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Declaration of Jeronimo Cortina, Ph.D.

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, 1, Jeronimo Cortina, declare that:

My name is Jeronimo Cortina, and I am currently an Associate Professor of Political
Science at the University of Houston. I was appointed Associate Professor with tenure at UH in
2015 and have been promoted to Full Professor starting September 1, 2025. I teach courses
related to political behavior and statistical methods and my research revolves around electoral
behavior, election outcomes, and population dynamics particularly in the State of Texas. I have
published peer-reviewed, social science articles about minority electoral behavior, election
turnout, and the impact of election administration changes on turnout. I have previously been
recognized by a three-judge federal court as an expert witness in political behavior, election
analysis, and statistics and testified in deposition and at a preliminary injunction hearing in
League of United Latin American Citizens v. Abbott, No. 21-cv-259 (W.D. Tex. 2022). In this
matter [ am being paid $300/hour.

Basis for Opinion

Unless otherwise stated, all opinions herein are based on my experience and training and
in accordance with generally accepted theories, principles, and methods of the academic
profession and political science. I reserve the right to change, amend and/or modify my opinion
should additional documentation become available.

Facts or Data Considered in Forming Opinion

In forming my opinions in this matter, [ have reviewed maps and corresponding
demographic and electoral data generated by the Texas Legislative Council (TLC) for Tarrant
County Commissioners Court “Map 7,” the most recent commissioner precinct map adopted by
the County on June 3, 2025, as well as for the prior map, which was adopted by the County in
2011 and readopted in 2021 (Benchmark Map). These TLC maps and reports are included in the
Appendix to this report, and “Map 7” is labeled as J2104 while the Benchmark Map is labeled as
J2103. I have also reviewed population and demographic data published by the U.S. Census
Bureau, election results from the Texas Secretary of State, a publicly-available UCLA report
analyzing voting patterns under the Benchmark Map and Map 7, Resolutions, Orders, Meeting
Minutes, and other Commissioners Court documents regarding the most recent and prior
redistricting processes, videos of Commissioners Court meetings, and video of a television
interview with County Judge Tim O’Hare. I intend to review additional documents as they
become available to me.

Statement of Opinions I will Express and the Basis and Reasons for the Opinions

In this matter, I was asked to evaluate the transfer of people from even-numbered to odd-
numbered commissioner precincts in Map 7 versus the Benchmark Map. Voters residing in even-
numbered precincts under the Benchmark Map last voted for commissioner in November 2022
and were next eligible to vote for that office in November 2026. For those voters moved from an
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even-numbered to an odd-numbered precinct, they will no longer be able to cast a ballot for
commissioner in November 2026 and will instead wait six years, until November 2028, to vote
for commissioner. In the interim two years, they will be represented by a commissioner in whose
election they did not participate. [ was asked to assess the demographic composition of the
voting age population that is shifted in this manner to determine whether any particular group is
disproportionately affected in relation to their countywide population. I was likewise asked to
assess whether any particular political group disproportionately loses its ability to vote in the
2026 commissioner election.

In addition, I was asked to analyze whether the adoption of Map 7 more negatively
affects certain racial or ethnic groups compared to others and to assess the procedural and
substantive aspects of the 2025 Tarrant County redistricting compared to prior redistricting
processes.

Finally, I was asked to review comments made by County Judge O’Hare regarding the
adoption of Map 7 and provide context on how they compare to public statements by
government officials regarding redistricting in other jurisdictions.

1. Tarrant County’s Population Change (2010-2020)

The 2020 Census reported Tarrant County to have a sizeable population growth. Table 1!
below reports the changes by population and demographic breakdown and Table 22 reports the
changes by voting age population (VAP).

TABLE 1: TARRANT COUNTY TOTAL POPULATION (2010-2020)

Year Total Anglo? Black Hispanic
Population Population Population Population
(% of total) (% of total) (% of total)
2010 1,809,034 937,135 (51.8%) | 262,522 (14.5%) | 482,977 (26.7%)
2020 2,110,640 904,884 (42.9%) | 404,404 (19.2%) | 620,907 (29.4%)

1 U.S. Census Bureau, P2 Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race, Tarrant County, Texas,
https://data.census.gov/table/  DECENNIALPL2020.P2?g=050XX00US48439&y=2020&d=DEC+Redistricting+Dat
at(PL+94-171) (2020 Census); U.S. Census Bureau, P9 Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race,
Tarrant County, Texas, https://data.census.gov/table/ DECENNIALSF12010.P9?g=Tarrant+County,+Texas (2010
Census).

2 U.S. Census Bureau, P4 Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race for the Population 18 Years and
Over,

https://data.census.gov/table/  DECENNIALPL2020.P4?¢=050XX00US48439&y=2020&d=DEC+Redistricting+Dat
at(PL+94-171) (2020 Census); U.S. Census Bureau, P4 Hispanic or Latino, and Not Hispanic or Latino by Race for
the Population 18 Years and Over,

https://data.census.gov/table/ DECENNIALPL2010.P4?g=Tarrant+County,+Texas&t=Hispanictor+Latino&d=DEC
+Redistricting+Data+(PL+94-171) (2010 Census).

3 “Anglo” in this report refers to the Census Bureau’s “White Not Hispanic™ category. The reported numbers are for
Hispanic, White Not Hispanic Alone, and Black Alone.
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As Table 1 shows, Tarrant County’s population growth came entirely from non-Anglos,
with its Anglo population decreasing.

TABLE 2: TARRANT COUNTY VOTING AGE POPULATION (2010-2020)

Year Total VAP Anglo VAP Black VAP Hispanic VAP
(% of total) (% of total) (% of total)

2010 1,301,973 736,930 (56.6%) | 180,989 (13.9%) | 298,169 (22.9%)

2020 1,574,046 738,298 (46.9%) | 281,397 (17.9%) | 414,177 (26.3%)

As with Tarrant County’s change in total population, the growth in its voting age
population was almost entirely from non-Anglos.

2. Effect of Map 7°s Movement of Voters to Odd-Numbered Precincts Where
Commissioner Elections Will Not Occur until November 2028

A. Racially Disparate Effect

Map 7 moves a large number of adults (i.e, VAP) from even-numbered to odd-numbered
precincts, thus preventing them from casting a ballot for commissioner in November 2026 when
they were otherwise eligible to vote. The racial composition of this group is striking compared to
the County as a whole. Black Tarrant County adults and Latino Tarrant County adults are much
more likely to be affected than are Anglo Tarrant County voters, as Table 3 below shows.*

TABLE 3: VAP LOSING 2026 COMMISSIONER VOTE BY RACE/ETHNICITY

Total VAP Anglo VAP Black VAP Latino VAP

Countywide Total 1,574,046 | 738,298 (46.9%) | 281,397 (17.9%) | 414,177 (26.3%)

Moved from Even 153,581 39,451 (25.7%) | 47,859 (31.2%) 48,924 (31.9%)
to Odd Precinct

Countywide 9.8% 5.3% 17.0% 11.8%
Percentage Losing
2026 Vote

As Table 3 reflects, Map 7 causes over 150,000 Tarrant County residents of voting age to
lose their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026, and thus requires them to wait six rather than
four years to participate in the election of commissioners. There is a substantial racially disparate

4 For countywide data, see U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census, Tarrant County, Texas, P4 Hispanic or Latino, and
Not Hispanic or Latino by Race for the Population 18 Years and Over,
https://data.census.gov/table?g=050XX00US48439&y=2020&d=DEC+Redistricting+Data+(PL+94-171); For data
regarding population shifted from even to odd precincts, see Appendix B, TLC Red-340T.
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effect, assessed both in raw numbers and percentages. Although there are 456,901 more Anglo
adults than Black adults in Tarrant County, 8,408 more Black adults than Anglo adults lose their
ability to vote for commissioner in 2026.

