I urge lawmakers to support a redistricting process that follows these

nidina nrincinlac

As a result of partisanship, North Carolina is known around the world
as an example of how NOT to govern. We need our state and federal
governments to be representative of our actual population, and we

need nonpartisan redistricting. Right now we have a state filled with
little fiefdoms. We can do hetter.
Thank you for seeking public comment about redistricting. Please draw

district lines that are fair and avoid racial and partisan gerrymandering.
Ultimately, redistricting by an independent body seems that it would
solve a lot of issues and avoid costly legal fees. Both Republicans and
Democrats have supported this change over the years and introduced
bills to this effect. Please consider. In the meantime, please draw lines
that allow everyone's vote to count. Thank you for your time and for
serving North Carolina constituents.

Would it not be fair to draw the redistricting lines along county
borders? For large population counties, can we not just split them

proportionallv?
We need fair and open election, avoid racial or partisan

gerrymandering; and

allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around. It needs to be bi-partisan effort. The released EIP report,
North Carolina’s overall electoral integrity score of 58/100 for the 2016
election places us alongside authoritarian states and pseudo-
democracies like Cuba, Indonesia and Sierra Leone. This has to
change. North Carolina is not only the worst state in the USA for unfair
districting but the worst entity in the world ever analyzed by the
Electoral Integrity Project.Respect for democracy is not a partisan
issue.

I strongly support a democratic process to address. An independent
and bipartisan committee should be created.

This committee should periodically review and make proposals for
redristricting which should be adopted.

Having the legislative body to do this results in a very partisan process.
Thic ic rlearlv avident in the recent nlanc far redictrictinn
Gerrymandering has for centuries undermined fair elections in our

country by giving political parties representative power that is
disproportionate to their support across the state. Furthermore, it
makes elections less competitive and often results in elected officials
with more extreme ideologies. As a result, our state and congressional
leaders are not always representing the opinions and interests of most
North Carolinians. Nonpartisan redistricting would ensure fair and
competitive elections, which would result in elected officials who are
more responsive to the needs and voices of their citizens, rather than

their party.

Please take the right and moral path by transferring redistricting to a

I am in favor of the establishment of a bipartisan/nonpartisan
commission to do redistricting that rids NC of political gerrymandering.
Such commissions have been created in at least 15 states and have
succeeded in drawing districts that allow for fair voting.

A properly functioning democratic process is the cornerstone of our
American society.That is the main characteristic that differentiates us
from other countries and governments, that are "democratic" in name
only but are really led by dictatorial leaders, one party governments, or
corrupt politicians with their own personal agendas. In order to prevent
this from happening in our country we need to set up truly democratic
organizations to function as critical gatekeepers. I strongly urge the
legislature to support the setup of a permanent, INDEPENDENT,
bipartisan committee to be in charge of drawing or redrawing of district
lines. That is the only way to ensure that these decisions are as free
from party and personal interests as possible.

I worked in the Voting Section of the Civil Rights Division at DOJ and I
can say with certainty that it doesn't take months to draw district
maps. I would ask that the Legislature move forward with new maps
as soon as possible and not find excuses to delay this important
process. An independent Redistricting Commission needs to be put in
place immediately so that the people of North Carolina can have trust

in thair alartad ranracantativvac Thanle vnin
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Dr. Joan Jobsis

Dr. William Yeager

Ms. Patricia Rieser

Ms. Cheri DeRosia

Mr. Jamie MacKinnon
Mr. Robin Myer

Ms. Michele Phillips

Ms. Leesa Brieger

Lara Little

Mrs. Sarah Morse

Ms. Leigh Watts

We need a redistricting process that is free of racial and/or partisan
bias.

And, we need an independent redistricting process that neither party
(Republican or Democratic) can influence in the present or in the
future.

The citizens of this State deserve to have their votes count,to have
their voices heard, and to have representatives who serve their well-

hainAa and thair intaracte

It is time to stop playing games with voting rights. We need an
independent, non-partisan commission to re-district the NC legislature

and ijudicial seats.
Dear Public Servants,

We write in response to your invitation for comments regarding your
tardy and court-ordered effort to draw new maps for NC's federal and
state electoral districts. In our work experience, we would not have
been invited to “try again” after multiple attempts at my efforts had
been rebuffed and found inadequate by numerous courts, that’s sadly
not the case for Mr Lewis and Mr Hofeller.

We are among the MAJORITY of moderate NC citizens who are sick of
hyper-partisanship and the wild swings of power in our state. We want
to see districts that fairly represent ALL NC citizens.

Criteria we would like to see used include:

Compliance with the US Constitution and the Voting Rights Act
Districts with equal population

Districts that are contiguous and geographically compact

Districts that are competitive, as long as the above criteria are met
Districts that are NOT established with the purpose of diluting the
voting strength of any people, groups, or political parties

Districts that are NOT drawn to favor or discriminate against any
incumbent, political candidate, or political party.

The voters of this state, along with the courts, are following your
actions closely. Perhaps this time will be the charm, and you will finally
carry out the will of the majority of citizens who support fair districts.

Thank you.

Patti Rieser, RN, FNP (retired)

TAacanh \WAAllAavy DD
Do the right thing before a court makes you do it. Stop the ridiculous

expenditure of public funds to defend unfair districts. It's easy - use
the nonpartisan maps developed by Duke University and Common
Cause in 2016. Or somethina else. Just do it!

Anyone can tell when a district has been gerrymandered. A district
should look as close to a square or rectanale as possible.

I want an independent council to be responsible for redistricting all of
North Carolina's voting districts.

This must be done immediately as we are in limbo. And the
redistricting MUST be fair and open, avoid racial or partisan
gerrymandering, and allows voters to pick their political

representatives, not the other way around. If this does not happen -
then NC is not lonaer a democracv.
We sorely need non-partisan generation of district maps so that the

practice of racially-driven and/or partisan-driven districting ends (and
doesn't return). The current state of affairs with districting presents a
threat to our democracy, to which the current GOP super-majority
seems to have little interesting in adhering. But the voters are not OK
with that!

End this state of affairs - stop the practice of the legislators choosing
their voters rather than the other way around! Guarantee districting
that does not discriminate along partisan or racial lines. Get politics

el o€ AI_a._al. . RIMMAILL

All districts should be drawn to take into account population and
geography with no regard at all for voting history or party affiliation.
This nation was founded on the idea of a democracy where everyone

gets to vote - but this is negated if districts are drawn to suppress
votes.

I urge the NCGA to adopt a redistricting policy and procedure that is
wholly non partisan, as to completely avoid political, racial, and
socioeconomic gerrymandering. I support the establishment of an
independent redistricting body that would draw new, fair districts
completely separate and apart from the influence of elected officials,
lobbyists, and corporations. Thank you for this opportunity to submit
comment on this very important issue. I hope you will do your utmost
to ensure that North Carolina's government is a fair and representative
democracy that is a model for the nation and allows voters to choose
their representatives, not the other way around.

Maps should be drawn using no political, scientific criteria that divide
the state into districts of equal population size that are diverse. There
are software programs that can accomplish this without any bias.
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Ms. Demarie Anderson

Mr. Bruce Springthorpe

Dr. Ann Harlan

Mr. Ollie Treadway

Mr. Lawrence Turk

Mrs. Liz Noland

Robin Buchanan
Robin Buchanan
Ms. Linda Hartford

Maggi Jackson

Ms. kimberley korb

Jeanette Stokes

Mr. Marc Schaub

As a taxpaying voter, I implore you to draw the new legislative districts
in a fair and balanced manner. You, as our representatives, have a
responsibility to insure that we, as citizens, are fairly represented in
our government. Currently in NC, we are not represented equitably,
due to the extreme gerrymandering that has been allowed to continue.
This is not a partisan issue; if you look at it objectively, you would
realize it is a moral imperative to redraw the districts in a manner that
is in keeping with what our founders envisioned. Thank you.

The problem, as I see it, is that members of the legislature do not
WANT unbiased districts. It's a threat to their power, and to their
influential jobs. The is not an attack on the current majority. Their
counterparts did the same thing when they were in control. It's human
nature.

The solution, however, is not a "commission” or a "committee". When
humans draw districts they cannot help but be partisan, so use
technology to solve the problem.

A computer program can be written to perform that function without
any bias. This has been proven - I wrote such a program for the US
House districts and offered to give it to the State of NC in 2001.

That's the approach to be used. I'd volunteer my time, and I'm sure
others would do the same. I'm proposing that the software be
developed in the public domain so that it can be reviewed by
thousands of programmers to be sure that there is no manipulation of
the data or of the results. The cost to the state would be minimal or
non-existent and the fairness of results could not be challenged.
Sincerely,

Bruce Springthorpe

I am quite sick of the gerrymandering (by both parties). Our
representatives need to have fair and honest map lines drawn. No
more of this racial and political districting. I can assure you that
everyone I know feels the same way regardless of political perspective.
I think an independent and unbiased group (like the ACLU) should
draw the district lines. Take it out of the hands of the representatives

cen it ic nnt calf-cani/inn

It's critical that our districts be drawn to allow fair and open elections
of our representatives free of manipulation through gerrymandering by
political parties. A practice that our founding fathers would condemn as
contrary to the principles on which our country was founded. It's time
we started practicing true democracy again.

Partisan commissions will always be unfair and undemocratic. It's long
past time for nonpartisan redistricting. Your obscene gerrymandering
has created our state and national mess. So many "safe" seats means
we get reps that only serve their team's wingnuts.

I support a process for drawing political district maps that is: fair and
open; avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and allows voters to
pick their political representatives, not the other way around.

I urge lawmakers to support a nonpartisan redistricting process that
follows these guiding principles. I do not feel that the current method
of having lawmakers draw their own districts, results in representatives
who truly represent me or my fellow constituents in my region of NC.

Divide districts by population only. Where possible, keep counties
intact. Do not use ANY other criteria.
Let a computer draw the lines based on population. No other criteria.

In the Spirit of our Constitution of the United States PLEASE support a
fair and democratic districting map.

I support a process for drawing political district maps that is:

e fair and open;

e avoids racial or partisan gerrymandering; and

« allows voters to pick their political representatives, not the other way
around.

