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ELIZABETH BOTHFELD, et al.
Plaintiffs,
V. Case No. 2025CV2432
WISCONSIN ELECTIONS COMMISSION, et al.,

Defendants.

ORDER DENYING REQUEST FOR BRIEFING SCHEDULE

On July 21, 2025, plaintiffs brought this declaratory judgment action seeking declaratory and
injunctive relief regarding the constitutionality of the congressional districting maps. Plaintiffs
claim that these maps constitute unlawful partisan gerrymandering. Pursuant to Wis. Stat.
§801.50(4m), the Dane County Clerk of Court notified the Clerk of the Supreme Court of this
action. !

Under Wis. Stat. §751.035, the Wisconsin Supreme Court “shall appoint a panel consisting of
3 circuit court judges to hear the matter. The supreme court shall choose one judge from each of 3

circuits and shall assign one of the circuits as the venue for all hearing and filings in the matter.”

! Section 801.50(4m) provides: Venue of an action to challenge the apportionment of any congressional or state

apportionment of a congressional or state legislative district is filed, the clerk of courts for the county where the action
is filed shall notify the clerk of the supreme court of the filing.
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The Wisconsin Supreme Court has not yet taken any action. Plaintiffs now bring this motion
for judgment on the pleadings and ask for a briefing schedule. Defendants object, asking this court
not to take any action until the Wisconsin Supreme Court acts.

[ agree with the Defendants. As Plaintiffs concede, the Wisconsin Supreme Court is statutorily
obligated to appoint a panel of 3 circuit court judges. It is not even clear whether I will be one of
those three judges or whether Dane County will be the venue. Until the Wisconsin Supreme Court
appoints the panel, any actions that [ would take as a sole circuit court judge would contravene the
statutory scheme developed in these cases. Accordingly, the request for a briefing schedule is

denied.