In percentage terms, Anglo make up 46.9% of Tarrant County’s VAP, but just 25.7% of
the VAP who lose their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026. Overall, just 5.3% of the Anglo
VAP in Tarrant County loses their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026 (roughly 1 in 20
Anglo adults). By contrast, 17.9% of Tarrant County’s VAP is Black, but 31.2% of the VAP that
loses their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026 is Black. Overall, 17.0% of Black VAP in
Tarrant County loses their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026 (roughly 1 in 6 Black adults).
Map 7 thus causes Black adults to be between three and four times more likely than Anglo adults
to lose their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026.

Latinos are also disproportionately affected compared to Anglos. Although there are
324,121 more Anglo adults in Tarrant County, 9,473 more Latino adults than Anglo adults lose
their ability to vote for commissioner in 2026. Overall, 11.8% of Latino VAP lose their ability to
vote for commissioner in 2026 (roughly 1 in 8 Latino adults). Map 7 thus causes Latino adults to
be between two and three times as likely as Anglo adults to lose their ability to vote for
commissioner in 2026.

B. Politically Disparate Effect

Map 7 also causes a particular political group—Democratic voters—to lose their ability to
vote for commissioner in 2026 in numbers substantially disproportionate to their share of the
countywide electorate. Table 4° reports the election results for the 2024 President, 2024 U.S.
Senate, and 2022 Governor contests countywide and among the voters who lose their ability to
vote for commissioner in 2026.

TABLE 4: VOTERS LOSING 2026 COMMISSIONER VOTE BY ELECTION RESULT

2024 President 2024 U.S Senate 2022 Governor
Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem. Rep. Dem.
Countywide 51.8% 46.7% 48.7% 48.9% 51.3% 47.3%
Moved from 35.5% 62.7% 32.5% 65.3% 32.3% 66.7%
Even to Odd
Precinct

As Table 4 reflects, the voters who lose their ability to cast a ballot for commissioner in
2026 are substantially disproportionately Democratic voters in contrast to the closely divided
electoral makeup of Tarrant County.

® Appendix B, TLC Red-240, Plan Overlap Election Analysis; Texas Secretary of State Nov. 2024 Election Results,
https://results.texas-election.com/races.
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3. Map 7’s Racially Disparate Negative Impact

As I explain above, Map 7 negatively affects Black voters and Latino voters compared to
Anglo voters in how it makes them much more likely to lose their ability to vote for
commissioner in 2026 and wait six, instead of four, years before participating in electing
commissioners. The configuration of Map 7’s precinct boundaries also negatively affects non-
Anglo voters by reducing the number of majority-minority precincts from two to one. Table 5°
below reports the VAP and citizen voting age population (CVAP) by racial group for the four
precincts under both the Benchmark Map and Map 7. What it shows is the conversion of Precinct
2 from a majority-minority to a majority-Anglo district. Precinct 2’s Anglo voter share increases
by 10 percentage points, while Precinct 1 becomes heavily minority, with its Anglo voter share
decreasing by 12 percentage points. Precinct 1°s increase in Black voter share corresponds to a
decrease in Precinct 2. And Precinct 1°s increase in Latino voter share corresponds to a decrease
in Precinct 4’s Latino voter share.

TABLE 5: RACIAL DEMOGRAPHICS MAP COMPARISON

Anglo VAP/CVAP | Black VAP/CVAP | Latino VAP/CVAP

Benchmark Precinct 1

34.4%/39.4%

29.7%/30.3%

30.1%/24.9%

Map 7 Precinct 2

22.4%/27.5%

36.2%/37.8%

34.3%/27.8%

Benchmark Precinct 2

40.1%/45.9%

23.9%/24.1%

25.3%/20.6%

Map 7 Precinct 2

50.3%/55.7%

16.1%/16.2%

25.1%/20.8%

Benchmark Precinct 3

64.3%/69.8%

8.6%/8.4%

15.7%/13.2%

Map 7 Precinct 3 62.9%/67.8% 9.4%7/9.4% 15.6%/13.4%
Benchmark Precinct 4 48.8%/56.0% 9.4%7/9.5% 34.2%/28.1%
Map 7 Precinct 4 51.0%/58.4% 10.4%/10.3% 30.6%/25.2%

These shifts result in three of the four precincts being Anglo majority VAP and CVAP,
even though Anglo voters comprise 46.9% of the County’s overall VAP and 52.9% of the
County’s overall CVAP.” Under the Benchmark Map, Anglo voters were the majority in a share
of precincts (50%) that roughly matched their countywide share of voters. Map 7 sees Anglo
voters gain a windfall, with a majority in 75% of the precincts.

6 Appendix A TLC Red-116, American Community Survey Special Tabulation Plan J2103 (Benchmark Map
CVAP); Appendix A TLC Red-101T, District Population Analysis with County Subtotals Plan J2103 (Benchmark
VAP); Appendix B TLC Red-116, American Community Survey Special Tabulation Plan J2104 (Map 7 CVAP);
Appendix B TLC Red-101T, District Population Analysis with County Subtotals Plan J2104 (Map 7 VAP).

" U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey Citizen Voting Age Population by Race and Ethnicity (2023),
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/about/voting-rights/cvap.html.
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These racial shifts can be best visualized on the maps themselves. Below are maps
showing Black and Latino VAP in the Benchmark Map and Map 7, showing how Precinct 1 was
altered in a manner that collects nearly all voting tabulation districts with large Black populations
(shown in increasing population share from blue to green to orange). Likewise, several heavily
Latino VTDs were shifted from Precinct 4 to Precinct 1, while much of Precinct 1’s Anglo
population was shifted to Precinct 2.

Benchmark Map Black VAP Map 7 Black VAP

Benchmark Map Latino VAP Map 7 Latino VAP

Map 7 is especially notable for its careful concentration of Black voters into Precinct 1.
The racial sorting of Map 7’s reconfiguration of precinct lines can also be illustrated with maps
showing Anglo population, demonstrating how Anglo voters are now concentrated in Precincts
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2, 3, and 4, shown below (with the same color gradation of increasing Anglo share from blue to
green to orange). While Benchmark Map Precincts 1 and 2 were racially diverse, Map 7’s
precincts are racially segregated, as illustrated below.

Benchmark Map Anglo VAP Map 7 Anglo VAP

In addition, I have reviewed a racially polarized voting analysis conducted by the UCLA
Voting Rights Project.® It found that Black voters and Latino voters in Tarrant County cohesively
support the same candidates, with around 70% of Latino and 90% of Black voters casting ballots
for the same candidates, while Anglo voters support opposing candidates at rates ranging from
72% to 88%.° The report shows that under the Benchmark Map, candidates supported by Black
and Latino voters regularly carry both Precincts 1 and 2. By contrast, under Map 7 those
candidates only carry Precinct 1. Map 7 therefore reduces the electoral power of Black and
Latino voters.