I urge lawmakers to support a redistricting process that follows these
guiding principles.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

I demand fair voting maps in NC. Decisions are underway in the state
regarding gerrymandered voting districts, which have significantly
contributed to the Republican-held supermajorities in the NC General

Assemblv. This is unaccentable.
I would like for the redistricting maps to be drawn in a way that is free

of partisan politics. We can have districts in which voters get to choose
their representatives instead of maps on which representatives choose

their voters.
It's time for the General Assembly to establish a permanent,

independent committee to handle redistricting. I am one of over 2
million unaffiliated voters - we make up 30% of the electorate in North
Carolina - and I continue to be distressed by the efforts of both parties
to gerrymander districts with no regard for anything except holding on
to power. The establishment of an independent, non-partisan
committee is the only path to establishing a General Assembly that
truly represents the will of North Carolinians.
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Ms. Sheila Denn

Mr. perry woods

Mrs. Marissa Joyce

Mr. Peyton Anderson

Ms. Alice Wellborn

Dr. Dennis Welch

Ms. Amalie Tuffin

Cheryl Sebrell

Ms. Lael Gray

Dr. Andrew Perrin

I would ask that the NCGA engage in a process that is *truly*
transparent, fair and impartial in this redistricting. It is important to
have public meetings and input, but it is also important that public
input actually be taken into account; the evidence in the lawsuits is
clear that public input was for show only last time and was almost
completely disregarded. I also believe that it is a mistake to involve
Thomas Hofeller again, since so many of the districts drawn under his
direction have been declared unconstitutional. Especially since Rep.
Lewis has declared that Democrats will have no access to him. How is
this transparent, fair, or impartial? If the state wants to avoid more
embarrassing lawsuits, then a good start would be to make the
process more fair.

No demographic info other than needed for law, party registration, or
vote history should be included in drawing maps. Only population.
Districts should not be drawn for any partisan advantage. Thanks.

Hello,

My name is Marissa Joyce, and I am writing to strongly advocate in
favor of non-partisan redistricting in our state. I think it is shameful
that NC is in the national spotlight for unfair gerrymandering, and I
think it is time for our state to lead the nation in integrity and unbiased
voting. This is a unique opportunity we have to re-write our maps, and
I, for one, think it is high time that we get rid of partisan politics in the
way we draw the maps altogether. It is VERY important to me that we
draw our political districts in a way that is fair and open, avoids racial
or partisan bias, and allows the VOTERS to determine who gets
elected, not the elected officials.

Thank you so much for considering this feedback.

Please do the right thing and make the district mapping a non-partisan
activity. We all teach the next generation that "two wrongs don't
make a right" - what was done to the GOP in last cycle was not fair
either. Reasonable people in the middle deserve open and competitive
races where we can select from people that are accountable to the
great majority in the middle - not districts where the fringe people
control the primary process and the seat is automatic. Iam a pro-
business, pro-conservative, small government person - I am not a
ideologue from the left.  Please do the right thing - we don't need
more extreme agendas - we need more common sense and
compromise results. Thanks for considering this input.

Redistricting maps must be drawn fairly, without intrusion from
partisan politics, and in a way that protects natural groupings of
citizens (counties, towns). The General Assembly should NOT pick
their voters - voters have to be able to pick their representatives and

senators. The maps must be redrawn NOW. Passing laws with illegal
dictricte ic a lecenn in 1inethiral hehavinr and cvniciem
Redistricting in North Carolina must adhere to the following criteria:

(1) allowing voters to select their political representatives, NOT the
other way round

(2) being transparent and fair

(3) NOT gerrymandering in terms of race and partisanship

(4) NOT being delayed .

The courts, including the United States Supreme Court, have decided
against gerrymandering in North Carolina. Any effort to negate, nullify,
or put off redistricting that follows the criteria listed above would be
unAmerican, defying and undermining the three branches

government, both the North Carolina State and the U.S. constitutions,
and well-established law.

As a long time resident of the state, I am appalled at the amount of
time, money and effort that has gone into the redistricting process. It
is a stain on our state's reputation to have been repeatedly rebuked by
the courts, including the US Supreme Court. Please take this
opportunity to redraw the maps in a fair way that is not impacted by
either racial or partisan considerations. It is time for all political parties
to succeed or fail based on their policies, accomplishment and vision
for our state, and not based upon having given themselves an unfair
advantage. Indeed, what has been done is morally and ethically
indefensible and it is time to take a step back from that brink. Thank

No -gerrymandering for partisan advantage should be allowed.Using
computer modeling, there are fair ways to draw districts.

I urge you to implement a special, non-partisan commission to create
fair districts for the state of North Carolina. Your constituents are tired
of having our votes manipulated by either party through the unfair
gerrymandering that has happened at the hands of both the
Demaocrats and the Reniihlicans.

The gerrymandering by both parties has made North Carolina a
laughing stock and a travesty of democracy. Please implement
nonpartisan redistricting, with the standard being that the districts best
renresent the neonle of North Carolinal
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Mr. Edward Ragsdale

Dr. Peter Anderson

Mrs. Shirley Thomas
Mrs. Kimberly Rehberg

Ms. Kathleen Klesh

Ms. Betty Lawrence

Beth Davison

I am writing to urge everyone involved in redistricting to put aside
partisan politics and any perceived political wins or loses so that they
can take seriously the task of fairly and impartially deciding our
districts. As someone who doesn't share a district with my neighbors
across the street but does share a district with people in Goldsboro 80
miles away, I have been appalled by the depths of partisanship and
racism that determined these districts. I believe what we really need is
to establish a process of using a third-party impartial organization
separated from political influence and bound by strict rules to disregard
or not be allowed data pertaining to socioeconomic or race of the
populace and based solely on population and traits of the physical

The districts should not turn out to be the same as before, so we can
waste more time and tax dollars being revealed as unconstitutional.
Therefore, the districts should follow state and federal law, Voting
Rights Act and state constitutional mandates. Avoid splitting counties
and follow boundaries of state political subdivisions.

Ignore results of past elections and residence of incumbents or
challengers. Be leary of Tom Hofeller and listen to NC citizens.

Let's get this redistricting done for the midterm election in 2018!

I would like to suggest first that you hire a different consultant than
Hofeller, who was so integrally involved in creating the most hyper-
partisan and unconstitutional legislative and congressional districts in
the country. This is NOT what NC should be known for.

Secondly, in terms of criteria for redistricting, NC protection of all NC
citizens necessitates that the G.A. be guided by the following criteria in
re-drawing districts:

1) Politically Neutral — No addresses of candidates or incumbents
should be used, and residents’ voting histories should not be
considered.

2) Compact and Contiguous — Voters within a district should not be
unnecessarily dispersed, and no voting district may be geographically
divided, or split, by another district, i.e. all portions of a district must
connect.

3) Respect Boundaries — Avoid dividing counties and municipalities
where possible.

4) Protect Communities of Interest — Avoid dividing communities of
interest where possible. Communities of interest typically have social,
cultural, racial, ethnic, and/or economic interests in common.

5) Transparent Process — The process of creating maps should be
transparent, providing maps as soon as possible, live-streaming
meetings, and allowing the public to provide suggestions for changes
to the draft maps.

Thanke far vniir cnncideratinn

My husband and I would like redistricting to be based on the bi-
partisan House Bill 200. This would reduce partisan gerrymandering.
It has worked in Iowa. Enough politicking. It's time to let the voters
vote and choose their representatives in the House and Senate, not

the reverse.
It is hard to comment when we haven't seen what we are commenting

on. However, I want to say that I am appalled that our legislature has
been unconstitutionally elected for the last three elections, and that
the unconstitutional legislature is setting itself up for sessions in (at
least) August, September and May. Redistricting should be expedited
to permit a special election this year. It should also be done in a
nonpartisan manner. I am a registered Independent, and I am so tired
of partisanship seeping into every nook and cranny of our government.
It is a travesty. Give us a map of the new districts; we can comment
on that. I actual hope the Court appoints a special master, because
the current unconstitutional majority has given me no reason to hope
it will behave in a responsible way.

Because of sophisticated GIS mapping software and big data, we
know, probably with around 90% accuracy, how a household is likely
to vote. Thus drawing district maps with engineered precision to favor
one party over the other is easy to do, but wrong. The result is what
we see in the U.S. Congress, gridlock. When you know you are in a
safe seat, there is no need to compromise. We need a better
alternative that takes into account how we are geographically sorting
ourselves primarily into urban/progressive and rural/conservative
communities. Packing and cracking these communities stifles political
input. Our current system is not a democracy. Redistricting matters,
we can do better. To start, let voters pick the politicians, instead of
the current redistricting system where politicians pick their voters.
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Mr. L Patrick Burrows

Mrs. Ann Baker

Dianna Wynn

Dr. Justin Johnson

Mrs. Helene Heilig

Ms. Rae Thompson

With the redistricting process underway because of the Supreme
Court's ruling that the previous district maps were an unconstitutional
racial gerrymander, I am writing to voice my extreme concern that the
new maps are drawn in a fair and transparent way. It is clear that the
previous maps attempted to disenfranchise black voters in particular,
and Democratic voters in general. This is absolutely unacceptable. It
runs contrary to the democratic and republican principles on which this
nation was founded, and on which this State has long been an
example within the South, for lawmakers to pick their voters rather
than the voters freely selecting those who are to represent them. It is
deeply concerning that the same GOP mapmaker as who drew the
previous unconstitutional maps is involved in drawing them again, and
almost spells another trip through the courts to knock them down
again.

Rather than repeat this constant back and forth between Democrats
and Republicans both gerrymandering, this process should be entirely
unpartisan, with political scientists and experts in voting fairness
involved from top to bottom. Especially with the significant resources in
just this particular area in the various universities within the State
system, there is no reason these resources should not be drawn upon.
There should be an independent, politics-blind commission responsible
for districting.

The maps, when they are finalized, should be widely disseminated and
public comments once again invited, so as to maintain public
accountability. This should not be a closed door process, nor should it
be a late night vote. We are watching you, and we will demand
accountability of you.

Niir AAarmAaceatic inckibiiFiane ara iinAdar LinnracrAadAntAA Acean I+ viAaht nAns

Redistricting needs to be based solely on common sense geographical
areas. Attempts to weight districts towards a party majority is
unethical no matter what party it favors. Every citizen's vote should
have the ability to count and not be automatically invalid because of
manipulated districting. I am a moderate republic and believe we
should protect our democratic process!

