IN THE SUPREME COURT OF VIRGINIA

PAUL GOLDMAN,
Petitioner,
Record No. 201067

V.

THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS, et al,

Respondents.
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RESPONSE TO MOTION FOR EXPEDITED HEARING

Respondents do not object to petitioner’s motion for expedited
proceedings and consideration of this matter. Respondents also wish to
alert the Court to an important matter involving the timing for
finalizing ballots for the upcoming election.

Although petitioner correctly quotes Virginia Code § 24.2-612 as
requiring “printed ballots [to be] available for absentee voting not later
than 45 days prior to any election,” we are advised that jurisdictions
needed to begin printing ballots earlier this year given complications
created by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, a substantial increase in
demand for absentee ballots, and other factors. We are further advised

that some jurisdictions have already sent ballots to the printer and
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that, for these localities, any changes that are made to the form of the
ballot now will mean that these localities will be unable to mail ballots
to voters 45 days before the election, as required by state and federal
law. Other jurisdictions will finalize ballots no later than this Friday,
September 4, 2020.

Respondents believe that the petition for writ of mandamus and
prohibition is deficient for numerous reasons and should be dismissed.
Given the time constraints, however, respondents do not intend to file
an expedited response in opposition to the petition unless directed to do

so by the Court.

Respectfully submitted,

THE STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS;
THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ELECTIONS; ROBERT BRINK, THE
CHAIR OF THE STATE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS, IN HIS OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; JOHN O'BANNON, THE
DEPUTY CHAIR OF THE STATE BOARD,
IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY; JAMILAH
LECMISE, THE SECRETARY OF THE
STATE BOARD, IN HER OFFICIAL
CAPACITY; AND CHRISTOPHER PIPER,
THE COMMISSIONER OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS, IN HIS
OFFICIAL CAPACITY
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Toby J. Heytens (VSB No. 90788)
Solicitor General

Office of the Attorney General
202 North Ninth Street
Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 786-7240 — Telephone

(804) 371-0200 — Facsimile
theytens@oag.state.va.us




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on this 31st day of August, 2020, a copy of the
foregoing has been dispatched by email and first class, postage prepaid,

U.S. Mail to counsel listed below:

Paul Goldman
P.O. Box 17033
Richmond, VA 23221

Pro Se Petitioner
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