Overall, the Benchmark Map accords with the underlying demographic makeup of the
County. By contrast, Map 7 negatively affects Black voters and Latino voters and
disproportionately benefits Anglo voters.

4. Comparison of 2025 and Prior Redistricting Processes

The 2025 Tarrant County redistricting differed in procedure and substance from the
County’s prior redistricting processes. Following each decennial Census from 1991 through
2021, the Commissioners Court retained the Texas-based law firm Bickerstaff, Health, Delgado,
Acosta LLP to facilitate the County’s redistricting process.!?

8 Attached at Appendix E. At my request, I was provided the data underlying the UCLA report. I concur in the
report’s conclusions regarding racially polarized voting in Tarrant County.
9

Id.
10 Tarrant County Commissioners Court, Aug. 24, 2021 Meeting Video at 2:06:50,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=698.
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A. 2011 Process

The 2011 process began on March 1, 2011 with the Commission voting unanimously to
approve the retention of Bickerstaff.!! A little over two months later at the Commission’s May
10, 2011 meeting, Attorney Bob Heath from Bickerstaff presented an Initial Assessment of
redistricting to the Commission.!? Mr. Heath’s oral presentation was accompanied by a slide
presentation and he provided an overview of the legal requirements for redistricting under the
Voting Rights Act and the Constitution. The Assessment provided population data for the then-
benchmark map (adopted in 2001) showing the map had an overall population deviation of
15.12%, proposed redistricting criteria, and a proposed timeline.!? At its June 28, 2011 meeting,
the Commission voted unanimously to adopt redistricting criteria.'* There were nine adopted
criteria focusing on traditional redistricting principles and legal compliance, as shown below:

" Tarrant County Commissioners Court, Mar. 1, 2011 Meeting Video at 45:39,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=3026.

12 Tarrant County Commissioners Court, May 10, 2011 Meeting Video at 44:35,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=2986.

'3 Tarrant County 2011 Redistricting, Bickerstaff Health Delgado Acosta LLP,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=1306389&type=2 (copy included in Appendix C).

" Tarrant County Commissioners Court, June 28, 2011 Meeting Video at 3:05,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=2946. The Resolution listing the criteria are
available at the agenda item link and the signed version (Tarrant County Order 110675) is attached in Appendix C
and available at https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=58961.
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At the Commission’s July 26, 2011 meeting, the Commissioners scheduled a public
hearing for August 17, 2011 at 7 pm.'> It was set for the evening “so that people who are
working have the ability to come down and voice their opinion.”'® The commissioners discussed
approving a preliminary map so that the public could have the proposal under consideration
available to them at the public hearing. Because commissioners were interested in additional
changes being made to the preliminary map before approving it, approval was delayed until the

'S Tarrant County Commissioners Court, July 26, 2011 Meeting Video at 10:45,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting TemplateId=2938.
18 1d. at 12:32.
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August 2, 2011 meeting.!” The preliminary map was approved at the August 2, 2011 meeting,'®
and the public hearing was held as scheduled on August 17, 2011.'° Attorney Heath gave a
presentation and there was a Spanish translator available at the public hearing for any members
of the public needing translation as well as a person translating into American Sign Language.?’
No members of the public spoke in support or opposition of the map. On August 30, 2011, the
Commissioners Court voted unanimously to adopt the map.?! The map made relatively minor
changes to the boundaries that were in place since 2001, as illustrated below.??

2001 Map 2011 Map

B. 2021 Process

The COVID pandemic delayed the release of the 2020 Census redistricting data, with the
redistricting data not released until late August 2021. As a result, the 2021 process was
conducted more quickly than the 2011 process. It began with the August 17, 2021
Commissioners Court Meeting, when the commissioners had an initial discussion with Attorney
Heath from Bickerstaff to discuss the timeline of the process and the release of Census data.?? At
the August 24, 2021 meeting, the Commission unanimously approved the retention of
Bickerstaff to facilitate the redistricting process.?* Bickerstaff presented regarding the
redistricting legal requirements and gave its Initial Assessment and proposed redistricting criteria

7 1d. at 13:40.
'8 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Aug. 2, 2011 Meeting Video at 1:55:33,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=2934.
'9 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Aug. 17, 2011 Meeting,
%tps://tarrantcounty.primegov.c0m/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId:29 18.

Id.
2 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Aug. 30, 2011 Meeting Video at 23:41,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting TemplateId=2906.
22 Tarrant County Commissioners Court 2011 Adopted Map,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/meeting/attachment/1304934.pdf’name=2011%20REDISTRICTING%20MAP;
App. C (2001 Map, Bickerstaff Initial Assessment Slides).
23 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Aug. 17, 2021 Meeting Video at 1:27:30,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting TemplateId=702.
24 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Aug. 24, 2021 Meeting Video at 2:02:05,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateId=698.

10
10
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at the September 28, 2021 Commissioners Court meeting.?> According to the 2020 Census, the
existing map was well within equal population requirements, with an overall deviation of just
1.97%.2° At the meeting, the Commissioners Court passed a Resolution adopting redistricting
criteria focusing on traditional redistricting principles and legal compliance, as shown below.?’

%5 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Sept. 28, 2021 Agenda and Materials,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=126417 (Initial Assessment attached in
Appendix D).

% Id.

2" Id. A copy of the signed Order adopting redistricting principles is attached in Appendix D and is available at
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=56957.

1 11
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A total of six public input sessions and two public drawing sessions were held between
October 12, 2021 and October 26, 2021 at locations across the county.?® Every comment from
the public received at those sessions was in favor of maintaining the existing map.?° At the
October 19, 2021 Commissioners Court meeting, another public input session was held regarding
redistricting.’® Attorney Heath presented and noted that the precincts were actually closer to
population equality than they were when originally adopted in 2011 and that there was no legal
requirement to change the precinct lines.>! No members of the public made any comments at the
hearing.*

On November 1, 2021, a proposed map was submitted for the Commissioners Court’s
consideration by former State Representative Bill Zedler. The image scanned as part of the
Commission’s records of the proposal is shown below, with darker black lines and shading
illustrating the boundaries.*

Zedler 2021 Proposal

28 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Communication re Court Order 136729, Nov. 2, 2021,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/viewer?id=1237609&type=2.

2 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Nov. 2, 2021 Meeting Video at 2:10:14,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting ?meeting Templateld=126393.

30 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Oct. 19, 2021 Meeting Video at 1:21:26,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=126405.

3 1d. at 1:22:19.

32 1d. at 1:28:40.

33 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Nov. 2, 2021 Meeting Data Archive, Scan Page 2444070,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting ?meeting Templateld=126457.

12 12
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Several members of the public, including former Rep. Zedler, spoke in favor of the
proposal. Speaking to its features, Rep. Zedler explained that it “accounts for growth of minority
communities and attempts to include them within common districts.”** Attorney Heath noted that
he had received a copy of the map the day prior and noted that the map did not follow several of
the adopted redistricting criteria and that “it moves a substantial minority population out of
District 2 and into District 1, and of course as I mentioned, pairs the two minority
commissioners. I don’t want to get into in public session the details of any legal analysis about
litigation risk, but there are at least questions under the Voting Rights Act.”**> Commissioner
Brooks spoke against the proposal, as did then-County Judge Whitley. Ultimately, the
Commissioners Court voted 4-1 to adopt the existing precinct lines.?® The Zedler proposal
appears by its configuration, however, to be a prototype of seven proposals considered during the
2025 process.