I suggest that new maps be guided by the following criteria:
Politically Neutral — No addresses of candidates or incumbents should
be used, and residents’ voting histories should not be considered.
Compact and Contiguous — Voters within a district should not be
unnecessarily dispersed, and no voting district may be geographically
divided, or split, by another district, i.e. all portions of a district must
connect.

Respect Boundaries — Avoid dividing counties and municipalities where
possible.

Protect Communities of Interest — Avoid dividing communities of
interest where possible. Communities of interest typically have social,
cultural, racial, ethnic, and/or economic interests in common.
Transparent Process — The process of creating maps should be
transparent, providing maps as soon as possible, live-streaming
meetings, and allowing the public to provide suggestions for changes
to the draft maps.

To fully represent the people of North Carolina, any non-state-wide
partisan electoral district (judges, US Congress, NCGA, etc) should be
drawn by a bipartisan group of non-elected citizens, to eliminate the
possibility of gerrymandering of any kind. Districts should be drawn as
evenly as possible with regard to political party registration, so as to
select for the most moderate, non-ideologically skewed candidates
possible. An ideal district will have 50% registered Republicans and
50% registered Democrats, since the state as a whole is roughly 50-
50. This is best for government - the current gerrymandered districts
select for the most extremist candidates of both parties, leading to
dysfunctional government, because idealogues put ideological
extremism over good compromising government. The people should
elect their representation, not the other way around.

Justin Johnson

I am writing in support of setting up Independent Commissions to
draw fair voting maps in North Carolina. A independent group should
be able to establish maps to allow for fair representation of all people

in NC. Thank vou
I am an active NC voter. I believe voting districts should accurately

represent ALL the citizens of the state in proportion to where they live,
not gerrymandered by race or party.

In addition, I urge you to follow the criteria below to create maps for
NC Senate and House and US Congressional districts:

? Compliance with the US Constitution and the Voting Rights Act (VRA)
of 1965

? Districts with equal population to the greatest extent possible

? Districts that are geographically compact and contiguous

? Districts that are NOT established with the major purpose of diluting
the voting strength of any people or groups, including any political
party

? Districts should NOT be drawn for the purpose of favoring or
discriminating against any incumbent, political candidate, or political

party.
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Carolyn Silber

Mrs. Taneka Williams

Mr. Steven Grochowsky

Ms. Shirley Fergison
Mrs. Ellen McNeill

Steve Harrison

Mrs. Lucia Messina

Dr. Rebecca Fogley

Mrs. Linda Hall

Mr. Brody Wooten

Dale Lee

Mrs. Elizabeth Ritter

I strongly favor a nonpartisan legislative staff to redraw our district
maps that neither dilutes or augments voting patterns that favor an
incumbent or political party. States that have already done so have
experienced few legislative challenges saving time and money not to
mention increased voter satisfaction that his or her "vote mattered"

Given the verdict from the Supreme Court of the United States of
America, it is vital to our state government that gerrymandering end. 1

am reauestina bipartisan collaboration to ensure eauitv.
1) Maintaining or establishing a partisan advantage for any party must

not be a criterion for the construction or approval of House and Senate
district plans.

2) Districts must be compact and contiguous.

3) District boundaries shall conform to the existing geographic
boundaries of counties and cities and shall preserve identifiable

~rAarmmiiinitine Af inkAavract +A FhA AvrAanbkAack AvkAant nacrihlA

Legal redistricting
Maintaining or establishing a partisan advantage for any party shall
NOT be a criterion for the construction or approval of House and

Senate districk plans.
Public confidence in our electoral system is at an all-time low, and the

only way to begin to restore that is to remove the obvious conflicts of
interest surrounding the partisan redistricting process. At the very
least, elected officials from both parties should be actively involved, to
ensure any issues that arise are dealt with now, and not in court a few
months down the road. Because make no mistake, doing the wrong
thing multiple times is not going to solve this problem, it will just make
it worse. And the longer this problem persists, the more the voting
public will come to believe it is their rights being withheld and abused,
and not just a candidate's right to a fair election. The choice is yours:
Continue to erode the democracy so many people died building and
defending, or do what you know is right. It's not a hard decision.

Dear Chairman and Members:

I moved to SC, just a short while ago. I have been active in legislature
issues and politics for several years in NC. Before my husband and I
moved, I worked for the 2010 Census and attended several of the GOP
redistricting meetings in Wilmington, NC.

Here is what my notes stated about these meetings. The panel of
members conducting redistricting were polite and on time. The notice
of those meetings were not as forth coming as they should have been
and were cut short. Most of the information given by the public was
given with the full knowledge that the GOP planned to gerrymander
the congressional districts of NC. I would like to say that any of the
learned statements by the public were taken into account. That was
not the case. Their statements for a fair and legally draw map were
listened to and disregard. Even reports from Congressman MclIntyre
were incorrect. After 18 years in the Congress, his district was to look
nothing like an acceptable, accountable drawing of the 7th district.

After the GOP submitted their plan it was obvious that the plan was not
drawn on the basis of population and their boundaries. As it turned out
only 2 district were compliant based on acceptable deviation, thus the
Court cases to the highest level. The history of NC is one of political
advantage when it comes to redistricting. This policy of political
dishonesty when it comes to redistricting must end. North Carolina
needs a bipartisan commission to redraw the lines for the
Congressional redistricting for 2018 and continue this process as a
permanent legislative entity for the future.

I am a registered Democrat, and while I would like more qualified
Democratic candidates to be elected, I implore you to draw political
district maps that avoid partisan gerrymandering. Regardless of party
affiliation, I want my fellow North Carolinians' votes to be equally
impactful. In this vein, I am also strongly opposed to racial
gerrymandering. I urge you to make the process for redrawing maps
open in order to safeguard against such tactics that pervert

Aamnrrang

I want to see lawmakers draw political maps that are fair and open
which will not reflect racial or partisan gerrymandering as they are
now. As citizens we should be served by representatives who want to
make the moral, honest, ethical decisions and not choose their
constituents according to their politics. Do the Christian thing.

I would like to see districts that are not gerrymandered. Neither
racially or politically. I think districts that are so heavily tilted to one
party that only that party's candidate runs, and the opposition doesn't
even have a candidate in that district, are a travesty. The new districts

should be fairly balanced, and allow citizens to have a fair choice
hetween the nartiec
Maintaining or establishing a partisan advantage for any party should

not be a criterion for construction or approval of any electoral district.

This is fundamental to the American Way. Please rise above your self
interest and do the right thing. Ask your minister and your conscience.

Maintaining or establishing a partisan advantage for any party shall
NOT be a criterion for the construction or approval of House and
Senate district plans.
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Mrs. Susan Jezorek

Mrs. Diane Jordan

Ms. Stephanie Lowder

Mr. Richard Doyle

Ms. Rebecca Bruening

Ms. Isabel Geffner

Dr. Kaaren Haldeman

Mrs. Kay Smitherman

Mrs. Vina Modaress

Both parties have been using the redistricting process to their
advantage when they were in power which means voters have often
been denied a fair voice in elections. It is past time to have truly fair

nonbiased districts. Please work to accomplish this for all the citizens
of North Carolona.
I am writing to urge the General Assembly to redraw the voting maps

without regard for partisan political factors. Voting is a fundamental
right upon which our democracy is based. Gerrymandering district
boundaries to predetermine election outcomes is wrong and denies
citizens their voting rights. Districts should be drawn that are based on
nonpartisan factors such as compactness, contiguity and compliance
with the Voting Rights Act, not on political data having to do with party
affiliations.

While gerrymandering has been a long standing issue, there have been
many bipartisan efforts in North Carolina to establish processes to
rectify and prevent it in the future. Over the past several years, North
Carolina has been the focus of negative attention, experienced
confusion around elections and wasted a great deal of money due to

AS a citizen of North Carolina, I urge that these efforts be heeded.

The concept of democracy, the integrity of NC elections, and the will of
NC citizens, have been subverted by illegally drawn district maps.
Gerrymandering is anathema to One-Person-One-Vote. As of 2016,
60% of NC voters favor INDEPENDENT (non-legislature, non-partisan)
redrawing if our maps; only 9% opposed. -- Please see the impartial
sample map drawn by Duke University & Common Cause in August
3016. -- The sooner, the better, as the people of NC are loosing trust
in a gerrymandered legislature with elected officials who Do Not fairly
or legally represent the people or their needs.

Hello,

It's important to me that the state I call home is also a state where
elections are fair, there is no racial gerrymandering, and political
representatives are picked by the citizens (like me!), not the other way
around.

Dirh

I am writing to urge the General Assembly to redraw our voting
districts in a non-partisan way. This is the only way to break the cycle
of partisan gerrymandering and achieve equitable voting. It is a
disgrace that North Carolina was given a score of 7 out of 100 by the
Electoral Integrity Project, which measures the the quality of elections
worldwide. That is lower than any other state - or country - analyzed.
North Carolina has the potential to be a leader in democratic practices,
and non-partisan districting would be a tremendous step in that
direction. Please provide for a non-partisan redistricting process.

Thank you for your consideration.

To all Senators and Representatives each of whom works on behalf of
every person in the state of North Carolina:

I beseech you to consider the moral imperative you have to ensure
that every person in our state is given an equal opportunity to fairly
vote for the candidates and policies that he or she supports without
that vote being subject to a partisan determination of district lines.
Justice is what is on the line here; moral, ethical, social justice for
every person in this state. Surely you can come together and look into
your own hearts and minds and do the right thing.

My next vote will certainly reflect your prompt attention to this.

As a North Carolina voter, I am interested in governance of our state
with representatives who accurately reflect the demographics and
conscience of our state. I advocate for fair maps drawn by a
nonpartisan entity rather than the biased districts we have currently.
Our state has a proud history as a "purple" state for good reason--and
our representatives and governing bodies must represent that to the
fullest extent. I am deeply disturbed by the use of race to effectively
dismiss African American voters and am hopeful that our state will
return soon to one that values not only democracy but the democratic
process itself.

