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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

EL PASO DIVISION 
 

LEAGUE OF UNITED LATIN 
AMERICAN CITIZENS, et al., 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, et al., 
 

Plaintiff-Intervenors, 
v. 
 
GREG ABBOTT, in his official capacity as 
Governor of the State of Texas, et al., 
 

Defendants. 
 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§  

EP-21-CV-00259-DCG-JES-JVB 
[Lead Case] 

 
& 
 

All Consolidated Cases 

ORDER SCHEDULING STATUS CONFERENCE  
AND PROVISIONAL TRIAL SETTING 

 The Court SETS the above-captioned case for a STATUS CONFERENCE at 9:00 AM 

Mountain Time on March 20, 2025.  The status conference shall take place IN PERSON1 in 

the Honorable Philip R. Martinez Special Proceedings Courtroom (Room 812) on the 

Eighth Floor of the United States Courthouse, 525 Magoffin Avenue, El Paso, Texas. 

 
1 The Court will not consider requests to hold the status hearing via videoconference absent 

extraordinary circumstances.  The mere inconvenience and expense of traveling to El Paso are not 
extraordinary circumstances. 
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 At the conference, the parties shall discuss: 

(1) Whether the United States intends to continue pursuing its claims in this 
case—and, if not, how that decision will affect the litigation going forward;2 

 
(2) The trial’s anticipated structure and length; 
 
(3) How Texas’s 89th Legislative Session—which, to the best of the Court’s 

knowledge, convened on January 14, 2025 and won’t adjourn until June 2, 
2025—may affect the trial’s timing and structure;  

 
(4) The status of the pending appeals in this case, and how they might affect 

the trial’s timing and structure;3 and 
 
(5) Whether there are any other circumstances or outstanding matters that could 

affect the trial’s timing and structure.4 
 

 
2 The Court has already ordered the United States to disclose its intentions before March 20th, so 

that the Court and the parties can have an informed discussion at the conference.  See, e.g., Letter Brief 
Order, ECF No. 837, at 2 (requiring the United States to inform the Court by February 7, 2025 “whether 
the United States intends to pursue its operative claims”); Extension Order, ECF No. 844, at 1 (extending 
the February 7, 2025 deadline to March 14, 2025). 

3 See Notice of Appeal, League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. Abbott, No. 24-50128 (5th Cir. 
Feb. 27, 2024), ECF No. 1 (Plaintiffs’ appeal of this panel’s December 21, 2023 Memorandum Opinion 
and Order on legislative privilege issues); Notice of Appeal, League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. 
Abbott, No. 24-50449 (5th Cir. June 5, 2024), ECF No. 1 (the LULAC Plaintiffs’ appeal of this panel’s 
June 3, 2024 Memorandum Opinion and Order on legislative privilege issues); Order, League of United 
Latin Am. Citizens v. Abbott, No. 24-50128 (5th Cir. June 6, 2024), ECF No. 35-2 (consolidating the two 
appeals); Notice, League of United Latin Am. Citizens v. Abbott, No. 24-50128 (5th Cir. Jan. 27, 2025), 
ECF No. 118 (tentatively scheduling the consolidated appeals for oral argument the week of March 31, 
2025—roughly a week and a half after the March 20, 2025 status conference scheduled herein).  

4 The Court anticipates ruling on the pending motions to dismiss the Bacy and Fair Maps 
Plaintiffs’ claims before the status conference.  See Mot. Dismiss Fair Maps Pls.’ Suppl. Compl., ECF 
No. 779; Mot. Dismiss Bacy Pls.’ Suppl. Compl., ECF No. 785. 

Additionally, if the United States ultimately declines to pursue its claims, several of the pending 
motions in this case may become moot.  See U.S.’s Mot. Enforce 3d-Party Subpoenas Duces Tecum, ECF 
No. 442; Am. Mot. Dismiss U.S.’s Suppl. Compl., ECF No. 801. 
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 The Court is willing to consider motions to reschedule the March 20, 2025 status 

conference.  Absent extraordinary and unforeseen circumstances, however, any such motion 

must be filed no later than February 21, 2025.  Additionally, any such motion MUST offer at 

least three alternate dates for the conference.  To comply with Western District of Texas Local 

Rule CV-7(G)’s conferral requirement,5 the movant MUST confer with all other parties and 

specify in the motion whether any of the other parties oppose moving the status conference to the 

movant’s preferred date(s). 

 The Court PROVISIONALLY SCHEDULES this case for a TRIAL beginning on May 

21, 2025 at 9:00 A.M. Mountain Time.  The trial shall likewise take place in the Honorable 

Philip R. Martinez Special Proceedings Courtroom (Room 812) on the Eighth Floor of the 

United States Courthouse, 525 Magoffin Avenue, El Paso, Texas. 

 If any party has a preexisting, irresolvable conflict with the May 21, 2025 trial date, that 

party SHALL FILE a notice of that conflict by March 13, 2025.  The Court will discuss any 

such conflicts with the parties at the March 20, 2025 status conference. 

 
5 See W.D. TEX. L.R. CV-7(G) (“The court may refuse to hear or may deny a nondispositive 

motion unless the movant advises the court within the body of the motion that counsel for the parties have 
conferred in a good-faith attempt to resolve the matter by agreement and certifies the specific reason that 
no agreement could be made.”). 
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So ORDERED and SIGNED this 10th day of February 2025. 
 

 
 
 

____________________________________ 
DAVID C. GUADERRAMA 
SENIOR U.S. DISTRICT JUDGE 

 
 

And on behalf of: 

Jerry E. Smith 
United States Circuit Judge 

U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit 

 
-and- 

Jeffrey V. Brown 
United States District Judge 
Southern District of Texas 
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