C. 2025 Process

The 2025 process differs at the outset—not just from prior Tarrant County redistricting but
from redistricting generally at the local, state, and national level-because it was conducted in the
middle of the decennial Census period. This is extremely rare, and was especially so in the
twentieth century in the absence of a court order to redistrict. Indeed, it was uncommon for
Texas Commissioners Courts to redistrict at all until the 1960s, when the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that they were required to balance population.?” It was not a common phenomenon in 1982
when Congress reauthorized Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. Texas’s congressional map mid-
decade redistricting in the early 2000s, addressed by the United States Supreme Court in LULAC
v. Perry, is the most notable modern mid-decade redistricting, though it like most other examples
followed a court-imposed map that governed the prior elections.

The 2025 Tarrant County mid-decade redistricting process began on the April 2, 2025
Commissioners Court meeting, with an agenda item from County Judge O’Hare to approve a
legal services agreement between Tarrant County and the Virginia-based Public Interest Legal
Foundation (PILF) to manage redistricting of the commissioners’ precincts for the 2026
election.*® There was no open bidding for the legal services contract, despite the fact that the
proposed legal services agreement would depart from using the services of the Texas-based
Bickerstaftf law firm that had conducted the past four decennial redistricting processes for the
County. At the meeting, Judge O’Hare noted that 77 members of the public had signed up to
speak (though some did not actually speak) and informed the attending public that they would be

3 Tarrant County Commissioners Court Nov. 2, 2021 Meeting Video at 1:36:00,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=126393.

% Tarrant County Commissioners Court Nov. 2, 2021 Meeting Video at 2:13:30,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=126393.

% Tarrant County Commissioners Court Nov. 2, 2021 Meeting Video at 2:30:20,
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meeting Templateld=126393. The signed Order is attached at
Appendix D and is available as Documents 2444061-62 at
https://tarrantcounty.primegov.com/Portal/Meeting?meetingTemplateld=126457.

37 Avery v. Midland County, Texas, 390 U.S. 474 (1986).

38 Tarrant County Commissioners Court April 2, 2025 Meeting Agenda, Communication, and Proposed Legal
Services Contract, https://prod-agendamanagement-publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlA genda/68560312-58cb-
4116-9a51-08dd51¢9¢075.
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limited to 1 minute to speak and that no clapping would be allowed.?* Most spoke against the
contract and mid-decade redistricting. Judge O’Hare explained his intention that the map
proposals be available for 2-2.5 weeks for public consideration before the Commission voted to
approve a map.*’ Asked by Commissioner Simmons how PILF was selected, Judge O’Hare
responded: “These are people that I researched and found.”' When Commissioner Simmons
asked how many phases there would be to the contract, given its reference to an initial phase,
Judge O’Hare responded: “I don’t know, but I don’t answer to you . . .. I’'m not going to answer
any of your questions.”*? When a member of the public spoke up following this exchange, Judge
O’Hare threatened to remove her.** The Commissioners Court voted 3-2 to approve the legal
services contract, with both Black commissioners (Miles and Simmons) voting no.*

At the May 6, 2025 Commissioner Court meeting, Attorney Joe Nixon of PILF spoke and
complimented the Commission for placing five map options on the County’s website.*> Unlike
prior redistricting processes in which Attorney Heath presented at length about redistricting law
and requirements, Mr. Nixon gave no presentation about the legal requirements for redistricting
and did not recommend that redistricting criteria be adopted. Asked by Commissioner Simmons
about his prior work in redistricting on behalf of PILF, Mr. Nixon interrupted Commissioner
Simmons, saying “let me stop you right there,” and then said “I have never once had anyone say
anything that you just said publicly, and I am embarrassed for you for having said those things
about me.”* Later, Commissioner Simmons asked Mr. Nixon whether there was any legal
reason to change boundaries mid-decade, Judge O’Hare interjected, saying: “He’s not going to
keep coming up here every time you have a new question.”’ Later in the meeting,
Commissioner Simmons asked Judge O’Hare whether the mapdrawer, Mr. Kincaid, could attend
a Commissioners Court meeting or the public hearings but Judge O’Hare refused to answer -
saying he would not answer questions during the “Announcements and Comments” agenda
portion of the meeting.*®

A public hearing was held in each precinct between May 13, 2025 to May 21, 2025.4°
Commissioner Ramirez did not attend the meeting held in his precinct, citing a canceled fligh
A PILF lawyer attended the Precinct 1 hearing on May 14, 2025, but stayed at the back of the
room and then left the room and would not come to the front when invited by Commissioner

t‘SO

%9 Tarrant County Commissioners Court April 2, 2025 Meeting Video at 1:40:57, https://prod-agendamanagement-
publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlA genda/68560312-58cb-4116-9a51-08dd51¢9¢075.

40 Tarrant County Commissioners Court April 2, 2025 Meeting Video at 2:48:48, https://prod-agendamanagement-
publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlAgenda/68560312-58¢cb-4116-9a51-08dd51¢9e075.

' 1d. at 2:50:15.

2 Jd. at 2:51:05.

3 Jd. at 2:52:30.

* Id. at 3:06:50.

45 Tarrant County Commissioners Court May 6, 2025 Meeting Video at 1:14:57, https://prod-agendamanagement-
publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlA genda/e86a9f86-cfcb-41¢5-f5¢2-08dd617d51b0.

0 Jd. at 1:23:30.

7 1d. at 1:42:10.

8 Jd. at 2:52:04.

49 Tarrant County Redistricting 2025, Public Hearing, https://www.tarrantcountytx.gov/redistricting.

%0 Tarrant County Precinct 4 Public Meeting May 13, 2025 Video at 1:13:10,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hm7BtsU_wY0&t=8s.
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Miles.>! PILF was invited to attend the May 17, 2025 public hearing in Precinct 2 by
Commissioner Simmons and Mr. Nixon initially accepted, though noted he would not be willing
to speak to the public or answer questions.>? But on the morning of the hearing, Mr. Nixon
canceled, claiming he feared for his life were he to attend the Precinct 2 public hearing.*?

At the May 20, 2025 Commissioners Court meeting, Commissioner Simmons
commented on the absence of any presentation by PILF, and had her staff make a presentation to
the Court.>* Included in that presentation were the Benchmark Map, Map 1, and a map showing
the racial demographics of Map 1.5 Commissioner Ramirez asked, regarding the racial shading
map, “is that all one race, or is that just anybody who’s not white?”*¢

Two new map proposals—Maps 6 and 7-were posted to the County’s website on May
29, 2025, with backup data revealing a May 27, 2025 creation date.’” The new maps were posted
just five days—and three business days—before the scheduled vote on June 3, 2025. This rushed
timing contradicted Judge O’Hare’s statement at the April 2, 2025 meeting that maps would be
posted for 2-2.5 weeks before a vote to give the public time to consider the proposals.

As soon as the redistricting agenda item was announced at the June 3, 2025
Commissioners Court meeting, Commissioner Krause moved to adopt Map 7, which motion
Commissioner Ramirez seconded.’® During the public comments, Judge O’Hare had constables
remove a member of the public for criticizing the commissioners for what they viewed to be a
racist action.>® Another person was removed for clapping.®’

When Commissioner Simmons asked for the PILF lawyers to come into the room and be
available for questions, Judge O’Hare said that the PILF lawyers would only speak to
commissioners in private and had declined to be available for questions in a public setting,
stating that “you don’t have subpoena power to make them come out here.”¢! After a break,
Judge O’Hare threatened that if any member of the public made any further noise, “we are
clearing the chamber and we will conduct business with us and staff present only. The end, no
more warnings.”%?