An independent commission needs to redraw our districts so that
political party membership and race are not the only guiding lights. I'm
tired of NC being a national example of one-sided bully politics. Please,
get busy and pick INDEPENDENT, fair public servants to accomplish

this task.
Thank vnnl
Please end gerrymandering. Draw the maps fairly. Allow citizens to

pick their representative and not the other way around. End the
racism. End the cheatina politicians.
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Sondra VanSant

beth anderson

Mr. Corey Cavalier

Ms. Laura Wenzel

Mrs. Lori Olivet

Elizabeth Hays
Mr. David Marschall

Mr. xandy smith

Mr. Robert Palombo

Mr. John Tasker

Kathryn Lang

Beverly Dugan

Ms. Marjorie Kalb

Ms. Juliw Kafka

Mr. walter aakert

Surely the tit for tat political game of redistricting for maximizing voter
strength of first one party and later the other has proven to be
wasteful of resources and demonstrated the shutting down of debate
and compromise. Surely you know debate and compromise increase
the chances of incorporating the best ideas from both sides in crafting
solutions to major issues. Don't all North Carolinians deserve this in
their legislators? Please restore the right of voters to select their
legislators rather than the other way around. Please put the daily lives
of hard working citizens who pay your salaries above 2- and 4-year
intervals of job security and power for legislators. Non-partisan
districting seems such an obvious reasonable, fair, economical, and
wise arrangement that I'm surprised it isn't part of our state
constitution.

I support non partisan redistricting. As determined by the Supreme
Court the current districts are not drawn legally and in my opinion the
result is an undermining of democracy in the this state. And the
legislative battles to sustain the current districts has cost the NC tax
payers millions of dollars. It is time the the North Carolina legislature
stop playing expensive games and focus on making North Carolina a

fairar and mnara damanrratic ctata

As a I expect and demand fair representation. I therefore demand that
an independent bipartisan commission be established for the purpose

of redrawina votina districts.
I have been voting in North Carolina since 1988. Like all voters, I want

my vote to count. I also want my representatives to be able to
effectively serve me and my neighbors. Therefore, I urge you to avoid
drawing districts with the purpose of favoring particular parties or
individuals. Instead, I urge you to draw districts that are geographically

compact and contiguous and roughly equivalent in population size.
Thanl vnin
Gerrymandering is undemocratic, unrepresentative, and unfair,

particularly in NC.

In partisan districting systems, “representatives choose their voters,
rather than voters choosing their representatives”. In the 2016 NCGA
elections, Republicans received 52% of votes for the House and 56%
of votes for the Senate - but they won over 60% of House seats and
70% of Senate seats.

The Electoral Integrity Project, which measures the quality of elections
worldwide, gave NC a score of 7/100 on the integrity of its voting
districts, lower than any other state - or country - analyzed. Legal
challenges to partisan districting have been costly for our state.
Nonpartisan redistricting would make our elections more democratic
and fair.

Please ensure that redistricting maps are drawn without regard to race
or politics. North Carolinians want fair elections.
We must adopt nonpartisan redistricting criteria for drawing new NC

leaislative districts.

This is what I said, but say whatever you think about it:

Please make the redistricting process fair and representative of us
citizens. Partisanship has no place in this process. We demand fair
votina mans and elections.

STOP the gerrymandering. You are being watched closely so do your

JOB!

I understand that the redistricting maps are to be constructed by the
same person/company who created this mess. If that is true it would
be best to find someone else to draw the maps lest we end up in court

again. The record of the guy who drew the current boundaries is now
nroven to he had. exnensivelv had.

I support HB200 and SB209 on nonpartisan redistricting. I am appalled
that the Electoral Integrity Project, which measures the the quality of
elections worldwide, gave North Carolina a score of 7/100 on the
integrity of its voting districts. This is lower than any other state (or
country!) that they analyzed. This is shameful, and the NCGA has
repeatedly misled voters, drawn illegal maps, and dragged their feet on
court decisions. We need nonpartisan redistricting now. Thank you.

I want non-partisan maps. The voters should choose their
representatives. With the current districts, the politicians are choosing

their voters, thus underminina our democracv.
New redistricting maps MUST be drawn by an independent body with

no significant loyalty to either party. The current system contributes to
polarization and a vicious cycle of 'payback’. It was wrong when the
Democrats were in control and it's wrong now that the GOP is in

control. Please don't contribute to the erosion of democracy in NC with
manre nartican aerrvmanderina Pleace

I wanted to comment in favor of nonpartisan redistricting. Nonpartisan
redistricting will make our elections more democratic and fair. In the
2016 NCGA elections,I've heard reports that less than 15% of the
races in the House and Senate were competitive. Furthermore, the
Electoral Integrity Project, which measures the the quality of elections
worldwide, gave NC a score of 7/100 on the integrity of its voting
districts, lower than any other state - or country - analyzed. Please
take the time to fix this, and decouple voting districts from partisan

AAannda~r ThAanl vAn fAav viAaiie Fimaal

Districts should reflect voter preferences as close as possible. If 50%
vote GOP and 50% for Dems, representation should be close to 50/50.
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Ms. Laurel Vincenty

Mr. Michael Burke

Ms. Ann Rauchbach

Dr. Margaret

Pennybacker

Mr. Robert Spencer

Ms. gloria faley

Ms. gloria faley

Julia Lloyd

Ms. Erica Loring

Mrs. Terri Piasecki

Mr. John Kennett

Thank you for inviting public input on what criteria to use in drawing
up the new maps for the voting districts. I am a North Carolina
resident in NC SENATE DISTRICT 16 and NC HOUSE DISTRICT 40.

I ask that for both the House and the Senate, the drawing of the new
maps follow these criteria:

1. Make the maps impartial, that is, do not include political party
affiliation, do not include addresses of candidates or incumbents, do
not consider my voting history or the voting histories of any residents.

2. Be transparent in this redrawing process: Provide maps on time, no
delays. Live-stream meetings and provide other transparent means to
allow the public to offer suggestions for any changes in the DRAFT
maps.

3. Draw maps so that they do not geographically divide any voting
district or split a voting district by another district. Ensure that all parts
of a district connect.

4. Keep communities of interest intact - that is, communities that have
social, racial, ethnic or economic interests. Work hard to avoid dividing
those communities.

5. Work hard to avoid dividing counties and municipalities.

6. To verify that redrawn maps are fair and balanced, use the Open
Source Redistricting software other states have used:

https://code.google.com/archive/p/redistricter/

I am a registered non-affiliated voter. I ask that you seriously consider
the passing of HB 200. I believe this would accommodate a system of
representative districts which would honestly reflect the voting
population. It would actually make candidates and representatives
work for our votes. An added benefit might be that such a process as
outlined in the bill could be step in ending the Federal oversight of the
40 counties as mandated by the voting Rights Act of 1965.

As a concerned NC voter, I implore the legislature to allow a
nonpartisan group to fairly redraw the voting district lines. It is time to
put gerrymandering to an end, because it is undemocratic, unfair, and

does not renresent how the peonle vote.
Please let voters choose their legislators rather than having legislators

choose their voters. We need fair districts now, not ones that unfairly
benefit either party.

Thanks,

Margaret Pennybacker

I implore you to establish an independent, non-partisan commission to
draw congressional districts on both the state and national levels for
North Carolina. It should go without saying that voters choose their
representatives, not the other way around. The only way to ensure
that neither side engages in blatant gerrymandering in the future is to
establish an independent commission to draw the districts, and to
enshrine the commission in our state constitution.

Why is there no published schedule for public hearings directly on the
redistricting site. You have to search through the NCGA site. This is
ridiculous".

http://www.ncleg.net/documentsites/committees/senate2017-154/7-26-
2017/Piihlir0%2N0Tnn1it0/A2N0nnnrt initiec0/A2N?
Citizens should be on the redistricting committee. Citizens that are

appointment by a bipartisan group of legislatures and the governor.

It is past time to take this process out of the hands of politicians and
create an independent panel to draw these maps. My vote matters.
Each and every vote matters. Gerrymandering is the most non-
democratic thing this country has engaged in. It is time for North

Carnlina to arow 11n and he A triie demaocracv.
Using Thomas Hofeller again just shows you have no intention of

creating districts that are fair and equitable. You plan to tie this up in
court as long as possible to prevent the democratic party from
selecting viable candidates and ample time to launch a competituve
campaign. Do this the right way. Stop the nonsense and get back to
governing the right way. Fair and equitable districts selected by an
proven independent organization is the only method that should be

1icad

Many experts have studied the gerrymandering of North Carolina. We
need these experts and a bipartisan committee to determine the new
districts. Thomas Hofeller is how we got this mess to begin with, he
shouldn't be anywhere near the new maps. Take politics out of the

redistrictina nrocessl!l
I would love to see a non-partisan commission draw up the district

maps. Gerrymandering has been taken to the nth degree with recent
computer technology. This means when things shift as they will in our
state as they will with shifting demographics the other party will do the
same. I know that a non partisan drawing of districts is unlikely but at
least the districts can be drawn in a more concise manner and not
have squiggly tentacles that stretch out to divide and exclude.
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715 Aug 12017 12:05PM  Dr. Laurel Voelker To whom it may concern:

I am watching the developments in redistricting in North Carolina
closely. 1 feel strongly that fair electoral districts are the key to
democracy.

As you draw the maps over the next month, the most important thing
is a truly transparent process. This includes public meetings, the
provision of maps for public comment as soon as possible, and live-
streaming of ALL committee meetings on redistricting. I hope that the
“behind closed doors” process that resulted in the current
unconstitutional maps will be left in the past. In addition, any proposed
plan should include a written explanation of why the specific district
boundaries were chosen.

The data used to generate the maps should be limited to Census
population data and race only as necessary to comply with the VRA.
Addresses of incumbents or candidates, political affiliation, and voting
histories should absolutely not be considered.

Counties, municipalities and precincts should only be divided when
there is no viable alternative.

I look forward to seeing the maps.

Respectfully,

Nr | anral \/aallar

716 Aug 12017 12:06PM  Mrs. Elaine Bagley I feel very strongly that our voting maps should be drawn free of
partisan influence. I would like to see a non-partisan commission draw
the maps after each census and leave the legislature entirely out of it.
Iowa and other states have implemented this procedure, and it has
worked well. Please get NC out of the business of gerrymandered
districts and the ensuing court procedures challenging them.

I believe there is an issue at present which needs to be resolved
before the election in 2018. Please get on with adjusting the
boundaries of the districts to meet the guidelines that have been
established.

717 Aug 12017 12:28PM  Ms. Deborah McGovern We need to begin to respect the democratic process of the voters
electing their legislators not the other way around. I support fair
redistricting, not the usual partisan districting that both Republican and

Demaocratic parties have done in the past.
718 Aug 12017 12:53PM  Mrs. Jennifer Lietzke Below are some criteria for good maps that are recognized by anyone

involved in redistricting reform. Politically Neutral — No addresses of
candidates or incumbents should be used, and residents’ voting
histories should not be considered. Compact and Contiguous — Voters
within a district should not be unnecessarily dispersed, and no voting
district may be geographically divided, or split, by another district, i.e.
all portions of a district must connect. Respect Boundaries — Avoid
dividing counties and municipalities where possible. Protect
Communities of Interest — Avoid dividing communities of interest
where possible. Communities of interest typically have social, cultural,
racial, ethnic, and/or economic interests in common. Transparent
Process — The process of creating maps should be transparent,
providing maps as soon as possible, live-streaming meetings, and
allowing the public to provide suggestions for changes to the draft

719 Aug 12017 1:01PM Mrs. Cheryl Brooks I want every vote to count. I want everyone to value the right to vote.
I would rather voting be equal for all than to have my preferred
candidate win.

720 Aug 12017 1:08PM rebecca maness We need fair and impartial redistricting...draw districts by computer or
use the Iowa model!
721 Aug 12017 1:13PM Nancy Nice We need a BIPARTISAN committee to determine the new districts.

Thomas Hofeller is partisan hack and shouldn't be anywhere near the
new maps. Take politics out of the redistricting process!!
The GOP makes me sick.

722 Aug 12017 1:22PM Mrs. Kimberly Geddes I am writing to express my concern for the racial and political

gerrymandering that defines the current congressional districts. I urge
those tasked with redrawing district lines to perform their duties
honestly so that all NC citizens can rest assured that their vote has

meaninal
723 Aug 12017 1:30PM Ms. Ann Koerber I support nonpartisan redistricting. Gerrymandering , for whatever

reason, is unfair, unrepresentative, and undemocratic. In addition,
leaal challenaes have been costlv for our state.
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Aug 12017 2:42PM

Case 1:15-cv-00399-TDS-JEP

Marilyn Carter

Karen Floyd

Susanna Turner

Mr. Clifton Morgan

Ms. Audrey Godshall
Mrs. Leslie Sanders

Mrs. Paula Jennings

Ms. Melanie Lane

Extreme gerrymandering in our great state has led to a legislature that
no longer represents its citizens. We now have a system in North
Carolina where “representatives choose their voters", when voters
should be choosing their representatives. Both sides of the aisle are
guilty of gerrymandering, but the courts have clearly spoken on the
requirement to redraw the current legislative voting districts.

The Electoral Integrity Project gave NC a score of 7/100 on the
integrity of its voting districts.

This is lower than any other state (or country) analyzed, and sullies
the good reputation that NC once had as a beacon of economic and
social progress in the south. North Carolinians are watching the
implementation of the courts' orders closely. They will remember and
hold to account those who undermine representative government by
standing in the way of expeditiously forming a map that accurately
represents the citizenry of our state.

Hello!

I want voting maps drawn that are free from partisan politics and I'm
hoping that my elected leaders feel the same way.

Gerrymandering is undemocratic and unrepresentative and UNFAIR --
it decreases competition and contributes to polarization.

Additionally, legal challenges to the existing partisan districting are
costly -- NC has spent over $5 million dollars, in just the past six years,
on redistricting litigation.

I'm urging my legislators to make our elections more democratic and
fair. A fairly designed districting system (by an an independent, non
partisan body) will enable us North Carolinian voters to choose our
representatives, instead of our representatives choosing us. Our
representatives are NOT supposed to be choosing who will vote for
them...this is not how democracy works!

Thank you for considering my comments here!
Sincerely,
Karen Floyd

Please allow NC to become a democracy again. All North Carolinians
should have a voice.

It is unfair to the people of North Carolina that we can not have fair
and just elections. Stop the gerrymandering!!! Let the people of North
Carolina elect their candidates....not the district.

Thank you.

NON-PARTISAN

Please keep redistricting fair, neither based on politics or race. Please
uphold the very core of our democracy and keep this a hon-partisan
effort.

Thank you for accepting public input.

I will make it very short, as I know you will probably get a lot of
interest and comments. I want all my children and grandchildren to
have a seat at the table and that will not happen with gerrymandered
districts.

I recommend the following:

*Transparency--all meetings open with live streaming. No smoke filled
back room district drawing.

*Districts should be drawn contiguously, without use of political data
such addresses of incumbents and challengers, and without looking at
voting histories.

*The Voting Rights Act should be followed.

*I recommend the use of the Efficiency Gap score to make sure each
vote counts.

There are other criteria to ensure fairness, such as maintaining
communities of interest and avoiding slicing of cities and counties, but
the above bulleted items are the most important in my mind.

Thank you,

Paula Hinton Jennings
213 Lakewater Drive
Cary, NC 27511

If you are on the right side of what the people want prove it by putting
districts into the hands of non-partisans, show that we care about the
state and country more than our parties. Win the hearts and minds of
the people because you have right on your side, not because you've
cherrv nicked vouir anidience.
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Roger Coates

Ms. MARY CHEEK

Mrs. Kellye Parks

Ms. Cathy Cole

Dr. Paul Ringel

Ms. Sue McCorkle

Ms. Sandra Howerton

CASEY NEES

Mrs. Donna Mergliano

Ms. Deborah Pardue
Shaw

Dear legislators

I know the democrats engaged in the same district packing to their
advantage that the GOP is now doing. I'm a "good gov't" type who just
wants a reasonable semblance of democracy-enhancing fairness to be
made manifest in the required redistricting now underway. Please work
for a balance that gives citizens a fair chance to have a real voice with
their vote.

Thanl vinn far vinnr wwinrls

I am writing to express my concern for the racial and political
gerrymandering that defines the current congressional districts. I urge
those tasked with redrawing district lines to perform their duties

honestly so that all NC citizens can rest assured that their vote has
meaninal Thank voui

NO MORE GERRYMANDERING! I want fair re-districting. NC
Legislators have been instructed to have the districts redrawn. There
should be no more districting that gives less voice to people of color,
or lower income!

In the 2016 NCGA elections, per Ballotpedia, less than 15% of the
races in the House and Senate were competitive

When representatives are able to choose their voters - and thus are
not accountable to a broad constituency - they can afford to play solely
to their base

This means not only that many interests are neglected in any given
district, but also that more extreme interests/positions tend to prevail
(polarization)

Legal challenges to partisan districting have been costly for our state
There have been over 30 court interventions in the redistricting
process over the past 30 years in NC
In the last 6 years alone, NC has paid over $5 million for redistricting
litigation

Nonpartisan redistricting would make our elections more democratic
and fair.

A well-designed nonpartisan districting system would return to a
system where voters choose their representatives instead of
representatives choosing their voters.

Nonpartisan redistricting is the best way to break the cycle of
escalating “payback” between the political parties.

Independent bodies that have no loyalty to a political party or vested
interest in the outcome of elections are best positioned to draw district
maps in ways that are fair and unbiased.

My primary concern is that the redistricting process be transparent.
These maps should not be drawn in a back room by one party, but in a
bipartisan process that is transparent to the voters of North Carolina.

It is ridiculous to allow Thomas Hofeller to help with the redrawing of
the districts, when he was part of the problem that got us into the
gerrymandering fiasco in the first place. Redrawing should be done by
a bi-partisan (or better yet, non-partisan) committee. This is a farce!

T am verv concerned and anarv.
There should be absolutely no gerrrymandering by either party.

Districts should be drawn as compactly as possible by a nonpartisan
commission or computer program. Voters should be able to choose

their leaislators: not leaislators. their voters.
Enough with the gerrymandering already....neither side should be

subverting the process so that they can hold onto power. I say
redistricting should be done by and independent 11 person council
nominated by the governor using sitting NC supreme Court justices as
oversite. The council itself should be made up NOT of politicians but
rather one party official from each major and minor party, the balance
to made up of educated professors from public universities. They
draw the districts, the Supreme Court Justices give a yay or nay. In the
case of a Nay then the council goes back to the drawing board. In the
case of a second nay. Same thing. Third nay and the issue is turned
over to arbitration by the federal election commission.

Redistricting should follow standards: an open process, districts that
are contiguous and compact, districts that recognize communities as
well as city and county boundaries. Improved technology has taken
the long used process of gerrymandering to the point where many
North Carolinians cast votes that really don't count. We have too
many uncontested districts and too many districts into which certain
kinds of voters are packed to dilute their impact. North Carolinians are
awakening to the unfairness of this process and to the fact that it
completely undermines faith in our democracy. It's time to end
gerrymandering and enable fair redistricting.

I think it is a right of every person to be able to vote and not be
discriminated against because of the color of your skin. I feel like our
nation and particularly our state has been guilty of this. The republican
control of the house and senate in NC has regressed our state back to
the 1960s. Pat McCrory has left his mark that will leave this state in
recovery for years. Stop gerrymandering your way to political victory.
Everything that Roy Copper does or tries to do is met with resistance.
Republicans better watch out you may be looking for a job like Pat.
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Mr. Christopher Dragga

Ms. Theckla Sterrett

Ms. Rebecca Showalter

Owen Guion

Mrs. Margaret Avery-
Truiillo
Karen Romo

Beth Holloman

Mrs. Heather Owen

Mrs. Michelle Torres
Ms. Lynny Seiter

Melissa Taylor

The current district maps make a mockery of the democratic principles
upon which this country is founded. They effectively disenfranchise
hundreds of thousands, if not millions, and deprive many North
Carolinians of proper representation. In the long run, this can only
hurt our state, as potential newcomers look at the political situation
and decide that they would rather live somewhere with a genuine
democracy.

The districts should be drawn as neutrally as possible, without
consideration for the politics of those who live there or the residences
of current officials. They should make sense, aligning at both the
House and the Senate as much as possible, and should reflect the
boundaries of actual communities. Most importantly, they should
comply with the Constitution and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
Anything less would exacerbate an already shameful situation.