! Tarrant County 2025 Redistricting Public Hearing Video at 19:30, May 14, 2025,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bJuZD3V2£0.

®2 Tarrant County 2025 Redistricting Public Hearing Video at 2:40, May 17, 2025,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gdksws4YhcY.

%% Jd. at 4:00.

% Tarrant County Commissioners Court May 20, 2025 Meeting Video at 1:18:15, https:/prod-agendamanagement-
publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlAgenda/645a15f3-3deb-4345-634e-08dd7b9cb9bs5.

% Jd. at 1:33:26.

% Jd

57 Tarrant County Redistricting 2025, Maps 6 and 7 Data, https://www.tarrantcountytx.gov/redistricting; Rachel
Royster, Tarrant County presented with new redistricting maps option ahead of June 3 vote, Fort Worth Star-
Telegram (May 30, 2025), https://www.star-telegram.com/news/politics-government/article307455841.html.

%8 Tarrant County Commissioners Court June 3, 2025 Meeting Video at 53:09, https://prod-agendamanagement-
publicportal.azurewebsites.us/HtmlA genda/51526602-2fb1-40ef-eea7-08dd8d6d95dS.

% For example, see id. at 3:23:20.

%0 Jd. at 1:32:00.

®1 Jd. at 4:42:00.

%2 d. at 5:19:29.
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Speaking about the redistricting process, Commissioner Ramirez later observed “I would
agree with what a lot of folks said. I think the process — it had flaws. I think that the process
could have been a lot more comprehensive.”®* Commissioner Miles moved to postpone a
decision until a future meeting after the public had time to review Map 7, which had been
released just days earlier.** After Commissioner Miles explained that Map 7 was not available at
the time of the public hearings and he had no time to consider it, Judge O’Hare asked if anyone
wished to speak on the motion. When Commissioner Simmons responded in the affirmative,
Judge O’Hare interrupted her, saying “hang on, I will recognize who the speakers are - so - you
may go.”% That motion was defeated 3-2, and thereafter Map 7 was adopted 3-2.¢

Overall, the 2025 process deviated significantly in procedure and substance from prior
Tarrant County redistricting efforts. It was rushed despite there being no need for a truncated
process, the public-facing involvement of PILF dramatically differed from the robust public
engagement by Bickerstaff in prior processes, there was open hostility toward members of the
public and Commissioner Simmons by Judge O’Hare, and the adopted map—available for mere
days despite Judge O’Hare’s commitment to have it available to the public for 2-2.5 weeks—
greatly differed in substance from decades of maps. Indeed, when a similar map configuration
was proposed to the Commissioners Court in 2021 and explained in part by its proponent as
placing minorities in a common district, the Commissioners Court rejected it after the County’s
legal counsel Mr. Heath noted that the map’s movement and concentration of minorities in one
district raised legal questions.

5. Judge O’Hare’s June 3, 2025 television interview

I have watched a television interview by NBC 5 with Judge O’Hare from the day of the
vote on Map 7. Judge O’Hare said: “The policies of Democrats continue to fail Black people
over and over and over, but many of them keep voting them in. It’s time for people of all races to
understand the Democrats are a lost party, they are a radical party, it’s time for them to get on
board with us and we’ll welcome them with open arms.”*’

In my experience as a political scientist, I have seldom seen a government official explain
their vote for a particular redistricting map as justified by their disagreement with how a racial
group casts their ballots. This is a remarkable statement in the modern era.

83 Id. at 5:33:50.

64 Id. at 5:43:24.

8 Jd. at 5:45:20.

€ 1d. at 5:46:35.

57 Lone Star Politics: June 8,2025, NBC 5 at 16:20, https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/politics/lone-star-politics/lone-
star-politics-june-8-2025-video/3858717/.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: June 27, 2025

Executed by:

Jeronimo Cortina, Ph.D.
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Jeronimo Cortina

3551 Cullen Blvd. Room 447 Houston, Texas 77204-3011
(713) 743-3894 | jeortina@central.uh.edu | http://jeronimocortina.com

Education

Ph.D. Political Science, Columbia University, 2007

Dissertation Title: “Three Papers on Migration, Public Opinion and Methodology”
Advisors: Rodolfo de la Garza, Andrew Gelman, Jennifer Hill, Robert Shapiro, Do-
rian Warren.

M.Phil. in Political Science, Columbia University, 2006

M.A. in Public Administration, Columbia University, 2003 (Specialization: Advanced
quantitative analysis techniques).

Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration, Instituto Tecnoldgico Auténomo de
México (ITAM), Mexico City graduated with honors, 1997

Certificate in Government and Public Policy, Universidad Iberoamericana, Mexico
City, 1996

Certificate in Religions of the World, ITAM, Mexico City, 1995

Employment & Projects

Department of Political Science Houston, Tx
University of Houston
Associate Professor 2015—Present
Population Health Collaborative Houston, Tx
University of Houston
Executive Director 2023-Present
UH Population Health Houston, Tx
University of Houston
Director for Faculty Research Initiatives 2022-Present
Center for Mexican American Studies Houston, Tx
University of Houston
Associate Director 2018-2022
Health Policy Research Scholars-Robert Houston, Tx

Wood Johnson Foundation Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health

National Advisory Committee Member 2019-Present
U.S. District Court Western District of Houston, Tx
Texas

Expert Witness on Redisticting 2022
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President-Elect Faculty Senate

Houston Public Media
Head of Data Research DiverseCity

Department of Political Science
University of Houston
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Houston, Tx
2020-2021

Houston, Tx
2018-2019

Houston, Tx
20162018

Houston, Tx

Assistant Professor 2008-2015
United Nations Children’s Fund New York, NY
(UNICEF)

Project on International Migration 2006-2014

Center for Mexican American Studies

University of Houston
Resident Scholar

Houston, Tx
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Publications

Books
Cortina, Jeronimo. 2024. Prozimity Politics: How Distance Shapes Public Opinion
and Political Behaviors. New York: Columbia University Press (250 pages).

Cortina, Jeronimo, and Enrique Ochoa-Reza, eds. 2013. New Perspectives on In-
ternational Migration and Development. New York: Columbia University Press (346

pages).

— Stiglitz, Joseph E., Jeronimo Cortina, and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. 2013. “Introduction.”
In New Perspectives on International Migration and Development, eds. Jeronimo
Cortina and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. New York: Columbia University Press, XV-XX.

— Cortina, Jeronimo, and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. 2013. “Women, Children and Migration:
Developmental Considerations.” In New Perspectives on International Migration and

Development, eds. Jeronimo Cortina and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. New York: Columbia
University Press, 139-63.

Gelman, Andrew, and Jeronimo Cortina, eds. 2009. A Quantitative Tour of the
Social Sciences. New York: Cambridge University Press (350 pages).

— Cortina, Jeronimo. 2009. “The Potential-Outcomes Model of Causation.” In A
Quantitative Tour of the Social Sciences, eds. Andrew Gelman and Jeronimo Cortina.
New York: Cambridge University Press, 303-25.