This gerrymandering makes a mockery of the voting process. I know
both parties do it or have done it. Now with computer analysis it is
easier to assure a Republican win. That is unfair to the voting public. I
want voting that is fair and open,avoids racial or partisan

gerrymandering and allows voters to pick their political representatives,
nnt the nther wav arniind

Whatever side of the aisle you are on, it is time for a NON-PARTISAN
drawing of legislative districts, here and across the country.
Gerrymandering undermines democracy and make us into nothing but
hypocrites, as we say we stand for our great democracy but do the
opposite. I urge the NCGA to redraw these districts in a fair and just
way without trying to draw them for partisan advantage. By doing
that, then we can bring discussions back to good policy and finding
compromise.

I also ask that all these comments be read, discussed, pondered and
provided to any person, consultant or legislative staff, that is involved
in the redrawing of these maps. It is not acceptable to ask for

comments but then not include them in the decision making process.

Thank you,

Becky Showalter

NC Citizen, Mother, Engineer

The revised voting should be redrawn to be fair and impartial to ALL
voters. I would urge the NCGA to step up and select an impartial third

party to draw fair, impartial, compact district voting maps for North

Caralina.
NONPARTISAN redistricting !

Please please please do it before the midterms!!

Whatever side of the aisle you are on, it is time for a NON-PARTISAN
drawing of legislative districts, here and across the country.
Gerrymandering undermines democracy and make us into nothing but
hypocrites, as we say we stand for our great democracy but do the
opposite. I urge the NCGA to redraw these districts in a fair and just
way without trying to draw them for partisan advantage. By doing
that, then we can bring discussions back to good policy and finding
compromise.

I also ask that all these comments be read, discussed, pondered and
provided to any person, consultant or legislative staff, that is involved
in the redrawing of these maps. It is not acceptable to ask for

comments but then not include them in the decision making process.

Thank you,

Beth Holloman

NC Citizen, Retired teacher

I really hope that the new districting lines are drawn with a bipartisan
group. This has gone on too long and gerrymandering is now illegal.
Do them riaht!

We demand NON PARTISAN redistricting, for democracy's sake!

It is high time voting districts were drawn by a non-partisan group.

ALL people should be fairly represented.
Please implement non-partisan redistricting. Every citizen has the right
to vote.
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Mrs. Jennifer Filipowski

Mrs. kate marks

Mr. Eric von Foerster
Mr. Thomas Honeycutt

Mr. Joshua Lohmann

Maurice York

Mrs. Peggy Ferebee

Ms. Holly Barcelo

I would like to request that the Redistricting Committee revise the
senate / house / congressional districts so that, to the extent possible,
those districts meet the following goals:

e Districts shall comply with the United States Constitution and the
United States voting rights act;

e Congressional districts shall have equal population to the extent
practicable, and state legislative districts shall have equal population to
the extent practicable;

e Districts shall be geographically compact and contiguous to the
extent practicable;

e District boundaries shall respect Communities of Interest to the
extent practicable;

¢ To the extent practicable, district lines shall use visible geographic
features, city, town and county boundaries, and undivided census
tracts;

¢ To the extent practicable, competitive districts should be favored
where to do so would create no significant detriment to the other
goals;

e Districts in the State may NOT be established with the major purpose
of diluting the voting strength of any person, or group, including any
political party, except as necessary to comply with the requirements of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.

¢ The place of residence of any incumbent or political candidate shall
not be considered in the creation of a map. Districts shall not be drawn
for the purpose of favoring or discriminating against an incumbent,
political candidate, or political party.

As used herein, a "Community of Interest” is a contiguous population
which shares common social and economic interests that should be

incliidAA wiithin A cinAala Aictrick fFAr niirnAacac Af ke AFFAREI A AnA fair

I would like to see district maps drawn free from partisan politics. I
can understand the impetus but gerrymandering undermines
confidence in elections and elected representatives. It is
counterproductive and has made North Carolina a laughing stock on a
national level. Remove politics from the districting maps and let the
politics play out as they should in democratically elected governing

laniclatiira

We need non-partisan redistricting. No more tipping the scales.
Partisan redistricting, no matter the party, has gotten too cutthroat.
Think the Democrats will forgive you if they ever regain the majority?
They'll cut this state up just as brutally to favor themselves.

As a citizen and constituent, I am calling on the General Assembly to
put in place NON-PARTISAN redistricting. The Supreme Court has even
scolded North Carolina reps for RACIALLY gerrymandering with
SURGICAL PRECISION! This flies in the face of the spirit of democracy.
Fixing the race deprives us of democracy. I won't even begin to bring
up other impediments, like shortening early voting & illegally purging
voter rolls. North Carolina is one of the worst offenders and it is
embarrassing! Restore North Carolina's honor. Restore democracy. We
are considered a "flawed democracy" now, in part, due to efforts to
suppress votes and impede democracy. Do the right thing. Go NON-
PARTISAN.

The redistricting should be undertaken by an independent, apolitical
commission. The goal should be to have compact districts of roughly
equal population, not tortured configurations designed to isolate voters

on the basis of race or partv.
Once again NC is being told the current voting districts are illegal. As

an unaffiliated voter I am tired of both parties playing games with our
voting rights. To avoid any more wasted time and public money on
this just establish a non-partisan redistricting commission to deal with
it. It's a more just and logical way to do it. How we do it now is a
disgrace and disenfranchises legal voters. I want legislators to know
that they may be voted out of office and not sit in safe districts
protected from the voters' input. Now is the time to act.

Third party, non-partisan map drawers shouls ensure that it is possible
for Black voters to elect their candidates of choice. Also, no dividing
compact Black populations to weaken their power, per the Voting
Rights Act.

In addition to the federal Voting Rights Act, maps must abide by the
US and NC constitutions and laws.

“One person, one vote,” means districts must be very nearly equal in
population.

Map drawers should create compact districts, without odd tentacles
and that don't skip over areas or join two areas at just one point on
the map.

Count incarcerated persons as residents of their pre-incarceration
home or family residence for purposes of redistricting.

Keep it non-partisan; drawers shall not use the addresses of current
lawmakers, or the party affiliation or voting history of voters, or other
data to help a party or politician.

Map drawers must avoid dividing a “community of interest,” such as
people with similar cultural, ethnic and economic interests; a local
government district; neighborhoods that have worked together on
issues; and other relationships that can be documented to show
common interests.Unless these are separated by County boundaries.
Map drawers should make every effort to keep counties whole. If
counties or towns must be split, a statement must explain why.
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Mr. Larry Hannon

Mrs. Katherine Dreyer

Ms. Sharon Ellison

Ms. Marlene Goland

Ms. Katherine Soleil

Dr. John Barnshaw

Peri Alletto

Mr. Alan Goland

Mr. Michael Nevin

Ms. Margaret Silvers

Alexander Donaldson

Karen Macklin

Peggy Nance Lyle

Mrs. Ann Torok

Ms. Karin Griffiths

Mrs. Aleta Galusha

We need fairly drawn congressional districts to make democracy work
for ALL of us!

It is time for fair redistricting in North Carolina. Republicans have
illegally gerrymandered for too long...the courts have spoken. Of
course I don't trust the Republicans to do a fair job. So, we'll be
watchina closelv.

Please adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps. NC voters

deserve a fair representation and voice in the political process.

Please exclude political information like voter registration data, past
election results or where incumbents live when drawing maps.

Please draw compact districts that keep communities together

I urge the General Assembly to redraw the State districting maps in a
non-partisan and non-racial formula. The time has come in our State
to end this current unfair redistricing and move forward with a map
that will allow fair elections of our representative to Raleigh and to

Washington.
Thank vnii
adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps

exclude political information like voter registration data, past election
results or where incumbents live when drawing maps

draw comnact dictricte that keen commiinitiec tnaether
Fair maps and general redistricting are essential to our representative

democracy as the Founders Constitution did not envision a party
system. For example, in 2014, the 13 United States Congressional
Districts in North Carolina were represented by 10 Republicans and 3
Democrats with a near 50-50 split in voting. If Democrats were
allowed to draw the district lines they could have drawn lines that
would have sent 9 Democrats and 4 Republicans to the House. Using
fair maps, we could send 5 Republicans, 5 Democrats and 3 districts
that would be completely up for grabs which would enable a more
vigorous debate and electoral outcome. Already 23 states have
nonpartisan voting in elections. North Carolina should do the same.

I want non partisan map with no party offiliations with continuous
communities.

I urge the General Assembly to redraw the State districting maps in a
non-partisan and non-racial formula. The time has come in our State
to end this current unfair redistricing and move forward with a map
that will allow fair elections of our representative to Raleigh and to
Washington.

Thank you.

You have an opportunity to show some leadership that may be of
importance to you in the future. Redistrict with a non-legislative
method or redistrict in a manner that ends gerrymandering. Either
party should be winning or losing elections on the basis of merit and
ideas, not on gerrymandered districts. Use a method that doesn't lock
in a district to a particular party. It's fair and reasonable.

I am commenting to ask that the committee adopt a non-partisan
process for drawing new voting district maps, including things like not
using political information about voter registration data or past election
results when drawing maps and keeping districts compact and sensibly
shaped to keep communities together. Thank you for considering my

roncAarng

I urge the Redistricting Committee to (1) adopt a non-partisan process
for drawing up new voting district maps, (2) exclude political
information such as voter registration data, prior election results or
residential address of current incumbents, and (3) draw compact
districts that reflect geographic communities. I have complained for
decades about the gerrymandering by both parties in our state so this
is not a partisan issue. This is about common sense, fairness and
community something we all strive for and can support.

Please adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps. The maps
should not be based upon political information such as voter
registration data, past election results or where incumbents live. The
maps should include compact districts which keep communities
toaether Thanks

NC must act now to comply with redistricting for voters in our State.

Now is the Time for legislators to draw fair district maps. Please be
conscientious about your responsibility to the voters. Draw districts
that are fair (and that each voter counts) and as compact as possible.

Do not take race or politics or the address of incumbents or candidates
in vouir consideration. Thank vori.
Please try to be fair and make the redistricting totally non-partisan.

Every vote has to count the same and in the system we have now that

is not the case. Thank vou Karin Griffiths
During your meeting on August 4, 2017 about drawing new maps for

voting. I just want to say there should be NO looking at past voting
when these maps are drawn.These maps should be independent of
where incumbents live.This should be a non-partisan effort.PLEASE
draw compact districts, not ones that stretch for miles and look like a
snake on a map. I want to see a reasonable map!
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Mrs. Rebecca Felton

Mr. greg gillis

Mrs. Beth Darnell

Mrs. Sharron Parker

Ms. Sharron Probyn

Dr. Joseph McCarthy

Ms. Aiden Carson

Mr. David Gauck

Ms. Tatjana Adams

Mr. Eric Marsh

Mr. John Blair
Dr. Dennis Nagy

As a citizen of N.C., I strongly support the establishment of a bi-
partisan committee to determine districts that are fair to all of the
citizens of North Carolina. The League of Women voters has clearly

demonstrated that such a committee can be successful and we need to
mave forward now with this nrocess.
It is tragic that North Carolina has become the least democratic state

in the U.S. It is even more tragic that the legislature remains
unrepentant. Please do right by the people of NC and reapportion the

state on a fair and iust basis.
If we do not have fair and equal districts it causes the people who do

get voted it to not have valid claims to their jobs. If a candidate wins
by an unfair, rigged system how can that representative feel like
he/she is supported by their constituents? Cheaters are not winners.
Please help make our State elections legitimate!

Please, please let our legislative districts be redrawn in a non-partisan

way, so that we are a true DEMOCRACY.
I live in Wisconsin but all states should have fair and equal re-

districting maps and a non-partisan process for drawing hew maps
that exclude political information like voter registration data, past
election results or where incombents live when drawing maps as well
as compact districts that keep communities together. We need to do
the same in Wisconsin. We have never had the majority of the
districts in our state red before. There is something very fishy going
on and it needs to stop now and become a legal and fair process, not
favoring one party or another. Thank you.

As a registered Republican, I support the goals of common cause in its
quest for non-partisan redistricting. What goes around comes around;
I do not wish to see either party suffer because the other party can
always retaliate. We don't need internecine fighting.

Now that the legislature has an opportunity to remedy the illegally
gerrymandered district map, I strongly urge you to do it right this time.
Let's avoid court challenges by using a non-partisan process to create
compact, contiguous districts which recognize municipal and county
boundaries. Partisan data and use of incumbents' addresses should
not be allowed. Use efficiency gap measurements to assure politically
neutral districts. Be transparent.

Its about time districts are set up by BOTH parties, in a sensible,
compact map (not like one Picasso might draw). Previous voting
tendencies and where incumbents are located should NOT be

considered. Let the voters choose who is 'safe' and who isn't.
Just in case y'all have not noticed, given that it is now obvious to the

average voter that money has a stranglehold on the political process,
and that we are becoming more of an oligarchy by the day, the only
thing standing between a (still) peaceful society in the US and the
outbreak of violent forces is the fragile belief in the integrity of voting.

One would have to be oblivious to the violent beginnings and so-called
"resolution" of economic disparities in this country over the course of
US history (i.e., civil war) to not acknowledge that BOTH parties are
playing with fire when they undermine the last hope people have for
having a say in this (barely still) Republic.

A reminder from Merriam-Webster on the definition of a republic, as
this appears to have slipped away from us:

"- a government in which supreme power resides in a body of citizens
entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and representatives
responsible to them and governing according to law."

I am humble enough to know that yes, the unthinkable that is
happening in many other countries can also break out here if the belief
in voting is gutted. I beg the legislature to do the right thing for all of
us, including their own children and grandchildren (!) to restore faith in
the voting process by: non-partisan redistricting, ensuring balloting
security and ending voter purges.

We really need districts drawn independently rather than by the party
in power. Iowa has gone with independently defined districts. Why
cannot North Carolina ?

Create fair districting. We are watching.

I want voting maps drawn free from partisan politics. There are plenty
of modern software/data-based methods for doing this automatically to
create equally-sized (population) districts and geographically
centralized district areas with regularly-shaped boundaries. Anything
other than that is just old-fashioned partisan game-playing. It's time,
finally, in 2017 to end the games and return elections to their real
purpose of debating issues and selecting cadidates based on those

icciine
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Mr. David Finck

Glenda Keel

Ms. Beth Stanberry

Ms. Jill Gulliksen

Mrs. Hazel Poolos

Mr. Matthew Mengert

Ms. Carol Strickland

When our legislators pick their voters, instead of the voters choosing
their legislators, the push and pull in the marketplace of ideas that
leads to progress for everyone has failed. Democracy itself has has
failed as a plausible and effective means of government of, by, and for
the people. It means that government has been captured by a small
segment of society and representation of the divergent viewpoints has
been lost to the eventual detriment of all. In a world which we all
characterize by relationships -- up-down, conservative-liberal, black-
white -- the lack of meaningful dialogue, dialogue that can actually
result in new understandings and compromise, leads inevitably to the
polarization, contempt, and hate that have infected our government
and our society at all levels. I firmly believe that our continued
existence as an effective democracy and leading light of the world
rests on the ability of our elected leaders to trust that there is a
collective wisdom in the voice of the people, if only the people are
allowed to express themselves in an unfettered manner. Nowhere is
this more important than at the ballot box. I believe it is of utmost
importance that voting districts be redrawn in @ manner that best
represents the diversity of thought among our people and should be in
no way "gamed" to lend a strategic advantage to either of our
dominant political parties.

I urge that gerrymandering be eliminated in NC. Districts should be
drawn in @ nonpartisan nanner. The Iowa and California models are
good examples of methodology. Keep our communities whole and our

districts comoact.
Give us fair, constitutional, non-partisan districts, now. It may not be

easy, but it is necessary. You can't speak for "the people" if you've
weaseled the districts.

Please adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps excluding
political information like voter registration data, past election results or
where incumbents live when drawing maps.

ThAanl viAan

I support non partisan redistricting because gerrymandering is
undemocratic, unrepresentative, and unfair - particularly in NC.

In partisan districting systems, “representatives choose their voters,
rather than voters choosing their representatives.”

In the 2016 NCGA elections, Republicans received 52% of votes for the
House and 56% of votes for the Senate - but they won over 60% of
House seats and 70% of Senate seats.

The Electoral Integrity Project, which measures the the quality of
elections worldwide, gave NC a score of 7/100 on the integrity of its
voting districts, lower than any other state - or country - analyzed.

Gerrymandering decreases competition, and contributes to political
polarization.

In the 2016 NCGA elections, per Ballotpedia, less than 15% of the
races in the House and Senate were competitive.

When representatives are able to choose their voters - and thus are
not accountable to a broad constituency - they can afford to play solely
to their base.

This means not only that many interests are neglected in any given
district, but also that more extreme interests/positions tend to prevail
(polarization).

Legal challenges to partisan districting have been costly for our state.
There have been over 30 court interventions in the redistricting
process over the past 30 years in NC.

In the last 6 years alone, NC has paid over $5 million for redistricting
litigation.

Nonpartisan redistricting would make our elections more democratic
and fair.

A vanll_AaciAanAad nAannna vhican AickrictinAa cvickarm wiAnlAd vakiien A A

I want fair district lines. I want communities kept intact. I want no
partisan information affecting these redistricted lines. Our American

democracv must not be riaaed for either partv.
Take politics out of the equation. Keep an eye on the efficiency gap.

Lets stop wasting the states money on this stuff, its time to get back to
business.

Everyone will be satisfied if an independent commission is assigned to
do this work. Why busy legislators with this nonsense drawing?

Thank you

There are computer programs that will construct neutral, fair districts.
We should use a program (making sure it's not biased, to formulate
our districts. We must have fair districtina! Thank vou.
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Elliott Feldman

Kathy Von St Paul

Ms. CJ Breland

Martha Whitney

Mrs. Linda Linfors

Mr. George Linfors

Mrs. Christine Swanson

Ms. Dana Courtney

Mrs. Kathleen Hoffmann

In recent years the NCGA has been enacting legislation that is extreme
and not consistent with the views of a large portion, perhaps a
majority, of North Carolinians.

Part of the reason lies in the fact that Democratic voters are
underrepresented because of gerrymandered districts. Democratic
voters are concentrated--packed into a few districts, allowing others to
be largely Republican.

It is time to have a more representative NCGA which can be achieved
if Senate and House legislative districts are fairly drawn without
partisan bias. This means turning over the process to a hon-partisan
committee or, at least a bipartisan committee.

With compact districts drawn without partisan bias, legislation will be
more representative of majority opinion and will better enable
accountability since legislators will know that they can be voted out if
Pl awe realize that the citizens of this state deserve an intellectual
gent, nonpartisan plan. We recognize the foolery that goes on and are
quite. Arable of. Going all of you out with appropriate redistoring so

that our vote counts.
A bipartisan committee needs to do the redistricting. Nothing else will

be fair.

I encourage you to: adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new
maps, exclude political information like voter registration data, past
election results or where incumbents live when drawing maps; and

draw compact districts that keep communities together. Please make
votina fair in NC.
I am passionately in favor of adopting a nonpartisan process for

drawing new maps which will exclude political information like voter
registration data, past election results or where incumbents live when
drawing maps. I urge the Assembly to draw compact districts that
keep communities together. This way the Democrats don't get to
gerrymander the districts when they get back in power. This is the
way to be fair to all voters in NC.

We need to adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps which
will exclude political information like voter registration data, past
election results or where incumbents live when drawing maps. I urge
the Assembly to draw compact districts that keep communities
together. This way the Democrats don't get to gerrymander the
districts when they get back in power. This is the way to be fair to all
voters in NC.

It is time to address fair redistricting. As a State we need to have a
nonpartisan process/Commission for drawing legislative maps. We
should not consider past election results or be looking to see how
heavily a district votes. A district should not encompass multiple
counties when it can be avoided. example: someone in Guilford
County representing someone in Durham County. Please do the right
thing and stop showcasing our State as a national embarrassment. We
the people of NC are better than what you have put forward.

As a regular voter I believe in the importance of voter participation. I
also want to believe we have a fair chance for every voter to know our
vote counts. I think connected communities are best able to
determine needs and to advocate for those needs through Fair Maps -
Maps not drawn on race or political party advantages. I expect the
Redistricting Committee to use the best advice from non-partial experts
to draw the new maps. Frankly I would feel more safe if an
independent body were responsible. Thank you!

For decades, NC has used a system in which the party in control of the
legislature also controlled the redistricting process and managed that
process to ensure voting maps that heavily favored one party or the
other. This process has now become so expertly tailored using voter
data that it produces many voting districts whose geographical
distortion is patently absurd to look at on a map. The courts have had
no difficulty recognizing that this is an assault on the democratic
process.