Gelman, Andrew, David Park, Boris Shor, and Jeronimo Cortina. 2010. Red State,
Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do. 2nd
Expanded ed: Princeton University Press (253 pages).
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Peer Reviewed Journal Articles
Cortina, Jeronimo & Shana Hardin. 2024. “Descriptive Representation and Repro-
ductive Health Outcomes: The Role of Women Candidates in Reducing Teen Birth
Rates.” Healthcare, 12(20)*

Vazquez, Mariana & Jeronimo Cortina. 2023. “Hispanic/Latinx College Students’
Mental Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic: The Effects of Familismo and Self-
Efficacy.” Journal of Latinos & Education™

Cortina, Jeronimo & Shana Hardin. 2023. “The Geography of Mental Health, Ur-
banicity, and Affluence.” International Journal of Environmental Research € Public
Health*

Cortina, Jeronimo & Brandon Rottinghaus. 2022. “Conspiratorial Thinking in the
Latino Community on the 2020 Election.” Research € Politics*

Cortina, Jeronimo & Brandon Rottinghaus. 2021. “The Quiet Revolution: Conve-
nience Voting, Vote Centers, and Turnout in Texas Elections.” Politics, Groups and
Identities*

Cortina, Jeronimo & Brandon Rottinghaus. 2019. “Vote Centers and Turnout by
Election Type in Texas.” Research € Politics™

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2019. “From a Distance: Geographic Proximity, Partisanship and
Public Attitudes toward the U.S.-Mexico Border Wall.” Political Research Quarterly*

Cortina, Jeronimo & Brandon Rottinghaus. 2017. “Does Partisanship Stop at the
Edge of Scandal? Partisan Resiliency and the Survival of Political Scandal.” Ameri-
can Review of Politics, 36(1)*

Cortina, Jeronimo and Narayani Lasala-Blanco. 2016. “One Vote or many Mexi-
cos? Income, Heterogeneity, and the 2006-2012 Presidential Elections” Social Science
Quarterly. 97(2):197-210*

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2014. “Beyond the Money: The Impact of International Migra-
tion on Children’s Life Satisfaction: Evidence from Ecuador and Albania” Migration
and Development: 3(1): 1-19*

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2014. “Subsidizing Migration? Mexican Agricultural Policies and
Migration to the United States.” Policy Studies Journal: 42(1): 101-121.* Winner
of the Theodore J. Lowi Policy Studies Journal Best Article Award of the
APSA Public Policy Section

de la Garza, Rodolfo O. , and Jeronimo Cortina. 2007. “Are Latino Republicans but
Just Don’t Know It? The Latino Vote in the 2000 and 2004 Presidential Elections.”
American Politics Research 35: 202-23.*

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2007. “La Unitalla No Les Queda a Todos: La Opinién Piblica
Con Respecto a La Inmigracién.” (One Size Does Not Fit All: Public Opinion To-
wards Immigration) ISTOR VII: 9-21 (peer-reviewed journal from CIDE Mexico).*

*Peer-reviewed
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Cortina, Jeronimo, Rodolfo O. de la Garza, and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. 2005. “Reme-
sas: Limites Al Optimismo.” (The Limits of Optimism: Remittances from the US to
Mezico) Foreign Affairs en Espanol 5: 27-36.*

de la Garza, Rodolfo O. , and Jeronimo Cortina. 2004-2005. “Latinos as Foreign
Policy Actors: Myth or Reality?”. Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy 17: 29-40.%*

Book Chapters
Cortina, Jeronimo. 2018. “Latinos and Foreign Policy” Oxford Bibliographies.*

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2012. “Lessons from the Financial Crisis: Remittances and
Social Assistance among Children and Women Left-Behind in Mexico.” In Children
i Crisis: Seeking Child-Sensitive Policy Responses, eds. Nicola Jones, Ronald U.
Mendoza, David Stewart, and Erika Strand. London: Palgrave. 121-42.%*

de la Garza, Rodolfo O. ; and Jeronimo Cortina. 2009. “Migracién Politica: Maés
Alla De Las Redes Y La Economia.” In Hacia La Gobernabilidad De Las Migraciones
Transnacionales, ed. Richard Salazar. Quito: Corporacién Editora Nacional. 49-70.

de la Garza, Rodolfo O. , Marisa Abrajano, and Jeronimo Cortina. 2008. “Get Me to
the Polls on Time: Co-Ethnic Mobilization and Latino Turnout.” In Understanding
Minority and Immigrant Politics, eds. Jane Junn and Kerry L. Haynie. New York:
Cambridge University Press. 95-113.*

Muzzio, Douglas, and Jeronimo Cortina. 2008. “New York in 2004: Political Blues
for Hispanics.” In Beyond the Barrio: Latinos in the 2004 FElections, eds. Rodolfo
de la Garza, Louis DeSipio and David Leal. South Bend: University of Notre Dame
Press. 221-49.*

Selected Policy Reports
Cortina, Jeronimo and Patrick Taran. 2015. “Migration and Youth: Challenges and
Opportunities” New York: United Nations Global Migration Group (250 pages).

Cortina, Jeronimo, Jerome Eli and Patrick Taran. 2014. “Adolescents, Youth, and
Migration: Challenges and Opportunities” New York: United Nations Global Migra-
tion Group (30 pages).*

Cortina, Jeronimo and Benjamin Schraven. 2014 “Methodological Considerations for
Survey Research on Children, Adolescents and Youth in the Context of Environmental
Change and Migration” UNICEF and Foresight UK Government Office for Science
(42 pages).*

Cortina, Jeronimo. 2013. “Children, Education and Migration: Win-Win Policy
Responses for Co-Development.” in Family, Migration and Dignity Special Issue,
Doha, Qatar (11 pages).

Cortina, Jeronimo, and George Hawley. 2011. “The Economic Impact of Immigrant-
Related Local Ordinances.” New York: Americas Society/Council of the Americas

*Peer-reviewed
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(25 pages).

Cortina, Jeronimo, Rodolfo O. de la Garza, Sandra Bejarano, and Andrew Weiner.
2005. “The Economic Impact of the México-California Relationship.” Los Angeles:
Tomads Rivera Policy Institute (21 pages).

de la Garza, Rodolfo O. , and Jeronimo Cortina. 2005. “Redefining National Bound-
aries: Changing Relations between Diasporas and Latin American States.” Madrid:
Real Instituto El Cano (10 pages).

Cortina, Jeronimo, and Rodolfo O. de la Garza. 2004. “Immigrant Remitting Behav-
ior and Its Developmental Consequences for México and El Salvador.” Los Angeles:
Tomaés Rivera Policy Institute (43 pages).*

Work in Progress
Cortina, Jeronimo, Shana Hardin & Brandon Rottinghaus “Location, Location, Lo-
cation: The Geographic Politics of District Office Placement ”

Cortina, Jeronimo & Davila, Katia “Latino Political Participation and Representa-
tion” Oxfod Bibliographies (Under review)

Chapa, Samantha & Jeronimo Cortina. “Immigrant Inclusion and Health” (Under
Review)

Cortina, Jeronimo, Tamer Oraby, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Marino
Bruce, University of Houston, & Leyla Feize, the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley “Political Polarization and Health Outcomes”

Selected Conferences & Presentations
Jeronimo Cortina & Samantha Chapa “Immigrant Inclusion & Health” presented at
the Western Political Science Association. Vancouver, CA September, 2024

Cortina, Jeronimo, Shana Hardin & Brandon Rottinghaus “Location, Location, Loca-
tion: The Geographic Politics of District Office Placement” presented at the Midwest
Political Science Association. Chicago, ILL April 2024

Jeronimo Cortina “The Presidential Election: What’s at Stake”, UH Law Center,
Continuing Legal Education Seminar, 2024

Jeronimo Cortina “Demographic Trends” presented at the Fort Bend Chamber of
Commerce, 2023

Jeronimo Cortina “Voting Rights” presented at UHLC Yale L. Rosenberg Memorial
Lecture, 2023

Jeronimo Cortina “The Latino Voter” presented at Rice University, 2022

Jeronimo Cortina “Texas Shifting” presented at the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society,
2021

Jeronimo Cortina “Immigration Policy” presented at the Young Presidents’ Organi-
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Jeronimo Cortina & Brandon Rottinghaus “The Quiet Revolution” Convenience Vot-
ing, Vote Centers, and Turnout in Texas Elections” presented at the Election Sciences,
Reform, & Administration Conference. Philadelphia, PA July, 2019

Jeronimo Cortina “The Impact of Indirect Remittances on Development” presented
at the BTI Annual Meeting. Washington, DC June, 2019

Jason Casellas & Jeronimo Cortina “Holding the Fort? The Policy Views of Latino
Republicans by Immigrant Generation in the Age of Trump” presented at the Western
Political Science Association. San Diego, CA April, 2019

Jeronimo Cortina & Markie McBrayer “The Perfect Storm? The Impact of Texas
Drought in Congressional Elections” presented at the Southern Political Science As-
sociation. San Juan, Puerto Rico January 7-9, 2016

Jeronimo Cortina. “Not in my Front Yard: The Impact of Spatial Proximity on
Attitudes Toward Building a Fence Along the Texas-Mexico Border” presented at
the Southern Political Science Association. New Orleans, LA January 15-17, 2015

Jeronimo Cortina. “Challenges and Opportunities in Texas: Demographics, Income,
Health and Education” Key Note presentation at the College of the Mainland Sym-
posium Controversy in Our Nation: Past, Present, and Future. Texas City, TX April
4, 2014

Jeronimo Cortina. “Youth and Migration: Towards the post-2015 Development
Goals” presented at the Seminar on Migration and Sustainable Development - Youth
and Adolescents on the Move. New York, NY December 18, 2012

Jeronimo Cortina. “Migration and Education: An Avenue for Empowerment?” pre-
sented at the Seminar on Migration and Sustainable Development - Youth and Ado-
lescents on the Move. New York, NY December 18, 2012

Jeronimo Cortina. “Using Household Surveys to Study the Economic and Social
Implications of Migration: The Case of MICS” presented at the Global Experts
Meeting of the World Bank’s Knowledge Partnership on Migration and Development.
Washington, DC December 10-11, 2012

Jeronimo Cortina. “Children, Education and Migration: Win-Win Policy Responses
for co-development” presented at the Symposium on Migration, Family, and Dignity.
Doha, Qatar, 27-29 March 2012

Jeronimo Cortina. “Migration, Adolescents and Youth: Challenges and Opportuni-
ties” presented at the Side Event International migration from a regional and interre-
gional perspective, including adolescents and youth 45th Session of the Commission
on Population and Development New York, 23 April 2012

Jeronimo Cortina. “Assessing the Contribution of International Migration to Coun-
tries of Origin and Destination” paper presented at the United Nation’s Ninth Coor-
dination Meeting on International Migration, February 17-18, 2011 New York, New
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York.

Jeronimo Cortina. “The Impact of Migration on Children and Adolescents Left-
Behind” paper presented at the United Nations Global Migration Group Practitioners
Symposium, May 27-28, 2011 New York, New York.

Jeronimo Cortina. “Give Me Your Tired, Your Poor, Your Huddled Masses: Im-
migration and State Level Policy Responsiveness” paper presented at the Midwest
Political Science Association 69th Annual National Conference, March 31 - April 3,
2011 Chicago, Illinois.
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Jeronimo Cortina. “Lessons From the Financial Crisis: Remittances and Social As-
sistance among Children and Women Left-Behind in Mexico” paper presented at the
IT Foro Internacional UNICEF-CONEVAL, Mexico City, November 18, 2010

Jeronimo Cortina. “Causal Inference of Repeated Observations: A Synthesis of
Propensity Score and Multilevel Modeling Methods” paper presented at the An-
nual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Toronto, ON, Canada,
September 3-9, 2009

Jeronimo Cortina. “El Impacto de la Migracién en el desarrollo de los ninos, ninas y
adolescentes” paper presented at the Seminario sobre Migracién y Desarrollo Antigua
Guatemala, 6-7 September 2010

Jeronimo Cortina. “Migration and Development: A Multilevel Perspective to Data
Collection” paper presented at the Global Migration Group Practitioners Symposium
Geneva, 27-28 May 2010

Jeronimo Cortina. “International Migrant Children and Children Left-Behind” pre-
sentation at the OHCHR Consultation on Protecting the Rights of the Child in the
Context of Migration, Geneva, 25 May 2010

Jeronimo Cortina. “Lessons From the Financial Crisis: Remittances and Social As-
sistance among Children and Women Left-Behind in Mexico” paper presented at the
Global Economic Crisis: Including Children in the Policy Response, UNICEF-ODI,
London, United Kingdom November 9-10, 2009

Jeronimo Cortina. “Beyond the Money: The Impact of International Migration on
Children’s Life Satisfaction” presentation at the Migration Data: Collecting Policy
Relevant Evidence on Migration and Development conference. United Nations Insti-
tute for Training and Research, International Organization for

Jeronimo Cortina. “International Migration and Children’s Life Satisfaction” pre-
sentation at the workshop on Transnational Parenthood and Children Left-Behind.
International Peace Research Institute, Oslo, Norway, November 20-21, 2008

Jeronimo Cortina. “Globalizacién, Procesos Migratorios e Impactos Econémicos” pre-
sentation at the Taller Regional Migracién y Ninez en América Latina, San Salvador,
El Salvador, September 11-12, 2008

Jeronimo Cortina. “Pilot Research on the Left-Behind: A Methodological Evalua-
tion.” New York, NY: UNICEF, 2008

Jeronimo Cortina. “One Size Does Not Fit All: Race, Ethnicity and Contemporary
Public Opinion Towards Immigration” Paper presented at 2008 Annual Meeting of
the

Jeronimo Cortina. “The Impact of International Migration on Children-Left Behind”
presentation at the Sixth United Nations Coordination Meeting on International
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Jeronimo Cortina & Enrique Ochoa-Reza. “More Migration, Less Remittances?” pre-
sentation at the Advanced Graduate Workshop on Poverty, Development and Glob-
alization. Initiative for

Jeronimo Cortina, Rodolfo de la Garza & Enrique Ochoa-Reza. “Remittances, De-
velopment & Poverty: Lessons from the Mexican Case” presentation at the Hispanic
Market Forum 2007. United States-Mexico Chamber of Commerce, New York, NY
February 15, 2007

Jeronimo Cortina, Rodolfo de la Garza & Enrique Ochoa-Reza. “Remittances, De-
velopment & Poverty: Lessons from the Mexican Case” presentation at the Advanced
Graduate Workshop on Poverty, Development and Globalization. Brooks World
Poverty Institute, University of Manchester, Manchester August 1, 2006