In addition to the courts, a majority of North Carolinians support
independent redistricting, as shown by a January survey from Public
Policy Polling that found 59 percent of voters in favor of making the
map-drawing process nonpartisan, with just 15 percent opposed to
reforming the current system.

It is the job of the General Assembly to commit to an unbiased,
nonpartisan process for drawing new voter maps immediately and
continuing in the future. These maps must not be based on political
information like voter registration data or where incumbents live. The
maps should reflect coherent geographic areas that keep communities
together so that everyone’s votes contribute to the selection process of
our government representatives.

Listen to the courts and the people of North Carolina. We want free
and fair elections now and in the future.
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Last fall I saw a map which was generated by an independent
organization which showed districts pretty much as squares. It was
explained that a couple of areas weren't quite squares because
additional area was needed to equal the population in those districts.

This seems like a fair way to set up the districts and the work has
alreadv heen dnne
Gerrymandering is against the NC Constitution requirements for one

person one vote and whole counties. End the unconstitutional practice

and return power to the citizens!
Please - gerrymandering on the part of BOTH parties has to end now.

The citizens of North Carolina do not feel represented by their elected
officials. We feel that elections have been stolen because of extreme
gerrymandering and that the voice of the people needs to be heard.
Since a majority of the joint redistricting committee has supported
impartial redistricting in the past, I urge you to adopt a nonpartisan
system for moving forward on new district plans.

Please redistrict in a nonpartisan way that avoids gerrymandering and
race.

Thank you,
Tim Westerman
We need fair maps that reflect the realities on the ground rather than

the ideology of those doing the redistricting.
I urge the committee to:

1. adopt a nonpartisan process for drawing new maps

2. exclude political information like voter registration data, past
election results or where incumbents live when drawing maps

3. draw compact districts that keep communities together

e Appropriate criteria are essential to create districts that reflect voter
choices rather than legislators choosing their voters.

e Partisan data and the use of incumbents’ addresses should be
prohibited from use. The efficiency gap should be used to assure that
politically neutral districts are drawn.

e Voting districts should be compact and contiguous as measured by
PolsbyPopper Test or other mathematical assessments. Political
boundaries (county, city, precinct) and communities of interest should
be maintained as much as possible.

¢ The “opportunity for protected classes of voters to elect the
candidates of their choice” as required by the Voting Rights Act should
be measured by polarized voting analysis data.

¢ Adopt a transparent process including details such as the data
assumptions used and live-streaming all meetings to built citizen
confidence of the process.

e Please let me know if there is any specific information that I can
provide.

The Legislature needs to appoint a non-partisan redistricting
commission to draw the

leaislative districts now and for the future!
Gerrymandering is the biggest threat to our democracy and is the

biggest culprit in the dysfunction of our government. It causes a huge
imbalance and disrupts the equality of votes. It hurts both parties at
different points in time, and hurts the people ALL of the time.

Non-partisan boundaries for elections are CRUCIAL. I think they
should be created by computer algorithms based on population size
and communities with NO INPUT

Gerrymandering is the biggest threat to our democracy and is the
biggest culprit in the dysfunction of our government. It causes a huge
imbalance and disrupts the equality of votes. It hurts both parties at
different points in time, and hurts the people ALL of the time. It
results in litigation after litigation and billions of dollars of taxpayer
money wasted on lawsuits of one faction of government against the
other. We need real competition for government positions, real
representation by elected officials, and people who are willing to
compromise on solutions that work for everyone.

Non-partisan boundaries for elections are CRUCIAL. I think they
should be created by computer algorithms based on population size
and communities with NO INPUT about race, gender, or political

consider any political information such as voter registration
information, past election results or where politicians live. The districts

should be compact and simple in shape and form, keeping
commiinities toaether.
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Ms. Susan Koontz

Dr. Robert Hawkins

Sean Pratt

Ms. Lewise Busch

Mrs. Ann Parvin

Mrs. Diane Geitner

Mr. Mark Nippert

David Meeker
Leslie Kern

Elaine Tobin

Dr. Erica Carroll

This is the criteria I would like to be used when drawing the new
maps:

1. Politically Neutral — No addresses of candidates or incumbents
should be used, and residents’ voting histories should not be
considered.

2. Compact and Contiguous — Voters within a district should not be
unnecessarily dispersed, and no voting district may be geographically
divided, or split, by another district, i.e. all portions of a district must
connect.

3. Respect Boundaries — Avoid dividing counties and municipalities
where possible.

4. Protect Communities of Interest — Avoid dividing communities of
interest where possible. Communities of interest typically have social,
cultural, racial, ethnic, and/or economic interests in common.

5. Transparent Process — The process of creating maps should be
transparent, providing maps as soon as possible, live-streaming
meetings, and allowing the public to provide suggestions for changes
to the draft maps.

Our forefathers generally did a great job in writing the Constitution.
But they probably didn't expect that there would be such partisan
extremism as we have today, so they left it to the legislators to do the
redistricting. Sadly--with the help of computers--that has allowed a
very undemocratic process to result. The product is gerrymandering in
its extreme. What we now need is a process that will reinstate the
"one man, one vote" concept, with voters choosing their legislative
representatives, according to their best judgement. Every person,
including every legislator, knows that the present process is
UNDEMOCRATIC and should be changed. Please make it a democratic

We have been in court over these maps since they were made years
ago. We should have a Non Partisan Redistricting Commission so that
this completely political and racial gerrymandering can no longer occur.
The people in charge of drawing the new maps have had plenty of
time to draw them and shouldn't be given an extension. They need to
also establish a Non Partisan Redistricting Commission so that we
won't waste so much time and money fighting illegal maps in court.

There is a proposed law that should have been passed many years
ago, but should pass now so we aren't in this situation again. The
majority of people in NC want there to be Non Partisan Redistricting.
Let's make that happen. And let's not racially or politically gerrymander
these maps due on September 1.

Please use fair, non-partisan guidelines in developing congressional
district lines. The guidelines should not include residences of
incumbents or voting demographic data. I hope they will include
equality of voter numbers, contiguity and reasonable concentration of
shape. The principle of one person-one vote should be observed.
Since people who are incarcerated cannot vote, their home residences
should be considered their residences. Thank you for attending to my
concerns.

I AviicA Dii~rh

Please adopt a non partisan procedure for redistricting.
Overwhelmingly supported by NC citizens who are sick of the political
games and the resulting waste of state resources in legal battles. Many

in legislature support; stop blocking a non partisan approach. Get it
done riaht.

We need fair unbiased districts that encourage people to vote and to
bring Nc into the civilized world

If you are going to sabotage representation, please don't turn around
and tell me with a straight face that you believe in representative

democracv.

Could we make the drawing of these districts non partisan as well as
not based on race?

Please create a fair map for districts for NC. It is necessary for our
democracy.We are watching.

I have recently moved here and I am appalled by the legislature's
failure to create districts that are fair and so all voters can have equal
representation. We should a state government that is truly of the

peoble. bv the neoble and for the peonle.
It is disheartening to know that our representatives will not use an non-

partisan entity to draw voting districts. A non-biased creator (even a
computer) is so obviously the only way the districts will actually be
created fairly. I am so very sad that our State does not prioritize
hearing from it's citizens (by letting us vote fairly). NC is only
interested in maintaining political power of individuals and parties. In
this way, we are no better than a dictatorship. Please, use non-biased
people (or computers) to draw our voting districts and stop silencing

NAavkhh CavAalinianna~
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Ms. Rebecca Carina

Mary McMillan

Ms. Scott Pope

Mrs. Linda McPHAIL

Dr. Pamela Schwingl

Mrs. Jennifer Williams

Mr. Francis Werner

Mr. William Garrard

Mrs. Jane Gorski

Ingrid McCausland

As I learn more about legislative redistricting requirements and
process, obviously it can and has become a much more complicated
process than need be. Given the primary intent is for all NC citizens to
have equal votes in the NC Legislature and the US House, the primary
criteria for every district is one rep per a given size population and take
into consideration Voting Rights Act. In addition, the only mention of
terrain is respect for county lines, often drawn just like state
boundaries with respect to rivers, mountains, and other environmental
factors. There is nothing in law that I see that would allow a political
party to structure districts to favor their own future as a
representative. Therefore, it makes most sense for neutral group to
take on this task. If members of a political party do a good job
representing their constituents, they will be reelected. If they don't,
they need to leave. Dominating by creating an illegitimate majority is
a coward's way and will not survive in the long run. So be neutral and
make this redistricting process practical that facilitates the voting of
residents and not structured to try to get a particular outcome. Let's
make it easy for people to come voice their choices.

I am in favor of nonpartisan redistricting. I think that members of the

League of Women Voters could do the job quite well.
North Carolina is a beautiful state with laws and voting maps that are,

well less than beautiful.

Please insure that the new voting district maps represent the voters,
not the politicians.

Thank you in advance for doing the right/correct thing.

CQrntt Pnnea

I would like to urge the legislature to be completely non-partisan when
redrawing legislative districts in NC. Please use the following guidelines
in designing the process: 1) exclude political information like voter
registration data, past election results or where incumbents live, and 2)
draw compact districts that keep communities together.

Thank you for your consideration.

I support a nonpartisan redistricting commission to be formed to create
fair maps based on models put forward by FairVote.org. Generally, the
commission should be mandated to put forward a one-person-one-vote
map scheme to maximize voter efficiency, and thereby enhance
democratic norms and values. I want to be in a competitive district,
hear both sides of an argument by candidates, and know that my
representative is not looking over his left or right shoulder ONLY, but is
listening to all of his constituency. I want to support a democratic, not
oligarchical system in this country.

I do not believe either political party can be trusted to create fair
electoral maps. For this reason, I am requesting independent
redistricting. The people of NC deserve completely FAIR electoral
maps. Providing us with less than that is not only shirking your duty, it

ic anainst everv nath of office voil tnnk Thanks.
We need to eliminate gerrymandering and have non-partisan voting

districts so the voters can pick their candidates rather than the
candidates picking their voters. This is extremely important to have an
accurate representation of the voters in NC! The overly Republican
legislature in NC represents, at best, maybe 30% of the NC population.

\We need nnn-nartican vntina dictrictcl
It is high time our state adopted a nonpartisan process for drawing

new maps. The party in power should not be the one who decides but
the people.

And the process should exclude political information like voter
registration data, past election results or where incumbents live when
drawin