Jeronimo Cortina. “Bringing the State In: Mexican Migration and Social Assistance
Policies” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Latin American Studies As-
sociation. San Juan, Puerto Rico March 15 - 18, 2006

Jeronimo Cortina. “Migration” conference at the Annual Symposium on Development
and Globalization of the Program in International Development and Globalization at
Columbia University. New York, NY November 11 - 12, 2005

Jeronimo Cortina. “Governmental Handouts and Migration: The Case of Mexico”
paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association.
Washington, DC Sept. 1 - 4, 2005

Rodolfo de la Garza and Jeronimo Cortina. “Dance with the One who Brought you:
Latino Partisan Fidelity” paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the American
Political Science Association. Washington, DC Sept. 1 - 4, 2005

Jeronimo Cortina, Rodolfo de la Garza and Enrique Ochoa-Reza. “The New Na-
tional Boundaries: Diasporas, Governments and Remittances” Presentation at the
International Forum on Remittances 2005, Inter-American Development Bank and
Multilateral Investment Fund, Washington, DC June 30, 2005

Jeronimo Cortina. “Immigrant Remitting Behavior and its Developmental Conse-
quences for Mexico and El Salvador”. Presentation at the conference on Research
and Practice on Transnationalism and Community Economic Development organized
by the Consortium for Economic Development and Education Research. June 9, 2005
New York, NY

Jeronimo Cortina. “Immigrant Remitting Behavior and its Developmental Conse-
quences for Mexico and El Salvador” Presentation at the First Annual Symposium
on Development and Globalization - The Program in International Development and
Globalization at Columbia University. November 12 -13, 2004 New York, NY

Jeronimo Cortina and Enrique Ochoa-Reza “Remittances with Limits” Paper pre-
sented at the Division of Policy and Planning - UNICEF. September 30, New York,
NY
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Jeronimo Cortina: “Divided we Govern; but we govern differently: Minority Gov-
ernments and Legislative Professionalization in Mexico’s states Assemblies” Paper
prepared for the Midwest political Science Association National Conferences, April
15-18, 2004 Chicago, Ill.

Rodolfo de la Garza and Jeronimo Cortina: “Latinos as Foreign Policy Actors: Myth
or Reality?” Paper prepared for the 45th Annual International Studies Association
Convention, March 17 - 20, 2004 Le Centre Sheraton, Montreal (Quebec), Canada.

Latino Voter Influence: Two research projects examine Latino voters in Harris County;,
Texas, and the efforts to get the Latino vote out in several states. Linea Abierta:
Radio Bilingeee, a non-profit national distributor of Spanish-language programming
in public radio.

Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Marissa A. Abrajano with Jeronimo Cortina. “Get Me
to the Polls on Time: Latino Mobilization in the 2000 Election.” Paper prepared for
delivery at the 2002 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association,
Boston, August 29-September 1, 2002.

Courses Taught
Race, Gender and Ethnic Politics (undergraduate)

Latino Politics (undergraduate)

Introduction to Public Policy (undergraduate)

Polls, Public Opinion and Democracy (undergraduate)

Introduction to Texas Politics (undergraduate)

U.S. Government: Congress, President, and Courts (undergraduate)
Introduction to Research Methods (undergraduate)

Political Psychology (graduate)

Quantitative Methods for Policy Research and Evaluation (graduate)
Causal Inference Methods and Applications (graduate)

Immigration Policy (graduate)

Fellowships and Grants
NIH-AimAhead Grant (2024 - $525,000) Unstable Housing and Mental Health: A
Predictive Approach

Houston Endowment (2024 - $100,000) Civic Participation Metrics (Brandon Rot-
tinghaus, Samantha Chapa, and Shana Hardin)

Social Science Research Council Rapid-Response Grant on COVID-19 and the Social
Sciences (Mayra Alvarez, Pamela Quiroz) 2021

DOR Matching Grant, Houston, TX (2019 - $25,000)- Univision matched with $100k
in surveys

CLASS Competitive Research Grant, Houston, TX (2019 - $15,000)

10 27
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Division of Research Match Grant, Houston, TX (2019 - $25,000)

CLASS Competitive Research Grant (Jason Casellas, Pablo Pinto), Houston, TX
(2018 - $12,000)

Center for Mexican American Studies, Houston, TX (2016 - $8,000)
Hobby Center for Public Policy, Houston, TX (2016 - $25,000)
Americas Society, New York, NY (2011)

New Faculty Research Grant, University of Houston (2010)

ISERP Graduate Fellow, Columbia University (2006 - 2007)

Schiff Fellow, Columbia University (2005 - 2006)

GIS Fellow, Columbia University (Summer 2005)

Beca Complemento Secretaria de Educacién Publica (2005)

Faculty Fellow, Columbia University (2003-2005)

Awards and Honors
Winner of the Theodore J. Lowi. Policy Studies Journal Best Article Award of the
APSA Public Policy Section
Phi Kappa Phi — Elected Member

Recipient of the University of Houston President’s Leadership Award

Professional and University Service
Chair Faculty Grievance Committee University of Houston - (2023 - Present)
Member Faculty Grievance Committee University of Houston - (2020 - 2023)
Co-leader Goal 2 Research the Strategic Planning University of Houston - (2021 -
Present)
President Latino Caucus American Political Science Association - (2021-2022)
President - University of Houston Faculty Senate (2020-2021)
University of Houston Faculty Senate - (2015-Present)

Expert Screener for the Dissertation Proposal Development Fellowship (DPDF) Pro-
gram at the Social Science Research Council (2014).

Reviewer: American Journal of Political Science, American Politics Research, Jour-
nal of Politics, Political Research Quarterly, Politica y Gobierno (Mexico), Social
Science Quarterly, Politics, Groups, and Identities, Asian and Pacific Migration Jour-
nal, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies.

University /Departmental committee work: ICPSR Official Representative (2009-Present);
Undergraduate Committee (2007); Technology (2008-2010); MPA (2008); Webmaster
(2010-Present); Recruiting Committee (2008, 2009, 2011, 2012)

University of Houston rater for the State’s Learning Objectives on Personal Respon-
sibility
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Media

From 2018- 2024: 3,571 media appearances/mentions (not taking into account Spanish-
language media) with an audience reach of 8.5 billion

Early Voting StoryMap (https://arcg.is/0Pb8ea)
Co-host Party Politics Podcast - Houston Public Media

Contributor to Telemundo, Houston Matters, and Host of “En Pocas Palabras” from
Houston Public Media in Spanish (2018)

The Economist, CNN in Spanish, Telemundo (New York, Houston), Univision (Na~
tional), TV Azteca America (New York, Houston), Oppenheimer Presenta , Ve TV
(The first national Spanish-language network presented by public TV stations), Re-
forma, El Financiero, Expansion (Mexican newspapers and magazine), Miami Herald,
LA Times, La Opinion, Associated Press (AP), Washington Post, NHK Japan, Radio
France Internationale, W Radio Colombia, El Clarin (Argentinian newspaper).

Professional Development
Cougar Chairs Leadership Award

American Leadership Fellow Class LXI
Hispanic & Latino Leadership Essentials McKinsey & Company

Houston, TX December 18, 2024
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CORTINA APPENDIX A:
BENCHMARK MAP (J2103)
MAPS AND REPORTS
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